
2nd Grade 

C-TACHs 

Avery-Parsons Elementary School  
Buena Vista School District  

We empower students to be the 7 C’s, to think deeply, and to become competent with the 

CTACHS by creating cultures for staff and students where there are mindsets of optimism 

and engagement and by facilitating thinking and feedback using the 8 elements of rigorous 

and responsive teaching. 

 

Reading 

Understand concepts of 

print, the alphabet and basic 

conventions of written 

language 

Apply phonics and word 

analysis skills to decode 

words 

 

Distinguish long and short 
vowels of one-syllable words 
 
Know sound for vowel teams 
 
Decode two-syllable words 
with long vowels 
Decode words with common 
prefixes and suffixes 
 
Use root words to decode 
words 
 
Decode compound words 
Identify alliteration, rhyme, 
and repetition in poems, 
songs, and stories 
 
Use fluency skills 

Read grade level high 
frequency sight words 
 

 
 
Read grade level text orally 
with appropriate accuracy, 
expression and rate 
 
Use context to confirm or self-
correct a word 
 
Re-read text when necessary 
 
Retell Stories 

 

Ask and answer questions 
about key details in a text 
 
Retell stories with precision 
and organization 
 
Retell stories from various 
cultures and determine the 
central message 
 
Identify main characters and 
the setting of a story 
 
Identify beginning, middle and 
end of a story 
 
Sequence story events  
 
Read and identify different 
forms of poetry 
 
 
 

 
 
Informational text: Summarize 
main topic and key details 
 
Informational text: Sequence 
process, events and 
procedures 
 
Comprehend grade level 

text 

 

Read grade level (early fluent 
and fluent) text for purpose 
and understanding 
 
Use context clues in grade 
level text 
 
Use re-reading as a self-
monitoring strategy in grade 
level text 
 
Adjust reading rate according 
to type of text and purpose for 
reading in grade level text 
 
Ask and answer questions 
when reading to clarify 
understanding and 
interpretation 
 
Describe characters and how 
they respond in the story 
 



Make predictions before, 
during, and after reading 
 
Use prior knowledge to 
construct meaning and make 
connections with the text  
 
With support, draw inferences 
 
Identify who is telling the 
story and when different 
characters or points of view 
are expressed 
 
Identify author 
 
Compare and contrast two 
versions of the same story 
 
Comprehend grade level 
text 
 
Informational Text: Identify 
text features (captions, bold 
print, headings, glossaries, 
electronic menus, icons, 
indexes) 
 
Informational Text: Explain 
how text features and images 
clarify text 
 
Informational Text: Determine 
the meaning of words and 
phrases 
 
Informational Text: Describe 
how reasons presented in a 
text support an author 
 
Informational Text: Identify 
reference materials and the 
information contained in them 
 
Informational Text: Compare 
and contrast information in 
two texts on same topic 
 
Read text to perform specific 
tasks (recipes, game 
directions) 
 
Use multimedia sources to 
answer questions 

 
 

Writing 

Understand writing has a 

purpose to communicate 

 

Write a short expository piece 
using facts and definitions 
with support through 
modeling and conferencing 
 
Write a friendly letter 
 
Write an informational 
business letter 
 
Write a narrative with support 
 
Write “how to” that follows a 
logical order and format with 
support through modeling and 
conferencing 
 
Write poems with support 
 
Use the writing conference to 
revise and edit writing pieces 
with adults and peers 
 
Use digital tools with minimal 
support to produce published 
work 
 
Contribute to a shared 
research project 
 
Use one or more sources on 
the same topic to find 
information 
 
IDEAS- the meaning and 

development of the message 

Organization- the internal 

structure of the piece 

Write using the appropriate 
structures (end of 2nd grade) 
 
Organize ideas using pre-
writing strategies 
 
Stay focused on a topic 
With support through 
revision, use topic and closing 
sentences 
 
Use transition words 
 
Structure sentences in a basic, 
organized format 
 
Presentation- the overall 

appearance of the work 

 
Write letters fluently (end of 
2nd grade) 
 
Print all lowercase and capital 
letters fluently and legibly 

 
Language 

Spell correctly according to 

grade level content targets 

 

Use conventional spelling for 
words with common spelling 
patterns: CVCe, VV, R-
controlled (ar,or,ir,ur,er), 
Plurals (s,es), Final ck/k, Final 
Blends (mp,nd,st,sk), Final 
long e spelled with y (happy, 
baby), introduce double final -
f,-l,Os, dropping 
 
