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Happy November RGS Families! 
 
Just a couple of reminders for you this month… 

 

 As cold weather is beginning to approach, please be 
sure to label all of your child’s cold weather 
gear...especially those pesky little black gloves!  If your 
child loses something please remind them to look in the 
Lost and Found by Mrs. Hunt’s office. 

  

 The school store is open for business and students 
can start spending their YOU ROCK tickets!  You might 
notice your child coming home with a purple YOU 
ROCK ticket. Students can trade 10 pink tickets in for 
one purple ticket.  This should help when it comes time 
to spend and the store, and is also a great way for your 
child to practice counting by tens! 

  

 Don’t forget that conferences are coming.  Please be 
sure to sign up to reserve your spot as soon as possi-
ble.  Teachers are looking forward to meeting with all of 
you! 

  

 
Have a wonderful month and a Happy Thanksgiving! 

 
Ms. Kuhl 

UPCOMING DATES 
      November 
 

1  Kdg/1st Gr Sign Club 3:45-4:15 Library 
4  Snapology 3:34-5 Mrs Zaremba’s room 
         Girl Scouts 4th Gr (Pardue) 3:34-5—Café 
 5      Girls Scouts 3rd Gr  (McCallister), 3:34-5 
  Café 
         Fall Chess Cllub 3:40-4:40  
6  Girl Scouts Kdg (Rizzo) 3:34-5:15 Café 
7  Girl Scouts 5th Gr (Smith) 3:34-5 Café 
8  Donuts w/Dad 
         Kdg/1st Gr Sign Club 3:45-4:15 Library 
11  Veteran’s Day Assembly 
         Snapology 3:34-5 Mrs Zaremba’s Room 
12  Girls Scouts 2nd Gr (Keblusek/Hogel)  
                3:34-  5:45 Cafe 
          Chess Club 3:40-4:40 
          PTO Meeting 4:00 Library 
13  Full Day of School 
          Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:30-8 
14  Early Dismisal 11:45 
          Parent Teacher Conferences 12:30-8 
15   No School—Non Attendance 
18   Snapology 3:34-5 Mrs Zaremba’s Room 
19   Girl Scouts 3rd Gr (McAllister) 3:34-5 Café 
          Chess Club 3:40-4:40 Mrs Zaremba 
20   Girl Scouts 2nd Gr (Klelusek/Hogel) 
  3:34-5  Cafe                  
          Girl Scouts Kdg (Rizzo) 3:34-5 Serving Ar-
ea 
21     Girl Scouts 5th Gr (Smith) 3:34-5 Cafe 
25  District Board Meeting 7-8 District Office 
26  Girl Scouts 1st Gr (Hogel/Sena) 3:34-5:15 

  Café 
         Fall Chess Club 3:40 Mrs Zaremba’s Room 
27-29 NO SCHOOL—Thanksgiving Break 
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/RGSPTO/


PE News 
Our fall season has been busy and it’s hard to believe 
we are finished with the first quarter already! 
 
This quarter we are going to hit on activities involving 
Sport Stacking including participating in the Guinness 
World Record StackUp Day on November 8th!  The 
current record to beat is 622,809 Stackers in one day from all over the World! 
 
We kicked off stacking with a great assembly by Dan the Stackman, a National Champion, AAU Stacking athlete.  He really got 
the kids excited about stacking!  Stop in at PT Conferences and see what it’s all about or stack with your kids. 
 
We are also going to be touching on basketball skills and doing a bowling unit in the following months.  Both units, very popu-
lar with students. 
 
We will not likely be getting too many more days outdoors.  If your child needs indoor gym shoes, please try to get them here 
soon.  Good traction is important for safety during activities on the gym floor. 



 

MRS.  JODI ZAREMBA 
Spanish Teacher 
JZAREMBA@NSD2.COM 

¡Bienvenidos Otoño!   

