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Amendments 

Amendment 1 – Addition #31 to subsection 6.1 “31. The Contractor shall provide a 
description and examples of the impact of the “Tariff Rate” on the seven (7) Town’s and 
the five (5) RSU 12 building’s monthly billings.” 

Amendment 2.1 – Addition #25 to subsection 6.3 “25. The Contractor shall provide a 
description and examples of the impact of the “Tariff Rate” on the commercial entities 
building’s monthly billings.” 

Amendment 2.2 – Addition #32 to subsection 6.1 “32. The Contractor shall provide a 
description and examples of the impact of the “Solar Renewable Energy Credits” on the 
seven (7) Town’s and the five (5) RSU 12 buildings annual return on investment.” 

Amendment 2.3 – Addition #26 to subsection 6.3 “26. The Contractor shall provide a 
description and examples of the impact of the “Solar Renewable Energy Credits” on the 
commercial entities buildings annual return on investment.” 
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1. Introduction 

Awarding Authority: RSU 12 Community Association  
Address: 665 Patricktown Road, Somerville, Maine 04348 
Contact Person Superintendent, Howie Tuttle 
Telephone: (207) 549-3261 

The RSU 12 Community Association (“Association” and “Awarding Authority”) consists of the Sheepscot 
Regional School Unit 12 (RSU 12) and the interested Town Governments.  The Association seeks 
proposals from qualified, interested parties (Individually a “Respondent” and collectively the 
“respondents”) with one Respondent ultimately selected to serve as the contractor (“Contractor”) to 
design, procure, install, test, and commission a solar photovoltaic (PV) power generating system (“PV 
System”) at a site described in this RFP or alternative site as recommended by the Respondent. 

Respondents to this RFP are required to demonstrate experience in identifying, assessing, planning, 
designing, installing and maintaining solar power electric generation facilities. The Respondent shall also 
be required to submit proposals from any entity with which it intends to subcontract all, or any work 
associated with the solar installation(s). The Association looks favorably upon Respondents that 
demonstrate experience in successfully providing solar installations in Maine. The Association may cancel 
this RFP or may reject in whole or in part any and all Responses if the Association determines that 
cancellation or rejection is in its best interest. 
 

 
1.1 Project Description 
 
The Awarding Authority intends to enter into a Solar PV installation Agreement. Specifically, the 
purpose of this RFP is to solicit proposals from Respondents to design, procure, install, test, 
commission, and provide maintenance services for a solar photovoltaic (PV) power generating system 
("PV System") at a site owned by either the Association as further described in this RFP or the 
Respondent 
 
The Association’s aim is to move as quickly as practicable and identify, through this RFP, the most 
qualified Respondent that: (1) meets the needs of the Association; (2) demonstrates a thorough 
understanding of current or pending Maine solar energy policies, legislation, and/or regulation, to 
include but not limited to, state solar net metering rules; (3) understands the site location’s 
permitting and zoning regulations; and (4) can demonstrate successful implementation of 
comparably sized projects with municipal or other non-residential entities, in the CMP service 
territory. 
 

1.2 Project Scope 
 
The minimum scope proposed by the Association for this RFP is the development of a solar energy 
system of one 4-acre site (minimum acreage could be much larger than 4 acres if feasibility exists). 
The output from the solar farm is anticipated to be between 1.0 and 1.3 megawatts. The final size shall 
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be set during negotiations. 
The proposal shall include scenarios for the site owned by the Association located at 280 Jackson 
Road, Waldoboro, Maine and a site proposed by the Respondent. For the sites proposed for 
development, the respondent must describe the pros and cons of the Association owning the system on 
the Association’s site, owning the system on the Respondent’s site, leasing the space for the system, 
and purchasing solar energy through a power purchase agreement. Respondent shall provide 
illustrative examples of annual net revenues/cost savings given each project scenario.  
 

1.3 Specifications and Other Conditions 
 
Respondents shall acknowledge conformity with the required specifications and other conditions set 
forth. Any exceptions shall be noted and explained in Responses. The Association shall review 
Responses for substantial conformity with all specifications and other conditions set forth in this RFP. 
 