Begin using reference 
materials for spelling 
 
Build vocabulary through 

word structures and 

exposure 

 

Understand use of prefixes 
 
Use context clues to determine 
the meaning of multi-meaning 
words or phrases 
 



Begin to distinguish between 
slang and formal language 
 
Use root words to determine 
meaning of unknown words 
with support 
 
Use print and digital reference 
materials to determine and 
clarify the meaning of words 
 
Understand and use synonyms 
 
Categorize words based on 
real-life connections  
 
Use mechanics/conventions 

correctly according to grade 

level targets 

 
Use and understand nouns 
 
Use and understand irregular 
plural nouns 
 
Use and understand pronouns 
 
Use and understand the past 
tense of irregular verbs 
 
Use and understand simple 
adverbs and adjectives 
 
Use prepositions 
 
Capitalize holidays, product 
names, and geographic names 
 
Produce, expand, and 
rearrange complete simple 
and compound sentences 
 
Use commas in greetings and 
closing of letters 
 
Use apostrophes in 
contractions to show 
possession 

 
 
 
 

Speaking and 
Listening 
 
Use grade appropriate 
strategies for speaking and 
listening 
 
Participate in class discussions 
using established rules 
 
Use listening skills during 
presentations 
 
Ask and answer questions 
with clarity 
 
Orally tell personal experience 
using relevant details 
 
Create audio recordings of 
stories or poems 
 
Speak in complete sentences 
when appropriate 
 

 

 
Mathematics 
 
Mastery/Precision- Number 
Sense, Properties and 
Operations 
 
Understand place value to 
1000: hundreds, tens, ones 
 
Read numbers and numerals 
to 1000 
 
Write numbers and numerals 
to 1000 
 
Count by hundreds 
 

Compare numbers to 100 
using <,>,= 
 
Master ordinal numbers to 10 
 
Master addition and 
subtraction combinations to 
20 (number bonds) 
 
Add two digit numbers up to 
three digits, with one 
regrouping 
 
Add two numbers up to three 
digits, with one regrouping 
 
Solve addition and subtraction 
word problems to 100 with 
one and two steps 
 
Master multiplication table of 
2,3,4,5 and 10 
 
Recognize the relationship 
between multiplication and 
division 
 
Fractions: Read and write 
fractions with denominators 
up to 12 
 
Fractions: Understand 
fractions as part of a whole 
 
Fractions: Compare and order 
fractions with like 
denominators 
Fractions: Add and subtract 
fractions with like 
denominators up to 12 
 
Mental Math: add 10 or 100 to 
numbers 
 
Mental Math: add a 3-digit 
number and ones, tens (10,20, 
30, ect) and hundreds (100, 
200, 300, ect) 
 
Mastery/Precision: Shape, 
Dimension, and Geometric 
Relationships 
 
Measure and estimate length 
in standard/metric units 



Find differences in lengths of 
two objects using standard 
and metric units 
 
Select appropriate 
measurement tool (length, 
mass, volume) and 
appropriate abbreviations 
(cm, m, in, lbs, pt) 
 
Draw a straight line to a given 
length 
 
Count coins to a dollar 
 
Solve word problems with $1, 
quarters, dimes, nickels, and 
pennies 
 
Read and write money in 
decimal notation, including 
use of $ and C symbols 
correctly 
 
Compare two or three 
amounts of money 
 
Convert an amount of money 
in decimal to cents and vice 
versa 
 
Tell time to nearest five 
minutes 
 
Distinguish between AM/PM 
 
Recognize and draw shape 
with specific attributes 
 
Identify triangle, quadrilateral, 
semi-circle, pentagon hexagon, 
cone, cylinder, and cube 
 
Identify the flat face of a 3-D 
object 
 
Partition rectangles into rows 
and columns of the same size 
to find total 
 
Partition circles and 
rectangles into ½, ⅓, and ¼ 
 
Describe 1 whole as 1 or 3/3 
or 4/4 

Recognize that equal shares of 
identical wholes may not be 
the same shape 
 
Mastery/Precision: Data 
Analysis, Statistics, and 
Probability 
Make a line plot 
 
Make picture and bar graph 
with scales up to four 
categories 
 
Read and interpret picture and 
bar graphs with scales 
 
Solve problems using 
information presented in 
picture and bar graphs  
 
Communication- describe 
and represent foundational 
skills orally, visually and 
kinesthetically 
 
Ask and answer questions 
 
Use accurate vocabulary to 
talk about quantities 
 

 
 