   As October comes to a close, all grade levels are working on a mini-culture unit about Día de los 
Muertos, or Day of the Dead. This popular Latin American holiday is often confused with our Hallow-
een, but in fact, it is all about the importance of the family.  Students are learning that this ancient hol-
iday is really a celebration of the memories and love that live on after our friends and loved ones pass 
away. It is the Hispanic way of honoring their families, and is a combination of Aztec and contemporary 
traditions.  

Fifth graders In addition to their mini unit on Day of the Dead, a further study of the Aztecs will be 
completed to extend what they are currently learning in their Social Studies Curriculum.  

Fourth graders have finished their unit on the basic school supplies in Spanish.  They will be moving 
on from their study of the school supplies and will begin a short cultural unit on Día de los Muertos 
and the art of the Sugar Skull. 

Third graders are continuing their Science extension unit on the migration of the Monarch Butterfly. 
Students will be creating vocabulary flashcards, and are encouraged to practice their words at home. 

Second Graders have almost completed their unit on the basic greetings and leaving takings. Once 
that is completed, we will take a brief look at the holiday of Día de los Muertos, before moving on to 
our next unit on Weather and the Seasons. 

First Graders were very intrigued by the customs of Día de los Muertos.  They are currently working 
on a special project using what they learned about Calacas, or the friendly, Mexican skeletons.  

Kindergartners have completed their study of the word rojo, which means red, and will be moving 
on to amarillo, or yellow. We will also be learning the Spanish word círculo, which means circle.  

   As we look at November, I must say how thankful I am to have the opportunity to work with each 
and every one of your children! Their enthusiasm and interest in the Spanish Language are a true 
blessing! 



 
Kindergarteners learned that music has a heart-
beat. It is the pulse of the music and keeps the 
beat just like our heart keeps the beat inside our 
bodies. Students started moving in our shared 
space to the piano keeping the steady beat in our 
feet as we skip, gallop, march, tiptoe, jump, and 
hop. We are continuing to practice our 4 voices 
with the piece “Five Little Hot Dogs” where stu-
dents use their speaking and calling voices. Re-
cently, classes began using their singing voice to 
sing pictures of lines and curves. As an assessment 
students have been playing a yum yum monster 
game on the smartboard. The monster uses 1 of 
our 4 voices and kindergartners click on the candy 
that matches that voice. We sang the book Shake 
Dem Halloween Bones and will add egg shakers to 
our song. 

5th graders are working hard on their Christmas show 
The Lights of Jingle Bell Hill. The concert will take place on 
Tuesday, December 17th at 7pm in the RGS gym.  If you 
have any Christmas decorations we could borrow to decorate 
our stage like a bedazzled Christmas town, please send them 
in. We appreciate any props we can borrow and return the 
night of the concert! 
 
After using building blocks to improvise 8 beats in “Chicken 
on a Fence Post,” 4th graders are working to improvise 4 
beats completely on their own. We are discussing strategies 
to create our rhythms and practicing row by row in addition 
to volunteer soloists. Once students are comfortable, they 
will solo improvise on unpitched percussion instruments. Last 
year we learned all about do pentatonic, but now we are 
working on la pentatonic. Instead of do being our home 
pitch, now it is la. Classes have listened to songs they are 
familiar with where the home pitch was changed and how 
that impacts the mood of the piece. We are singing “Ghost 
of John” to put that la pentatonic in our ears. This song is 
also a round, which challenges our singing skills. 
 
The book Cat Goes Fiddle-i-fee introduced 3rd graders to 
the pitch re. When added to our tone set, we now have 5 
pitches creating the pentatonic scale. Students added un-
pitched percussion instruments and volunteer soloists to our 
piece. Our movement song “Long Legged Sailor” reinforced 
the tritonic pitches do, re mi. We have yum yum monster 
activities that reinforce aural and literacy skills. The mon-
ster sing a melody and students identify the notation that 
the monster sang. Students have been working on do, re, mi 
and will move onto the full pentatonic scale soon. 
 
