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WELCOME TO WINTER BREAK

While Winter Break can be a welcome reprieve from the daily hustle and bustle, there

seems to always be a point where families hear, "I'm bored."  Families can list off chores

around the house, toys, games, or playing outside  however, even this laundry list of items

does not always work.  Here are list of ideas to help your family if you start to hear, "I'm

bored." over winter break.

Ideas to combat, "I'm bored." over Winter Break
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Thank you for all you do to

support your student at

home.  We appreciate you.

 

Bake cookies and

share with a neighbor

Play a card game

Write a math story

problem

Build with Legos

Make snowflakes out

of paper

MATH
IDEAS

Read a book

Write a story

Write a letter to someone

Put on a play

Create a scavenger hunt

Put on a news show

Read to a pet

Read with a flashlight

READING
IDEAS

Draw Things that Float

Draw the beautiful day

you can imagine

Create your own

gameboard

Draw life from a fly's point

of view

Build a fort with blankets

CREATIVE
IDEAS
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Watertown School District 14-4 
200 9th St. NE • Watertown, SD 57201 • Ph: (605) 882-6312 • Fax: (605) 882-6327 

 
Section 1116: District Level Parent and Family Engagement Policy 

The Watertown School District is dedicated to providing opportunities to build and strengthen relationships between home and school to 
enable all students to succeed in an ever-changing world.  The district recognizes parents as active, positive partners in the teaching and 
learning process.  This partnership is one that encourages learning at home and school.  The Watertown School District operates on a set of 
core beliefs and values that provide for a trusting relationship between adults and students. 

 Goal 1:  Provide parents the 
opportunity to assist in the 
planning, review and 
improvements of programs 
under Title I. 
 
 
 
 
Goal 2:  Provide families 
with activities/workshops/ 
trainings that assist them in 
improving and supporting 
their children’s learning.  
 
 
 
 
Goal 3:  Provide 
opportunities for all families 
to volunteer and contribute 
both at home and at school. 
 
 
 
 
Goal 4:  Provide 
professional development 
for staff and parents on how 
to work together.   
 
 
 
 
Goal 5:  Provide parents the 
opportunity to assist in the 
planning, review and 
improvements of programs 
under Title I. 

1.  The school district will hold an annual public meeting, in the August, which all parents/guardians who have 
students attending schools receiving Title I programming will be invited.  The purpose of the meeting is to 
explain the program and activities, to receive parent suggestions in the planning, development, and operation of 
the program.  The Title I Director will plan and conduct this meeting.   

2.  The school district will appoint a parent advisory committee consisting of staff, administrators, and parents 
for the purpose of reviewing policies, practices, and programs and giving feedback to the school.   

3.  This district will distribute a school/parent compact at the beginning of each school year.  The school/parent 
compact identifies the responsibilities for the school, parent, and student to support academic achievement. 

4. Each Title I school will hold at least one additional meeting each year with parents to provide in-service on 
curriculum and learning activities.  Staff members of each building will be responsible for scheduling the 
meeting and notifying the parents of the meeting.  During this meeting, parents and staff will determine activities 
and training necessary to meet the parent’s needs and the use of the 1% set aside money. 

5. The school district will provide materials and training to help parents work with their child to improve 
academic achievement by providing read at home activities, math activities, family literacy nights, and 
suggested websites. 

6. The school district will provide full opportunities for participation in Title I programs to parents and students 
with Limited English Proficiency, students with disabilities, and migrant families.  The district will ensure any 
information will be provided in an understandable format. 

7. The school district will inform parents at Title I schools of the Parent Resource Network and how to access 
information and training provided by this agency. 

8. Child progress reports will be prepared and shared with parents at Title I schools at the end of each grading 
period.  In addition, school personnel will participate in District parent/teacher conferences, held in the fall and 
spring. 

9. At the beginning of each school year, parents of Title I schools will be provided a copy of the school’s Family 
Engagement Policy and notification of their right to information regarding the qualifications of their child’s 
classroom teachers. 

