
3rd Grade 

C-TACHs 

Avery-Parsons Elementary School  
Buena Vista School District  

We empower students to be the 7 C’s, to think deeply, and to become competent with the 

CTACHS by creating cultures for staff and students where there are mindsets of optimism 

and engagement and by facilitating thinking and feedback using the 8 elements of rigorous 

and responsive teaching. 

 

Reading 

Read grade level text with 

fluency 

 

Decode words with common 
suffixes 
Decode multi-syllable words 

 
Individual Reading Level- 
Use *targeted reading 
strategies to comprehend 
 
Make connections 
 
Make inferences 
 
Visualize text content 
 
Determine importance of text 
Synthesize new ideas from 
text 
 
Use context to confirm or self-
correct word recognize and 
understanding, rereading as 
necessary 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Individual Reading Level- 
Explain how an author uses 
structure, reason and 
evidence to make a point  
and recognize author’s 
purpose for writing 
 
Distinguish student’s own 
point of view from that of 
narrator and characters in 
literature and authors in 
informational text 
 
Explain how illustrations 
contribute to the text 
 
Refer to parts of stories, 
dramas and poems using the 
correct language 
 
Informational Text: Use text 
features and search tools to 
locate information 
 
Informational Text: Explain 
how graphics support the 
words of a text 
Informational Text: Describe 
the basic structure of 
informational text 

 
Compare and contrast 

content presented in 

different formats 

 
 
Compare and contrast similar 
presentations of stories 
 
Informational Text: Compare 
and contrast similar texts 
using key ideas 

 
Individual Reading Level- 

Use *targeted reading 

strategies to summarize text 

using key details 

 
Determine the main idea of 
independent level text using 
details from the text 
 
Describe characters in a text 
and explain their 
contributions to the story 
 
Orally and visually describe 
the relationship between a 
series of events in a text using 
language that includes 
sequence and cause/effect 
 
Ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding of 
informational text and 
literature 



 

 

Writing 

Write well-organized, fluent 

writing pieces to a prompt 

 
Write a well-organized 
paragraph including topic 
sentence, details and 
concluding sentence (opinion, 
expository, narrative)  
 
Use linking and transitional 
words to connect ideas 
(opinion, expository) 
 
Introduce a topic and group 
related information 
(expository) 
 
Use dialogue to develop 
experiences and events 
(narrative) 
 
Use descriptive words to 
enhance writing 
 
Use proper sequence of events 
 
Choose words and phrases for 
effect 

 
IDEAS- the meaning and 

development of the message 

ORGANIZATION- The 

internal structure of the 

piece 

SENTENCE FLUENCY- The 

way the words and phrases 

flow throughout the text 

PRESENTATION- The overall 

appearance of the work 

 
Handwriting is neat and easy 
to read, well-spaced 
 
Format text and pictures 
clearly and thoughtfully and 
appears finished 
 
With some guidance and 

support, use the writing 

process to create and improve 

a piece of writing 

With some guidance and 

support, prepare a final piece 

of writing for presentation, 

including use of digital media 

Fluency over extended time 

Write routinely with fluency 

over extended time frames 

Language 

Demonstrate command of 

grade specific targets for 

conventions 

 
Explain function of nouns, 
pronouns, verbs, adjectives, 
and adverbs and expose to 
prepositions 
 
Form and use regular and 
irregular plural nouns 
 
Identify abstract nouns 
(childhood) 
 
Form and use regular and 
irregular verbs 
 
Ensure subject-verb and 
pronouns-antecedent 
agreement 
 
Correctly use comparative and 
superlative adjectives and 
adverbs (e.g., better, best; 
heavy, heavier, heaviest) 
 

Produce simple, compound, 
complex sentences 
 
Capitalize appropriate words 
in titles 
 
Use commas in series, 
addresses, city/state, dialogue 
 
Use commas and quotations in 
dialogue 
 
Form and use possessives 

 
Spell grade-appropriate 

words correctly, consulting 

references as needed 

 
Use conventional spelling for 
high-frequency and grade 
level words and for adding 
suffixes to base words ( e.g., 
sitting, smiles, cries, 
happiness) 
 
Use spelling patterns and 
generalization in writing 
words (e.g., word families, 
syllables patterns, ending 
rules, homophones) 
 
Use a variety of strategies to 

determine or clarify the 

meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words 

and phrases in grade level 

content reading 

Acquire and use content 

specific vocabulary and 

precise words for emotions, 

actions, and 

compare/contrast words 

( however, although, 

similarly, moveover) 

