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Two Minute Talk

● Each individual will have 2 minutes to brainstorm with 
their partner.

● Share with a partner, by brainstorming, everything you 
know about the Common Core and PARCC by 
completing the “K” column.

● Share with a partner, by brainstorming, what you would 
want to learn about the Common Core and PARCC by 
completing the “W” column.

● Be ready to share with the group.



At the end of this workshop, you will be able to:

Explain the fundamentals of CCSS and PARCC through videos, discussion and 
activities.
Identify effective instruction to implement the shifts of the CCSS and PARCC 
through guided activities and workshop discussion.
Compare the Common Core and PARCC assessment to meet instruction for 
PARCC readiness through visuals, activities and workshop discussion.
Apply knowledge of the ELA Shifts to implement in classroom instruction 
through district resources individually or in small groups.
Evaluate goals tied to the ELA Shifts and PARCC to raise the rigor of 
instruction through text complexity, reflection,questions and comments.



Are our students prepared for College and 
Careers?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dY2mRM4i6tY


What are the Common Core Standards?

● The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) represent a coherent 
progression of learning expectations in English language arts and 
mathematics designed to prepare K–12 students for college and 
career success. 

● The standards define the knowledge and skills students should 
have in their K–12 education, emphasize learning goals, describe 
end-of-year expectations, and focus on results, leaving room for 
teachers to determine how these learning goals should be 
achieved.

www.readingrockets.com
www.commoncore.org

http://www.readingrockets.com
http://www.readingrockets.com
http://www.commoncore.org
http://www.commoncore.org
http://karmakiss.net/images/thumbnails/4/620/620/BRE024_Color_Wheel_Umbrella3.jpg


How were the standards developed?

● June, 2009- partnership of the Council of Chief State 
School Officers (CCSSO) and the National Governors 
Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center). 

● June 2010- State leaders in the two organizations 
developed the CCSS, together with parents, teachers, 
school administrators, and experts from across the 
country. Both national and international research and 
evidence informed development of the standards. After 
public comment, the final version of the CCSS was 
released in.

www.readingrockets.org 

http://www.readingrockets.org
http://www.readingrockets.org
http://www.readingrockets.org




Divided into Two Categories

● First, the college- and career-readiness 
standards, which address what students are 
expected to know and understand by the 
time they graduate from high school

● Second, the K-12 standards, which 
address expectations for elementary school 
through high school.



Common Core explained in 3 minutes

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5s0rRk9sER0


Structure of the Strands



The College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards form 
the backbone of the ELA/literacy standards by articulating 
core knowledge and skills, while grade-specific standards 
provide additional specificity. 
Beginning in grade 6, the literacy standards allow teachers 
of ELA, history/social studies, science, and technical 
subjects to use their content area expertise to help students 
meet the particular challenges of reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and language in their respective fields.



K-12 Standards

● The K-12 standards define what students should 
understand and be able to do by the end of each grade.

● They correspond to the College and Career Readiness 
(CCR) anchor standards by number. 

● The CCR and grade-specific standards are necessary 
complements—the former providing broad standards, 
the latter providing additional specificity—that together 
define the skills and understandings that all students 
must demonstrate.



Identify the Standard- R.CCR.2 Determine central ideas or themes of a 
text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details 

and ideas

Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is 
supported by key details; summarize the text.



RI.K.2 - With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key 
details of a text.
RI.1.2 - Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.
RI.2.2 - Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of 
specific paragraphs within the text.
RI.3.2 - Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain 
how they support the main idea.
RI.4.2-  Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by 
key details; summarize the text.
RI.5.2 - Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are 
supported by key details; summarize the text.
RI.6.2 - Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through 
particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions 
or judgments.



RI.7.2 - Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the 
text.
RI.8.2 - Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 
course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an 
objective summary of the text.
RI.9-10.2 - Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over 
the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
RI.11-12.2 - Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on 
one another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the 
text.





Key Ideas and Details

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.1

Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.2
Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 
summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.3
Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over 
the course of a text.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/3/


Craft and Structure
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.4

Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining 
technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word 
choices shape meaning or tone.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.5
Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, 
and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate 
to each other and the whole.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.6
Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/6/


Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.7

Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.8
Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the 
validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.9
Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to 
build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/9/


Range of Reading and Level Complexity

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.10

Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently 
and proficiently.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/10/


Handout 1

Common Core Standard Cheat Sheet

http://drive.google.com/open?id=0BzLaNCx7-U_ubGtCcy0zTTJoWFE
http://drive.google.com/open?id=0BzLaNCx7-U_ubGtCcy0zTTJoWFE


�According to the CCSS, all teachers are 
responsible for teaching Literacy in their 
content areas.
�

�Literacy includes both Reading and Writing.
TO SUM IT UP…..

