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MASK-WEARING PROTOCOL

The Maynard Public Schools District is committed to providing a safe environment in schools
during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Maintaining a safe environment is critical to the
District’s ability to ensure  students remain in  a full-time classroom learning environment.

According to public health experts, one of the best ways to stop the spread of coronavirus and
to keep members of our school community safe is the use of face masks or face coverings.
Therefore, in accordance with guidance and recommendations from the Center for Disease
Control (CDC), the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) and the
Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH), the following requirements are in place
until further notice.

A face covering that covers the nose and mouth is recommended to be worn in school
buildings, and on school grounds, even when social distancing is observed.

We encourage both unvaccinated and vaccinated individuals who feel more comfortable
wearing a mask to continue to do so.

We also thank everyone in advance for supporting the individual choices that are made.
Any bullying that results from mask wearing will be dealt with in accordance with our
bullying policy.

According to CDC guidelines, mask wearing in schools is recommended in counties that
are designated as high risk. Low- and medium-risk counties do not need to wear masks
in schools.

The School Committee gives the authority to the Superintendent, in consultation with
school nurses and medical professionals, such as the Maynard Public Health Nurse, to
implement short-term mask requirements based on data within the school system.

Students and staff returning from 5 day quarantine following a positive COVID
test must follow strict mask use, other than when eating, drinking, or outside, and
conduct active monitoring for symptoms, through day 10 of exposure. If students



or staff members cannot wear a face covering for days 6-10, they will need to
continue with their quarantine through day 10.

Masks will be required in all school health offices.

Guidance Statements:
Center for Disease Control and Prevention – When to Wear a Mask or
Respirator Updated February 25, 2022
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-fac
e-coverings.html
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-mask-requirements -
mask-requirements-in-certain-locations-https://search.mass.gov/?q=schoo
l+health+offices
Center for Disease Control and Prevention – Guidance for Covid-19
Prevention in K-12 Schools Updated January 13, 2022.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/
k-12-guidance.html
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education –
Fall 2021 Covid-19 Guidance Updated February 9, 2022
https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2022-0209mask-requireme
nt-update.pdf
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