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Technology 

After a long trial process, we decided to proceed with a GoGuardian license for our students.  Again, this 

program allows the teachers to monitor at a single glance what the students are doing in their 

classroom.  It also allows the teachers to review the student’s internet history while in their classroom.  

In addition, the teachers can push out sites that they want their students to go to, lock their 

Chromebooks to certain sites, and lock all of the Chromebook’s screens to address the class.  This 

program has been popular with the staff and easy to use for administration.  In addition, this program 

has a component that is referred to as the “Penalty Box”, which acts just the opposite of a filter.  The 

Penalty Box blocks all websites except the ones we allow whereas a filter allows everything except the 

ones we block.  It is a very restrictive program that is intended to help our some of our students who 

have a difficult time staying on track.  GoGuardian also sends a daily usage report with the most popular 

sites visited for the day. 

 

As for the filtering side of GoGuardian, it filters the internet usage here at school as well as at home.  

The filter is customizable within categories as well as specific sites.  We will make changes along the way 

to make sure that the students are safe yet can access the sites they need for instruction. 

 

GEAR UP Grant 

We have recently made some changes regarding our GEAR UP Grant in regards to our overall approach 

to helping the students in “Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs.”  

Previously the students had been removed from physical education to learn prepared lessons from an 

ISAC (Illinois Student Assistance Commission) GEAR UP Corp member.  We are now moving to a district 

employee who will be reimbursed by the ISAC grant.  This employee will be working as a college and 

career counselor, our in-school detention supervisor, and work on the grant reporting.  This new format 

will provide greater flexibility to assist our students. 

 

In addition, the GEAR UP grant is providing our school with a few additional Promethean Active Panels 

and 147 additional Chromebooks.  We are looking forward to getting these devices in student hands 

because our older ones are struggling to keep up.   