�Content area teachers do not change what 
they teach, but how they teach!



Handout 2

Common Core Standards Overview

http://drive.google.com/open?id=0BzLaNCx7-U_ubDRha2ZpWUptOEE
http://drive.google.com/open?id=0BzLaNCx7-U_ubDRha2ZpWUptOEE


Other Changes…………..

Standards for reading and writing in history/social studies, 
science, and technical subjects:
● Complement rather than replace content standards in 

those subjects
● Responsibility of teachers in those subjects
● Emphasis on research and using evidence
● Attention to text complexity
● History/Social Studies - Common Core State Standards

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/


 ELA grades 9-12

CCSS grades 9-12
Questions to Consider:
● How can teachers help students learn to the ELA CCS in content areas 

outside of Literacy classes?
● What does the emphasis on "depth" look like in practice?
● How can we make adapting to Common Core a reflection point in our 

practice? Will the new standards change the way we teach?

http://fw.to/CjjLRfb
http://fw.to/CjjLRfb




PAGE   

Comparing Traditional Assessment 
to CCSS Assessment – An Overview

 Regular practice with complex text and its 
academic language

From To

Little emphasis on text complexity Strong emphasis on text complexity

Vocabulary questions often focused on 
prior knowledge rather than context; 
little emphasis on tier 2 words

Vocabulary questions focused on 
meaning of words in context; strong 
emphasis on tier 2 words and words 
important to central ideas 

Figurative language questions focused 
on literary terms

Figurative language questions focused 
on meaning, not terms

http://www.achievethecore.org
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Comparing Traditional Assessment 
to CCSS Assessment – An Overview

Reading, writing and speaking grounded in 
evidence from text, both literary and informational

From To

Focus on simple recall or superficial 
analysis

Focus on careful reading and analysis 
of texts

Little or no emphasis on using textual 
evidence

Strong emphasis on using textual 
evidence

Decontextualized writing prompts Writing to sources

http://www.achievethecore.org
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Comparing Traditional Assessment 
to CCSS Assessment – An Overview

Building knowledge through content-rich 
nonfiction

From To

Equal representation of informational 
and literary texts; limited focus on the 
quality of informational texts

More informational texts as students 
move through the grades; greater focus 
on content-rich informational texts at 
all grades

http://www.achievethecore.org




Shift 1- Build knowledge through 
content- rich nonfiction

Classrooms are places where students access the world – 
science, social studies, the arts and literature – through 
informational and literary text. 
In elementary, at least 50% of what students read is 
informational; in middle school, it is 55%; and by the end of 
high school, it is 70%.  Increasing the amount of 
informational text students read K-12 will prepare them
to read college and career-ready texts.



Building knowledge through content-rich text



Grade Level Percentage of time on 
Literacy Reading

Percentage of time reading 
for information 

Elementary 50% 50%

Middle School 45% 55%

High School 30% 70%

Balance of Text

Informational shift
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Comparing Traditional Assessment to CCSS 
Assessment – Informational Text (Shift 1) 

As students progress through the grades, they need 
to become more skillful at reading high-quality  
complex informational text, so that they are ready 
for the demands of college and careers. Literature 
is also important and does not go away!  But 
assessments should present an increasing 
proportion of high-quality informational texts—
texts that are worth reading. 

http://www.achievethecore.org
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Comparing Traditional Assessment 
to CCSS Assessment – Informational Text
How do we evaluate whether or not an informational 
text is content-rich? Here are some guidelines:
• Most texts should be previously published because published texts have been 

accepted and edited by professional publication editors. 

•  Whether previously published or not, a text must reflect a professional editing 
process and represent excellence in the author’s craft, e.g., 

– Its content must be tightly and clearly structured

– Its content must be comprehensive and error free

– History/social studies or science/technical content, specifically, must reflect the 
kind of writing that is produced by authorities in the particular academic 
discipline.

http://www.achievethecore.org
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Comparing Traditional Assessment 
to CCSS Assessment – Informational Text
How to evaluate informational texts, continued 
• Many of the informational texts on assessments should use 

informational text structures rather than a narrative structure, so 
that students are challenged with text structures similar to what 
they will encounter in college and careers. (Informational texts 
with narrative structures will usually be history or literary 
nonfiction rather than science and technical subjects.) 

