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A Message from Mrs. Henneberry   

Dear GMMS Families, 

December brings the shortest day of the year. This year the winter solstice falls on December 
21 with just over 9 hours of sunlight. That means students being picked up from after-school 
activities sometimes leave when it is getting dark.  Please be mindful of crosswalks and drive 
cautiously on campus. Encourage your child to cross from the sidewalk to your car via the 
posted crosswalk.  Discourage your child from running between cars to meet you. The safety of 
our children is our highest priority. 

As the December sky becomes darker, we busy ourselves with bringing light into this season of 
giving. GMMS students are busy doing just that. Our recent student council food drive 
succeeded in collecting food items for the local food pantry.  The Renaissance Club collected 
winter coats for donations to Button Up Connecticut. Our Toys-for-Tots dance on December 6 
will collect toys for the US Marines to distribute to children. The GMMS lights are shining brightly 
this month as we express our ability to be compassionate contributors in our community. 

I hope your December is full of light and meaningful activities that create happy memories with 
your family. 

 

Happy Holidays, 

Sue Henneberry 
Principal 

  
 

 



 
 
E  N  R I C H M E N T 

 
 
Children have boundless potential.  It’s our job to nurture them with 
abundant love, support, and guidance so they can become the artists, 
scientists, writers, or computer coders they want to be.  Here are ten ways to help grow 
children’s brains, cultivate their interests, and launch their life journeys: 
 

1)  Model a curious mind, a willingness to take risks, and a strong work ethic. 
2)  Nurture their passion, because they’ll want to delve into what they love. 

3)  Praise their effort, not their ability. 
4)  Make time for play, which fosters imagination. 

5)  Give them music lessons for fun and to exercise their brains. 
6)  Teach them a foreign language, which stimulates neuronal connections. 

7)  Let them tackle challenges on their own without swooping in. 
8)  Introduce them to inspiring peers and mentoring adults. 

9)  Spend time with them every week doing puzzles and brainstorming riddles. 
10) Take them traveling; openness to new experience fosters creativity. 

 
Kalb, Claudia.  “The Science of Genius.”  National Geographic  Magazine.    2018:  95. 

 
Shirley Cowles 

Enrichment Coach 
cowless@granby.k12.ct.us 
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Unified Arts 

 

 

It is that time of year when we hear the sound of basketballs bouncing and sneakers 
squeaking! All three grades have started the basketball unit. Basketball can bring 
some cheers… but also some moans from the group. Either way, the students at 
GMMS learn to operate on the court recalling the skills that they have gained in the 
past, all the while using this great sport as a form of lifelong physical activity. 

Sixth Grade basketball consists mostly of skill acquisition and familiarity to the game 
of basketball. A written test as well as a skills test await the students at the end of the 
unit. The class will be given a study guide on our GOOGLE Classroom, and the skills 
test will be practiced and performed in class. The class code for this:   c7mrv3i. 

Seventh Grade will brush up on their skills, take the full-court game learned last 
year, and now play with less people per team in a half-court game.  This will give the 
students the opportunity to play a form of the game outside of class with less people 
needed. All study guides will be on GOOGLE Classroom with code: rmkswxi 

Eighth Grade will participate in a skills challenge and concentrate on the fitness 
benefits basketball can provide. During class, students will rotate through six 
stations of fitness or basketball skill obstacles. Each day they will track their 
progress in order to celebrate success and improvement!  Again, GOOGLE Classroom 
will be available with code: pdikqrv 

 

 
 

 
Media Center 



 

                            
Popular this month are the 2020 Nutmeg Award nominees- Girls made of Snow and Glass               
by Melissa Bashardoust. Posted by John David Anderson, Illegal by Eoin Colfer, and             
Estranged by Ethan Aldridge.  

