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Superintendent's News by Mr. Guy Johnson
Nominations for Teacher of the Year
Do you want to recognize a teacher in the Garretson School District who is making a difference? We
would like to invite you to nominate a teacher in the Garretson School District for the Teacher of the
year. The nomination process includes writing a few paragraphs about what this teacher is doing to
make a difference in the lives of our children, in our school and our community. The nomination form
can be found here: https://bit.ly/2YdXKJg. Please email your nomination to Guy.Johnson@k12.sd.us
by January 10. The District’s Teacher Of the Year is also invited to represent the District at the Regional
level for the SD Department of Education and the American Legion’s Educator of the Year program.

Raising funds? Read this!
We have many groups in and around the school that work for our students. Some of you may have
recently seen fundraisers for the “after-prom” group, or the PTO, or the music boosters, or a number of
other school-related groups. We appreciate all that these groups do to create opportunities for our
students. In 2017, our auditors suggested that we needed to adjust our fundraising policy. In October
of that year, the Board adopted the policy we have in place regarding any funds raised by school
organizations, or organizations raising funds “in the name of the school.” Raising funds “in the name
of the school” really just means any group that wants to use our “Blue Dragons” name, or the school’s
Blue Dragons symbols needs to follow our policy. If you’d like to see the full policy, the link is here:
https://bit.ly/33KgPDW.
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Meet Mr. Tim Nelson, Transportation Director
My name is Tim Nelson and this is my third year of managing the �eet of
vehicles and the bus drivers. I started as a part time driver in 2015.
Working with a reliable team of bus drivers every school day makes the
job easier. Our goal is to deliver students safe and sound on every trip.
The students also make the job special. It is a privilege to get to know the
next generation and watch them grow into young adults. We appreciate
all the students and their unique qualities. The parents of these kids have
also been actively involved. I communicate daily with parents by text,
phone calls or emails. This has been very helpful and bene�cial. They
deserve a big THANK YOU!

This is not my �rst job with the school. I came to GHS in ’95 to teach and coach basketball. In 2001, I
went into business for my own and in '03 started The Exercise Place. Shar (33 years of marriage) and I

Probably the most important aspects of the policy is the question of “where is the money kept?” The
answer is that it depends on the status of the group raising the funds. The policy requires groups
raising funds in the name of the school who keep their own bank accounts separate from the school
to have “non-pro�t” status with the IRS, known as “501 (c) 3” status. The Blue Dragon Booster Club is
a good example of a group raising funds in the name of the school that has gone through the steps to
secure this status. These groups still need to account for all money raised and their expenditures, and
are required by the policy to report at least twice each year both their earnings and what they’ve spent
the money on.

Groups that have not gone through the process to become a “501 (c) 3” organization who would still
like to raise funds as school-related groups are required by the policy to work with the business
manager to keep their funds in a school Trust and Agency account.

The policy also requires that any fund raising that takes place on District property, involves District
students or staff, or involves the use of any District resources (including our Garretson School District
mascots and images) must be approved by the superintendent.

We appreciate the work that a variety of groups do to support our students and programs in the
schoolhouse. If you have questions about this policy, how it is applied or how it �ts with your group,
please feel free to stop by the school, or email questions to Guy.Johnson@k12.sd.us.

Fuel the Dragon
On the �rst Wednesday of the month, Palisade Oil donates 10¢ per
gallon of fuel bought from all of their pumps.
November's donation of $282.98 was given to Garretson HS Student
Council.
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have enjoyed raising Marcus (2011) and Mariah (2014) GHS graduates. Shar is employed at Great
Western Bank as a software developer. Prior to that she worked at EROS Data Center for 21 years.
Marcus graduated from Southeast Tech in 2016 and is employed as a Land Surveyor at Stockwell
Engineering. He and his wife Amanda (kindergarten teacher at Tri-Valley) live in Garrretson. Mariah is
�nishing up her Master's Degree in School Counseling from SDSU. I have been blessed with a great
family and a great job.

MS/HS Hallway Happenings from Mr. Chris
Long, Principal
It’s hard to believe we’ve already reached the month of December, but
here we are! There is just over 3 weeks remaining in the second quarter
which comes to an end on January 10th. We’ve been busy here at GHS
and GMS of late. There are a lot of great things going on in the
classrooms and in all the extra-curricular activities. Knowing that, we
decided to do something different this year and took some time to
recognize these students for those efforts in and out of the classroom.
We’ll have three more of these recognition assemblies as the year
progresses.

We replaced our Student of the Month Awards with the BLAZE Award, which stands for “Building
Leadership with Attitude and a Zest for Education”. Our staff nominated many of our students for
this recognition and the following were selected.

