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FROM THE DESK OF SUPERINTENDENT DAVIS

It’s that time of the year to start thinking about winter and the possibility of having to close school due 
to threatening weather, or bad road conditions. The decision to have school, or not to have school due 
to threatening weather, or road conditions is a decision that we take very seriously. The simplest decision 
would be to call off school anytime there is threatening weather, or when the roads are snow packed, or ice 
covered.  Unfortunately, living in Nebraska, those days could add up quickly.  The fact is that at some point 
during the school year, it is very likely that buses, students, parents, and teachers will have to drive on roads 
that will require the driver to be cautious, and reduce speed to accommodate the winter conditions. During 
inclement weather, families who live outside of Alma and believe the road conditions are unsafe for their 
children to travel to school, should keep their children at home. The school policy states, “parents may de-
cide to keep their children at home in inclement weather because of personal circumstances.”  If this were to 
happen please call the school and/or bus driver to let us know of your decision. 

School Closing Information
In case of bad weather the school will make an announcement through the School Message System.  You 
can also call the schools announcement line at 928-2401, or listen the radio for an announcement that 
school has been cancelled:  KRVN – 880 AM or 93.1 FM, KQKY – 105.9 FM, KUVR – 1380 AM or by watching 
KHGI – Channel 13, KGIN – Channel 10-11, or KHAS – Channel 5.  The information will also be posted on the 
school’s Facebook and Twitter pages as well as being displayed on the school electronic sign.  If a late open-
ing is announced, please continue to monitor the phone and/or media as conditions may worsen warranting 
a closing of school.  If the school is in session and closed early, we will make this announcement through the 
School Message System and the above media outlets as well as the school’s social network pages.
If you have any specific questions that you would like answered in regards to the school please contact me 
at the school.  You can call me at 308-928-2131 or send your question by email to jon.davis@almacardinals.
org.

Important Dates

10 AM start -Teacher inservice
Wednesday November 13th

No school - Thanksgiving break
Wednesday November 27th
Thursday November 28th

Friday November 29th
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AHS First Quarter Honor Roll
*Denotes High Honor Roll       
       
       
7th Grade    8th Grade    9th Grade 
Ethan Bach         Q1   Melaini Bantam               Q1  Linden Biskup                Q1*
Matthew Mintzmyer Q1   Jackson Benson               Q1  Carter Brandyberry  Q1*
Abbigail Park         Q1*  Alden Bewley               Q1  Lili Brown                Q1*
Drew Schofield         Q1*  Karsten Bradley               Q1*  Ryan Brugh               Q1
Jaxon Tischner         Q1   Mikaela Christensen Q1  Weston Christensen Q1
Zalie White         Q1   Anton Cook               Q1  Daniel Cook                 Q1*
Miley Whitney         Q1*  Elizabeth Dubbs Q1*  Sage Dieter               Q1
     Gavin Dunse               Q1  Peyton Herrick               Q1
     Avery Hadley               Q1*  Natasha Hock                 Q1*
     Kallie Hammond Q1  Ryan Kermmoade Q1
     Jersey Lewis               Q1  Garrett Molzahn Q1
     Alek Molzahn               Q1  Addison Neal   Q1*
     Jakin Neal               Q1*  Kathryn Prickett Q1*
     Drew Neubauer               Q1  Delaney Seyler  Q1*
     Brett Pfeil               Q1*  Torrance Tischner Q1*
     Addison Pool               Q1*  Jack Waldo  Q1
     Saryn Prickett               Q1   
     Dominick Schmidt Q1   
     Riley Scott               Q1*   
     Addison Siebels               Q1*   
     Elana Smolik               Q1   
     Griffin Stemper               Q1*   
     Madison Zade                Q1*   
       
       
       
10th Grade    11th Grade    12th Grade 
Kaylee Baker  Q1*  Tessa Bach  Q1  William Anderson Q1
Sadie Dietz  Q1  Karri Christensen Q1*  Ethan Baker  Q1
James Dubbs  Q1*  Austin Christian Q1*  Burke Boehler  Q1
Abigail Fox  Q1*  Colton Dahlgren Q1*  Abigail Cervera  Q1*
Adam Gesick  Q1  Maddie Ehrke  Q1*  Kennedy Chesney Q1*
Nakayla Hock  Q1*  Michelle Lujan  Q1  Kristaps Drunka Q1*
Gage Kelly  Q1  Tyler McConnell Q1  Margaret “PJ” Dubbs Q1
Madison Korman Q1*  Andrew Russell  Q1  Daylan Russell  Q1*
Caleb Malone  Q1  Nathan Schluntz Q1  Madison Schuller Q1
Grant McQuay  Q1*  Ehren Smolik  Q1*  Magdalena Zajickova Q1
Jessica Pfeil  Q1*  Teagan White  Q1   
Kendall Stemper Q1*  Haylee Wing   Q1*   
Jason Stenka  Q1*      
Carlee Stuhmer  Q1*      
Gage Thulin  Q1      
Alexis Wolfe  Q1      
Madison Wolfe   Q1      
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Spanish news from Mrs. Helms
En la Clase de Español

Spanish I students have really embraced their first year of foreign language classes.  These students are remarkable in their 
recognition of singular and plural nouns and adjectives.  They have just completed “ma familia” photo albums, which they 
were able to share with the rest of their class using only Spanish.
     