• Whether previously published or not, a text must enable students 
to develop rich content knowledge. 

http://www.achievethecore.org
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Comparing Traditional Assessment 
to CCSS Assessment – Informational Text

Traditional Assessment Text Content-Rich Assessment Text 
. . . Lake Baikal is not only the deepest lake 
in the world; it is unusual in many other 
ways. It has a lot of biodiversity; more than 
1500 species of animals and plants live in 
the lake, many of which cannot be found 
living anywhere else in the world. There are 
especially a lot of snails and shrimp-like 
animals everywhere in the lake, enjoying its 
cool temperatures and clean, deep water. 
Scientists travel from all over the world to 
study the many life forms living in Lake 
Baikal. 

. . . Scientists have also discovered that Lake 
Baikal contains a large variety of living things. 
For example, there are 147 species of snails and 
255 species of shrimp-like animals. Many of the 
plant and animal species in the lake are found 
nowhere else. A comparison to Lake Tahoe, in 
Nevada, shows how unusual such biodiversity is:  
Like Baikal, Tahoe was formed by movement of 
tectonic plates, but it is a much younger lake and 
has only 2 native species. Baikal has as many as 
1500. Many of the species in Baikal have survived 
from prehistoric times, giving scientists important 
insights into early life forms. 

http://www.achievethecore.org


Implementing Shift 1 

Shift 1-Building Knowledge Through Content Rich 
Informational and non-fiction text 

Example:

● Novel- Old Man and the Sea
● Informational text sets and videos about Cuba, Joe DiMaggio, 

Cuban culture, fishing.
● Learn through different disciplines



Your Turn

Work in groups to answer the following questions:

1. Think of a novel or topic that you teach in class
2. What informational resources can you add to instruction?
3. How would this enhance the learning experience and 
correlate to the CCSS?







Shift 2- Reading and Writing Grounded in 
Evidence

Shifting away from today’s emphasis on narrative writing (in 
response to de-contextualized prompts), the standards 
place a premium on students writing to sources, i.e., using 
evidence from texts to present careful analyses, well-
defended claims, and clear information. Rather than asking 
students questions they can answer from their prior 
knowledge or experience, the standards expect students to 
answer questions that depend on their having actually read 
the text.



Shift 2- Reading and Writing Grounded in Evidence

Reading standards focus on students’ ability to read closely 
and grasp information, arguments, ideas and details based 
on text evidence. Students should be able to answer a 
range of text-dependent questions, questions in which the 
answers require no information from outside the text, but 
instead require inferences based on careful attention to the 
text.



Comparing CCSS Pre and Post Reading 
Instruction

● View the following slide and discuss the 
differences in text instruction for 
comprehension.

● What are the major differences
● How does this align to the ELA shift
● Make notes to discuss with group









How would you make this prompt aligned to the 
shifts of the CCSS?



Close Reading/Analytical

Deeper Critical
      Thinking



    Critical thinking and Instruction

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWYceSEPC-8


                       Your Turn

Handout-  Douglass Excerpt Appendix B.docx 

In groups, read the passage and write 3-5 
questions to invoke analytical thinking











1. Regular practice with complex text and its academic language
Rather than focusing solely on the skills of reading and writing, the Standards 
highlight the growing complexity of the texts students must read to be ready 
for the demands of college and careers. The Standards build a staircase of 
text complexity so that all students are ready for the demands of college- and 
career-level reading no later than the end of high school. Closely related to 
text complexity—and inextricably connected to reading comprehension—is a 
focus on academic vocabulary: words that appear in a variety of content areas 
(such as ignite and commit).

Shift 3 - Regular practice with complex text and its 
academic language.



Text Complexity

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q0uZwDP6cGo








● Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway 610L.
● Twilight garners a Lexile score of 720.
● A Farewell to Arms – Ernest Hemingway 730L.
● Beverly Cleary’s Ramona Quimby, Age 8, has a Lexile score of 860.
● Diary of a Wimpy Kid has 1000L.
● Moby Dick by Herman Melville has a Lexile of 1200.
● The Wee Little Woman is a board book by Byron Barton and has a Lexile 

of 1300.
**According to Titlewave:
The Diary of a Wimpy Kid 950
Fahrenheit 451                   890
Gossip Girl                           820
The Great Gilly Hopkins    800





