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Pre-Labor Day Start: 

A Brief History
Quick Facts

 Michigan is 1 of 3 states that requires schools to start after Labor Day.

 Prior to 2006, most schools started prior to Labor Day.

 Prior to 2006, local school districts had the opportunity to create calendars with 

employee groups and communities that worked best for them.

 The law requiring post-Labor Day start actually was part of a tourism push, not 

education based.



2016 Lenawee ISD County 

Wide Survey
Survey of Lenawee County Residents in regards to early start calendar:

County Total: In Support 61% (2,296 Responses)

Sand Creek Total: In Support 71% (198 Responses)



What’s changed since 2016
Factors to consider

 State Superintendents are more open to issuing pre-Labor Day start waivers to County 

ISD’s and local districts

 Re-emergence of county-wide interest in pre-Labor Day start

 Urgency created with 9/8/2020 and 9/7/2021 post-Labor Day start possibility



Other factors to consider:
 Marching Band

 Starts 2 weeks before Labor Day

 60 students

 High School Athletics

 Starts 3 weeks before Labor Day

 125 Students in Fall Sports

 Jr. High Athletics

 Starts Monday before Labor Day

 75 Students in Fall Sports



2019 Sand Creek Parent Survey

Early Start Calendar(Starting school 2 weeks before Labor Day)

JH/HS (80) 53 in favor 27 opposed

Elem (235) 127 in favor 108 opposed

TOTAL 180 in favor   (57%)    135 opposed   (43%)

Of those in favor of a two week before Labor Day early start to school, 

74% supported a M-Th early start format 

26% supported a Tu-Th early start format. 



Early Start Calendar (Starting school 2 weeks before Labor Day)

K-12 Staff 62 in favor (82%) 14 opposed (18%)

Of those in favor of a two weeks before Labor Day early start to school, 

76% supported a M-Th early start format  

26% supported a Tu-Th early start format 

2019 Sand Creek Staff Survey



Next steps would be:
1. Review survey and public hearing comments and feedback.

2. Administrative recommendation to move forward.

3. Board of Education vote to move forward or not on December 16, 2019.

4. If the Board of Education votes to move forward, the Board will set the first 

day of school for 2020-21 (August 24, 2020) and 2021-22 (August 23, 2021).

5. Communicate new school calendars with parents and community if the 

school board approves them.



Advantages

 Shifts 8 school days after Memorial Day to 8 school days before Labor Day.  
Teaching & learning is far less effective after Memorial Day.

 Aligns better with high school sports.

 Aligns better with dual enrollment.

 Eight of the hotter temperature days are shifted to the beginning of the school 
year from the end of the school year.  It is easier to learn in warm weather 
when students are motivated, like they are at the beginning of every school 
year.

 Semester 1 ends at winter break.  Fresh start to new semester after winter 
break. This allows for students to enjoy a stress free winter break.



Disadvantages

 Shortens summer break in 2020.  Back to normal in 2021.

 Tech Center students may need to attend classes the week after 

school is out to meet minimum days and instructional hours 

requirements.



Other Facts
 Schools are not allowed to be in session on any Friday before Labor Day.  This 

translates to one 3-day weekend and one 4-day weekend.

 Winter & Spring Break do not change.  Winter and Spring Break are determined by 

an agreed upon county-wide calendar that by law must be followed by all county 

school districts.

 Sand Creek started school 2 weeks before Labor Day until the state disallowed it 

in 2006.

 Average temperatures from early to mid June are nearly identical to average 

temperatures from mid to late August.



Pre-Labor Day 

vs. 

Post Labor Day Comparison
Start Date End Date

2020/2021 School Year

Pre-Labor Day Start August 24, 2020 June 4, 2021*

Post Labor Day Start September 8, 2020 June 15, 2021*

2021/2022 School Year

Pre-Labor Day Start August 23, 2021 June 2, 2022*

Post Labor Day Start September 7, 2021 June 13, 2022*

* Pending state required make-up days 







Public Hearing Feedback
Comment 1:

Was very happy to hear this was being considered.  Sports start earlier for parents and students in high school.  Therefore, 

summer is already over and might as well have school start also and not go later into June.  On the playground, we see the kids 

have checked out in June and more behavior issues.  She is supportive of this change.

Comment 2:

Projected new end dates could change based on possible snow/weather days each year.  No different than we have had in the 

past.  Just wouldn’t go as late into June if have to make up days.

Comment 3:

No problem when we start school.  However, it feels like we are going “around the law” with the waiver process.  Feels the law 

should change instead of this waiver process.

Comment 4:

Dale Zorn specified that there is a waiver process when asked about if we could get this law changed.

Comment 5:

Agrees with comment 4.  However, thinks probably half of the schools in the state have already switched.

Comment 6:

For high school, it would be very positive and the teachers support having semester end and exams done before Christmas 

break.  Students and staff will be done and exams not hovering over them during the break and need to come back and review 

and get ready for exams.  This is the SCEA view – a clean break that can be all about the family.

Comment 7:

A lot of kids don’t like the idea.  However, she likes it because exams will be done before Christmas break.  Don’t need to worry 

about studying over break.


