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Instruction 
 
CPSE – Committee on Preschool Special Education 
 
Special Education services for children suspected of having disabilities, age’s three to 
four, will be provided in accordance with Chapter 243 of the Laws of 1989 and Section 
4410 of Education Law. 
 
I. Eligibility 
 
A. A child with a disability who is three years of age on or before December 31st will be 
eligible for services beginning September 1st of the calendar year in which the child 
becomes three. 
 
B. A child with a disability who becomes three years of age on or before April 1st is 
eligible for services beginning January 2nd unless the child is already receiving services 
under Section 236 of the Family Court Act. 
 
C. All students attending preschool programs in July and August must meet the District 
criteria for 12 month programming and 12 month programming must be recommended in 
their IEP’s.  
 
D. All students attending preschool programs must be classified as having an educational 
disability in accordance with Part 200 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of 
Education.  
 
II. Evaluation 
 
A. The Board of Education will provide parents of a preschool child suspected of having 
a disability with a list of State Education Department approved programs. 
 
B. Upon consent of the parent, the Board of Education will arrange for the program 
provider, which the parent has selected, to conduct an evaluation in accordance with 
Chapter 243 of the Laws of 1989. 
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C. If consent to evaluate is not received by the CPSE Chairperson, a second consent for 
will be sent to the parent/guardian, and, if necessary, a phone follow-up. 
 
D. If a parent disagrees with the evaluation, the parent may obtain an additional 
evaluation, at public expense, to the extent authorized by regulation. 
 
III. Placement 
 
A. In accordance with Chapter 243, the Board of Education will appoint a Committee on 
Preschool Special Education (CPSE) to include at least: 
 

- a chairperson who is an appropriate professional employed by the school 
district. 

- A parent of a child with a disability (preschool or elementary) as long as the 
parent is not employed by the District; 

- An appropriate licensed and certified professional who participated in the 
evaluation of the child;  

- An appropriate licensed and certified professional designated by the agency 
which is charged with the preschool child pursuant to Title I. 

 
 The Chief Executive Officer of Orange County may appoint an appropriately 
licensed and certified professional to the committee. 
 
B. Within thirty days of obtaining parental consent, the CPSE will meet and make a 
recommendation to the Board of Education. 
 
C. If a preschool child is found to be eligible for service, the Board of Education will 
arrange for those services by a State Education Department approved provider as per 
Chapter 243. 
 
D. The Board of Education will notify the parent, Orange County, the designated 
program and the Commissioner of its decision. 
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IV. Annual Review 
 
A. In accordance with the Part 200 Regulations, the CPSE will review, at least annually, 
the status of each preschool child. 
 
V. Appeal 
 
A. If the determination of the Board of Education is not acceptable to the parent or if the 
CPSE or the Board of Education fails to make or effectuate its recommendation within 
the time periods required by regulation, a parent may file a written request for an 
impartial hearing.  
 
B Upon receipt of such request, the Board of education shall provide for a hearing to be 
conducted in accordance with Section 4410 of Chapter 243. 
 
Training 
 
Members of the CPSE shall receive appropriate training through State Education 
Department regional conferences, BOCES and District in-service programs, if any, and 
building level faculty meetings, as deemed appropriate and necessary by the 
administration. All CPSE members shall receive an annual orientation regarding the 
District’s referral, evaluation and placement procedures. 
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