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Dear Fellow Comets, 
 
Learning.   We are all learners.  Each of us, whether children or adults, are continuously 
learning.  Learning is an essential piece to becoming / being successful.  Our job at 
DDSD is to shape your child and offer incredible opportunities to them as learners. 
There are many things your child learns - friendship, acceptance, how to read, 
mathematics, opportunities for their future, and so many more.  
 
Teachers are learners as well.  They learn about your child, their needs or passions, 
and how to help them be successful.  In addition, they are also learning about how to 
improve their expertise as professionals.  This year, as district-wide professional 
development, we continue to align our knowledge around the State’s required standards 
as well as two specific instructional strategies - Teacher Clarity and Student Discourse. 
Research shows these two strategies have a profound impact on student achievement. 
Your teachers have each selected one of these two strategies to enhance their own 
understandings and make a greater impact on your child.  
 
You, as parents or guardians, are also learners.  Your partnership with your child’s 
teachers is essential.  Attending parent conferences allows you to learn more about 
your child’s strengths and areas of improvement.  Please make sure that you continue 
the dialogue with your child’s teachers.  
 
On a final note, thank you for your continued support in working with your child’s school 
on his/her attendance.  Regular attendance enables your child to learn the important 
concepts that are being shared.  Furthermore, it supports the social-emotional part of 
learning how to work with others as well as handle potentially stressful situations.  
 
Overall, we are thankful for your partnership.  Have a wonderful Thanksgiving. 
 
 
 
Comet Proud, 
 
Jill Sorbie, EdD 
District Administrator / Director of Instruction 
jsorbie@ddschools.org 
 

 

mailto:jsorbie@ddschools.org
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High School 
Thanksgiving has gone and the holiday season is almost upon us.  We would like to 
take this time to reflect upon all the things that we’re thankful for at DDHS for the past 
month.  We are thankful for our students that have 
represented us so well on a vast array of field trips around 
the state, including Casey Huerta who won an iPad during 

her visit with Mercyhealth 
Hospital.  We are also 
thankful to our counselors 
for providing college visits and modeling opportunities for 
life after high school. 
 

We would like to remind all Delavan-Darien School 
District families to support our DDHS Band Program 
by printing this picture (at right) and bring it along 
with you to Wendy’s when they eat there through 
December 15, 2019.  20% of each purchase 
accompanied by this certificate will be donated back 
to the DDHS Band Program. 
 

Looking ahead to December, we are excited to 
share that we will be taking 25 students to a 
leadership workshop at Carroll University on Dec. 4. 
We also hope that as the holiday season 
approaches, parents are working with their high 
school students to make sure their students’ grades 
are passing so students can earn credit towards 
graduation.  Six weeks remain in the semester so 
there is still time for students to make progress!  Remember, even our high school age 
students are still just that, students.  Students need guidance, reminders, 
encouragement and support.  Please play an active role in your child’s education, even 
in high school and beyond!  Finally, please note these upcoming dates for DDHS 
students: 
 

● Dec. 20 - Last Day before Winter Break 
● Dec. 23 - Jan. 3 - Winter Break 
● Jan. 6 - Comm. Collab (6 PM) 
● Jan. 21 - Semester Exams (Block (ODD 

Periods)) 

● Jan. 22 - Semester Exams (Block 
(EVEN Periods)) 

● Jan. 23 - Semester Exams (make-ups) 
● Jan. 24 - NO SCHOOL / Teacher 

Inservice 
● Jan. 27 - Start of 2nd Semester 
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● Feb. 1 - ACT Test Prep (7:30 - Noon) ● Feb. 22 - ACT Test Prep (7:30 - Noon 

Phoenix Middle School 

 
On November 11, 2019 Phoenix Middle School held an 
assembly in honor of Veteran’s Day.  The Middle School 
band, orchestra, and choir groups performed and 
National Junior Honor Society members assisted 
throughout the assembly.  Congratulations to the three 
winners of the local Patriot’s Pen essay contest.  
This year’s theme was “What Makes America Great”. 
The top two local winners will have their essays 
submitted to the regional level contest.  Great job 
everyone! Our Patriot Pen winners from left to right are  
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Tia Bethke, Alyssa Wimer, and  James Busch. Their essays will go on to the next level 
of competition.  
On Thursday, November 14th Phoenix Middle School students demonstrated their 
musical talent with an orchestra concert.  The 5th through 8th grade students, 
conducted by Mrs. Bayerl, did an amazing job!  We look forward to the winter concert in 
January! 
 