Name URL
 
ATOS by Renaissance Learning 

 
http://www.renlearn.com/atos/ 
 

 
Degrees of Reading Power® (DRP®) by Questar 
Assessment, Inc. 

 
http://www.questarai.com/products/drpprogram/pages/drp_analyzer.
aspx 
 

 
Readability Test Tool Partnered with 
Flesch-Kincaid (public domain)

 
http://www.read-able.com/  
 

 
The Lexile® Framework For Reading by 
MetaMetrics 

 
http://www.lexile.com/analyzer/  
 
 

 
Easability Indicator by Coh-Metrix 

 
Htt p://141.225.42.101/cohmetrixgates/Home.aspx  
 

For a description of each of the tools of analysis, please refer to CCSSO (2012). http://www.corestandards.org/assets/E0813_Appendix_A_New_Research_on_Text_Complexity.
pdf 

http://www.renlearn.com/atos/
http://www.renlearn.com/atos/
http://www.questarai.com/products/drpprogram/pages/drp_analyzer.aspx
http://www.questarai.com/products/drpprogram/pages/drp_analyzer.aspx
http://www.questarai.com/products/drpprogram/pages/drp_analyzer.aspx
http://www.read-able.com/
http://www.read-able.com/
http://www.lexile.com/analyzer/
http://www.lexile.com/analyzer/
http://141.225.42.101/cohmetrixgates/Home.aspx
http://141.225.42.101/cohmetrixgates/Home.aspx
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/E0813_Appendix_A_New_Research_on_Text_Complexity.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/E0813_Appendix_A_New_Research_on_Text_Complexity.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/E0813_Appendix_A_New_Research_on_Text_Complexity.pdf


Text Complexity

Appendix A of the CCSS

Literacy Text Complexity Worksheet

Information Text Complexity Worksheet

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/Literary%20Text%20Analysis%20Worksheet.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/Literary%20Text%20Analysis%20Worksheet.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/Informational%20Text%20Analysis%20Worksheet.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/Informational%20Text%20Analysis%20Worksheet.pdf


Academic Vocabulary
Tier I
Tier ITTer TIER I

Tier I
● Everyday language-  (big, small, house)

● Learned by hearing family, peers, and teachers use 
them when speaking.

● Especially important for English language learners 
who may not be familiar with them.



Academic Vocabulary

Tier II
● Rich Vocabulary- (justify, explain, expand, predict, summarize, maintain)

■ Blooms Taxonomy 

● Cross Curriculum- Appears in various contexts and topics and play an 
important role in verbal functioning across a variety of content areas

● General academic words and have high utility across a wide range of 
topics and contexts.

Rich Vocabulary
     



Academic Vocabulary

Tier III
● Content/ Domain specific-  (isotope, tectonic plates, carcinogens, mitosis, 

lithosphere)

● Low frequency, specialized words that appear in specific fields or content 
areas.

● Comprehension in specific content areas.



Handout 3 & 4

Appendix B of the Common Core

Blooms Taxonomy

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf
http://ww2.odu.edu/educ/roverbau/Bloom/blooms_taxonomy.htm
http://ww2.odu.edu/educ/roverbau/Bloom/blooms_taxonomy.htm


PART II

























PARCC Testing

PBA- Performance Based Assessment
● Reading and Writing grounded in evidence

Summative- End of Year
● EBSR
● TECR











PARCC PASSAGE Examples

PARCC Task Prototypes and New Sample 
Items for ELA …

PARCC SAMPLES 6-11

http://www.parcconline.org/samples/ELA
http://www.parcconline.org/samples/ELA
http://www.parcconline.org/samples/ELA
http://www.parcconline.org/samples/ELA
http://www.parcconline.org/samples/ELA#2
http://www.parcconline.org/samples/ELA#2


ELA PASSAGES

ELA Example I

ELA Example II

ELA Example III

http://www.state.nj.us/education/sca/ppt/gears/video/m14.htm
http://www.state.nj.us/education/sca/ppt/gears/video/m14.htm
http://www.state.nj.us/education/sca/ppt/gears/video/m15.htm
http://www.state.nj.us/education/sca/ppt/gears/video/m15.htm
http://www.state.nj.us/education/sca/ppt/gears/video/m16.htm
http://www.state.nj.us/education/sca/ppt/gears/video/m16.htm


Practice test for each grade level for teachers 
to get a true understanding of the PARCC 

assessment.
PARCC Sample Test

http://practice.parcc.testnav.com/#
http://practice.parcc.testnav.com/#
http://blog.practutor.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/parcc-11.png


PARCC Components

● EBSR- Evidence Based Selective Response
Fancy word for MC questions

● TECR- Technology Enhanced Constructive Response.  
Graphic organizer type drop and drag.  Example- 
Timeline, drop and drag. No technology will: circle, 
underline.

