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Bulldog girls’ basketball 
team gets new head coach
By Jackson Solomon
RCS Reporter 

 Bailey said, “I was asked to coach by Coach 
[Melinda] Goodson and Coach [Justin] Bet-
tendorf and being that I’ve been in the pro-
gram since 2013.” 
 Bailey will also see a familiar face on the 
team. Tori Bailey, RCS freshman and Earl 
Bailey’s daughter, will be playing on the team 
this year. 
 When asked what her feelings were on her 
dad coaching this year, Tori Bailey said, “It’s 
interesting. I can learn from my own father.” 
Tori also said that it can be annoying and 
challenging, but overall a good experience. 
 “The goals are simple, as I tell the girls daily. 
Come to practice ready to work hard and pay 
attention and give maximum effort no mat-
ter what the scoreboard shows. The girls are 
young so winning isn’t the goal. The goal is to
see improvement from the first day until the 
last day of the season,” said Bailey when 
asked what his expectations for the season 
are. 
 Tori said she hopes the team will work to-
gether, cooperate, and work hard this year.
 Bailey has not only coached at RCS but also 
with the parks and recreation department. He 
added he has helped some of his friends with 
travel AAU teams.

High school girls' basketball team and 
their coach, Earl Bailey.
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 As basketball season drew closer, Roxboro 
Community School’s (RCS) high school girls’ 
basketball team found themselves without 
a coach. Earl Bailey, who formerly served as 
assistant coach for the varsity boys’ basketball 
team, took the position. 

The Bulldogs on Main Street
 On Dec. 5, Roxboro held its annual Jingle on 
Main. Main Street was abuzz with hot choco-
late, apple cider, cookies, “snow,” and Christ-
mas cheer. There were even a lot of Christmas 
characters like a Christmas elf, donkey, and 
sloth walking around. Roxboro Community 
School (RCS) Bulldogs also had an important 
part in this Christmas celebration. The RCS 
Band played Christmas songs like Mr. Grinch, 
Feliz Navidad, Santa Baby, Grandma Got Run 
Over by a Reindeer, and other Christmas clas-
sics directed by band teacher Eric Swanson. 
The Frozen Jr. cast sang some of the hits from 
their recent show, like Love is an Open Door, 
In Summer, Let it Go, and more. The RCS 
cheer team also made peoples’ night while 
walking by cheering and dancing. 
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 They even performed in the gazebo. Great 
job Bulldogs for your stunning performances at 
this year’s Jingle on Main.



RCS tennis coach deserving of 
coaching award
By Olivia Townsend
Special to the Bark

 Roxboro Community School’s (RCS) middle and 
high school tennis coach Darren Anderson has 
been nominated for Positive Coaching Alliance’s 
Double-Goal Coach® Award presented by 
TeamSnap. 
 From my first team practice, he has always 
arrived to practices and matches with a positive 
attitude that seems to spread through the rest 
of the team.This has encouraged our team to 
grow closer together over the last three years.
 Practices are always a morale booster with fun 
games that work on our skill, as well as our con-
fidence.

High school tennis coach Darren Anderson 
and tennis player Emily Rogers. 

 Not only does he coach both the middle and 
high school tennis teams, Coach Anderson also 
shares his love for the sport by participating in 
it himself. His expertise and enjoyment of the 
game have helped shape us all into successful 
student-athletes. 
 In addition, Coach Anderson encourages us to 
grow in the sport as a team and he also urges 
us to improve individually. For example, he is 
continuously informing us about new and excit-
ing opportunities for us to participate in, such 
as tournaments and outside lessons. 
 One of my favorite things about Coach Ander-
son is his uplifting and motivational pre-game 
speeches. Before every match, the team stands 
in a circle and listens to the advice that Coach 
has to give. Whether he is telling us how we 
should hit our serves or what strategies we 
should use at the net, he never forgets to end 
with his famous words, “but don’t forget to 
have fun while on the court!” These words nev-
er fail to put us in a good mood when begin-
ning our matches. Even when coaching could 
be a struggle, Coach Anderson always finds a 
way to come out with a positive attitude that 
reminds you why you love being a member of 
the tennis team. 
 Finally, Coach always inspires us to have good 
sportsmanship and to be truthful when playing 
tennis. He also teaches us to have respect for 
the game, which means to have respect for 
ourselves and to set an example on and off the 
court.

Clayton signs to play baseball with Limestone
 Roxboro Community School (RCS) senior Mi-
chael Clayton signed to play baseball with 
Limestone College, a Division II college in 
South Carolina. A player since he was four years 
old, Clayton was offered scholarships to NC 
Wesleyan College and St Andrews University 
before deciding on Limestone. Clayton’s father, 
Dwyane Clayton, who’s been coaching him for 
13 years, said, “His mom and I are so proud 
of the hard work he has put in to get to this 
point. Just needs to keep working hard and not 
be satisfied with average.” When asked, Clay-
ton said he is most excited for the freedom of 
college and “using [Limestone's] top notch 
facilities.” Baseball coach Pete Tuck spoke 
highly of Clayton, saying, “ Michael Clayton 
deserves this chance to play college baseball. 
He has worked very hard on the field and in the 
classroom. 

Pictured are: front, from left, Crystal Clayton, 
Michael Clayton, Dorothy Clayton. Back, from 
left, Pete Tuck, Dwyane Clayton, Larry Clayton, 
Ron Hodgin.
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Michael is one of the best players that has come 
through Roxboro. I’m very happy for him and 
his family.”