10. Annually, in the spring of the year, parents of Title I schools will be asked to complete a questionnaire on 
parental involvement and the planning, review, and improvements of programs under Title I. Based on the 
responses from the questionnaire, the Title I Advisory Board will make improvements to the policy or the Title I 
program as needed.  
 

11. The school district will submit any parent comments about the LEA Title I plan, if found unsatisfactory, to the 
Department of Education when the plan is submitted. 

12. The Watertown School District will coordinate and integrate parental involvement strategies in Title I, Part A 
with parental involvement strategies with the local Head Start program. 

 Parents and families can request a print copy of any policy by contacting the District Office at: 605-882-6312.  
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Watertown School District 14-4 
619 2nd St. NW • Watertown, SD 57201 • Ph: (605) 882-6385 • Fax: (605) 882-6382 

 
Section 1116: Mellette Elementary Parent and Family Engagement Policy 

 
Vision Statement:  At Mellette Elementary School, we know that parents are their children’s first and most important 
teachers.  Parents are active positive partners in the teaching and learning process.  Their partnership is one that encourages learning 
at home and at school.  Each parent will blend into the school community as a parent volunteer.  Teachers involve every parent in the 
teaching and learning process in a meaningful way.  Mellette School will operate on a set of core beliefs and values that provide for a 
trusting relationship between adults and students. 
 
Goal 1:  Provide a family-
friendly environment. 

1. Parents are invited to an open house at the beginning of the school year and conferences 
during the year.  Parent-Teacher Conferences will include the classroom teacher, any specialty 
teacher, and parent(s). 

2.  Signs welcome visitors and direct them to the office where they are greeted politely.  Every 
visitor must check in with the office staff for safety reasons.   

3. The office seating area is inviting and comfortable.  Parents will receive assistance as soon as 
possible. 

4. Parents enter Mellette Elementary seeing students’ accomplishments through their work on  
display throughout the building. 

5. Parents are encouraged to identify the best way to communicate from school to home.  Ex. 
Phone call, text, email, etc. 

 
Goal 2:  Provide families 
with activities/workshops/ 
trainings that assist them 
in improving and 
supporting their children’s 
learning.  

1. During the Title I Family Nights, the school will provide educational workshops to assist parents 
in understanding the academic assessments used to measure student progress, programming 
offered under Title I, and instructional procedures used when working with their children. 

2. Parents receive Early Years: Working Together for a Great Start and Reading Connection 
newsletters monthly. 

3. When parent workshops are offered in the state or communities, mileage reimbursement is 
offered as an incentive for parents to attend. 

4. Educational games and activities are highlighted and parents are given strategies to assist their 
students’ learning during Title I Family Nights. 

 
Goal 3:  Provide 
opportunities for all 
families to volunteer and 
contribute both at home 
and at school. 

1. Parents are invited and encouraged to volunteer in their child’s classroom.  Volunteer 
opportunities include:  reading to children, helping with parties, field trip chaperone and 
participation, assist in classrooms, and help/visit the lunchroom.  Parents are encouraged to call 
Mellette Elementary School: 605-882-6385. 

2. Parents are asked to share their talents, culture, and job-related knowledge during a teaching 
unit relating to those known skills and needed information. 

3. Parents are encouraged to join PTO and be involved in monthly activities through that 
organization. 

4. Parents are encouraged to read to children nightly and assist in homework and study skills.  
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Goal 4:  Provide 
professional development 
for staff and parents on 
how to work together.    

1. Building goals to encourage and document teacher contact with parents.  

2. School information will be posted to the Mellette Elementary school website, available for all 
parents to access.  If a print copy is needed, one will be provided. 

3. Parents will have access to and receive a monthly report from National Association of 
Elementary School Principals (NAESP).   

 
Goal 5:  Provide parents 
the opportunity to assist in 
the planning, review and 
improvements of programs 
under Title I. 

1.  Parents are given the opportunity to give input and feedback through completing surveys 
disseminated at parent nights and conferences. 

