
1st Grade 

C-TACHs 

Avery-Parsons Elementary School  
Buena Vista School District  

We empower students to be the 7 C’s, to think deeply, and to become competent with the 

CTACHS by creating cultures for staff and students where there are mindsets of optimism 

and engagement and by facilitating thinking and feedback using the 8 elements of rigorous 

and responsive teaching. 

 

Reading  

Essential: Understand 

concepts of print, the 

alphabet and basic 

conventions of written 

language 

 

Read grade level text orally 

with appropriate expression 

and rate 

 

Use context to confirm or self-

correct a word 

 

Re-read text when necessary 

 

Essential: Apply phonics and 

word analysis skills to 

decode words 

Produce the sound for most 
consonant blends 
 
Decode regularly spelled one-
syllable words 
 
Know final -e and common 
vowel team conventions for 
long vowel sounds 
 

Decode two-syllable words 
following basic patterns by 
breaking words into syllables 
 
Read words with inflectional 
endings 
 
Distinguish between long and 
short vowel sounds in spoken 
single-syllable words 
 
Orally produce single-syllable 
words by blending 
 
Isolate and pronounce initial 
sounds in a word 
 
Isolate and pronounce medial 
sounds in a word 
 
Isolate and pronounce final 
sounds in a word 
 
Segment spoken single-
syllable words into individual 
sounds 
 
Determine the number of 
syllables in a printed word 
 
Read words with inflectional 

endings 

 

Distinguish between long and 

short vowel sounds in spoken 

single-syllable words 

 

Orally produce single-syllable 

words by blending 

 

Isolate and pronounce initial 

sounds in a word 

 

Isolate and pronounce medial 

sounds in a word 

 

Isolate and pronounce final 

sounds in a word 

Segment spoken single-

syllable words into individual 

sounds 

 

Determine the number of 

syllables in a printed word 

 

Retell Stories 

 

Ask and answer questions 
about key details in a text 
 
Retell stories, including key 
details and demonstrate 
understanding of the central 
message or lesson  



Describe character, setting 
and major events in a story 
using key details 
 
Compare and contrast fiction 
and non-fiction 
 
Identify who is telling a story 
at various points in the text 
Use illustrations and details to 
describe the character, setting 
or events 
 
Compare and contrast the 
adventures and experiences of 
characters in a story 
 
Informational Text: Identify 
the main topic 
 
Informational Text: Retell key 
details 
 
Informational Text: Ask and 
answer questions to help 
determine and clarify the 
meaning of words and phrases 
in a text 
 
Informational Text: Identify 
information provided by 
pictures and information 
provided by words in a text 
 
Informational Text: Use 
illustrations to describe key 
ideas 

 
Comprehend grade level 

text 

 

Read grade level (emergent 
and early fluent) text for 
purpose and understanding 
 
Read grade level text with 
accuracy, expression and 
appropriate rate 
 
Use context clues in grade 
level text 
 
Use re-reading as a self-
monitoring strategy in grade 
level text 

Adjust reading rate according 
to type of text and purpose for 
reading in grade level text 
 
Informational Text: Identify 
the reasons an author gives to 
support points in a text  
 
Uses Fluency Skills 

Read grade level high 
frequency words 
 
Read grade level text orally 
with appropriate expression 
and rate 
 
Use context to confirm or self-
correct a word 
 
Re-read text when necessary 
 

 

Writing 

Understand writing has a 

purpose to communicate 

Understand writing has a 
purpose to communicate 
 
Write opinion piece with at 
least one supporting reason 
 
Use the writing conference to 
respond to questions and 
suggestions 
 
Use digital tools with support 
to produce published work 
Participate in shared research 
project (facilitated by 
teachers) 
 
Use a single source to find 
information 
 

IDEAS- the meaning and 
development of the message 
Write using appropriate 
structures (end of 2nd grade) 
 
Stay focused on a topic 
 
With prompting and support, 
write narratives with two or 
more sequenced events 
 
Use topic and closing 
sentences 
 
CONVENTIONS- The 

mechanical correctness of 

the piece 

Appropriate letter fluency 

development 

 

Form all lowercase and capital 

letters correctly 

 

Presentation- the overall 

appearance of the work 

Language 

Spell correctly according to 

grade level content targets 

 

Use conventional spelling for 

words with common spelling 

patterns: CV (consonant 

vowel), CVC (consonant vowel 

consonant), CVCe (consonant 

vowel consonant e-) with a,i,o 

Diagraphs- sh,ch,th,wh (3rd 

trimester), long I spelled with 

y (by, my, fly) (3rd trimester) 

 