1.4 Role of the Association 
 
To facilitate the Contractor in the execution of the Project(s), the Association will endeavor in their 
best ability to: 
• Grant the Contractor sufficient access and occupancy rights to undertake the Project at 
the premises. 
• Provide access for the assessment of sites and, for the site selected for development, the               
installation, maintenance, and ongoing operation of the System; 
• To the extent reasonable and appropriate, provide information/assistance to the 
Contractor in securing any remaining permits for the Project, including but not limited to local 
board approvals; and 
• Cooperate with the Contractor to the extent reasonable and appropriate on remaining            
issues with respect to site assessment, access, and facility construction and interconnection. 
 

1.5 Responsibilities of the Contractor 
 

The Contractor is responsible for designing, procuring, installing, testing, commissioning,          
insuring, and maintaining solar power electric generation facility ("PV System") with guaranteed            
on-site electricity generation. 
In addition, the Contractor will be responsible for: 
• Securing all required Utility and PUC permits and approvals; local permits will be obtained 

by the Association in cooperation with the contractor; 

• Implementing the projects without interfering with the ongoing activities at the project site; 
• Securing an assurance of net metering eligibility, per Maine PUC, at no cost to the 

Association; 
• All other responsibilities, as outlined in the final executed agreement. 
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2. Solicitation and Response Process 
 

2.1 Questions 
 

All questions and inquiries concerning this RFP must be submitted in writing no later 23 December 
2019 at Noon. Inquiries will not be answered directly. The Association will issue an addendum via email 
to the respondents which will address all written questions submitted by the deadline. 

 
2.2 Submission of Responses 

 
Respondents shall submit: (3) original hard copies, as well as one (1) single-file electronic copy to                
lindadavis@gwi.net of its Response according to the requirements set forth for the format described              
herein, including completed copies of Appendices 6.1 - 6.2. The (3) complete, original hard copy               
Responses shall be submitted to the contact below by the time and date noted on the cover page of this                    
RFP: 

Howard Tuttle 
Superintendent 
Sheepscot Valley Regional School Unit 12 
Somerville, ME 04348 
 
Each response will be reviewed for completeness, and incomplete responses may be rejected without 
further consideration. Respondents shall use the prescribed format to indicate their experience and 
proposals and explain their responses. The Association reserves the right to waive any and all 
irregularities and formalities in the selection of the Contractor for this project. 

 
2.3 Selection of Contractor and Contract Execution 

 
The Association will evaluate and rank all Responses based on the criteria listed in this RFP. Top 
candidates will be identified based on written Responses as well as answers to additional clarifying 
questions as requested by the Association. The Association may hold interviews with top candidates. 

Following selection of a top-ranked Contractor, within 180 days, the Association and the selected 
Contractor shall negotiate an agreement which the Association determines is fair, competitive, and 
reasonable. In the event the Association and the top-ranked Contractor are unable to reach an Agreement 
acceptable to both parties the Association will attempt to reach an Agreement with the second-ranked 
Contractor. The Association reserves the right to discard the process and begin an independent process 
of it’s choosing at any point during the review process. 
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3. Terms of Response 
 

The Association will review each Response prior to the selection process for completeness and 
relevance. A response will be considered complete if it includes all the Minimum Required Items 
from the table in Section 6.1. Each section or subsection of complete Responses will be evaluated 
individually for completeness and to determine the most advantageous option for the Association. 

 
The Association reserves the right to select the Respondent that provides the most responsive and 
responsible Response, which best meets the needs of the Association, considering the Respondent's 
proposals, submittal quality, experience and relevance. 

 
3.1 Evaluation Criteria 

 
 

Complete Responses will be evaluated in terms of the reasonableness of the claims and 
commitments made, the completeness of the information provided, conformance with the 
requirements of and the instructions provided in this RFP, and the Respondent' s ability and 
willingness to satisfy and to exceed the specifications and conditions set forth in this RFP. 