 
Use sentence-level context as 
clue to meaning of a word or 
phrase 
 
Develop content level 
vocabulary of words and 
phrases relevant to grade level 
topics 



Determine the meaning of the 
new word formed when a 
known affix is added to the 
known word 
 
Use a known root word as a 
clue to the meaning of a new 
word with the same root (e.g., 
company, companion) 
 
Use glossaries or beginning 
dictionaries to determine 
meaning of unknown words 
 
Distinguish literal and 
nonliteral meaning of words 
and phrases in context (e.g., 
take, steps) 
 
Identify related words 
(synonyms and antonyms)  

 

Speaking and 

Listening 

Engage effectively in a range 

of collaborative discussions 

Listen actively 

 
Determine the main ideas and 
supporting details of 
information presented orally 
 
Ask and answer questions 
about information from a 
speaker 
 
Present information on a 

topic or text orally 

 
Stay on topic 
 
Include multimedia 
components and visual 
displays to enhance a 
presentation 
 
Speak with language 
appropriate for situation 
(code-switching)  
 

 
  

Mathematics 

Mastery/Precision- Number 

Sense, Properties and 

Operations 

 
Fluency in math facts (+,-,x,/) 
and fractions (3rd grade 
mastery) 
 
Read and write whole number 
and numerals to 100,000 
 
Compare, order, and round 
whole numbers and numerals 
to 100,000 
Round whole numbers to 
nearest 10 or 100 
 
Add and subtract numbers up 
to 4 digits, including money 
 
Solve up to two-step word 
problems involving addition 
and subtraction 
 
Use the terms sum and 
difference 
 
Use the terms products, 
quotient and remainder 
 
Multiply whole numbers up to 
3 digits by 1 digit 
 
Multiply one digit whole 
numbers by multiples of 10 
 
Divide numbers up to 3 digits 
by 1 digit 
 
Understand the relationship 
between multiplication and 
division 
 

Fractions: Express whole 
numbers as fractions 
 
Fractions: Represent simple 
fractions on a number line 
(denominators not to exceed 
12)  
 
Fractions: Understand 
fractions as part of a whole 
 
Fractions: Compare fractions 
with respect to one half 
 
Fractions: Add and subtract 
two related fractions 
(denominators not to exceed 
12) 
 
Expose to fourth grade place 
value 
 
Expose to fourth grade 2 digit 
by 2 digit multiplication 
 
Mastery/Precision- Shape, 

Dimensions, and Geometric 

Relationships 

 

Give characteristics of 
polygons and categorize by 
attributes (quadrilaterals, 
rhombus, rectangle, squares, 
and others) 
 
Partition shapes into equal 
area and describe each part of 
the shape as a fraction of the 
whole shape 
 
Find the perimeter and area of 
objects by adding length of 
sides, including unknown side 
length 
 
Identify and draw the terms 
perpendicular and parallel to 
describe lines 
 
Identify angles as right angles 
or more than less than right 
angles 
 



Use standard measure to 
measure length to nearest ¼ 
inch 
 
Use metric measures to 
measure length to nearest 
centimeter 
 
Write time to nearest minute 
 
Solve problems that involve 
time (elapsed time) 
 
Solve problems that involve 
using the four operations 
using metric measures related 
to mass and volume given in 
the same units 
 
Measure and estimate liquid 
volumes and masses of objects 
using grams, kilograms, liters 
 
Make change from $20.00 

 
Mastery/ Precision Data 

Analysis, Statistics, and 

Probability 

 

Interpret scaled bar, line, 
picto-, dot and plot graphs by 
solving one and two-step 
problems 
 
Draw scaled bar and picto-
graphs to represent a set of 
data with several categories (1 
square to a given and 
consistent quantity) 
 
Make a line plot to display a 
set of measurement in whole, 
halves and quarters 
 
Mastery/ Precision: 

Patterns, Functions, and 

Algebraic Structures 

 

Solve two-step word problems 

using a letter for an unknown 

quantity 

 

Communication- use visual 

models to defend answers to 

problems 

Problem Solving/Reasoning- 

Visually and kinesthetically 

organize information to 

reach a solution 

Confidence- Persistent and 

take risks in math work 

 