●  Academic Vocabulary - Bloom  VERY IMPORTANT!
● Three Sections: Literary Analysis, Research Simulation 

and Narrative 



Important Tips for PARCC 

● All textual support must be direct citations (with 
quotation marks) and must be included in all essay 
writing no matter what grade. 

● All directions and prompts will include Bloom words.  
Each teacher should make sure that they are using this 
vocabulary in class—especially the term “analyze”

● There will be NO OPEN ENDED RESPONSES 



Important Tips for PARCC 

All writing tasks will be in essay format.  Believe it or 
not, they are suggesting 5 paragraphs with the first 
paragraph being the strongest because most state readers 
make a grade decision by the end of the first paragraph.  
However, I would recommend this only to below average 
students to bring them to proficient.  This will not bring them 
to advance proficient.   Make sure that students incorporate 
advanced vocabulary in their writing.  Example- instead of 
saying “story or article”, they can say “prose”



Important Tips for PARCC

● All writing tasks must address the other side- even in 
opinion writing.  This is important in grades 3-12.  This 
does include the persuasive essay. 

● Cloze reading strategies will be the transition to link 
Common Core to PARCC. Have student read cold 
(independent), analyze text and vocabulary with 
students through discussion and questions and then 
read it orally for fluency with students. 



Passage Lengths- Short and Extended

Long and Short Fiction Passages- Section 1

Long and Short Non- Fiction Passages- Section 2

Long or Short Non-Fiction or Fiction Passage- Section 3



Section 1- Literary Analysis Task

Part A- prose, poem or drama

● Long Fiction Passage (grade band)
● EBSR Question
● TECR Question
● Vocabulary



Section 1- Literary Analysis Task

Part B- prose, poem, or drama 
● Short Passage- (grade band)
● EBSR question
● TECR question
● Vocabulary
● Possible audio or video instead of text 



Section 1- Literary Analysis Task

Part C- Writing
Analysis Task Essay

● You have just read two texts ___________ and __________.  Write an 
essay that ___________________________________________ for 
Theme, Characterization or other elements like Structure.

● Higher level of thinking
● 5 paragraph essay

www. alatnj.org



Section 1- Literary Analysis Task

Bloom’s Taxonomy 
Theme: low level to higher level of thinking...
● identify a theme in both stories and explain how the theme is shown 

through the characters or author.
● compare and contrast the approaches each text uses to develop the theme
● identify a theme from each text and analyze how each theme is developed.
● identify and explain a theme that is similar in both passages.



Section 1- Literary Analysis Task

Characterization or Other Elements: 
       low to high- elementary to high school

● explain how characters’ words and actions are important to the plots of the 
story.

● describe how the events in both texts did not happen how the narrators’ 
expected and how the point of view influenced the events.

● analyze how each author creates tension in both stories.
● analyze the different approaches the author takes to develop the character 

or element

Student must give specific evidence/details from both 
selections



Section II- Research Simulation Task

● Four Parts
○ Part A,B,C,D

● History and Science based

● History- Document Based Questions (DBQ)



Section II- Research Simulation Task

Part A- Reading Passage
● Long Non- Fiction Passage: article, speech, 

argument, opinion, biography, court case
● EBSR
● TECR
● Vocabulary-  Academic 



Section II- Research Simulation Task

Part B- Reading Passage
● Short Non-Fiction: (same text as part A)
● EBSR
● TECR
● Vocabulary

Part C- Reading Passage
● Short Non-Fiction text, video or audio clip
● EBSR
● TECR
● Vocabulary

KNOW THE WORD ANALYZE!!!!



Section II- Research Simulation Task

Part D- Writing Research Simulation Task
● RST=DBQ
     Read two texts and view video.  Multiple 
● Must use evidence from all sources or at 

least two sources in essay. Students need to 
show proof!

