
“The Prayers of Christmas:  Zechariah” 
Luke 1:67-79 

 
The 400 long years of silence following the last writing 
prophet, Malachi, are broken with the announcement from 
the angel Gabriel to Zechariah, “…your prayer has been 
heard…” (Luke 1:13).  With that, the day of opportunity 
dawns, when through repentance and faith in Messiah Jesus 
those destined to perish may be saved! 
 

(68) Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
for he has visited and redeemed his people 

(69) and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
in the house of his servant David,  

(70) as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of 
old, 

(71) that we should be saved from our enemies 
and from the hand of all who hate us; 

(72) to show the mercy promised to our fathers 
and to remember his holy covenant, 

(73) the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, 
to grant us (74) that we,  

being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 

(75) in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
(76) And you, child,  

will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 

(77) to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
in the forgiveness of their sins, 

(78) because of the tender mercy of our God, 
whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 

 

(79) to give light to those who sit in darkness  
and in the shadow of death, 

to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 

 
Have you found the way out of death’s shadow, into peace? 



 
 

Gather the family in the darkest place you 
can in your house (make sure to stay safe!) 

Just “sit in darkness” for some time, and talk about darkness 
and what problems it presents. If you didn’t know the way 
out of this darkness, what would help? Talk about how the 
gospel is the light that leads us to salvation through faith in 
Jesus, showing us the way to peace with God. 
     
For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
1.  Compare Malachi 4 with Luke 1:5-25 and 67-79. How 
does this help you appreciate the gospel? 
 
 
 
2.  What words does Zachariah use in his song (Luke 1:67-
79) to express that this salvation comes at God’s merciful 
initiative? What does this tell you about God in relationship 
to people, and his promises? How does it impact your 
prayers? 
 
 
 
3.  Who are the enemies we need to be saved from (Luke 
1:71)? Are our enemies different from the enemies of other 
ages? Are some the same? 
 
 
 
4.  This child, who would be known as John the Baptist, 
would have a particular ministry to “make ready for the Lord 
a people prepared” (Luke 1:17). What did John do to get 
people prepared? What need did he address that continues 
to be the need people have in order to be prepared for the 
Lord’s coming? 
 
NEXT WEEK:  Prayers of Christmas:  Simeon, Luke 2:25-35 
 


