
 

 

Landis Elementary 
 Home of the Lions 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

News from the Principal 

September News 
I want to take this opportunity to welcome your family back to school at 
Landis Elementary. I am honored and excited to be serving as the Principal 
at Landis Elementary, where the students and staff are the best and come 
first. As a mother of four, I am well aware of the challenges in raising 
children, balancing family life, school, and work. It is not easy, but please 
know your children are among the best, most talented and caring 
professionals in the field of education. Our goal is to develop fine, young, 
responsible citizens that will make you, as parents, very proud. 
Again this year, our teachers are fortunate enough to have professional 
development opportunities during the school year. Our first opportunity is on 
September 18th. Students will NOT attend school on this day, but will have a 
special eLearning packet in a manila folder for this day. This eLearning 
packet is different from the snow/fog day blue folder. The snow/fog day 
eLearning packet is in the blue folder and is only used for inclement weather 
or emergency days. Please don’t get them mixed up. We will have the dates 
on the packets for the planned teacher professional development dates. We 
will also be having 2 other planned days, October 10 and October 11. Please 
put the manila folders (planned PD days) and blue folders (snow/fog days) in 
a safe place at home, with the blue folders to be competed on the above 
dates. All of these eLearning packets are on the Landis website should you 
happen to misplace yours. Your teachers are also available on these days by 
email or you can leave them a voice message at school, should you have a 
question about student work. They will respond to your email or phone 
message in a timely manner. 
October 10th and 11th are our parent-teacher conference days. This will allow 
us to make sure we have enough time to talk to all parents. These are so 
beneficial for your students, so please get in touch with your child’s teacher 
and set up your conference time. 
Thank you for helping to keep our students safe during drop-off and pick-up. 
It is very important to remember to be careful and drive slowly when coming 
in and out of Landis. Traffic can get backed up at times, but please remember 
we may need to practice patience when this occurs. At dismissal if you are in 
the pickup line, please stay in your car and as you pull up, your child will be 
loaded for you. Daycare busses and Cass Transit load on the curve at the 
south end of the drive. Please do not park there or block them in. Always 
remember if you are walking in the parking lot with your children, hold their 
hand.  Be safe and help us keep all our kids safe. 
Thank you so much for an amazing start to our 2019-20 school year!  We will 
have a wonderful and productive year, and our students will have the best 
school year of their life. 
 

Patti Wolf 
 

 

  

 

Upcoming 
Events 

 
9/10- PTO Meeting 
at 5:30 PM in the 
Landis Library 

 
9/11- Picture Day 

 
9/12- Midterms Sent 

Home 
 

9/13- Popcorn 
Friday $.25 per bag 

 
9/13- Landis Hosting 
a Blood Drive 12-6 

 
9/18- ELearning 

Day, NO SCHOOL 
 

9/24- 1st Grade 
Camp Read-A-Lot 

Family Night      
6:30-7:30 

 



 
 

News from the Grade Levels 
September News 

 

 

 

FIRST GRADE NEWS 

We have had a wonderful first month in first grade! We 
are so excited to get to know all your children. This 
month in reading we are still talking about the big 

question, “What is a neighborhood?”. In Math, we will 
continue learning about addition. Make sure to continue 

practicing your spelling and high frequency words as 
well as your math facts. This is going to be a great year!  

SECOND GRADE NEWS 

Second grade is off to a great start!  We are 

learning new routines and teacher expectations. 

Thank you to all the parents who came to Supply 

Night and Meet the Teacher Night.  We hope you 

have a better understanding of the curriculum and 

feel free to contact us with any questions or 

concerns. In math, students have been learning new 

strategies to solve addition and subtraction 

problems. This month we will be talking about 

number patterns. In reading we will continue to 

talk about how different places affect us. Thank 

you for helping us make this a great school year for 

your child! 

THIRD GRADE NEWS 

Welcome back to school! The third grade 
teachers are so happy to be back. We would 
like to welcome Diego San Martin to our third 

grade team this year as the Spanish DLI 
teacher. He’s coming to us all the way from 
Spain! We’re excited to start IMPACT this 

year and working hard on focus standards to 
better help our students succeed. Please let 

any of us know if you have any questions 
throughout the year.  

 

FIFTH GRADE NEWS 

5th Graders have embarked on another year of 

learning. We are looking forward to a year of 
tremendous growth as we prepare for sixth grade. 

With that being said, please be aware that your 
child may have nightly homework. The expectation 

is that homework is completed the evening 

assigned and returned the next day. Of course, we 
cannot do this without your help. We want to work 

as a team to ensure all students are responsible 
and prepared for their future. Thank you for all 

you do for your child!  

 

 

FOURTH GRADE NEWS 

Welcome back to school!  Fourth grade students are off to 
a great start!  Both teachers and students are excited Ms. Meinhard 
“graduated” from 3rd grade to 4th grade this year! We appreciate the 
family members that were able to attend our Meet the Teacher 
night. Fourth grade teachers are always available via school phone, 
email, and Schoology for further explanation of details discussed at 
Parent Night. 
 

Students are grouped within their own classrooms for Math 
instruction. We use an online program for skill review, acceleration, 
and fact practice called ALEKs. This program can be accessed at 
home for additional practice. Contact your child’s teacher if you have 
questions or concerns about this program. Your child is now using 
their student planner and should have all assignments written down.  
Check with your child so you are aware of what should be completed 
each evening and of any upcoming events. 