Social Studies 

Interpret and use visual, 

graphic, and digital artifacts 

when making decisions, 

defending positions and 

solving problems 

Follow directions and use a 

grid to locate places on a map 

Write statements that 

interpret a graph, table or 

artifact 

Design a survey question on a 

complex issue, theme or 

problem 

Name at least three data 

collection techniques 

Interpret surveys 

Compare and Contrast when 

making decisions, defending 

positions, and solving 

problems 

Use a thinking map to 

compare and contrast content 

Classify according to defined 

areas of similarity 

Distinguish between fact and 

opinion 

Source Literacy: Locate, 

explore, organize and 

evaluate information from 

sources to make decisions, 

defend a position and solve 

problems 

Give examples of source 

materials and identify the 

types 

With the support of the 

teacher, search documents 

and other sources that contain 

facts related to given social 

studies themes 

Given accounts of an event, 

understand that different 

perspectives exist and this is 

called bias 

Recognize and use primary 

source 

Organize information in 

sequential form 

Give written credit to the 

source in which information 

was found 

Demonstrate proficiency in 

essential concepts related to 

history: US Regions 

Uses are variety of sources, 

including historical fiction, to 

understand that context and 

information from the past is 

used to make connections and 

inform decisions in the 

present (i.e., the development 

and traditions of various 

groups in a region affect the 

economic development, 

tourist industry and the 

cultural make up of a 

community) 



Compare past and present 

situations and events (colonial 

states/states today) 

Chronologically sequence 

important events in a 

community or region 

Give examples of people, 

events, and developments that 

brought important changes to 

a community 

Demonstrate proficiency in 

essential concepts related to 

economics: US Regions 

Describe the difference 

between producers and 

consumers and identify these 

in a given region 

Describe and give examples of 

forms of exchange (between 

regions) including but not 

limited to trade and barter. 

Give examples of how trade 

benefits individuals and 

communities and increases 

interdependency  

Demonstrate proficiency in 

essential concepts related to 

geography: US Regions 

Ask and answer questions 

about regions of the United 

State using various types of 

maps 

Use geographic tools to 

identify, locate, and describe 

places and regions in the 

United States and suggest 

reason for their location 

Associate a state with the 

region to which it belongs 

Find bodies of water, 

mountains, and deserts in the 

regions 

Find geography-based 

problems and examine the 

ways that people have tried to 

solve them 

Describe the physical 

characteristics of a region 

Label Canada, United States 

and Mexico on a map 

Demonstrate proficiency in 

essential concepts related to 

culture: US Regions 

Describe the cultural and 

human features of a region 

 

Science 

Demonstrate curiosity and 

have a positive attitude 

toward science 

Recognize value of science 

in everyday life 

Utilize science process skills 

to ask questions and 

recognize and solve 

problems locally and 

globally  

Communicate science 

understandings in a variety 

of ways including: gathering 

and interpreting data, using 

scientific reasoning to 

define and defend a 

position, exchanging 

information, questions, and 

ideas while recognizing the 

perspectives of others  

Demonstrate proficiency in 

essential concepts related to 

Physical Science: Solid, 

Liquid, Gas 

Analyze and interpret 

observations about matter as 

it melts, freezes, and 

condenses (water) 

Develop, communicate and 

justify an evidence-based 

scientific explanation around 

how heating and cooling 

affects changes in states of 

matter (water). Draw a 

diagram of heat transfer 

(cooling) in the water cycle 

Identify the state of any 

sample of matter 

Identify unique properties of 

solids, liquids, and gases 

Demonstrate proficiency in 

essential concepts related to 

Life Science: Life Cycles 

Monitor, document, analyze 

and interpret data to generate 

evidence that different 

organisms develop differently 

throughout their life cycle. 

Compare the life cycles of 

different organisms through 

direct observation and given 

data or reading 

Develop, communicate and 

justify evidence-based 

scientific explanation 

regarding the variety of stages 

on how organisms develop 

and change differently in their 

life cycle. Communicate the 

development and changes in 

the life cycle of an organism 

Share observations with 

fellow classmate scientists 

Demonstrate proficiency in 

essential concepts related to 

Earth Science: Earth 

Surfaces 



Recognize that many of Earth’s 

materials are usable resources 

for building or energy 

Recognize the process and 

time (rates) required for 

various materials to be formed 

(e.g., fossil fuels, soils) and the 

implications of human use of 

these resources 

Utilize a variety of media 

sources to collect and analyze 

data around Earth materials 

and the process by which they 

are formed 

Use models to demonstrate 

the rock cycle 

 