2nd graders sang “Rain, Rain, Go Away” to reinforce distin-
guishing beat, rhythm, and pitch aurally and visually. Next 
we worked as a class to create four beat rhythms using 
quarter notes, eighth notes, and quarter rests. Students 
completed a worksheet composing a rhythm and we put 4 
papers together to create a 16 beat rhythm. Classes prac-
ticed reading the rhythms accurately before transferring 
them to unpitched percussion instruments. Lastly we added 
the poem “Rain on the Green Grass” with ornamental percus-
sion. We put these 3 songs together to create our “Rain 
Rondo.” A rondo is a song in ABACA form. 
 
We are beginning to decode our rhythm icons into rhythm 
notation now that 1st graders know quarter notes and eighth 
notes. Students have practiced reading these rhythms off 
flashcards that we put together and mixed up to make them 
more challenging. Classes decoded the icons from our “Pass 
the Pumpkin” game before we added the gong.  
 
In addition to our “Pass the Pumpkin” song, we also learned 
“Skin and Bones.” First graders practiced clapping the end 
of the phrases which we transferred to unpitched percus-
sion instruments. “The Monster Walk” is a favorite song to 
move around the music room to while pretending to be vari-
ous monsters. 
 
 
 

Continued 

First Grade: We have been working on cause and effect. 

The students have to brainstorm what would come be-

fore an effect and then sometimes what the effect of a 

cause would be. Great thinking skills practice.  

Second Grade:The second graders have been working 

very hard on how to compare and contrast objects to 

each other. Some of the answers are ones I didn't even 

think of! Very impressed with the exposure to the world 

all the students have.  

Third Grade: are soaring through the universe. Soon we 

will be making our own models of the sun. The have all 

the facts (and more) about the sun that they could give 

a speech about it, if you wanted ;)  

Fourth Grade: We have moved on from mysteries to a 

science unit that I just love. We will be working electrici-

ty and magnetism and who was responsible for the in-

vention or discovery of each. Copyright infringement 

will be brought up as our scientists were not always 

careful about who they shared their information with.  

Fifth Grade: Here we go a buildin'. The students have 

started exploring bridges. We have discussed the three 

main types of bridges and how they came about over 

the years. We did have a talk about how important 

bridges are in our lives. Won't be long before they start 

drawing and constructing.   



 

LIBRARY  

NEWS…..  November 

We will be having our Follett book fair the third week 
of December.  I encourage parents to look through the 
book fair flyer with their child and decide what they 
want their student to purchase, and then send the cor-
rect amount of money along with them to school.  Al-
so, remember there is a 7% tax applied to each pur-
chase. We hate to have disappointed customers. We 
would also welcome any volunteers who would like to 
help at the book fair. We could use helpers in the 
morning or the afternoon during the school day.  The 
fair is scheduled for December 16, through December 

20.  

Students in the library continue to have interesting 

learning experiences.   

5th grade has been exploring media literacy and the 

ways media impacts our lives on a daily basis.   

4th grade has been learning how to “spice up” their 

writing by using thesauruses. 

3rd grade is participating in a fun and challenging com-
petition which we call the A to Z Geo Challenge; 
where students use maps and atlases to solve clues 

for different locations on the globe. 

2nd grade is learning about the various text features in 
informational text that will help them find the  infor-

mation they are looking for.  

1st grade is learning alphabetical order and the differ-

ence between fiction and nonfiction books. 

Kindergarten is lis-
tening to stories and 
participating in con-
necting enrichment 

activities. 

. 

Mrs. Walker 

Librarian 

 

     
     Inspired by the reflections painted by Claude 
Monet, the fourth and fifth grade classes will use 
acrylic paints to create a picture with reflections 
in the water. 
 
     Inspired by the American artist Grant Wood, 
the third grade students are using crayons and 
watercolors to create  a picture of a farm.   
 
     The second grade students will use clay to 
create pinch pots.  When we are finished shap-
ing them we will use acrylic paints to paint them. 
 
     The first grade students are learning about 
the color wheel.  They will create a color wheel 
with primary colors and then complete it by by 
mixing the primary colors together to produce the 
secondary colors. 
 
     The Kindergarten students will use stencils to 
draw a dinosaur.  They will then use markers and 
crayons to color in their pictures.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Mr. Ratts  