 

KINDERGARTEN NEWS 
Welcome to Kindergarten! We have had a wonderful beginning to 
our school year and are busy planning for September. We have 
started our Saxon Phonics program. We are learning to identify 
letters and recognize the sounds that accompany them. We 
introduce a new letter each week. Please take time to go over the 
letters and sounds with your child in the evenings. Any extra 
reinforcement at home makes a big difference!  Please remember 
to send in lunch money with your child. Simply put the money in an 
envelope with your child’s name, and their teacher’s name on the 
outside. You will receive a friendly reminder if your child’s lunch 
account is low or has a negative balance. Thank you for all that 
you do to make your child successful! We look forward to a great 
year! 

 



 

 

News from Mr. Isenburg 
Assistant Principal 

 
   Welcome back to school. We have had a great first few 
days at Landis. All the students are learning and             
re-learning the routine. I am blessed to be involved in the 
lives of these students. 
  I do want to go over the attendance policy. ALL absences 
are considered unexcused unless a doctor’s note is 
provided sent into the school. The note can be brought by 
a parent or a student, or it can be faxed to the school from 
the doctor’s office. 574-753-5513 is the Landis fax 
number. 
  At 3 unexcused absences, I will call you to review the 
attendance policy. At 5 unexcused, we will need to meet at 
the school to go over the policy and discuss how we can 
get the student to school every day. 
  Thank you and I look forward to another fantastic year at 
Landis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Counselor’s Corner 
Mrs. Gwin  

  Welcome to Landis! My name is Meghan Gwin and I 
am the School Social Worker at Landis. The start of the 
2019-2020 school year has started off very well! We are 
so excited to see all those that are returning to us and all 
the brand-new faces! 
  This school year your student’s will be learning about 
Social Emotional Skills that will help them succeed in all 
aspects of their lives. We will be focusing on learning 
skills such as Self-Awareness, Self-Management, Social 
Awareness, Relationship Skills, and Responsible 
Decision Making. Social emotional skills will continuously 
grow and develop but we must be intentional with our 
teaching. The family and the school are a team in this 
and will be more successful when we work together! 
Please stay in contact with your child’s teacher. 
Communication is vital to a successful school year! As 
always, feel free to contact me if you need anything!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Title I News 
Mrs. Jones & Mrs. Snoeberger 

 
Be on the lookout for two exciting Title I opportunities for Landis families. 

• September 24, 2019 will be “Camp Read-A-Lot” for our 
first-grade families, brothers and sisters included!  Join us 
in the gym at 6:30 for a campfire sing-along with Mrs. 
Hinshaw, lantern making with Mrs. Williams, free books 
and snacks, as well as a family picture opportunity.  In 
September first grade students will be bringing home an 
information letter along with a golden ticket they will need 
to bring with them that evening for a chance at winning a 
door prize.  Sign in will begin at 6:15 with the events 
beginning at 6:30. Hope to see you there!  

• October 10, 2019 will be parent/teacher conferences here 
at Landis Elementary.  In conjunction with conferences 
Title I will be hosting our first ever Landis Title I 
Community Fair.  It will take place in the gym from 10 AM 
to 6:30 PM and is free of charge.  Make sure you take 
some time to stop in and see what our local businesses 
and organizations have to offer.  While you are there 
register to win a gift card gift basket.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from the Music Room 
Mrs. Hinshaw 

I hope everyone had a wonderful summer vacation! 
Kindergarten has been learning about our singing voices 
and will learn to play all our classroom instruments! First 
Grade reviewed our ‘TiTi’s and ‘Ta’s. Next, we’ll start 
learning about solfege (Mi and Sol).  Second Grade learned 
about sixteenth notes, or ‘Tika Tika’s. After that, we’ll 
explore the ups and downs of melody. Third Grade has 
reviewed solfege, melody, skips, and steps. Soon, we’ll 
investigate music notation and meter. Fourth Grade 
explored how sound and science affect each other. Then 
we’ll talk about different kinds of harmony! Fifth Grade has 
been working with major scales and pentatonic scales. Our 
next unit is recorder, where we’ll earn more of our Recorder 
Karate belts! 

 Musically yours,  

Mrs. Hinshaw 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from the Nurse’s Office 

Welcome back to school! I hope everyone enjoyed 

their summer. I just wanted to remind parents that a 

student needs to be free of a temperature of 100 F 

or greater for 24 hours without the use of 

medication before they can return to school. Also, 

ALL medication including cough drops MUST have a 

permission note for your student to be able to have 

them at school, otherwise I will not be able to give 

your student the medication. I wish everyone a 

healthy school year! 

Mrs. Craven RN   

  

 

News from the Art Room 
Mrs. Williams 

Welcome back! The Art room is off to a 
ROARING good start! All the students have 

reviewed the rules, drills, and safety procedures 
necessary for making good Art! As always, I am 
collecting Pringles cans and cereal boxes. The 

kids know where to place them outside my 
classroom door. One man’s trash turns into some 
of our best treasures! Watch next month for some 
exciting Art contests and opportunities to be held 

in the city! I am excited because I KNOW I will 
see some Landis prize winners! Good Luck!  



 
 