 
Although the Association will consider all factors which reflect on each Respondent's ability to 
meet the Association's goals, significant evaluation emphasis will be placed on the following: 
(1) the Respondent's understanding of the current solar policy and regulatory context in Maine; 
(2) the demonstrated performance capability of the Respondent and its team to successfully 
complete a PV project, (3) Respondent’s rate and rate development process to be charged to 
the Association. 

4. RFP Procedures 
 

• Modification or Withdrawal of Responses: 
Any Response may be withdrawn or modified by written request of the Contractor, provided such 

request is received by the Association at the above e mail address prior to the due date for 
Responses. 

• Cost of Response Preparation: 
The Association does not assume liability and will not reimburse any costs or expenses incurred by 

any Contractor (whether or not selected) in developing Responses to this RFP. 
• References and Disclosure of Information: 
Submission of a Response shall be deemed permission to the Association to make inquiries 

concerning the Respondent to any persons or firms deemed appropriate by the Association.  
Disclosure of any information provided by any Contractor in connection with this RFP shall be in 

strict accordance with the laws and regulations regarding such disclosure pursuant to state 
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statute. 
● The Association has invited two commercial entities to be included in the 

Association’s installation in adjoining properties. As these two parts of the 
installation would not include power purchase agreements and would be wholly 
owned by those entities their individual contracts shall be written such that they 
could benefit from the economy of scale of the Association’s installation. See 
Appendices 6.3 and 6.4. 

 
5.  Cancellation of Procurement: 
● The Association may cancel this RFP, or may reject in whole or in part any and all Responses if 

the Association determines that cancellation or rejection is in its best interest. 

● If the Association elects to make an award, the Association will shall negotiate a contract with 
the Respondent that the Association considers to be the most qualified per the evaluation 
criteria herein at a price that the Association determines to be fair, competitive and reasonable. 

● If the Association is unable to negotiate a satisfactory contract with the selected 
Respondent at a price the Association determines to be fair, competitive, and 
reasonable, negotiations with that Respondent shall be formally terminated. The 
Association shall then undertake negotiations with the next most qualified 
Respondent, and so on, until either an agreement is reached or the Association cancels 
the RFP. 

● The Association is under no obligation to enter into any subsequent contract 
pursuant to this RFP. 

 
6. Appendices 
 
This section contains the following appendices: 

To be completed by Respondent and submitted with Response: 

6.1 Specifications and Other Conditions Checklist (Association) 
6.2 Response Format Template (Association) 
6.3 Specifications and Other Conditions Checklist (Commercial Entities) 
6.4 Response Format Template (Commercial Entities) 

 
6.1 Specifications and Other Conditions Checklist 
 
The Association shall review all Responses for substantial conformity to the specifications 
and other conditions identified below. Responses and/or the PV agreement may contain 
additional services or terms, but Association reserves the right to consider Responses and 

10 
 



 

proposed agreements void if they do not substantially conform to the specifications and 
conditions outlined below. 

If    Respondents (or their financing parties) have any exceptions to the specifications and 
other conditions, please: (1) describe the exception(s) and any proposed alternative; and 
(2) explain the need for the exception in writing and attach the written exceptions to their 
response. 

 
Specifications and Other Conditions 

Accepts 
(Y/N) 

1. The Association shall negotiate a price with the selected Respondent at a 
compensation which it determines is fair, competitive, and reasonable. The 
price proposal shall include a breakdown of cost structure and other price data 
for each proposed solar PV system. The selected Respondent shall disclose 
additional price data as required. During negotiations the install price per watt 
shall be constant over the 1 megawatt to 1.3-megawatt range. 

 

2. The Contractor shall provide additional physical support structure to enable the 
expansion of the solar farm for an additional 450 panels. This shall be priced as a 
separate line item. 

 

3. The Contractor shall provide a description of the maintenance cost to be provided 
by the installer if the system is wholly owned by the Association and annual cost 
per kW. 

 

4. The Contractor shall provide a description of the service to be provided over the life 
of the contract with no buyout. 

 

5. The Contractor shall provide and secure approval from the Internal Revenue 
Service that “Market Value” at the time of buyout. Such value shall be determined 
by resale of equipment less cost to return the site to the original condition or by the 
remaining energy recovery projection whichever is the less value. 