You’re Invited to a Reading Event!  
The GMMS Library Media Center is hosting a Scholastic Book Fair from 

December 9- December 13 and we would love for you to join us.  
The Media Center will be hosting a Scholastic Book Fair designed specifically for middle              
school students with discriminating tastes. The “Table Top Fair” offers a more refined             
selection of age-appropriate books that cater to the lifestyle interests of 11 to 14 year olds.                
Children who choose their own books are more likely to read, and the Book Fair is the                 
perfect opportunity to introduce them to books they will love.  
Did you know: Any items sold at our Scholastic Book Fair (or from our Online Fair) earn                 
Scholastic Dollars for our school library - and that means more opportunities for our              
students to find books that get them excited about reading!  

Click this link to Visit Our Scholastic Book Fair HomePage! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Family and Consumer Sciences 

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/granbymiddleschool


 

                                      
Quarter two is in full swing here in FCS!  All classes are finishing their consumerism 
projects; Grade 8 students created Career Research presentations, grade 7 is finalizing their 
Entrepreneur presentations and grade 6 is completing an Advertising Techniques poster. 
We will soon transition to our Foods Preparation segment of FCS.  The focus of our first 
cooking labs will be healthy snacks we can easily make at home.  Grade 6 will begin with 
Fruit Coolers, Grade 7 will make a Green Smoothie and Grade 8 will experiment with 
making a Chocolate Hummus, Avocado Brownies and Black Bean Brownies. The Farm to 
Table philosophy will also be explored! 

                   

Guest speakers from Junior Achievement have come back for Q2 to enrich student studies. 
Economics for Success focuses on money management for grade 8.  It’s My Business 
challenges grade 7 students to find out what it takes to become an entrepreneur. It’s My 
Future begins career exploration for grade 6. If you are interested in volunteering as a JA 
guest speaker, please contact Mrs. Marti for more information. 

 
 

 
 
  



Technology Education 
 

 

 

 

A year of Manufacturing at GMMS  

This year the 7th and 8th graders are participating in the Manufacturing course that runs every 
other year at GMMS.  This course strives to expose students to careers and skills within the 
manufacturing realm, while also continuing to build their technical skill and proficiency, and ability 
to safely work with tools and machinery. Over the course of a jam-packed 9 weeks, students build 
skills in 3D modeling programs by designing a face for their clock product in SolidWorks and 
TinkerCAD, while learning common slicing software for the lab 3D printers.  SolidWorks is used for 
the free form artwork and extrusion and TinkerCAD is used for the modeling assembly.  In addition, 
students design an engraved top for their clock product in our CNC machining software and post 
process their programs to the lab CNC router.  Once these two designs are complete, students then 
manufacture the wooden pieces for the class clock product using the lab machinery.  To complete 
this task they design a working production line set up for their class that uses both line and cell 



based manufacturing.  They then appoint production leaders that are in charge of Quality 
Assurance.  Throughout the manufacture process they learn about the importance of setting up a 
manufacturing operation in such a way as each operation is a customer to the last.  This helps them 
properly manage product quality and production volume.  Basic statistical process control is also 
used by the production leaders to analyze and prevent defects and manage reworks.  Once the 
pieces are complete attention is turned to hand painting of the clock faces to give them a 
handcrafted look, while also CNC machining the tops on the lab CNC router.  Once this phase is 
complete, the attention is turned to the assembly process.  Classes design an assembly line that can 
be used for their clock body assembly, building in the necessary and commonly used statistical 
checks and balances.  Once the clock bodies are complete then the final hand assembly phase 
begins.  In this phase students learn that some assembly operations have no choice but to use a 
human touch for perfection.  Hammers and escutcheon pins come out to carefully fasten the faces 
and assemble the clock movements sourced from a company in California. During this phase 
students learn about parts sourcing and reasons reliable supply chains must be maintained.  The 
final phase of production is designing and installing a product label.  During this phase students 
learn about the legal issues associated with product labeling, while designing a fun label for the 
bottom of their clock product.  Throughout the course Mr. Chris Foster from Asnuntuck Community 
college visits to bring in real world examples from outside world of manufacturing.  