Spell untaught words 

phonetically 

 

Spells “No Excuse” words 

correctly 

 

Build vocabulary through 

word structures and 

exposure 

 

Sort words into categories 



Define words by category and 

by one or more key attributes 

(e.g. A duck is a bird that 

swims) 

 

Use mechanics/conventions 

correctly according to grade 

level targets 

 

Use common, proper, and 

possessive nouns 

 

Use singular and plural nouns 

with matching verbs in basic 

sentences 

 

Use personal, possessive and 

indefinite pronouns (e.g. I, me, 

my, they, them, and theirs) 

 

Use verbs to convey past, 

present, and future 

 

Use frequently occurring 

adjectives 

 

Use frequently occurring 

prepositions 

 

Capitalize dates and names of 

people 

 

Use end punctuation correctly 

 

Use commas in dates and to 

separate single words in a 

series 

 

Use -s, -ed, and -ing words and 

can identify the root word 

 

Speaking and 

Listening 

 
Uses grade appropriate 

strategies for speaking and 

listening 
 

Participate in discussions by 

actively listening and speaking 

Ask and answer questions 

about key details in a text read 

aloud or through other media 

 

Ask questions to clear up 

confusion about topic 

 

Describe people, places, things 

and events with relevant 

details expressing ideas and 

feelings clearly 

 

Add drawings or visual 

displays to clarify thoughts, 

feelings, and ideas 

 

 
 

Mathematics 

Mastery/Precision: Number 

Sense, Properties, and 

Operations 

Count numbers to 120 

 

Read numbers to 120 

 

Write numbers to 120 

 

Compare and order numbers 

to 120 

 

Describe positions (before and 

after) on a number line 

 

Use ordinal numbers (first, 

second, up to tenth) and 

symbols 1st, 2nd, ect 

 

Count by 5’s and 10’s to 120 

 

Understand place value up to 

100 

Build up number bonds 

through 20 

 

Add 2 digit+1 digit to 100, no 

regrouping 

 

Add 2-digit +2 digit number, 

no regrouping 

 

Add 2 digit + multiple of 10, no 

regrouping 

Add more than two 1-digit 

numbers 

 

Identify coins and the value of 

each 

 

Identify the total value of 2 

coins 

 

Use the symbol $ and C  

 

Subtract multiples of 10 

 

Compare objects to numbers 

to 20 using symbols (<,>,=) 

 

Use the +/- symbol to write a 

mathematical statement for a 

given situation 

 

Understand multiplication as 

repeated additions (within 40)  

 

Divide objects into equal sets 

given the number of objects in 

each set and the number of 

sets 

 

Mental Math: fluent with 

addition and subtraction 

through 10 

 

Mental Math: add a 2 digit 

number and tens 

 

Mastery/Precision- Shapes, 

Dimensions, and Geometric 

Relationships 

 



Identify, describe and 

compare geometric shapes 

and objects (rectangle, square, 

circle, triangle) 

 

Distinguish between defining 

and non-defining attributes of 

shapes 

 

Compose two and three-

dimensional shapes to create 

composite shapes 

 

Divide circles and rectangles 

into halves and fourths (Use 

vocabulary to describe whole 

and shares) 

 

Measure length using standard 

and non-standard units 

 

Order three objects by length 

using standard measurement 

 

Use the terms: long, longer, 

longest; short, shorter, 

shortest; tall, taller, tallest; 

high, higher, highest; heavy, 

heaviest, heaviest; light, 

lighter, lightest 

 

Tell and write time to half 

hour using analog and digital 

 

Mastery/Precision- Data 

Analysis, statistics, and 

probability 

Collect, organize and interpret 

data up to three categories 

(graphs) 

 

Collect and organize data to 

make a picture graph 

 

Use a symbol/picture to 

represent an object 

 

Read and interpret picture 

graphs in both horizontal and 

vertical form (no scale) 

Mastery/Precision- 

Patterns, Functions, and 

Algebraic Structures 

 

Create and extend a complex 

growing and repeating pattern 

 

Math Communication 

 

Describe and represent 
foundational skills orally, 
visually, and kinesthetically 
 
Ask and answer questions 
 
Use accurate vocabulary to 
talk about quantities 
 
Problem Solving/ Reasoning 

Visually and kinesthetically 

organize information to reach 

a solution 

 

Solve one step word problems 

+/- 20 

 

Solve word problems 

involving addition and 

subtraction of money in 

dollars only or in cents only  

 

Confidence 

Persistent and take risks in 

math work  

 

Use accurate vocabulary to 

talk about quantities 

 

Solving/Reasoning 

 

