
Reading Instruction at 

Carl Sandburg 

Elementary School 

You may have been wondering why reading 

instruction looks different in your child’s 

classroom this year.  It will seem different, 

but trust us...it is based on years of re-

search about what’s best for kids.  Re-

search says that children learn best when 

they have:  

CHOICE, TIME, EXPLICIT INSTRUCTION, and 

READING FOR REAL PURPOSES! 

We know you won’t be seeing as many 

graded papers and tests come home, but 

please know that your child is working hard 

here at school, writ-

ing in a journal and 

talking about books.  

If you wish to see it in 

action or see your 

student’s work, please contact your child’s 

teacher. 

The Mystery is over... 
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This special guide is designed to help you 

understand the new Carl Sandburg Elemen-

tary School Literacy Program.  It will also 

provide you with ideas to practice with your 

child at home what he or she is learning at 

school.  We are focusing a Reading Work-

shop approach to teaching 

reading.  Every school day, 

students will participate in 

a 90 minute reading and 

word study block.  This 

time will allow teachers to 

work with students in large and small 

groups as well as one on one conferences. 

As part of the reading workshop, students 

select their own books to read, with teach-

er guidance, to ensure they are reading a 

book that is at the right level and is of in-

terest to your child.  Your child will be 

learning how to think deeply about the 

books they read, as well as learn critical 

independent skills in the process. 

Thank you for supporting your child’s read-

ing! 

Reading Workshop Block 

Mini-Lesson (15-20 minutes) 

 direct instruction in both procedures & 

routines as well as reading skills and com-

prehension strategies 

Independent Practice (30-45 minutes) 

 students read “just right” books matched 

to their reading level and based on inter-

ests 

 Students write responses to their reading, 

practicing high level thinking skills 

 Teachers work with small groups to pro-

vide instruction matched at student needs 

 Teachers conference with individual stu-

dents to provide further support 

Sharing (5 minutes) 

 This is the time we share what we’ve 

learned about ourselves as readers and 

celebrate successes 

Frequently Asked Questions 

How do we get grades?  We grade students 

based on their ability to be independent in 

this structure, their ability to apply thinking 

strategies to a book they’re reading, the 

depth of their written responses, and their 

discussion skills 

Why not reading the same book all week?

Students in a given classroom are reading at 

a wide range of ability levels.  It is important 

that children are given large blocks of time 

to read books that are “just right” for them 

so that they can gain confidence and apply 

comprehension strategies more appropri-

ately. 

What if my child is a struggling reader? 

Great news...with more opportunities for the 

teacher to work with your child in a small 

group or one-on-one, your child is receiving 

instruction tailored to his/her needs! 

What if my child is an advanced reader? 

Great news...your child is able to read books 

matched with his/her level of ability, and 

work with peers and the teacher to enrich 

and deepen their high level thinking skills! 

 

Dear Parents & Guardians, 


