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NORTH LYON COUNTY PATRON NEWSLETTER  

 Superintendent’s Corner  

   Mike Mathes 

 

   First of all, congratulations to each and every one of you who voted in the recent election.  I am so proud of the voter 
turnout in the district. Also, congratulations to newly elected board member Gary Heine, and a big thank you to Wen-
dy Linsey for her tireless service on the board the past two years. 

 

    Late in November, the board met to set goals and make plans for the next 3 to 5 years. This will give the new super-
intendent a plan to follow and keep the transition smooth. 

 

    Speaking of a new superintendent, the following is the timeline and process for selecting one.  The board has hired 
KASB to lead the search and the position was posted statewide and regionally on November 18th.   In mid December, 
a KASB consultant will meet with the board to gather their input regarding desired characteristics they want in a su-
perintendent. The board has solicited input from a focus group of citizens, teachers and administrators to help them 
with desired characteristics. 

 

    All applications are due to KASB on January 16th and will then be screened by a three person team of educational 
experts.  On January 20th KASB will present 3 to 5 names of desirable candidates to the board for their review. These 
names will not be made public at this time for the protection of the candidates. The board will then schedule inter-
views in executive session during the week of January 22nd.  We will hopefully have a new superintendent selected 
for next year by February 1st. 

 

   As always, thank you for your support of USD 251. 
 

 

 

Would you like to send your child to preschool, but find it difficult to afford the cost?  Call us to 

find out more information about the Preschool Tuition Assistance Program! 

USD 251 Preschool Tuition Assistance is made possible with the Mobilizing Literacy Grant.  If your child (age 3-

5) is attending, or you would like for your child to attend preschool, please contact the USD 251 school district office 

at 620-481-2014.  We would love to discuss how we can assist you financially with preschool fees. 

 

USD 251 Parents as Teachers Program 

USD 251 Parents as Teachers Program is an early learning program for parents of young children prenatal to age 
six. Parents as Teachers (PAT) is a free, research-based program designed to provide practical, timely information to 
all families with young children including single parents, first-time parents, and expectant parents. Being a parent is a 
lot more fun and much less stressful if you know how your child grows and develops, and you know how to encourage 
your child so he/she will get a great start in life. 

Parents as Teachers helps parents understand child development and connect them to the resources they need to 

make the best choices for their families. PAT offers personal visits customized for the needs of your family. Together 

on each visit we'll look at your child's development and talk about the parenting challenges you face right now, think 

about family dynamics impacting your child's development, and build strong protective factors to keep you, your child 

and your family healthy, strong and resilient. 

For more information about PAT, got to http://bit.ly/2lYo9LW, or call 1-800-554-3412. 

 



 

Principal’s Perspective 
Quarter 2 is off and running, basketball season is several games in, and Christmas will be here before 
we know it!  As I mentioned in my last several newsletters, I want to focus my thoughts here on the 
Redesign that has officially launched at NLC Elementary.  In the last two newsletters, I talked about 
Student Success Skills, then Community Partnerships. Next up is Real World Applications!     

 

NLC Redesign: Principle #3 - Real World Applications 

PBL, Project Based Learning, is one strategy NLC Elementary is implementing to meet this principle. 
There is a major difference between a student “Project” and students engaged in “Project Based Learn-

ing.”  Many of our teachers have participated in professional PBL training and some of those teachers have been leading the re-
maining staff in developing PBLs. NLC Elementary’s goal is to have each student experience one PBL per quarter.  Many of our 
teachers are collaborating across content areas and with mixed grade levels in designing these PBLs. As an example - our 3rd 
graders worked with one of our Kindergarten classes in a PBL with a driving question of “What does it take to plan a par-
ty?”  Every PBL has a single “Driving” or “Essential” question. Students, 
in the above mentioned Party PBL, ended up asking themselves a lot of 
questions, they felt they needed to research themed parties, they figured 
out they needed to write invitations, get RSVPs, plan for food and activi-
ties, and much more. Something so simple as what does it take to plan a 
party required the students to self-discover what it was they needed to 
learn so they were “intrinsically” motivated, and they were excited to learn 
vs the traditional way where the teacher says, “Here is what you are going 
to learn today”.  Rubrics and guidance from the teacher (or teachers) en-
sure students cover various standards beyond just what the essential driv-
ing question asks.  
 I hope you and your families enjoy the holidays! 
 Corey Wiltz - NLC Principal  
 

A note from Mrs. Merring: 
 The music department has been very busy!  The High School Band, Choir, and NLC Choir performed at the Veteran’s Day 

Program and did a fantastic job.  

