
Writing 

Instruction at 

Carl Sandburg 

Elementary 

School 

Communication is a part of what 

we all do in our everyday life.  

We realize that it is a high priori-

ty for us to teach children how to 

communicate well through speak-

ing, listening, and writing.  Here 

at Carl Sandburg, we are 

teaching students how to write 

well in such an exciting and moti-

vating way!  We know you’ll soon 

find your child actually loves to 

write! 

Teaching Effective 

Communication Skills 

A Parent’s Guide:  

 



 

The Writing Workshop is an 

approach to teaching writing that 

emphasizes time and choice in a 

structured, yet safe and trusting, 

environment.   

Think about a new skill you have 

learned: sewing, golf, cooking.  To 

learn best, we must first watch 

someone who already knows the 

skill.  Then, our coach/teacher/

trainer/guide will sit next to us, 

guide us, and give us pointers for 

improvement. Finally, they re-

lease us to try it on our own.  

Teaching writing is just like that! 

We model and share examples of 

good writing, guide and coach 

them as they practice, and then 

let try out their new skills on 

their own.  

That is the 

W r i t i n g 

W o r k -

shop.  

The Writing Workshop 

TIME 

In a Writing Work-

shop, we give stu-

dents large blocks of 

time (between 20 

and 40 minutes) each 

day to just write!  

The best way to get 

better at something is to practice, practice, 

practice.  We will teach a writing tech-

nique or skill and then send students off to 

their “writing folders” or “notebooks” to 

write.  

WRITING PROCESS 

There is a process all writers go through 

when they create a new piece of writing.  

We teach students these steps: 

 1. think of a topic that they know a lot 

about or have interest in, 

2. plan what to write and how it will be 

organized, 

3. write, 

4. revise their writing, or go back and re-

read it and make changes to improve the 

way their message comes across to an 

audience, 

5. correct spelling, punctuation, capitaliza-

tion, and grammar (editing).  

CHOICE 

Real writing isn’t usually about writing 

what someone tells you to write about.  

You choose why, how, and who you write 

for.  That is why we emphasize choice in a 

writing workshop classroom.  Children 

are taught how to select good topics for 

writing.  We expect students to write for 

a variety of purposes: to share stories, to 

remember important events, to express 

feelings, to report research/facts, to ex-

plain how to do something, and to per-

suade someone.   

 

These are the ingredients that make writ-

ing instruction not only very effective for 

students, but incredibly fun!   

If you have any questions about writing instruction in your 

child’s classroom, please contact his/her teacher.  

 

If you would like more information about Writer’s 

Workshop, please contact Kristen Holly. 

Carl Sandburg Elementary School 

1924 Reynolds Drive 

Charleston, IL  61920 

 

hollyk@charleston.k12.il.us 

Questions?? 


