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FROM THE DESK OF SUPERINTENDENT DAVIS

The end of the First Semester is a couple of weeks away and will end on December 19th and 20th with 
semester tests for 7-12 students who don’t qualify for the High School Bonus Days.  School will be dis-
missed at 2:00 on both those days and Friday, December 20th will mark the end of the First Semester.  
School will resume on Tuesday, January 7th.    

During Christmas break, the Nebraska School Activities Association has a “Five Day Practice/Competition 
Moratorium” for all high school activities.  This moratorium runs from Sunday, December 22 through 
Thursday, December 26.  During this time, student athletes are not allowed to use the school for any 
reason.  Alma Public Schools follows this moratorium for all students.  During this time the school will 
be closed to practices, competition, and weight lifting by all elementary and secondary student and/or 
groups.

Merry Christmas to everyone and I hope that everyone has a safe and enjoyable holiday break!

School Closing
As a reminder, during winter weather, if the school is in session or has a late start, parents may decide to 
keep their children at home because of personal circumstances and/or concerns about road conditions.  
If this were to happen please call the school and/or bus driver to let us know of your decision.  

If the school is closed or has a late start, an announcement will be made through the school message sys-
tem.  You can also listen to the radio for an announcement on: KRVN – 880 AM or 93.1 FM, KQKY – 105.9 
FM, KICX, KUVR – 1380 AM.  Television announcements will be made on KHGI, Channel 13, KGIN, 
Channel 10-11, or KHAS, Channel 5.  The information will also be posted on the school’s Facebook and 
Twitter pages as well as being displayed on the school electronic sign.  

If a late opening is announced, please continue to monitor the phone and/or media, as conditions may 
worsen warranting a closing of school.  If the school is in session and close early, we will make an an-
nouncement through the school message system and the above media outlets as well as the school’s 
social network pages.

If you have any specific questions that you would like answered in regards to the school, please contact 
me at the school.  You can call me at 308-928-2131 or send your question by email to jon.davis@almacar-
dinals.org.



The Cardinal’s Chirp       2

Important Dates
2 PM dismissals - Secondary semester tests

Thursday, December 19th
Friday, December 20th

No school -Christmas break
Monday, December 23rd- Monday, January 6th

5 Day practice/competition moratorium
Sunday, December 22nd-Thursday, December 26th

Notes from Mrs. Lukas
Money, money, money!!

Money has so much to do with our lives. We need to take the time to help our children 
understand the concept of money that will help them as they become more independent. 
Here’s some tips from businessman and radio show host, Dave Ramsey, suggesting some 
ideas to help children with the concept of money. 

By using a clear jar to save gives kids a visual. They can see the money growing. Also, 
when purchasing items, point out the cost of items to help them understand the value of 
items and how much money it takes to purchase them. 

As your kids get older they should be able to weigh decisions and understand the possi-
ble outcomes. Talk to them about the pros and cons of purchasing an item or to continue 
saving.

Giving kids a small amount of money for doing extra things around the house will help 
them learn the value of having their own money and they will begin to learn to save or 
spend it. 

Encouraging your child to wait a day before making a purchase will help with impulse 
buying. Impulse buying can take a person in to debt very quickly. Help them think 
through their decisions by allowing some wait time to purchase.  

Once your children start making a little money, teach them the importance of giving. 
They can pick a charity or even help someone they know who needs a little help. They 
will see that giving doesn’t just affect the people they give to, but the giver as well.
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History with Mr. Mahalek

Creative Writing Poetry Corner

The 8th grade class is learning about the cattle boom and the long cattle 
drives from Texas to rail lines in Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska and Wy-
oming.  They enjoy learning about the cattle drives and the cow towns 
in the West.  We will be talking about farming in the west and studying 
the Homestead Act of 1862 in the coming future.  I have enjoyed this 8th 
grade class because they are engaged and they have good questions that 
are on point with the subject matter.  