● 5 paragraph essay



Section II- Research Simulation Task

You have read two texts _________________ and viewed a video 
____________________.  In an essay:

Simple to more complex  (grades 3-8)
Science related task:
● describe the roles of _______ and ________in a process or procedure.
● compare how each source describes the roles of __________ and 

__________ in a process or procedure
● identify a similar claim in the sources and then compare and contrast the 

evidence of each source
● compare the purposes of each source then analyze how each source uses 

the information for evidence.
www.alatnj.org



Section II- Research Simulation Task

HISTORY RELATED OR ARGUMENTATIVE-  
● This will be found mostly in high school
You have read two texts _________________ and viewed a video 
____________________.  In an essay:

● compare and contrast a primary argument in each text.
● explore the author’s purpose

Court Case:
● analyze how effectively the arguments are presented for each side



Section III- Narrative Task

Part A- Reading Passage
● TECR Question
● 4- EBSR Questions
● Passages can be either long or short
● Passages can be either fiction or non-fiction
● Text, audio, video or combination
● Being that this is a narrative task, look for fiction



Section III- Narrative Task

Part B- Writing
Fiction:
● Write a journal entry from the character_________ 

about what happened in the story
● Write a narrative story retelling from the character’s 

point of view
● Write an original story that describes the character does 

next.



Section III- Narrative Task

● Write a continuation of the story using details from the 
story read

● Write a narrative story that describes major events in 
the passage from the point of view from the character or 
another character that was secondary in the passage.

● Write a narrative story that describes what the character 
does and what he or she experiences.

Use story plot line as a guide (character, setting, major 
events



Section III- Narrative Task

Non-Fiction:
You have just read an article on______________ with a 
short personal introduction.

● Write an original story from the perspective of 
______________.  
Must include details from article read in the original 

story.





PARCC has released a set of test 
specification documents, including 
assessment blueprints and evidence 

statement tables, to help educators and 
the general public better understand the 

design of the PARCC assessments. 

PARCC Blueprints and Test Specs

http://parcconline.org/assessment-blueprints-test-specs
http://parcconline.org/assessment-blueprints-test-specs


PARCC/CCSS Resources
PARCC Writing Tasks - Samples of each section of PARCC per grade level
Reading Sage- Practice tests for students
Achieve the Core-This website is full of free content designed to help educators 
understand and implement the Common Core State Standards. It includes 
practical tools designed to help students and teachers see their hard work 
deliver results.
ELA Shifts- Illinois State Dept of Ed - Awesome site for all CCSS resources
Oregon State Dept of Ed- Excellent site multiple resources for the CCSS
Common Core Standards- Official Common Core website for each grade level 
standards along with resources
PARCC Accommodations- Website with accommodation manuals

http://www.parcconline.org/samples/english-language-artsliteracy/grade-6-elaliteracy
http://www.parcconline.org/samples/english-language-artsliteracy/grade-6-elaliteracy
http://reading-sage.blogspot.com/2012/06/common-core-testing-samples-english.html
http://reading-sage.blogspot.com/2012/06/common-core-testing-samples-english.html
http://achievethecore.org
http://education.illinoisstate.edu/casei/ela/ways.shtml
http://education.illinoisstate.edu/casei/ela/ways.shtml
http://www.ode.state.or.us/teachlearn/real/newspaper/newspaper_section.aspx?subjectcd=ELA
http://www.ode.state.or.us/teachlearn/real/newspaper/newspaper_section.aspx?subjectcd=ELA
http://www.corestandards.org/read-the-standards/
http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual
http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual


CCSS & PARCC Resources

CCSS and PARCC Multi Resource website

http://www.edutopia.org/common-core-state-standards-resources
http://www.edutopia.org/common-core-state-standards-resources
http://portal.norwalkps.org/curriculum/ccss/PublishingImages/NPS%20CCSS%20Apple%20lg.jpg


pearltrees.com
beckygarofalo2

Virtual web site with multiple resources for the CCSS 
and PARCC and more!  Feel free to pick the tree and 
make it your own.

beckygarofalo@gmail.com

Follow me on twitter 
@BeckyGarofalo and
#Literacy4pros

http://culture-communication.fr/candc/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/pearltree1.png
http://fontmeme.com/images/Gmail-Logo.jpg
http://logodatabases.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/twitter-logo-square.png


Comments and/or Questions???

http://www2.uncp.edu/home/acurtis/Courses/ResourcesForCourses/images/ReflectionLogotype.jpg
http://www.mikelaverick.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/702947781_1395366929.jpg
http://cf067b.medialib.glogster.com/media/24/249d074897702a1fa9c022a7f577d6f11e90121130d9bb639d70ddbc01961435/question-mark-puzzle-istock.jpg