By: Ariel Fryczynski
RCS Reporter

  Three weeks ago, Roxboro Community School 
(RCS) academic success teacher Gwen Litchfield’s 
seventh grade class accepted a special chal-
lenge. This challenge was to only say nice things 
to each other.
 Suzy Horton, RCS middle school guidance 
counselor, came up with the original challenge. 
Students were working on an assignment in the 
academic success class. The last question on the 
assignment asked students what they could do 
to reduce bullying.
 Horton stated, “One of the responses they had 
given was, ‘say nice things to people,’ and we 
took that a little further, imagining what the 
world would be like if we only said nice things to 
people.  From that, I issued a challenge for 
students to go one week saying only nice 
things.”
 Litchfield came up with an idea of using brace-
lets and beads for students being kind. She said, 
“On Mondays, students who choose to 
participate for the week get a bead of a 
particular color. The beads are a reminder to be 
kind.
 "Also, when we see someone who is wearing a 
bead bracelet being unkind, we can gently re-
mind them of the challenge that they have ac-
cepted,” stated Litchfield.
 She added that students being really kind would 
get yellow beads on their bracelets. 
“I have heard students say that there is no way 
that they could only say kind things to their sib-
lings, so they weren’t even going to try it.

It has been endearing, however, to have re-
ceived a couple of emails from students report-
ing specific incidents where they saw another 
student being especially kind,” said Litchfield.
 Horton is enthusiastic about this challenge as a 
whole and is happy students are participating. 
 She said, “We would love to see this grow to 
any other students [who are] up for the chal-
lenge! It’s a difficult task at times, but our hope 
is that it brings awareness to each person ac-
cepting the  task to do their best to remain 
positive.”
 Horton noted some important information for 
all students to know: “Bullying of any type is 
hurtful.  Anything we can do to help even one 
student reduce the amount of negative com-
ments, whether they are verbal, online, or even 
with body language, is worth the conversation!”

 RCS seventh grader Ella Lacey shows off the 
bracelet she received for saying only kind things 
to others. Lacey and others in Gwen Litchfield’s 
Academic Success classes accepted the chal-
lenge from Litchfield and middle school
Guidance Counselor Suzy Horton.
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Seventh graders take on challenge of saying kind things  



By: Grace Pryor
RCS Reporter

 Roxboro Community School (RCS) will hold 
its first ever homecoming Dec. 20. The home-
coming will be held at the RCS gym during the 
varsity basketball game. 
 According to Teresa Coleman, RCS dance 
teacher, the homecoming is being sponsored 
by RCS High School Student Council.
 There is a homecoming court made up of one 
male and one female representative from each 
high school grade. The representatives will be 
announced at halftime. They will be recognized 
with their escorts.
 The ninth grade female representative is Tori 
Bailey and the male representative is Dorian 
Drumwright. The 10th grade female and male 
representatives are Leah Solomon and Tanner 
Owens. The 11th grade female and male repre-
sentatives are Aaliyah Horton and Carson Hes-
ter. The 12th grade female and male represen-
tatives are Katie Carver and Bryson Pleasant.

 Coleman also said that during the halftime 
they are planning to have a half-court shoot 
out. She said they are also planning to recog-
nize any RCS alumni at the game.
 Justin Bettendorf, RCS gym teacher, and high 
school boys basketball coach, said that Cole-
man came to him with the idea of the home-
coming earlier this year and he thought it was 
great. He said they have wanted to do some-
thing like this for a long time. The hardest part 
of it was “getting everyone involved and mak-
ing sure that it runs smoothly and does not take 
too long and irritate the referees or the other 
team,” said Bettendorf.
 Bettendorf also said during the game he is 
going to “coach my tail off.” He also said “I’m 
excited that the students and the athletes are 
getting this opportunity.  Hopefully it turns into 
a yearly event!”
 Many students are looking forward to home-
coming and also hope it turns into a yearly 
event. RCS ninth grader Cora Bell said, “I am 
so excited for homecoming and getting to see 
my beautiful friends getting recognized.”

Roxboro Community School is holding first ever homecoming

By: Grace Pryor
RCS Reporter

 As many may know, cold and flu season is 
already here. The peak of the season though, 
is from December to February.
 According to Yvonne Pleasant, Roxboro 
Community School (RCS) nurse, symptoms that 
should be watched out for include a fever 
above 101.4, a cough, sore throat, body 
aches, stuffy or runny nose, and headaches. 
 To help prevent getting a cold, the flu, and 
other ailments, Pleasant recommended every-
one “get the flu vaccine; use everyday preven-
tive actions, such as covering the mouth and 
nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing; 
hand washing or using an alcohol-based hand 
rub, and cleaning/disinfecting surfaces often.” 
 She also recommended asking the doctor 
about flu antivirals. 
It is recommended when a fever is present, that

RCS school nurse offers tips for cold and flu prevention
 students and staff stay home -- fever-free -- for 
at least 24 hours. 
 Also important to remember is that people are 
contagious with the flu one day before symp-
toms begin, and up to five to seven days after 
becoming ill, and it can spread up to six feet 
away via coughing, sneezing or talking.
 At RCS this year, no positive flu cases have 
been reported yet. There have many complain-
ing of the “common cold,” which Pleasant said, 
“is typical with school starting back.”
 Typically, RCS begins to see students with 
positive flu cases in January. Pleasant said if a 
student receives a positive flu diagnosis, par-
ents are asked to contact the front desk.
 Pleasant said that a few years ago, 31 students 
were sent home in one school day with "flu-like 
symptoms.” It is important to take the 
necessary steps to help prevent the spread of 
the cold and flu, she said, so that RCS does not 
see a repeat of that year.