 Congratulations to Courtney Elbert! She auditioned and made the 2019-2020 District Honor Band. She will perform with the 

band on Saturday December 07 at Manhattan High School.  

 The Northern Heights High School Wildcat Marching Band finished up their marching season. They received two Excellent 

ratings at the K-State and Emporia State Marching Festivals.  They also received third place in their class at the Odessa March-

ing Festival! The marching band is currently fundraising for their trip to Six Flags in Arlington, Texas. They will be at the 

Americus Festival working Bingo, singing and playing carols, and will perform at the parade. The band is currently selling raffle 
tickets for kids bikes. 12” and 18” bikes. Tickets are $2 a piece or you can get 6 tickets for $10. Please see a band kid or you can 

contact Mrs. Merring for tickets.  

 Also, concerts are coming up quickly. NLC Junior High and Northern Heights perform Wednesday, December 11 at North-

ern Heights at 6:30pm.  NLC Elementary K-5th grade will perform at NLC Elementary on Monday, December 16 at 6:30pm. 

They will perform many traditional tunes along with a play entitled “The Littlest Christmas Tree.”  Please come out and support 

all these wonderful musicians! Thank you all for your support of our program!  
 

 

Winter Break Reading Ideas 

Jo Dunlap, Reading Specialist 
 

Reading during the holidays and winter break does not have to feel like work for children. We can take the time to make literacy 
relaxed and entertaining. Here are a few activities you can try.  
 

• Make reading a tradition. Read from the same book each year. 
• Give a book, a writing journal, or a sketch journal as a gift. 
• Make holiday cards with your children and have them write messages in the cards. 
• Help your children read recipes and make treats to enjoy. 
• Create a new bedtime routine that involves a story time for your child to hear a story or read a story to you. 
• Visit the local library and check out books to enjoy. 
• Travel time is a great time to practice reading books, license plates, road signs, maps, or simply listening to an 

 audio book. 
 

Most of all, make literacy a time to share with children your time, love, and attention throughout the year. 
 



CAN Award-Elly Dice 

  

 On Tuesday, September 17, 2019 our school received the Civic Advocacy Network award.  The Civic Advocacy 
Network(CAN) was established by the Kansas State Department of Education (KSDE) in order to recognize schools 
that actively involve students in civic engagement opportunities and to help collect exemplary civic engagement prac-
tices to share with schools across the state.  The ultimate goal of CAN is to promote civic engagement as part of all 
preK-12 students experiences.  
 Schools that meet the award criteria (Six Proven Practices of Effective Civic Learning) receive one of two desig-
nations - School of Excellence or School of Promising Practice.  NLC Elementary was awarded the designation of 
School of Excellence. Schools named as Schools of Excellence are a par t of CAN for  three years.  At the end of 
the three-year period, each school must reapply.  
 The following staff members and students attended the ceremony: 
Corey Wiltz - NLC Elementary Principal, Nancy Robinson - 6-8th ELA Teacher/ Civic Engagement Committee 
Member, Elly Dice - 6-8th Civic Action Training Squad (C.A.T.S.) Teacher 
Students:  Sadie Bathurst - 8th grade, Austin Woodrow - 8th grade, Emily Johnson - 7th grade, Elijah Brammell -7th 
grade, Robin Landis - 6th grade, TJ Dean - 6th grade 