We are so lucky to be able to run this course for our students.  Unified Arts programs at GMMS is 
very special in comparison to many other towns.  Our outstanding community support in the areas 
of lab maintenance and upgrades in recent years have allowed the program to be vaulted into the 
world of modern manufacturing.  And with the outstanding support of Asnuntuck we have been 
able to keep the program current, rigorous, and relevant for the students.  Thank you sincerely for 
all the support of Manufacturing over the years.   Mr. Pickhardt... 

 

 

 
 

Art 
December will be spent working on our clay units. Sixth graders will be constructing Clay               
Fish through the slab construction technique. Seventh graders will be constructing Clay            
Towers, and Eighth graders will be constructing Clay Creatures using various hand building             
techniques. 
Eighth Grade Art Club will meet on December 18th only this month due to the vacation                
week. 
 
 

 
 
 



Music 
Concert season draws near! Please take this opportunity to review the Band and Chorus 
Concert dates in preparation for our January performances. We have included the dress 

code below in case you happen to be shopping this holiday season, or if you need to see if 
your child has grown out of their concert clothes! 

 
CONCERT DRESS 

No music students should wear jeans, sneakers, or flip-flops. 
  

Band:  
*Dressy combination of black and white 

*Black dress pants 
*Black shoes 

(JAZZ BAND ONLY: all black attire if possible) 
  

Chorus: 
*Solid color shirt (NOT black or white) 

*Black dress pants 
*Black shoes  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MUSIC CONCERTS  
 

All Music Concerts are a REQUIRED part of the band and choir curriculum. PLEASE PLAN 
AHEAD! Students are expected to be on time, properly dressed and ready to perform at 
concert time. All concerts take place at the GMHS Auditorium and begin at 7 pm.  
 

WINTER CHOIR CONCERT: Thursday, January 9, 2020  
(snow date: Thursday, January 16th) 

WINTER BAND CONCERT: Wednesday, January 22, 2020  
(snow date: Wednesday, January 29th) 

 
SPRING CHOIR CONCERT: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 

SPRING BAND CONCERT: Thursday, June 4, 2020 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
We would like to let you know about some very important dates and events coming soon 
(ALL FORMS ARE POSTED ON YOUR CHILD’S GOOGLE CLASSROOM PAGE!):  
 

 
● Holcomb Farm (for flutes/clarinets): Saturday, December 7th (1 - 3 pm) 
● Northern Region Music Festival Auditions: Saturday, January 11th , 2020 
● BAND/CHOIR Concerts: see above!  



________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Northern Regionals Help Sessions: Mrs. Rivera and Miss Mello would like to offer after 
school help sessions from 2:30 - 3:30 pm for students planning to audition for the 
Regionals Festival. Students may stay as long or short as they need to, but be sure to 
arrange a ride home no later than 3:30 pm. The dates are as follows: 
 

 
December 3, 10, 17 

January 7 
 
Please email riverar@granby.k12.ct.us or melloc@granby.k12.ct.us with any questions.  

 

WORLD LANGUAGES 

 
Spanish 

6th Grade Spanish 

Students are engaged in creating very unique whole-class stories using our core unit structures: 

abre la puerta (opens the door), nunca cierra (never closes), and son las (it is...time).  We are 

incorporating horizontal conjugation, where we adjust a story from the 3rd person (el/ella) 

perspective to the 1st person (yo) perspective.  We also continue to recycle basic 

conversational structures daily through our special person interviews.  

 

7th Grade Spanish 

We are finishing up our Comida Latina (Latin food) unit, incorporating storytelling through 

music videos about pan (bread)!  Also, students wrote old-fashioned pen pal letters to Santa 

Maria del Mar school in A Coruna, Spain, the school with which GMHS has an exchange 

program.  We are anxiously awaiting return letters from our 7th grade Spanish pen pals!  