HS BLAZE ~ Preston Bohl, Dominic Abraham, Oliviyah Thornton, Erin Steen, Grace Panning
MS BLAZE ~ Brooklyn Trudeau, Nathanael Roberts, Isabella Sysa, Adisynn Fink

The Daughter’s of the American Revolution Good Citizens Award and Scholarship Contest, created
in 1934, is intended to encourage and reward the qualities of good citizenship. This award recognizes
and rewards individuals who possess the qualities of dependability, service, leadership, and patriotism
in their homes, schools, and communities. These students are selected by their teachers and peers
because they demonstrate these qualities to an outstanding degree. It was great to be able to
recognize Jayden Clark as our local recipient for this award.

Three of our seniors were recognized as the “Character on Track”. Aftyn Heitkamp, Rachel Kindt, and
Jayden Clark will be presenting to our elementary on the 5 traits of character (Trustworthiness,
Respect, Accountability, Citizenship and Kindness). Congrats to those seniors on the recognition.

The following students were recognized by their coaches/advisors with ACE Awards for exhibiting the
values of Attitude, Character and Effort in their respective sports or activities.
Football ~ Dom Abraham, Jayse Miller
Softball ~ Abby Schroeder, Oliviyah Thornton
Volleyball ~ Isabella Peters, Aliyah Leedy
Soccer ~ Jenna Van Holland, Malia Johnson
Marching Band ~ Kennedy Buckneberg, Kara Knebel Koster, Jenna Van Holland, Lucas Draper, Payton
Campbell
XC Boys ~ Preston Bohl, Evan DeBates
XC Girls ~ Tayler Benson
Cheerleader ~ Aliah Lymon, Isabella Peters
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GHS was also well-represented at the South Dakota All State Chorus and Orchestra Concert in Sioux
Falls on Nov. 1 and 2. Aftyn Heitkamp, Aliah Lymon, Gabe Johnson, Luke Knebel Koster, Mason Tillma,
Seth Petersen, Madden Lardy, Morgan Moritz, Mattea Fiegen and Drew Pederson all had the
opportunity to sing with other students from all over the state of South Dakota culminating in a
concert on Nov. 2. It’s worth mentioning that Aliah Lymon was one of the members recognized as
being a 4-year participant in All-State Choir. Quite an accomplishment. Congrats all for earning the
opportunity to participate.

A couple of other new awards were handed out at the assembly as well. Our new “Super Fan Award”
to recognize a student who shows enthusiasm and school spirit went to Molly Hulscher and our
Dragon FIRE (For Inspiration and Recognition of Excellence), an award given to a teacher who was
nominated by students went to Mr. Jacob Heumiller.

We also took the time to recognize several teams and groups for their success in the fall and for their
positive impact they make. A few highlights of that recognition were:
Club Softball ~ 3rd place at the state tournament, the best �nish for a team from Garretson
Soccer ~ One of the best seasons to date and players Raegen Altman (All State) and Kaycie King
(Honorable Mention All State) being recognized individually
Football ~ Quali�ed for the state playoffs
XC (boys and girls) ~ Girls team 2nd at the region meet and 5th at the state meet. Preston Bohl
qualifying for the state cross country meet
Marching Band ~ Had a very successful fall season, placing in all of their competitions

Congrats to all these groups and individuals, thanks for all the efforts to make our school a great place
to be!

Meet Mrs. Kari Stoltenberg, MS Language
Arts Teacher, Golf Coach
Being a part of the Garretson School System has been my life for the
last 38 years. Currently I teach Middle School Language Arts, but
that’s just been for the last 18 years. Prior to that I taught 3rd grade
for 16 years and 5th-6th grade math for 4 before moving to MS
when the concept was �rst introduced to Garretson.
I come from a family of educators as my dad was a
teacher/principal and my mom an elementary/Title I instructor, so it
seemed obvious for me to follow in their footsteps.
After high school I attended South Dakota State University
beginning my educational training in physical education and
coaching. After 3 years I decided I wanted to pursue my
elementary/MS education degree as well, so I also have credits from
USD and USF. After graduating in 1982, I started my �rst job, and
what turned out to be my career, at Garretson.
As well as teaching 3rd grade, I coached HS basketball my �rst few
years after a JV coach left. Then in 1987, along came Shelli, my
daughter, and I decided to give that sport a rest to devote more time
to her. I also have a son, Shea, who was born in 1990, the same time
River Ridge Golf Course was opening. That would prove to be a busy
time as I was passionate about golf and was approached about
starting a golf team. A few years later, the Blue Dragon Golf Team
was formed, and I have been coaching golf ever since.
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Middle School Social Studies by Mr. Tony
Johnson, 6-8 Social Studies Teacher
Although your child’s schedule says “Social Studies”, each year is
different as far as which speci�c subjects they will study. The order goes:
sixth grade World History, seventh grade World Geography, and eighth
grade early U.S. History through the Civil War. Although the material of
these courses is different, there are some key concepts and goals that
we take with us through all three years.