 During the 2018-2019 school year, NLC Elementary empowered K-8th students to become actively engaged citi-
zens in their local communities.  The newly offered elective class for 6th -8th grade students known as the Civic Ac-
tion Training Squad allowed students to focus on community-based projects that required students to become not only 
informed citizens but ones that also spoke up and acted to make a positive impact on their community.  C.A.T.S. stu-
dent-led projects included raising awareness and funds for the Never Let Go Fund (a Lyon County foundation that 
supports families affected by childhood cancer); care packages for military troops, and a local blood drive.  “To me, 
Civic Engagement means getting to help the community I live in in different ways.  Helping with the blood drive and 
knowing I was helping to save lives was such a good feeling.” - 8th Grader, Austin Woodrow.   
 Lower elementary K-5th  teachers and students focused on the importance of community partnerships.  The kin-
dergarten classes worked on a project-based learning (PBL) that required students to develop and create their own 
community.  Students visited the local fire department, city offices, and park, as well as inviting guest speakers to 
share the importance of community resources before constructing their own communities.  “I liked that we got to visit 
the fire department and walk around town. I liked that we got to build our own town.” - Meredith Lang, Kindergar-
ten.  NLC 5th graders worked throughout the school year with various community partners and volunteered numerous 
hours of community service.  “I really enjoyed working with the church and helping stock the food pantry.  I felt like I 
was doing something to give back to our community.” - TJ Dean 

 

 

A Successful Freedom Walk in Reading 

 

November 7th was a chilly, but perfect day to celebrate the veterans of our area.  North Lyon County Elementary, grades 2-8, 
traveled to Reading for the second annual Freedom Walk.  Students were escorted by the area Color Guard and a drum cadence. 
The large banner was designed by 8th grader, Patrick Neidfeldt.  Flags and photos of veterans were carried by the walkers as 
patrons lined the street.   
 

Many thanks go out to the town of Reading and RES for providing water, granola bars, and cookies at the end of the parade 
route.  We are thankful for the veterans who have served our country and for the opportunity to honor them with the help of the 
Reading community. 
 



PRINCIPAL’S PEN 

“If Everyone is Moving Forward Together, then Success Takes Care of Itself” 

Peggy Fort 
 .  
The Senior Citizens Christmas Dinner will be December 6th at NHHS. The Meal and Program will begin at 12:00pm. Please 
let the office know if you need a meal delivered to your home. NHHS Office number is 620-481-2087. 
 

Congratulations to our Flint Hills All League Selections 

Northern Heights would like to congratulate our student-athletes who were selected to the All Flint Hills League teams. We 
are proud of their accomplishments during the season. 

Cross Country -Jerrod Campbell -  Qualified for state and placed 34th of over 100 state runners. 

 

 

NHHS WILDCAT CALENDAR  

 

December 5th  NHHS Wrestling at Lyons - 5:30 pm 

                                    NLC at NHHS BB at 4:30 

December 6th  Senior Citizen Dinner at NHHS at 12:00 

                                   NHHS basketball at West Franklin at 4:45 pm 

December 7th  Wrestling - NHHS at Flint Hills Tournament at 9:00 (Rosalia)              
December 9th  NLC at NHHS BB at 4:30 - Council Grove 

December 10th  NHHS Winter Sports Pictures 

                                    NHHS Basketball at Wabaunsee Tournament TBD 

December 11th  NHHS Winter Program 6:30 pm 

 Board of Education Meeting at 7:00 pm 

December 12th  NLC at NHHS BB 4:30 

                               Wrestling - NHHS at Chase County 

                                   NHHS Basketball at Wabaunsee Tournament TBD 

December 13th  Wrestling - NHHS at Ellis 3:00 pm 

                                    NHHS Basketball at Wabaunsee Tournament TBD 

December 17th  NHHS Basketball at Northern Heights with CH at 4:45 pm 

December 20th  NHHS early dismissal at 12:00 - Afternoon is a teacher workday 

                                    Wrestling - NHHS at Council Grove JV invitational at 3:00 pm 

                                    NHHS Basketball at NHHS against OC at 4:45 pm 

 End of the second semester 
January 3rd  District Inservice 

January 6th  Building Inservice 

January 7th  Students return to school 
 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
Peggy Fort  

 

 

 

 

Football 
1st-Team: 
Cameron Heiman - QB (Unanimous) 
Tee Preisner - Utility (Unanimous) 
Tee Preisner - LB (Unanimous) 
Adrian Bergasa-Marton - K 
(Unanimous) 
Tyler Floyd - DE 