 

8th Grade Spanish 

After increasing our focus on formal grammar instruction, we are moving into our shopping 

unit, which will culminate in the always popular fashion show.  December also provides a 

wonderful opportunity to explore Spanish culture and expand vocabulary through authentic 

winter holiday commercials.  

 

 

 



 

French 

6th grade French 

This month we are talking about the weather and students are working on Google Slide 

presentations about the weather in a French speaking city (somewhere outside of France). 

Next, we will be learning to talk about our families! 

 

7th grade French 

This month we are finishing up our unit on places around town. We will incorporate modes of 

transportation and types of buildings into our Amazing Race scavenger hunt around our school 

as our culminating activity. 

 

8th grade French 

What a delicious unit it has been! This month we are wrapping up our unit on dining out in 

France. Students will be performing café and restaurant skits or writing short stories to 

demonstrate their understanding of content vocabulary, cultural norms and cuisine. Stay tuned 

for details to be sent home regarding a French food day before winter break: Bon appétit!  

 

 

 

 

 

Chinese:  

6th Grade Chinese:  

We will keep learning more Chinese radicals in 6th grade Chinese class. We will also start to 

learn about the basic numbers. Sixth graders will begin to learn about the history of the Great 

Wall of China and the stories behind the wall as well as learning a few Holiday songs in Chinese.  

 

 

 



7th grade Chinese: 

In 7th grade Chinese class, we will start to learn about how to apply Chinese numbers into daily 

life. We will also learn about some special endangered animals in China.  Students will learn 

their names in Chinese as well as learning a few Holiday and New Year songs in Chinese.  

 
 

 
Grade 6: 
In December, grade 6 students will be continuing the ratios unit.  This unit is an in depth study 

of ratios and proportional relationships, which are the foundational understanding of slope 

when students get to Algebra class.  Students have learned what ratios represent, and how to 

show quantities in unit rates in order to compare them.  Students will be looking at grocery 

store flyers in order to calculate the price per pound or price per item of their favorite foods. 

Holiday shopping can be a good way to practice percentages at home.  Ask your student to help 

you take simple discount off the items that you are looking to buy.  For example, they will be 

able to tell you the discount if you have a 50% off coupon. 

 
Grade 7: 
During the month of December, after completing the current unit on Proportional Relationships 

and Ratios, seventh grade students will be working on a mini unit on percentages.  In order to 

make the learning applicable to the real world, students will be using flyers and catalogs to look 

at holiday sales.  Students will be able to calculate discounts and sale prices of their favorite 

items.  At home, you can ask your student to help you calculate discounts and sales when you 

are doing your own holiday shopping.  Sales tax and tips are other real world applications that 

students will be exploring in this unit.  

 
Grade 8: 
In Algebra 1, during the month of December, students will be working with unit 2. Unit 2 in 

Algebra is on systems of equations.  Students will need to use all the equation solving skills they 

have learned in the first unit of the year, and apply that learning to equations with two 

unknown variables.  Students will have many opportunities to work with technology in this unit, 

including DESMOS applications and graphing calculator explorations.  Algebra 1A students will 

be working on proportional rate of change, and writing equations in standard form.  Before the 

winter break, students in Algebra 1A will be reviewing for, and taking, the unit 1 assessment.  In 

both classes, it will be crucial that students take time and show all their steps when they are 



completing their work.  When your student is working on their math at home, encourage them 

to work slowly and not skip any steps.  
 

Science   
 
Grade 6: In December, sixth grade science students will build and test their devices to 
complete their unit on thermal energy. Soon they will start our unit on the human body. 
 
Grade 7: Seventh graders will utilize their learning from the 
Norwalk Maritime Aquarium field trip as they study dead zones 
both in the Long Island Sound and in the Gulf of Mexico.  Students 
will deepen their understanding of the Nitrogen Cycle by 
conducting tests in the GMMS Ecology Center, and analyze data 
from a variety of fisheries, including the Chesapeake Bay Oyster 
fishery to construct an explanation explaining how human 
populations have impacted Earth’s Ecosystems.  
 
