
INFORMATION AND RELEASE 
HEPATITIS B VACCINE 

 
 Hepatitis B is an inflammation of the liver caused by the Hepatitis B Virus. Hepatitis B 
can be asymptomatic to like having a mild case of the flu, or may be more severe requiring 
extended hospitalization. 
 
 Health care workers are at 20 times greater risk of contracting the virus than in the 
general public. Everyone who has contact with POTENTIALLY INFECTED BLOOD OR 
BODY FLUIDS is at RISK. The hepatitis B virus is found in blood, saliva, urine, semen, vaginal 
secretions and possibly other body fluids. 
 
 Hepatitis B signs and symptoms include: anorexia, fatigue, abdominal discomfort, 
enlarged liver, jaundice and abnormal liver function tests. It may take anywhere from 28 to 160 
days after exposure to come down with any of the symptoms above. Long term effects of 
hepatitis B may include chronical active hepatitis, cirrhosis and liver cancer. 
 
 ENGERIX-B is the newest hepatitis B vaccine, a non-infectious synthetic vaccine. Three 
doses of the vaccine provides high antibody titers and long lasting protection – levels far 
exceeding the minimum protective level of 10mlU/ml. Does is 20 mcg/ml, over a period of six 
months, beginning at 0, 1 and 6 months. 
 
 ENGERIX-B proven to be well tolerated. Those receiving the vaccine may experience 
local reactions such as soreness, redness and swelling at the injection site, as seen with most 
vaccines. 
 
 Dose: Three doses of 20mcg/ml injections at 0, 1, and 6 months, in the deltoid muscle. 
 
 DOSE: Following needlesticks or exposure to blood and/or body fluids; Injections at 0, 1, 
2 months of 20 mcg/ml in the deltoid muscle, in conjunction with HBIG at 0 month. 
 
 Adults over 40 years of age Engerix-B vaccine produced anti HBs titers that were lower 
than those in younger adults. 
 
 CONTRAINDICATIONS: Individuals who are hypersensitive to YEAST or any other 
component of the vaccine, aluminum, hydroxide, thimerosal (mercury derivative), sodium 
chloride, disodium phosphate dihydrate, sodium dihydrogen phosphate dihyrate.  
 
 WARNING: Anyone experiencing hypersensitivity after ENERIX-B (HEPATITIS B 
VACCINE RECOMBINANT) injections should not receive further injections of Engerix-B 
vaccine. 
 
 PREGNANCY: Studies have not been conducted 
NURSING MOTHERS: Caution should be exercised as it is not known whether it is excreted in 
human milk. 