 

6. The Contractor shall provide the buyout values at year 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 of the   for 
a power purchase agreement. 

 

7. The Contractor shall provide the kWh pricing which shall be constant for each 
5-year period of the 20-year contract. 

 

8. The Contractor shall provide the methodology to recalculate kWh pricing to reflect 
the actual pricing of the previous 5-year period at the end of each 5-year period. 

 

9. The Contractor shall provide a description of how excess power will be marketed 
and the projected revenue per kWh. 

 

10. Subject to successful negotiations, the selected Respondent (the Contractor) and the 
Association will enter into an agreement, and the Contractor shall design, procure, 
install, test and commission, a solar energy project, with guaranteed on-site 
electricity generation at the project site(s). 
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Specifications and Other Conditions 

Accepts 
(Y/N) 

11. The Contractor will use a method for computing the actual generation and 
Guarantee of Generation that is wholly consistent with the letter and intent of the 
most recent version of the U.S. Department of Energy, Federal Energy 
Management Measurement and Verification Guidelines (FEMP Guidelines). 

 

12. The Contractor shall provide certificates of insurance listing the Association as 
additionally insured in the coverage and amounts: 

• Commercial Liability: $1,000,000/occurrence bodily injury and property damage 
$2,000,000 general aggregate. 

• Commercial Umbrella occurrences, $1,000,000 aggregate. 
• In addition, the Contractor shall provide Builders Risk Insurance at the value of 

the project(s) and proof of Workers Compensation Insurance. 

 

13. The Association reserves the right to require the posting of an assurance, in a 
format acceptable to the Association, to cover some or all of costs associated with 
Contractor default. 

 

14. The Contractor shall be fully responsible to the Association for the acts and 
omissions of its subcontractors and of persons either directly or indirectly employed 
by the Contractor, as it is for the acts and omissions of persons directly employed 
by it. Nothing contained in this Agreement shall create any contractual relation 
between any subcontractor and the Association. 

 

15. The Contractor shall provide the length of time it has been in business, resumes of 
the top three officials, identification of who on your staff will be the project 
manager, the project manger’s experience in managing similar projects, and three 
references of completed solar installations of comparable size and a description of 
the installations. 

 

16. The Contractor, subcontract(s), and employees for the project shall possess 
certifications and/or licenses as required by the State of Maine. 

 

17. The Contractor agrees not to discriminate against any employee or applicant for 
employment, to be employed in the performance of the agreement, with respect to hire, 
tenure, terms, conditions, or privileges of employment, or any matter directly or indirectly 
related to employment, because of age, sex, race, color, religion, national origin, or 
ancestry. 

 

18. The selected Contractor is responsible for obtaining all necessary permits and 
approvals for the Project(s) excluding local permits. The Contractor shall provide 
all technical information necessary to enable the Association to submit local 
permits, including but not limited to Electrical and Site Plan if applicable. 

 

19. The Contractor shall perform its obligations hereunder in compliance with any 
and all applicable federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations, including 
applicable licensing requirement s, in accordance with sound engineering and 
safety practices, and in compliance with any and all reasonable rules of the 
Association relative to the premises. 

 

20. The installation must follow all local, state, and federal codes and standards,  
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including all State of Maine Building and Electric Codes. 
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Specifications and Other Conditions 

Accepts 
(Y/N) 

21. The Contractor shall be responsible for obtaining all governmental permits, 
consents, and authorizations as may be required to perform its obligations 
hereunder. 

 

22. The Contractor will be responsible for interfacing with the local utility company for 
all matters required for the interconnection to the grid (e.g., metering, protection, 
extension of distribution lines for connecting the solar facility to the grid). The 
Contractor will lead efforts to apply for interconnection and net metering 
(Interconnection Service Agreement, etc.) at no cost to the Association. 

 

23. The Contractor shall provide a description of the proposed arrangement of panels, 
inverters, and grid connections. 

 

24. The Contractor shall use only new, unused equipment. The Contractor shall provide 
a Data Acquisition System (DAS) with real-time access to production data. 