Grade 8: Eighth grade Science students will begin to explore 
Newton's Laws of Motion and Physics. This unit will culminate in a 
project that will test the kinetic energy in elastic collisions. They 
will also continue to practice their skills of technical writing using a 
C.E.R. (claim, evidence, reason) model.  
 
Tips for Success: Students are increasingly frustrated when they make mistakes; 
remind your students that scientists make mistakes all the time, in fact many great 
inventions, Post-It notes for example, resulted from a mistake. Encourage students to 
always try and do their best and remind them that mistakes are an important part of 
learning.  
 
Science Club meets on full school days, Tuesdays from 2:30 to 3:30. We continue to 
do activities that members find engaging. New members are welcome to join. 
 
FishKids Club meets on Thursdays during quarter 2 to care for trout and perform 
additional maintenance in the Ecology Center.  

 __________________________________________________________ 

 



 
December News from Language Arts 

 
   Happy Holidays from the English Language Arts team here at GMMS! 

December is already speeding by as students continue to sharpen their 

reading and writing skills. Secretly, they are counting down the minutes 

until winter vacation. Vacations are a perfect time to instill authentic 

reading values in your student; encourage them to sit down and read 

something of high interest, just for fun. Or complete a family read 

together!  

 Sixth graders have been studying short stories and have also 

created short stories, focusing heavily on character development. Now,  Students are reading 

and discussing fictional titles centered around the theme “every day heroes” in which 

characters deal with social issues.  They meet daily to discuss literary signposts, to create 

timelines of their story, and to discuss character development.  Each book club will 

demonstrate their learning by collaborating on a final project. The majority of the reading, 

discussing and creating is done during school, but researching and sharing information 

pertinent to their book and social issue leads to enhanced classroom 

discussion and is recommended. Additionally, 6th grade students have 

completed the first revision of their short story.  They have been encouraged 

to make further revisions to improve their writing piece. 

In seventh grade language arts, students are transitioning to their 

second unit of study where the focus in reading shifts to the mystery genre. 

Students will engage in mystery book clubs and dissect differing plot 

structures and red herrings designed by their chosen author. Additionally, students will write 

analytically about their book club choices, and informationally, to share about their book with 

others. In unit two, students continue to expand their vocabulary with biweekly word units. 

Challenge your student to use these words out loud!  

   Eighth grade students are concluding a narrative book club, and will soon transition to 

unit three where they will study the value of free speech, journalism, and 

informational reporting. They will work to become experts at detecting bias, 

eventually being challenged to critique the impact of professional writing 

through a study of structure and word choice.  Students will read a series of 

pieces meant to aid their examination of how authors strategically project their 

viewpoint. Finally, eighth graders will synthesize information from several 

sources to compose an article that generates awareness around a personally 

selected topic linked to journalism and free speech.  This unit is unique in that it does not 

include literature, so please remind your student to continue independently reading at home. 



Students will be given the opportunity to select nonfiction choices in the school’s library to use 

at home, and they may update this independent choice at any time.  

 

Wishing you warmth this winter, 

  

Your Language Arts Team:  

Grace, Lisa, Kathy, Jen, and Tom.  

 

Is your student looking to get involved? 
Literary Magazine Club and Newspaper Club meet weekly after school! Email 
Grace Matthews or Kathy Waddington for more information! New writers, 
editors, designers, and creative thinkers are always welcome.  

------------------------------------------------------ 

GMMS Social Studies Department News ~ December, 2019 
Grade 6: 

Grade 6 students completed their first unit onGeography 
Tools and have started a unit on India.  Students began the 
unit by mapping India and its neighbors. Next, students 
completed mini-projects using note-taking skills to present 
information through Google Slides on India’s past and 
present to introduce the unit. In the coming weeks, students 
will delve into the history of India, followed by some current 
issues.  