Visually and kinesthetically 

organize information to reach 

a solution 

 

 

Social Studies 

Have modeled and practice 

the critical processing skill 

of: communicate thinking 

with precision and clarity 

when making decisions, 

defending positions, and 

solving problems 

With the support of a teacher, 

present information about a 

topic studied together 

Have modeled and practice 

the critical processing skill: 

think interdependently 

when making decisions, 

defending positions, and 

solving problems 

Participate in making shared 

decisions and solving 

problems together 

Acknowledge the viewpoints 

of others in a group setting 

Have modeled and practice 

the critical processing skill: 

think creatively and 

innovatively when making 

decisions, defending 

positions, and solving 

problems 

Accept the possibility of more 

than one right answer by 

generating multiple possible 

answers 

Use the process of 

brainstorming 



Recognize when detail is 

needed 

Experience and bring 

language to describe 

relevant historical events: 

Famous American Leaders, 

Time Lines, American 

Symbols 

Arrange personal life events 

on a timeline 

Identify past events using a 

calendar 

Use time words: minutes, 

days, weeks, months, years 

American symbols: American 

flag, Colorado flag, Bald Eagle, 

Statue of Liberty, Uncle Sam, 

the Capitol, the White House 

Experience and bring 

language to describe 

concepts of Economics-

Career, Savings, Money 

Jobs people have and how they 

choose them 

Short-term goals and the 

sources of income needed to 

meet them, including gifts, 

borrowing, allowances, and 

income 

Saving and banks 

Experience and bring 

language to describe 

concepts of geography: 

World Maps 

Give examples of how people 

use and interrelate with 

Earth’s resources 

Places in the world 

Recite address including city, 

state, and country, and explain 

how those labels help find 

places on a map 

Distinguish between land and 

water on a map or globe. 

Expose to and bring language 

to: equator, poles, and 

hemispheres 

Create simple maps showing 

both human and natural 

features 

Experience and bring 

language to concepts of 

Civics: Famous Americans 

Compare and contrast how 

activities, schools, homes, and 

traditions differ because of 

physical (environment) and 

cultural characteristics 

Experience and bring 

language to concepts of 

Culture: American Symbols, 

Famous American Leaders 

 

Science 

Demonstrate curiosity and 

have a positive attitude 

toward science 

Recognize value of science 

in everyday life 

Utilize science process skills 

to ask questions and 

recognize and solve 

problems locally and 

globally 

 

 

 

Communicate Science 

understandings in a variety 

of ways including: gathering 

and interpreting data, using 

scientific reasoning to 

define and defend a 

position, exchanging 

information, questions, and 

ideas while recognizing the 

perspectives of others 

Demonstrate proficiency in 

essential concepts of 

Physical Science: Liquids 

and Solids 

Analyze and interpret 

observations about solids and 

liquids and their unique 

properties. Make 

generalizations base on 

observations of the unique 

properties of solids and 

liquids 

Identify the similarities and 

differences of two or more 

groups of solids/liquids 

Develop, communicate and 

justify evidence based 

scientific explanation 

regarding the unique 

properties of solids and 

liquids 

Identify unique properties of 

solids and liquids 

Demonstrate proficiency in 

essential concepts of Life 

Science: Plants and Animals 

Develop, communicate and 

justify evidence-based ideas 

regarding similarities and 

differences between parents 

and offspring. Communicate 

similarities and differences 

between parents and offspring 

 



Analyze and interpret data 

regarding the similarities and 

differences between offspring 

and their parents. Analyze 

information given about 

similarities and differences 

between offspring and their 

parents. 

Question peers about evidence 

used in developing ideas about 

similarities and differences 

between parents and offspring 

Identify organisms and 

develop, communicate, justify 

evidence based scientific 

explanations for classifying 

them into groups. Classify 

organisms based on scientific 

explanations 

Analyze and interpret data 

about the needs of plants and 

animals. Determine the needs 

of plants and animals 

Use direct observations and 

other evidence to support and 

respond to feedback about 

ideas concerning physical 

characteristics that help 

plants/animals survive 

Demonstrate proficiency in 

essential concepts of Earth 

Science: Pebbles, Sand and 

Silt 

Identify and represent 

similarities and differences 

such as texture, size, color and 

shape of various materials on 

Earth 

Sort, group, and classify 

Earth’s materials based on 

observations and explorations 

Make predictions about how a 

material on Earth might be 

useful based on its properties 

Communicate ideas about the 

differences between soils from 

different places 

Use a variety of tools to 

observe, analyze, record, and 

compare Earth’s materials 

Analyze the impact of reducing 

and recycling materials 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