 

25. The Contractor shall provide the source, description, warranty, expected output at 
5-year intervals over the 25-year life of the panels, the $/watt/warranty year, the 
guaranteed maximum annual degradation of the panels, and a description of the 
construction of the panels that will enhance natural snow removal. If the panels are 
not USA manufactured panels the reason not to choose a USA manufactured panel. 

 

26. The Contractor shall provide a description of the snow removal process and at what 
point snow removal will be carried out. 

 

27. The Contractor shall provide a description of the reduction of output that will occur 
if an installation slope of 60 degrees is utilized to enhance natural snow removal. 

 

28. The Contractor shall identify when the expected output of a 950-kW solar farm will 
be less than the total usage of the Association. 

 

29. The Contractor shall provide a description and examples of how each of the meters 
will be billed using both a cascading arrangement and a percentage arrangement. 

 

30. The Contractor shall provide a description and example of the how the solar farm 
output will be reported and frequency of such reports. 

 

31. The Contractor shall provide a description and examples of the impact of the 
“Tariff Rate” on the seven (7) Town’s and the five (5) RSU 12 building’s monthly 
billings. 

 

32. The Contractor shall provide a description and examples of the impact of the “Solar 
Renewable Energy Credits” on the seven (7) Town’s and the five (5) RSU 12 
buildings annual return on investment. 
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6.2 Response Form Template 
 

Respondents are encouraged to provide a response that specifically addresses each of the items below in                
the order that they are listed. The Association looks favorably upon responses that provide thorough,               
detailed responses and follow the format below. 
 

Executive Summary 
 

Provide an executive summary introducing the Respondent, all known subcontractors, and a cash flow 
summary including data on when the system will no longer cover the Association’s usage, the expected 
savings with no buyout, and expected savings with a buyout at the end of year 6. The cash flow 
summary shall be in table format. 

 
i. Management & Performance Capabilities (10%) 

 
a. Provide a list of entities that comprise the project team, including all known subcontractors, and  
b. Provide the number of full-time personnel employed by the Respondent and approximate number 

of personnel to be providing services 
c. Describe the Respondent's proximity to the Association, and how this will influence the 

Respondent's ability to perform the required services. 
d. Provide resumes of key project team members. 

 
ii. Experience & Project References (20%) 

 
a. Describe relevant project team experience in and capabilities to provide the services requested in 

this RFP. Summarize the relevant experience of the party(ies) responsible for the following: 
1. Design & Engineering 
2. Permitting 
3. Installation 
4. Operations & Maintenance 
5. Energy Data Monitoring & Reporting 

b. For the party(ies) responsible for design work ,  describe their experience designing projects 
similar in scope to this project. 

c. Describe the experience the Respondent has had with development and installation of municipal 
PV systems. 

d. For the party(ies) responsible for permitting work, describe their experience permitting projects 
similar in scope to this project. 

e. For the party(ies) responsible for installation work, describe their experience installing projects 
similar in scope to this project. 

f. For the party(ies) responsible for the maintenance of the PV system(s) over the life of the 
g. system, describe their experience maintaining projects similar in scope to this project. 
h. Identify the number of MW (DC) capacity that the respondent has developed: 

(1) in total, and (2) in Maine. If providing numbers for more than one firm on the project team, 
provide numbers per firm. 
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i     Provide detailed project information for three (3) reference projects of comparable scope to this 
project that Respondent has implemented within the last five (5) years. If possible, please 
highlight any examples of PV systems in municipalities in Maine. For each reference project, 
please provide the following: 

1. Location 
2. System capacity 
3. Current status (pre-construction, in construction, operation, etc.) 
4. Customer name and contact information. It is understood that the Association may contact any 

or all of the above references regarding the project and personnel performance as part of the 
RFP submittal review process. 

 
iii. Project Approach (10%} 

 
a. Please prepare a preliminary project approach with the following: 
b. System capacity (kW DC) 
c. Estimated output (kWh), Year 1 
d. Describe the design considerations the Respondent has used to maximize the expected amount of 

solar electricity produced for each site, including equipment selection, shading, spacing, azimuth, 
tilt and inter-row shade spacing. 