 
Above is a screenshot of Jennifer Weber and Phoebe O’Brien’s slide about the Architecture and the Arts 
in India past to present.  
 
Grade 7: 
Seventh grade students recently wrapped up their introductory unit on Geography Tools and the 
USA with lessons on government and economy. Students also participated in their first quarterly 
Current Issues Challenge. Our next unit of study is Latin America.  
 
Can you answer this sample Current Issues Challenge question?  
In October, Eliud Kipchoge of Kenya became the first runner to: 
 

a. finish a marathon in under 2 hours b.  run for 24 hours without stopping 
      c.   defeat Usain Bolt in the 100 meters d.  win a race with a prosthetic leg 
 

 
 
 
 



Grade 8: 
 
Eighth grade students are finishing up the American Revolution Unit and are beginning the unit 
on the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.  The students will be learning why the Articles of 
Confederation failed the new nation as well as why compromises needed to be made to institute 
a new government.  The students will also be studying the three branches of government and 
the rights available to all citizens under the Bill of Rights.  Along with this unit students will 
continue to do current event presentations which are connected to the Constitution.  
 
8th grade students are also beginning to think about topics for their Capstone project.  Parents 
can discuss potential issues with them, review counterarguments, or give varying perspectives 
on proposals  
 
Geography Bee 
All GMMS students will participate in the National Geographic Geography Bee. The Bee will 
begin with individual classroom rounds in December. If you’re interested in preparing with your 
child, you can visit the National Geographic Study Corner at 
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/bee/study .  

School Health News 
  

IMPORTANT for 6th grade parents 

 Has your child had a physical since June 14, 2019? All 6th grade students must 
have a physical done before entering the  7th grade.   Please submit this physical 
to the nurse if you have not already done so. 

Section 10-206 of the Connecticut General Statutes requires that “all students enrolled 
in the public schools have a health examination either by a legally qualified practitioner 
of medicine”. For 6th graders in the Granby School System, the required physical exam 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/bee/study


must be completed by the child’s physician after the last day of 5th grade and submitted 
to the school nurse prior to first day 7th grade.  

Please be sure your child receives the required immunizations for 7th grade which 

include TDAP and Meningococcal. 

      When to Keep Your Child at Home 

The most important thing is to keep sick people away from healthy people. So if your child is 

sick, you must keep your child home. Staying home when sick stops the spread of the flu and 

helps the sick person get well. 

 Answer these questions every morning before sending your child to school or 

daycare:  

1. Does your child have a fever (100º F or 37. 7ºC)? If you don’t have a thermometer, feel your 

child’s skin with your hand. If it is much warmer than usual your child probably has a fever. 

2. Does your child have a sore throat, cough, body aches, vomiting, or diarrhea? 

Student should be fever free for 24 hours and free of vomiting or diarrhea without 

the use of medication before returning to school. 

3. What if I am unsure when my child should return to school? 

If you have any doubt as to whether your child can return to school, please contact the school 

nurse BEFORE sending your child to school on the bus.  Drive your child to school and report 

directly to the school nurse who can evaluate your child to determine if he/she can remain in 

school.  

Gym Class  

If your child has an injury or is not feeling well and you feel they must not participate in gym 

class, please be sure to send them to school with a note asking that they be excused. A 

parent/guardian may excuse a student from three gym classes in a row after 

that a doctor’s note is required. The doctor’s note should specify the reason they are 

being excused and when they may return to gym class. If the note does not specify when they 

may return, a note from the doctor will be required stating that are cleared to resume gym. If 

the student requires the use of crutches or the elevator a doctor’s note must be supplied and 



these accommodations noted on the letter. If you have any questions please call the nurse at 

860 844 3038. 

  

Happy Healthy Holidays from the clinic 

 

 

 
 

321 Salmon Brook Street 
Granby, CT 06035 

860-844-3029 
 