One of the things I try to convey to students is that a person can never
really be “done” with their knowledge of Social Studies, and I try to share my enthusiasm for my own
learning, as well as theirs. There are always new topics to study, new perspectives and sources to
discover. I love those moments when a student discovers and shares something that really alters what
we thought we knew about a particular subject, or presents a different perspective than we’re used to
hearing. I try to emphasize repeatedly that nobody really truly knows what happened in the past...all
we have are sources to tell the story. It’s important for us to look critically at those sources.

The �rst page of a Google search may be helpful to �nd a year, place, or name, but more complex
questions require much more. Throughout the year we will make use of projects, research, and
debates in order to more fully understand the past and present world around us. At times we will
consider points of view that may be different from our own. This is one more thing I try to convey
often: You don’t have to agree with somebody’s point of view, but it is important to listen and try your
best to understand what that point of view is

When Shea reached third grade I had an opportunity to change
teaching positions once again, and move to 5th-6th grade math. I’ve
always felt like I kind of deserted him, but he did just �ne. As my
kiddos grew and began to participate in athletics, I took the JH GBB
coaching position as well as coaching the boys during their 5th &
6th grade years. Then when the Garretson School introduced the
Middle School concept, I had another opportunity for change, and I
became the MS Language Arts teacher. (I must say, MS is my
favorite-my JH principal dad told me it would be!)
Both of my children graduated as Blue Dragons, and it was a
highlight getting to see them thrive here and being able to coach
some of their athletics. I continue to coach the golf team and keep
involved with other sports, especially basketball, keeping the score
book for both the boys’ & girls’ teams for many years. My husband,
Curt, an agronomist with Frontline Crop Solutions, also gets involved
running the shot clock for basketball and helping out at other events
when he can.
As I close in on the twilight of my years at Garretson School, I feel
grateful for all of the students, staff, and experiences that have
touched my life.
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Coloring is an Art by Mrs. Lynsay Granberg,
K-12 Art Teacher
Why is Coloring Important?

Did you know coloring has many more bene�ts than you actually
think? Coloring may lower stress, aid relaxation, boost creativity,
even help improve sleep and attention spans. But there is an
epidemic spreading, the decline of craftsmanship in students is on
the rise. Students are starting to rush though work and not put as
much time and effort into their art as in the past because “it takes
too long” or “This is too hard for me” or even “My hands hurt, I can’t
draw this long”.

We have to get back to the basics to help our children’s �ne motor
skills grow. I know putting a marker or scissors in a toddler or
preschoolers hands can be a bit scary but the more they use them
the better they will get! More and more students are coming into
schools not being able to use scissors properly or have the dexterity
or muscle strength in their wrists to hold a pencil correctly to write.

Does your child, elementary-high school age scribble, leave areas of
white, or color outside of the lines when they color? Does your child
“color” on the Ipad but not with real tools like crayons or markers? If
you answered yes to any of these your child may be lacking in �ne
motor skills.

But don’t fret, let’s work together and help your children with �ne
motor skills, and help sharpen their creative side! Just a little
coloring can go a long way. Have your children put down those
iPads for a bit, print some fun coloring pages online (free), have
them use their favorite type of coloring media (markers, colored
pencils, crayons) and let them just color and draw! Give them some
scissors when they get done and have them cut out what they
colored! If you can’t get them to put down their iPads try out Art for
Kids Hub on YouTube. He gives great step by step tutorials on how
to draw different things. Lots of fun and you can color, and cut them
out when complete as well. Print off some coloring pages for
yourself as well and sit down for a bit with them, and remember how
much fun coloring was when you were a kid.
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The Elementary Energy Bus by Mrs. Teresa
Hulscher, Elem. Principal, Special Ed Director
There are lots of good things happening at Garretson Elementary
School!

Our awesome attendance at conferences not only resulted in some
valuable conversations about the learning going on in the building, but a record-setting Book Fair too!
Each year, a goal is set for book sales and if reached, the library receives 50% of the sales. We’re
con�dent that meeting our goal was the re�ection of some pretty outstanding report cards! Thank
you, Ms. Radford, for organizing the Book Fair, and all those who helped out with it.

Our Elementary students performed a very timely, “We Are Thankful” concert on Thursday, November
14th. The crowd was reminded of all the things they should be thankful for, including their freedom
and the people who provide it, and added humor to the program with dancing and pumpkin pie!
Congratulations go out to �fth grader, Ella Frerk and sixth grader, Lucie Frewaldt, for their selection to
and performance at the South Dakota Elementary Honor Choir Concert on November 2nd. They were
two of 180 students, selected to be a part of a wonderful concert in its 22nd year. The students
auditioned last April and found out in May that they were selected. Both girls spent time with Mrs.
Brown this Fall preparing for the concert.