2.  The Title I Director hosts an annual Title I Parent Advisory Council to review the District Level 
Parent Involvement Policy as well as encouraging feedback and input into Title I program planning.   

3.  The school district will provide full opportunities for participation in Title I programs to parents and 
students with Limited English Proficiency, students with disabilities, and migrant families.  The 
district will ensure any information will be provided in an understandable format. 

4.  A public notice is placed in the local newspaper and on the District website in the spring inviting 
community members to provide input into the Title I programming. 

 
About the Process of Development of the School Level Parent Involvement Policy: 
This policy was developed by a committee of parents, teachers, and support staff.  Here is what we did: 

1. The team meets in conjunction with our Annual Fun Family Night where the policies are reviewed and input is encouraged. 
2. Families are invited to Mellette Elementary.  During the meeting, parents are encouraged to share their input into the Title I 

programming.   
3. This plan will be reviewed annually in conjunction with family nights. 

 
 

Resources for Parents: 
www.sdpirc.org 

www.starfall.com  
 

Watertown Curriculum Resources 
http://watertown.k12.sd.us/curres/ 
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Section 1116: School-Parent Compact 

 

Watertown School – Parent Compact 

 
Watertown School District: Enabling all students to succeed in an ever-changing world 

School Responsibilities Parent Responsibilities Student Responsibilities 

We, as a school staff, will support  
our parent and students in  

the following ways: 

We, as parents, will support  
our children’s learning in  

the following ways: 

We, as students, will share the responsibility 
to improve our academic achievement and 

achieve the state’s high standards.   
Specifically: 

1. Provide students standards-based 
reading and math instruction by highly 
qualified teachers. 

1. Provide a time and space for homework 
and check that all work is complete. 

1. Do my homework every day. 

2. Provide parents with quarterly progress 
reports. 

2. Communicate regularly with my child’s 
school/teacher through email, phone contact, 
and conferences 

2. Ask for help when I need it. 

3. Be available to parents during school 
conferences and through email, phone 
contact, and face-to-face consultation from 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. 

3. Read to/with my child every day. 3. Read at least 20 minutes every day outside of 
school. 

4. Provide parents opportunities to 
volunteer in their child’s classroom and 
learn ways to improve their child’s 
academic achievement. 

4. Participate in opportunities provided by the 
school to volunteer, receive training, and 
provide input. 

4. Strive to do my very best every day! 

 

McKinley Elementary School: 605-882-6350 
Mellette Elementary School: 605-882-6385 

Roosevelt Elementary: 605-882-6360 
Intermediate School: 605-882-6355 
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200 9th St. NE • Watertown, SD 57201 • Ph: (605) 882-6312 • Fax: (605) 882-6327 

 
Section 1111: Parent Right to Know Notification 

 

TO: Parents of ALL students ATTENDING A TITLE I SCHOOL  
FROM: Shannon Smith, Title I Director 
RE: Parents’ Right to Know  

In accordance with Title I Part A, Section 1111 (h)(6), this is to notify you that, as a parent of a student attending a Title I school, you may request 
information regarding the professional qualifications of your child’s classroom teachers. The Watertown School District will provide a response to the 
parent’s request in a timely manner.  

The information provided to parents will include the following:  

1. Whether any teacher has met state qualification and licensing criteria for the grade level and subject areas in which the teacher provides 
instruction,  

2. Whether any teacher is teaching under an “Authority to Act” status,  
3. The baccalaureate degree or major of the degree held by the teacher, and the field of discipline of the certification or degree, and  
4. Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications.  

Parents may also request information on the level of achievement of their child in each of the state academic assessments. The Watertown School 
District will give parents timely notice that their child has been assigned, or has been taught for four or more consecutive weeks by a teacher who is 
not highly qualified.  

Any parent wishing to obtain information regarding the qualifications of their child’s teacher may direct inquiries to the building principal.  

All inquiries regarding achievement information on your child can also be obtained by contacting your child’s building principal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