Colton Tiffany - DB 

 

Volleyball- 1st team Khylee Massey 

 

2nd Team: 
Colton Tiffany - WR 

Cody Medlen - OL 

Isaiah Smith - LB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Honorable Mention: 
Tyler Floyd - RB 

Weston Orender - WR 

Skyler Arb - OL 

Gabe Brammell - OL 

Weston Orender - DB 

Braden Heins - DB 

Adrian Bergasa-Marton - P 

Weston Orender - Special Team 



Library Technology Gives Students a Window to the World 

 

School libraries have evolved tremendously over the past decades. What 
many of us remember as a place to check out books and access a computer, 
has expanded into a technology hub for the entire school. The familiar books 
are still there and available, but since the adoption of one-to-one Chrome-
books at the high school level, the rows of computers have been replaced 
with tables where students gather to work and study cooperatively. There are 
still two desktop computers available for students to use for Accelerated 
Reader testing, but now much of the 
technology access is through the 
flatscreen TV. The addition of 
Chromecast technology allows anyone 
to wirelessly display a computer screen 
on the TV. This is invaluable for student 
presentations. The TV can also be used 

to show DVDs and is connected to DirecTV. This allows the library to give students real-
time coverage of current events. Library-Media Aide Michael Lanzrath adds, “I’m really 
excited to be a part of the technological advancements our district has taken in the last sev-
eral years. The addition of the TV last spring really opened up opportunities for our students 
and staff to not only learn cooperatively but educate cooperatively. In today’s world, if 
you’re not thinking ahead of where you are, you’re behind. We’re all doing our best to 
make sure that our kids are as ahead of the game as they can be, and the technology we 
have here at Northern Heights is playing a big part in that.” 

 

 

NHHS Wildcat Football  
 

The NHHS Wildcat football team finished another season on Friday, November 8th losing in the second round of the 1A state 
playoffs to the Centralia Panthers. The Wildcats finished with a 6-4 record on the season.  
 

The NHHS coaching staff would like to thank the USD 251 School Board, Superintendent Mr. Mathes, Principal Mrs. Fort, and 
Athletic Director Mrs. Hamlin for the opportunity to coach and their support. We would also like to thank the Booster Club, 
Mrs Malcom and parents for pre-game meals, the bus drivers, and all the school staff that have helped out along the way. We 
owe thanks to many student helpers as well; such as Khylee Massey and Aubrey Hinrichs for stats, Makenna French and 
Kaylee Burton for filming, and Andi Wilson and Aleah Hines for being sideline managers during games. Lastly we would like 
to thank the patrons, parents and players for the positive support and commitment it takes to make it through a season.   
 

The coaching staff would also like to take this opportunity to wish the best to the seniors of the NHHS football team as they 
move on to the next phase of their lives. You were an athletic and exciting bunch of young men to coach. We hope that you 
have enjoyed your time in our program. We also hope that the commitment, work ethic, and values that we have expected of 
you will help you to be better employees, husbands and fathers.  It has been great to get to know each of you and build those 
relationships that will, hopefully, last for many years. You will be missed. To the underclassmen keep up the hard work in the 
offseason. That is where championships are won. The day will come when Fall will ask you what you did all Summer. 
 

Thanks, 
NHHS Coaching Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

NHHS FCCLA  

NHHS FCCLA students Andrea Wilson, Emily Gilbert, Debra Sparks-Thomas, and Kylee Sull joined Mr. French and Mrs. 

DeDonder at a SAFE (Seatbelts Are For Everyone) conference on November 6-7 in Topeka. Topics ranged from the dangers of 

distracted driving to the importance of prevention of drinking and driving in teens (and adults), to the importance of using a seat-

belt at all times. The kids got to witness first-hand testimony of trauma nurses, ER doctors, parents, friends, and others who have 

gone through a drunk driving accident. They also got to network with other SAFE teams from other schools to talk about what 

they have done in the past, and what their plans are for the future. The kids got a lot of valuable information and look forward to 

adding some great activities onto what they have already accomplished for the year! This was a great conference and the kids 

and teachers learned a lot! 

 

 