The entire Garretson School student body recognized Veterans with an assembly on Monday,
November 11th. Staff invited veterans to come have lunch with students throughout the week of
November 11th and over thirty honorees came to share their stories and experiences over a good
meal. Our hope is that those who attended enjoyed their lunch as much as our students did!

Meet Miss Carley Kueter, 5th Grade Teacher,
Asst. Soccer Coach
My name is Carley Kueter and this is my �rst year of teaching and �rst
year teaching at Garretson. I am currently teaching 5th grade and
helped with the soccer program this fall as the Assistant Soccer Coach.
I graduated from Northern State University with a degree in Elementary
Education. I am originally from Brandon, South Dakota and attended
Brandon Valley High School. I come from a family of �ve. I have 2
younger sisters who are twins and are juniors at Northern State
University.
When I am not at school, I enjoy spending time with family and friends.
My favorite holiday is Christmas so my hobbies right now consist of
holiday baking and watching Christmas Hallmark movies. I enjoy watching sports, anything outdoors,
and traveling.

Setting Your Sight on Words by Mrs. Alyxa Hoefert-Veldhuizen,
Kindergarten Teacher
Importance of Sight Words -
“Supplementing early literacy- skill instruction with sight - word reading instruction designed to teach
students to read commonly used words may enhance students con�dence in their reading abilities,
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improve their daily living skills, and reduce frustration associated with
learning to read and / or reading instruction.” - Colleen Hayes
So how can you help your student at home?
You don’t have to do a lot, to make a large impact. Just 10 minutes a day
can help your student build their knowledge of words and boost their
con�dence as a reader.
Simple things like:

Play “ Go Fish” with the sight words on index cards ( write each
word on two cards).
Word Searchers / Sight Word Scavenger Hunt: �nd sight words on food boxes or other print
material (magazines, grocery shopping, street signs, etc.)
Have your child use letter magnets to spell the word.
A multitude of iPad/ Android games are available for sight word learning.
Memory game: make duplicates of sight word cards and play the memory game.
Write sight words with glitter glue, once dry can trace with �nger
Jump, hop, clap, or tap out the letter of the sight word (t-h-e)

Above all else, read to your child and have your child read to you EVERY NIGHT!

Tech Tips with Mr. Matt Schrank, PK-12 Tech
Coordinator
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From the Desk of the Activities Director, Kevin
Steckler
As we transition from the Fall Sports Season to our Winter Sports
Season I want to revisit the topic of Sportsmanship…

While some might think that the practice of good sportsmanship is limited to the athletes and coaches
on the �eld, the fact is that fans play a critical role in sportsmanship. Stop and think about the
following sportsmanship tips, because sportsmanship from the stands starts well before the game
even begins and goes beyond the game itself.

Before the game, remind your child – and yourself that practicing good sportsmanship is something
important, something in which you and your child can take pride, regardless of the outcome of the
contest.

During the game, work hard not to be “that dad” or “that mom” who loses their cool. While you think
the spotlight is on the �eld, it’s actually on you in the stands in the eyes of your children. They see and
hear all, and during the game is your moment to demonstrate that you walk-the-walk and practice the
very same sportsmanship that you ask your kids to show.

After the game, resist the urge to “break down” what you saw. Talk about what was fun about the
game, and what did you learn from the game?

Check Out Garretson Tech

December Calendar Link
http://www.garretson.k12.sd.us/o/garretson/browse/13300
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Purchasing a ticket to a high school athletic event does not give you the right to be rude, disrespectful
or verbally abusive. Cheer loud and be proud of your child, and the Garretson Blue Dragons, but be
responsible and respectful.

Breakfast/Lunch Menus Link
Breakfast/Lunch Menus

Carroll Institute has 7 ways to reduce the stress

Keeping Holiday Stress in Check

Facebook @GHSBlueDragons

Garretson Administration and School Board

Administration
Mr. Guy Johnson, Superintendent, 605-594-3451, ext. 300
Mr. Chris Long, MS/HS Principal, 605-594-3451, ext. 302
Mrs. Teresa Hulscher, Elem. Principal, 605-594-3451, ext. 303
Mr. Jacob Schweitzer, Business Manager, 605-594-3451, ext. 301
Mr. Matt Schrank, Technology Administrator, 605-594-3451, ext. 174
School Board Members
Mr. Shannon Nordstrom, President
Mrs. Kari Flanagan, Vice President
Mrs. Rachel Hanisch
Mr. Tony Martens
Mrs. Ruth Sarar

505 2nd Street, Garretson, SD 5… �rstname.lastname@k12.sd.us

605-594-3451 garretson.k12.sd.us

If you know of anyone not receiving the monthly newsletter and would like to, have them drop me an
email... norinda.sandbulte@k12.sd.us
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