e. Discuss proposed mounting systems. 
f. What engineering studies will the Respondent, if selected, conduct to design the system and 

prepare a price proposal? Summarize the level and depth of the information and resources that 
will be required of the Association during the engineering studies. 

g. Discuss the quality of the system components that the Respondent anticipates using in any PV 
System installed pursuant to this RFP. Discuss available warranties, insured warranties, etc. for all 
major system components, including solar module s, inverters, automated reporting system, and 
mounting system, anticipated to be used for this project. 

h. Statement on Time for Performance of Contract 
i. Briefly summarize the estimated timeline for any project(s) to be developed pursuant to this RFP, 

including the duration of the contract Agreement. 
j. Provide a preferred template agreement for the Association's consideration. 

 

iv. Method for Guaranteeing Electricity Generation (10%) 
 
Note: Methods for monitoring, measurement, and verification of guaranteed energy shall conform to the 
most recent Performance Measurement & Verification Protocol (IPMVP} and standards established by 
the Federal Energy Management Program of the U.S. Department of Energy. 

a. Describe preferred methodology for setting a guaranteed output (e.g., guaranteed output = 100% 
of expected annual output). 

b. Describe Respondent's standard measurement and verification procedures, including reporting 
frequency, reconciliation methods, and timing. 
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v. Pricing Methodology (30%) 
 
a. At what point in contract negotiation process would the Respondent be willing to negotiate 

pricing with the Association? What conditions would the Respondent need to put around that 
price? 

b. Summarize the level of transparency and detail that the Respondent is willing to provide in 
negotiations. Provide examples of the specific costs and/or assumptions that the Respondent is 
willing to share with the Association. 

c. Describe any other factors that demonstrate how your project team and approach will provide the 
best value to the Association. 

vi.  Provide an approach to adjust the solar PPA rate (20%) 
a. What factors would be considered in adjusting the solar PPA rate to actuals every five (5) years. 
b. What factors would be fixing the solar PPA rate for each of the five (5) year periods. 

6.3 Commercial Entity Specifications and Other Conditions Checklist 
 
The Association shall review all Responses for substantial conformity to the specifications 
and other conditions identified below. Responses and/or the PV agreement may contain 
additional services or terms, but Association reserves the right to consider Responses and 
proposed agreements void if they do not substantially conform to the specifications and 
conditions outlined below. 

If    Respondents (or their financing parties) have any exceptions to the specifications and 
other conditions, please: (1) describe the exception(s) and any proposed alternative; and 
(2) explain the need for the exception in writing and attach the written exceptions to their 
response. 

 
Specifications and Other Conditions 

Accepts 
(Y/N) 

1. The commercial entity shall negotiate a price with the selected Respondent 
at a compensation which it determines is fair, competitive, and reasonable. 
The price proposal shall include a breakdown of cost structure and other 
price data for each proposed solar PV system. The selected Respondent 
shall disclose additional price data as required. 

 

2. The Contractor shall provide additional physical support structure to enable the 
expansion of the solar farm for an additional 20 panels. This shall be priced as a 
separate line item. 

 

3. The Contractor shall provide a description of the maintenance cost to be 
provided by the installer with the system wholly owned by the commercial 
entity and annual cost per kW. 

 

4. Subject to successful negotiations, the selected Respondent (the Contractor) and 
the commercial entity will enter into an agreement, and the Contractor shall 
design, procure, install, test and commission, a solar energy project, with 
guaranteed on-site electricity generation at the project site(s). 
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Specifications and Other Conditions 

Accepts 
(Y/N) 

5. The Contractor will use a method for computing the actual generation and 
Guarantee of Generation that is wholly consistent with the letter and intent of 
the most recent version of the U.S. Department of Energy, Federal Energy 
Management Measurement and Verification Guidelines (FEMP Guidelines). 

 

6.  The Contractor shall provide certificates of insurance listing the Commercial 
entity as additionally insured in the coverage and amounts: 

• Commercial Liability: $1,000,000/occurrence bodily injury and property 
damage $2,000,000 general aggregate. 