Social Studies 
 
Have modeled and practice 

the critical processing skill 

of cause and effect when 

making decisions, solving 

problems and defending 

positions 

With the support of a teacher, 

complete a thinking map 

about a personal cause/effect 

 

Have modeled and practice 

the critical processing skills 

of compare and contrast 

when making decisions, 

defending positions, and 

solving problems 

With the support of the 

teacher, complete a thinking 

map to compare/contrast 

Have modeled and practice 

the critical processing skills: 

Interpret and use visual, 

graphic, and digital artifacts 

when making decisions, 

defending positions, and 

solving problems 

Read and create simple 

pictographs and bar graphs 

Conduct simple survey on a 

given subject 

Describe survey results 

Experience and bring 

language to describe 

relevant historical events: 

History-Buena Vista 

Give examples of people and 

events that brought change to 

the community 

Organize historical events of 

the community 

chronologically (timeline) 

From a timeline of events 

about the community, tell 

information about the history 

of Buena Vista 

Use artifacts to learn about the 

history of Buena Vista 

Compare and contrast how 

people lived in Buena Vista 

long ago 

 

 



Experience and bring 

language to describe the use 

of money in a community: 

Economics-Buena Vista 

Needs/Wants: long-term and 

short-term goals 

Goals/Services: Scarcity 

Supply/Demand 

Experience and bring 

language to describe 

surroundings (physical 

features), places on a map, 

and how place affect how 

people live: Geography-

Buena Vista 

Identify how Buena Vista uses 

and manages renewable and 

nonrenewable resources 

Identify local boundaries 

Explain why people settled in 

Buena Vista 

Locate Buena Vista on a map 

and describe its physical and 

human features 

Describe how BV changes over 

time for geographic reasons 

Identify physical features of 

Buena Vista that affect how we 

live 

Use map key, legends, 

symbols, intermediate 

directions, and identify 

features 

Identify hemispheres, equator, 

poles on a globe 

Identity continent and oceans 

on a globe 

 

 

 

Experience and bring 

language to community and 

governance: Civics-Buena 

Vista 

Describe ways community 

members participate in local 

government 

Identify the origins, structure, 

and functions of the local 

government 

Identify and explain the 

services local governments 

provide and how those 

services are funded 

Identify and explain a variety 

of roles leaders, citizens, and 

others play in local 

government 

 

Science 

Demonstrate curiosity and 

have a positive attitude 

toward science 

Recognize value of science 

in everyday life 

Utilize science process skills 

to ask questions, and 

recognize and solve 

problems locally and 

globally 

 

 

 

 

Communicate science 

understandings in a variety 

of ways including: gathering 

and interpreting data, use 

scientific reasoning to 

define and defend a 

position, exchanging 

information, questions, and 

ideas while recognizing the 

perspectives of others 

Demonstrate proficiency in 

essential concepts related to 

Physical Science: Forces and 

Motions 

Identify and predict how the 

direction of speed of an object 

may change due to an outside 

force 

Analyze and interpret 

observable data about the 

impact of forces on the motion 

of objects 

Demonstrate proficiency in 

essential concepts related to 

Life Science: Habitats and 

Adaptations 

Explain the components that 

make up a habitat 

Communicate how living 

things adapt environmental 

changes 

Research and present finding 

about specific plant groups, 

their structures and 

characteristics, behaviors, 

needs, and adaptations 

Match a plant with its general 

habitat. Explain the 

relationship and 

interdependence 

Communicate the plant life 

cycle 

Explain what plants need to 

survive 



Categorize animals based on 

their structures, behaviors, 

needs, survival traits, and 

adaptations-mammals, 

reptiles, amphibians, birds, 

fish 

Research and present finding 

about specific animal groups, 

their structures and 

characteristics, behaviors, 

needs, and adaptations 

Match an animal from a 

specific animal group with its 

general habitat. Explain the 

relationship and 

interdependence 

Demonstrate proficiency in 

essential concepts related to 

Earth Science: Weather 

Seasons 

Research extreme weather 

and how it contributes to 

catastrophic events 

Write a detailed description of 

how the weather and changing 

seasons affect humans, plans, 

and other animals and the 

environment 

Use information from weather 

journals to describe how 

temperature changes at 

different times of the day and 

from day to day 

Evaluate real-life scenarios 

involving weather data and 

seasonal patterns and 

determine whether the 

outcome will have a positive 

or negative result 

(cause/effect scenarios) 

Identify, describe, and 

compare types of clouds 