 
 
The Phoenix family wishes you all a safe and joyful upcoming holiday season. With two 
thirds of the year remaining we have a lot to do. We look forward to continuing to strive 
to serve you and your family.  
 
Upcoming Phoenix happenings… Mark your calendars! 
12/3- Grade 7 Courage Retreat and our Boys basketball home game 
12/5- Boys basketball home game 
12/9 - Grade 5 and 6 Intramurals basketball begins 3PM! 
12/12 - If your child sold items for the fundraiser, please pick them up after school. 
Thank you for your support.  
12/13- Grades 6, 7, 8 Activity night 6PM-8PM open to all 6th-8th graders in our school 
area.  
12/19 - Come watch our intramural basketball game 3:20 PM 
1/16 - Grades 7 and 8 concert 
1/21 - Grade 5 and 6 concert 
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Darien Elementary 
 

 
As the seasons change and the holidays approach, it is time to remind ourselves of the 
many things we are thankful for.  This past November we were honored to host several 
veterans for a beautiful ceremony.  Our young and talented students sang songs and 
spoke of appreciation to our veterans.  Thank you to all for your service! 

 

All of our students continue to learn social skills during 
Second Step guidance lessons.  Recently students have 
been learning about being assertive.  
 

Darien students are piloting a new math computer based 
resource called Dreambox this year. This tool is to provide 
students opportunities to practice math skills at their levels while 

adjusting the skills as students complete lessons.  Students are often excited when they 
hear they can get their Chromebooks out for Dreambox time! 
 

4th grade students recently celebrated their first published piece of writing with a 
publishing party. Students gave compliments to other authors as they read their 
personal narratives.  Who knows?  We may have a budding author in our midst!  
 

As the weather continues to get colder, we look forward to the Winter Sing.  All are 
invited to see our students perform at Phoenix Middle School on Tuesday, December 
17th.  3rd graders perform in the newly renovated auditorium at 5:30 followed by the 
Honor Choir at 6:15 and 4th graders singing at 6:45.  The 4th grade orchestra students 
will perform their first concert at 7:30 the same evening.  Come check us out! 
 

Other upcoming events:  
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ACCESS testing for all English Language Learner students held during December 
December 20th-last day before Winter Break 
December 23th-January 3rd-Winter Break  (School resumes January 6th!) 

 
Turtle Creek Elementary 

 
Although this month was a shorter month, we have continued to focus on our core 
academics and instruction and have had some fun along the way!  It is great to highlight 
some of the fun happening in our specials classes (Art, Music, Phy. Ed., Library and 
Computers) from the Pinch Pots created in Mrs. Santizo’s 1st grade classroom, to the 
fun in Phy. Ed. with an obstacle course for Mrs. Schuk’s 1st grade classroom! 

Our 2nd grade team had a great time at UW-Whitewater for the Judy Moody and Stink 
play! The students came back with great reviews of the play and represented Turtle 
Creek very well! 
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We also had our monthly 4K Outreach event which is always held the last Wednesday 
of every month. This month’s Outreach theme was cooking.  It was great to see the 
turnout of families and see the kids have fun making pizzas, using the chocolate 
fountain and making lemonade!  Families that attend automatically get entered into a 
raffle so please join us for the next event in December! 

 
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving break and please use this time to reflect on what you 
are thankful for! We definitely have a lot to be thankful for here at Turtle Creek! 
 
Upcoming Events for Turtle Creek: 
12/13: Report Cards go home! 
12/18: 4K Outreach event-Individual classroom concerts and cookie decorating! Times 
will be given out to you be the teachers 
12/19: 5K-2nd grade Winter Concert at the High School (5:00-8:00) 
12/23-1/3: No School! Winter Break! 
 
 
 
 

 