• Commercial Umbrella occurrences, $1,000,000 aggregate. 
• In addition, the Contractor shall provide Builders Risk Insurance at the value 

of the project(s) and proof of Workers Compensation Insurance. 

 

7. The commercial entity reserves the right to require the posting of an assurance, 
in a format acceptable to the Commercial entity, to cover some or all of costs 
associated with Contractor default. 

 

8. The Contractor shall be fully responsible to the commercial entity for the acts 
and omissions of its subcontractors and of persons either directly or indirectly 
employed by the Contractor, as it is for the acts and omissions of persons 
directly employed by it. Nothing contained in this Agreement shall create any 
contractual relation between any subcontractor and the commercial entity. 

 

9. The Contractor shall provide the length of time it has been in business, resumes 
of the top three officials, identification of who on your staff will be the project 
manager, the project manger’s experience in managing similar projects, and 
three references of completed solar installations of comparable size and a 
description of the installations. 

 

10. The Contractor, subcontract(s), and employees for the project shall possess 
certifications and/or licenses as required by the State of Maine. 

 

11. The Contractor agrees not to discriminate against any employee or applicant for 
employment, to be employed in the performance of the agreement, with respect 
to hire, tenure, terms, conditions, or privileges of employment, or any matter 
directly or indirectly related to employment, because of age, sex, race, color, 
religion, national origin, or ancestry. 

 

12. The selected Contractor is responsible for obtaining all necessary permits and 
approvals for the Project(s) excluding local permits. The Contractor shall 
provide all technical information necessary to enable the Commercial entity to 
submit local permits, including but not limited to Electrical and Site Plan if 
applicable. 

 

13. The Contractor shall perform its obligations hereunder in compliance with 
any and all applicable federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations, 
including applicable licensing requirement s, in accordance with sound 
engineering and safety practices, and in compliance with any and all 
reasonable rules of the Commercial entity relative to the premises. 
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14. The installation must follow all local, state, and federal codes and standards, 
including all State of Maine Building and Electric Codes. 
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Specifications and Other Conditions 

Accepts 
(Y/N) 

15. The Contractor shall be responsible for obtaining all governmental permits, 
consents, and authorizations as may be required to perform its obligations 
hereunder. 

 

16. The Contractor will be responsible for interfacing with the local utility company 
for all matters required for the interconnection to the grid (e.g., metering, 
protection, extension of distribution lines for connecting the solar facility to the 
grid). The Contractor will lead efforts to apply for interconnection and net 
metering (Interconnection Service Agreement, etc.) at no cost to the Commercial 
entity. 

 

17. The Contractor shall provide a description of the proposed arrangement of panels, 
inverters, and grid connections. 

 

18. The Contractor shall use only new, unused equipment. The Contractor shall 
provide a Data Acquisition System (DAS) with real-time access to production 
data. 

 

19. The Contractor shall provide the source, description, warranty, expected output at 
5-year intervals over the 25-year life of the panels, $/watt/warranty year, the 
guaranteed maximum annual degradation of the panels, and a description of the 
construction of the panels that will enhance natural snow removal. If the panels 
are not USA manufactured panels the reason not to choose a USA manufactured 
panel. 

 

20. The Contractor shall provide a description of the snow removal process and at 
what point snow removal will be carried out. 

 

21. The Contractor shall provide a description of the reduction of output that will 
occur if an installation slope of 60 degrees is utilized to enhance natural snow 
removal. 

 

22. The Contractor shall identify when the expected output of a 200-kW solar farm 
will be less than the total usage of the commercial entity. 

 

23. The Contractor shall provide a description and examples of how each of the 
meters will be billed using both a cascading arrangement and a percentage 
arrangement. 

 

24. The Contractor shall provide a description and example of the how the solar farm 
output will be reported and frequency of such reports. 

 

25. The Contractor shall provide a description and examples of the impact of the 
“Tariff Rate” on the commercial entities building’s monthly billings. 

 

26. The Contractor shall provide a description and examples of the impact of the 
“Solar Renewable Energy Credits” on the commercial entities buildings annual 
return on investment. 
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6.4 Commercial Entity Response Form Template 
 

Respondents are encouraged to provide a response that specifically addresses each of the items below in                
the order that they are listed. The Association looks favorably upon responses that provide thorough,               
detailed responses and follow the format below. 
 

