


 
 























 



In 1843 British writer Charles Dickens published his short novel, A Christmas Car-
ol. The Redemption of Ebenezer Scrooge perfectly captured what we now refer to 
as “the Christmas spirit” the idea that the holidays bring out the best in all of us. 
 
As the 19th century came, Hollywood star 
ted getting Christmas movies into the filming industry and now not a year goes by 
without a new Chrismas movie. 
 
In 1931 Madison Avenue saw a big opportunity and hired an artist to create a 
Christmas ad of Santa Claus drinking coke for Coca-Cola.  The jolly red fellow in a 
bright red suit is the personification of Old Saint Nick.   
 
And in perfect melting pot fashion, Irving Berlin, the son of a rabbi, wrote the defin-
itive yuletide song, White Christmas.   
 
Many have complained today that the religious aspect of Christmas has been 
overwhelmed by commerce.  Retail sales between Thanksgiving and Christmas 
are now $1trillion. This is not a new complaint. The Puritans refused to celebrate 
Christmas because they thought it was trivialized the holiday’s religious mes-
sage.  But this remains the minority view. Most people love Christmas and all the 
things-- the lights, the trees, the songs, the movies, and yes, the gifts that come 
with it. And who can deny that people act a little bit nicer a little happier, as the day 
draws near?   
 
In a world that is so divided, Christmas still unites us.  For that, we should all be 
grateful.   
 
--William Federer, author of “There Really Is A Santa Claus” 
 