Spanish II students have just learned the fine art of bargaining.  This is a skill they will find useful, not only if they some-
day visit an outdoor market in Oaxaca, Mexico, but also at flea markets, in plea agreements, and when purchasing a vehi-
cle.  Being able to negotiate, or bargain can be a particularly useful art—don’t be surprised if they try to renegotiate their 
allowances.

7th Grade Spanish students can greet each other and carry on short conversations.  If you know some basic Spanish, feel 
free to converse with them!

PARIS, ROME, MADRID
It’s Not Too Late!!!  Anyone interested can still sign up to travel to the breathtaking countries of France, Italy, and Spain.  
Mrs. Helms is sponsoring a group through EF Tours at the end of May 2020.  This is an amazing opportunity and the 
adventure of a lifetime!  Come ready to learn, grow, and expand your minds and horizons!  Contact Mrs. Helms with any 
questions at shennon.helms@almacardinals.org.

Title 1 with Mrs. Ehrke
In the Title 1 classroom, I use a variety of methods to boost students’ reading skills.  

This includes the daily study of phonics, word decoding, and word usage.  New vocabulary 
is introduced weekly, with lots of discussion and practice, building the words into their per-
sonal lexicon.
 We practice expressive reading, to increase fluency and gain understanding of the 
text.  Discussion of the text helps us to bring out the full meaning of what we read and also 
increases our verbal skills. 
 Each day, students practice letter names and sounds, phonemic segmentation, non-
sense words, blends, and vowel & consonant combinations. Word games are also used be-
cause they let children have fun as they work on their skills! 
 There are many ways to continue building these skills at home.  Lower elementary 
students check out books to take home, which they read with their parents.  
 One of the best ways to help your child at home is to set aside a regular time each day 
to read to your child.  Studies show that regular reading out loud to your children will pro-
duce significant gains in all areas of comprehension, vocabulary and the decoding of words.  
It doesn’t matter what age they are, either!  Children will love this time together with you, 
when everything slows down and you focus just on them.   Having them read out loud to 
you as well, will give them confidence as you correct, praise and encourage their efforts!
 Together, we can increase each child’s love for reading, which will benefit them in all 
areas of life, for the rest of their lives!  

     Mrs. Ehrke 
Title 1 Reading Teacher
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Mr. Schoneman’s History Notes

High School PE Ping Pong Champions
1st Period

Singes, Daylan Russell
Doubles, Daylan Russell & Haley Tilson

5th Period
Singles, Ryan Kermmoade

Singles, Weston Christensen
Doubles, Peyton Herrick & Delaney Seyler

6th Period
Singles, Katy Prickett

Doubles, Jack Waldo & Tessa Johnson
7th Period

Singles, Isaac McCurdy
Doubles, Abby Cervera & Nigel Hadley

Cardinal Chirp November 2019

To say that time flies would be an understatement, this year has 

been a whirlwind of energy and creativity from my students in all of my 

subjects so far. In 7th grade students have just finished up a project over 

the timeline that led up to the American Revolution and the shake-up of 

the British Empire. It has been great to see how students take the infor-

mation needed and put a spin on the project to make it their own!

 In American History which students have been diving into the con-

struction of our first governments and are amazed with how our first true 

form of government was such a failure that we had to rewrite the plan 

altogether.

 World History is beginning to look into the fascinating topics of the 

Native Americans in Mesoamerica, South America, and North America. 

Students will be studying how some of the first Americans thrived in this 

new land, and how some of these natives vanished without a trace. 

 I am very pleased with how this year has started and can’t wait to 

see how my students grow and understand the history that has changed 

the world we see today, and how we can affect our tomorrows!
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Miss Nelson’s 2nd Grade News
    

    This school year has been very exciting so far. I have 15 amazing students in my 
classroom and we’ve enjoyed getting to know each other. They have learned and 
grown so much in such a short time. As a school we have been talking a lot of kind-
ness and what it means to show that. So we did a writing activity to help them with 
kindness. We have also done other writing activities and wrote about our favorite 
things about fall and decorated our room for the Halloween party we had. The stu-
dents loved getting together for the party and showing off their Halloween cos-
tumes. Thank you to all the parents that helped and provided us with snacks, drinks, 
and making the party fun!  My second grade class is “buddies” with Mrs. Wolfe’s 
5th grade class again. We meet once every other week and do various activities to-
gether to bond and learn. With Thanksgiving coming up, I wanted the students to 
tell us what they are thankful for. Here is what Miss Nelson’s second grade class is 
thankful for: Lydia Bardell: I’m thankful for my teacher and friends because they 
are nice and smart. Joseph Crawford: I’m thankful for the food the school gives us 
because it is good. Noah Dake: I’m thankful that I can go to school. Hunter Dietz: 
I’m thankful for my family because they are nice to me. Kenley Haussermann: I’m 
thankful for being born and having food. Avery Lukas: I’m thankful for my fami-
ly, teachers, and food. Beckham Lukas: I’m thankful for my mom and dad because 
I love them. Breely McCarley: I’m thankful that we have food and water. Reyce 
Melton: I’m thankful that my cousin is in my class. Bailee Reyes: I’m thankful for 
having Miss Nelson because she is nice. Gabby Rupp: I’m thankful for my family 
because they do what they can for me. Jaxton Stottler: I’m thankful for having a 
great family and class. Easton Sutton: I’m thankful for everything like food, sisters, 
mom, dad, toys, grandparents, and celebrations. Juno Tischner: I’m thankful for my 
family because they love me and keep me healthy. Cole Zikmund: I’m thankful for 
freedom.
Miss Nelson 


