
School Committee Briefs 
The School Committee met on December 5, 2019 at 6:30 pm in the School Committee 

room. At the meeting we: 

 Opened in a workshop format to discuss School Committee organization – Megan 

Douglas has stepped down from her role as Chair of the School Committee and Erika 

Sevetson has stepped down from her role as Vice Chair. The Committee discussed the 

organization and roles of the School Committee members. 

 

Mr. Messore then called the Business meeting to order, in which the School Committee: 

 

 Elected Gina Bae as new Chair of the School Committee and Megan Douglas as new Vice-

Chair. 

 

The Superintendent’s report included: 

 Various achievements of our students and staff for the month of November. Achievements 

 Updates to the Middle School building project – the District received an extension on the 

temporary certificate of occupancy through the end of December. 

 The School Committee approving expenditures for the month of October in the amount of 

$4,071,615.87. 

 The semi-annual Bullying Report – as of December 1, there have been 4 investigations 

district-wide, and of those 4 investigations, 1 has been identified as a case of bullying. 

 Update on School Scheduling Task Force – a survey has gone out to staff, caregivers, and 

students in grades 5-12.  The survey closes on December 12. 

 Update on the impact of the Field Trip Policy – School Improvement Teams at each level 

are developing guidelines and protocol related to field trips and will be shared with the 

community once established. 

 

School Committee business included: 

 Student Representative Update – discussing the development of more effective morning 

announcements at the Middle School similar to the High School Sunrise Show, 

development of a collaborative internship between High School and Middle School 

students, and possible mentorship opportunity between High School students and English 

Language Learners at Hampden Meadows. 

 A first read of the Class of 2023 and Beyond Graduation Requirements Policy. 

 

The School Committee also: 

 Listened to Public Comment. 

 Approved the Consent Agenda which included archiving of several policies, the School 

Committee Minutes from Nov. 7 and Nov. 21 meetings, the resignation of Kristy Burns – 

speech pathologist at Primrose Hill, and appointments of Marisa Timmins, speech 

pathologist and Karen Harrington, special education teacher at Primrose Hill. 

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/534721/Achievement_12.05.19.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/537873/Student_Representative_Report_12_5_19.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13QfmudibqFPBNiVuYJNmSM8UxMePGe7S/view?usp=sharing


 Reviewed discussion items including a possible update on the School Schedule Task Force 

survey results, data presentation from the Transportation Task Force, update on Traffic and 

Safety study conducted at the Middle School, and discussion of the Legislative Task Force 

on School Funding Formula. 

 Learned that members of the Committee would be attending a conference that weekend on 

developing a world-class public education in RI sponsored by the RI Foundation, as well 

as an XQ+RI Design Camp in which the High School design team will be participating as 

part of the process for applying for an implementation grant. 

 Adjourned into Executive Session to discuss an administrative appeal in Superior Court 

and to review the successor contract with the NEAB in which no votes were taken and 

minutes were sealed. 

 

The meeting can be viewed at the Meeting Video Stream. 

 

Our next meeting will be a workshop on Monday, January 6, at 7pm to discuss School Committee 

goals, communication plan, agenda setting, governing principles, and evaluation.  The next 

business meeting will be held on Thursday, January 9 at 7pm. 

 

We wish everyone a wonderful holiday season and a restful break.  Looking forward to continuing 

our work in the New Year! 

 

https://livestream.com/accounts/3477700/events/2697138/videos/199598371