Mr. Mahalek

Diamante Poem
By William Anderson

Rain 
Calm, soothing

Giver of life, Puddles, Happy Children
Fun days inside, Bark boats, Grieving, Widows dressed in black

Destructive forces, Flooding, Hail, 
Gloomy, Muddy

Drought

The Leaf
By Haylee Wing

The leaf dances in the wind,
To jazz, to ballroom, to tap.

Twisting and twirling with to each beat,
Dashing through each tree.

The leaf dances in the wind,
With swift smooth little movements,

The wind dies down,
The rhythmic beat slows,

The leaf once danced in the wind.
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The Arts Council brings State Poet Matt Mason to Alma High School
By Mrs. Stottler, William Anderson and Haylee Wing 

    On November 12th, State Poet, Matt Mason visited Alma High School 5th 
through 12th grade students. Mason was named Nebraska’s state poet earlier this 
year. He is a poetry activist, Executive Director of the Nebraska Writers Collective, 
festival coordinator for the Louder Than a Bomb: Great Plains Youth Poetry Fes-
tival, and has run poetry programming for the U.S. State Department. He has been 
both author and editor for multiple books of poetry, and won a Pushcart Prize for his 
poem “Notes For My Daughters Against Chasing Storms.” He lives in Omaha with 
his wife, the poet Sarah McKinstry-Brown, and their daughters Sophia and Lucia.
Matt has been writing poetry since his high school years. In the Assembly held, Mr. 
Mason shared with students many of his own poems and his creative thoughts for 
each one. Mr. Mason shared his love for poetry and his reasoning for continuing to 
write all these years later. Matt also answered questions that were asked and gave 
everyone a real taste of poetry. 
     The next day Mr. Mason held a workshop in the library for the Freshman, Ju-
niors, and Seniors. He read some more of his work highlighting some of the zany 
and far-out work that he has created. He then encouraged the group to try, and cre-
ate their own poetry. He helped by brainstorming some ideas for the students to 
write about like their favorite foods, smells of an environment, and the names of 
friends or family that  they do not see anymore or that have passed on. Afterwards, 
Mr. Mason answered the students questions about poetry and other questions about 
what he has accomplished in the field. As he left he invited the students to a perfor-
mance he was holding at the Tassel that very same week in Holdrege. 
This event was an excellent segway to a unit on poetry with the freshman class. 
They will continue to study poets, selected poems, and even explore their own cre-
ativity as they create their own poetry portfolio. 
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What’s Happening in Mrs. Lowe’s 3rd Grade 

 What a busy year we have had, so far! With all that we have to learn, it doesn’t look like it will slow down any-
time soon. This year’s class has been awesome and super excited to just jump right in and get to work. Together, we have 
been building upon the learning from second grade and expanding our knowledge. What a fun time to be learning!

 In our math class we have been busy working on our addition, subtraction, and are now into multiplication. Along 
with this, we have been working really hard on fractions and learning about zero fractions, proper fractions, whole frac-
tions, and improper fractions. We have been learning to convert fractions and reduce fractions, as well.

 In reading we have been practicing reading, reading, and more reading. Of course, we have a lot of comprehen-
sion skills that we are learning and practicing. Our favorite thing is when we take those comprehension skills and apply 
them the to books that we have been reading as a class. So far this year, we have read The One and Only Ivan and Won-
der, and currently we are reading Number the Stars. Sharing these books together as a class is a favorite thing to do and 
students are always excited to see the next book we will share together.

 In science we have studied force and motion and we are currently studying weather and climate. We have worked 
on the different types of clouds and how storms form. We have been looking at meteorologists and what type of work they 
do and how important that is for us here in Nebraska.

 In social studies we have learned about local, state, and national government. We studied why we have laws and 
who governs those laws. We also spent some time talking about saving and spending money along with needs and wants.

 These are just a few of the things that we learn and work on in third grade. Our days are very busy and we also 
make sure that we have a little fun while we are working on all of it. We are looking forward to seeing if we meet our 
goals set in our winter testing and taking a look at all the growth we are making.

 We hope this finds you all healthy and happy and we hope you enjoy the holiday season!

 