Executive Summary 
 

Provide an executive summary introducing the Respondent, all known subcontractors, and a cash flow 
summary including data on when the system will no longer cover the Association’s usage, the expected 
savings with no buyout, and expected savings with a buyout at the end of year 6. The cash flow 
summary shall be in table format. 

 
i. Management & Performance Capabilities (10%) 
 

a. Provide a list of entities that comprise the project team, including all known subcontractors, 
and  

b. Provide the number of full-time personnel employed by the Respondent and approximate 
number of personnel to be providing services 

c. Describe the Respondent's proximity to the Commercial entity, and how this will influence 
the Respondent's ability to perform the required services. 

d. Provide resumes of key project team members. 
 

iv. ii.   Experience & Project References (20%) 
 

a. Describe relevant project team experience in and capabilities to provide the services 
requested in this RFP. Summarize the relevant experience of the party(ies) responsible for the 
following: 

1. Design & Engineering 
2. Permitting 
3. Installation 
4. Operations & Maintenance 
5. Energy Data Monitoring & Reporting 
b. For the party(ies) responsible for design work ,  describe their experience designing projects 

similar in scope to this project. 
c. Describe the experience the Respondent has had with development and installation of 

municipal PV systems. 
d. For the party(ies) responsible for permitting work, describe their experience permitting 

projects similar in scope to this project. 
e. For the party(ies) responsible for installation work, describe their experience installing 

projects similar in scope to this project. 
f. For the party(ies) responsible for the maintenance of the PV system(s) over the life of the 
g. system, describe their experience maintaining projects similar in scope to this project. 
h. Identify the number of MW (DC) capacity that the respondent has developed: 
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(1) in total, and (2) in Maine. If providing numbers for more than one firm on the project 
team, provide numbers per firm. 

i     Provide detailed project information for three (3) reference projects of comparable scope to 
this project that Respondent has implemented within the last five (5) years. If possible, please 
highlight any examples of PV systems at commercial entities in Maine. For each reference 
project, please provide the following: 

1. Location 
2. System capacity 
3. Current status (pre-construction, in construction, operation, etc.) 
4. Customer name and contact information. It is understood that the Commercial entity may 

contact any or all of the above references regarding the project and personnel performance as 
part of the RFP submittal review process. 
 

iii. Project Approach (10%} 
 

a. Please prepare a preliminary project approach with the following: 
a. System capacity (kW DC) 
b. Estimated output (kWh), Year 1 

b. Describe the design considerations the Respondent has used to maximize the expected amount 
of solar electricity produced for each site, including equipment selection, shading, spacing, 
azimuth, tilt and inter-row shade spacing. 

c. Discuss proposed mounting systems. 
d. Statement on Time for Performance of Contract 
e. Briefly summarize the estimated timeline for any project(s) to be developed pursuant to this 

RFP, including the duration of the contract Agreement. 
f. Provide a preferred template agreement for the Commercial entity's consideration. 

 

iv. Method for Guaranteeing Electricity Generation (10%) 
 
Note: Methods for monitoring, measurement, and verification of guaranteed energy shall conform to the 
most recent Performance Measurement & Verification Protocol (IPMVP} and standards established by 
the Federal Energy Management Program of the U.S. Department of Energy. 

a. Describe preferred methodology for setting a guaranteed output (e.g., guaranteed output = 100% 
of expected annual output). 

b. Describe Respondent's standard measurement and verification procedures, including reporting 
frequency, reconciliation methods, and timing. 

 
iv. Pricing Methodology (50%) 
 
a. At what point in contract negotiation process would the Respondent be willing to negotiate 

pricing with the commercial entity? What conditions would the Respondent need to put around 
that price? 

b. Summarize the level of transparency and detail that the Respondent is willing to provide in 
negotiations. Provide examples of the specific costs and/or assumptions that the Respondent is 
willing to share with the commercial entity. 
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c. Describe any other factors that demonstrate how your project team and approach will provide the 
best value to the commercial entity. 
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