
December 8, 2019                          Pastor Andy McClellan 
 

 “The Prayers of Christmas:  Mary” 

Luke 1:46-55 
 

 

Because of the birth of Jesus… 

A.  We pray with FULL JOY for our UNEARNED privilege, 

vv. 46-50, 52-54 (cf. 1 Samuel 2:1-10; Genesis 3:15; 

Psalm 34:1-6; 132:11; Isaiah 7:14; Galatians 4:1-7; Titus 

3:3-7).   

 

B.  We pray with FEARFUL PRAISE for God's 

UNMATCHED power, vv. 49-53 (cf. Luke 4:18-21; 

Deuteronomy 7:9; 10:12-22; Ps. 34:7-21; 89:5-18; 

147:1-11; Is. 9:6; 40:9-11; 1 Corinthians 1:26-31). 

 

C.  We pray with a FIRM HOPE for God's UNFAILING 

promise, vv. 54-55 (cf. Gen. 17:19; Isaiah 41:8-10; Ps. 

34:22; 89:3-4, 19-37; 98:3; Jeremiah 31:31-33; Micah 

5:2; 7:20; Gal. 3:16-29; 1 Peter 5:6. 

 

 

Read Luke ch. 1:26-56 as a family. What 

words would you use to describe Mary’s 

thoughts about God? Thoughts about 

herself? How would you describe her faith? 

Have you ever received news that troubled you? What 

brought you peace or comfort? What part did faith play in 

your response?   

 

For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion 

1. Mary’s words in vv. 46-55 are often referred to as a 

“song of praise” rather than a “prayer.” However, Mary’s 

song is strikingly similar to Hannah’s “prayer” in  

1 Samuel 2:1-10. Compare and contrast Hannah’s prayer 

with Mary’s song. What do both women proclaim about 

God and why are they brought to rejoice? If you were to 

follow their example, what would you say about what 

God has done for you, and for others around you? 

2. Mary refers to her “humble estate” in Luke 1:48, but 

then follows it with “all generations will call me blessed.”  

Why does she believe she has been given the privilege of 

carrying her Savior in her womb? How is that different 

from feeling “entitled?” Why is having a sense of 

entitlement dangerous for a person who claims to be a 

“servant” of God? How does Romans 5:8 help in 

correcting that belief?  

3. It has been noted that Mary describes a great reversal in 

vv. 50-53. What is that reversal? How had God already 

carried out that reversal in Israel’s history (ex. 1 Sam. 

2:7-8; Daniel 4:29-35; 5:6, 28-6:1), and how did Jesus 

carry out that reversal in his ministry (ex. Luke 4:18-21; 

6:20-26; Eph. 2:1-22)? How has God worked that 

reversal in your life?     

4. In Luke 1:54-55, Mary declares that God has “helped his 

servant Israel in remembrance of his mercy,” which 

extends to “Abraham and to his offspring forever.” Who 

are Abraham’s offspring, and how is God’s mercy shown 

to them “forever” (Galatians 3:16-29; Titus 3:7)? In light 

of that promise, if you are a recipient of that mercy, as 

an individual or as a group, write your own song of praise 

to God for His great faithfulness, and read it aloud as a 

prayer to God.     
 
 

NEXT WEEK:  “The Prayers of Christmas:  Zechariah,  

Luke  1:67-79 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 


