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Superintendent Notes by Chip Kay
I am writing this edition of my notes while looking out the window on a gloomy, cold, and
dreary day. As I watch each snowflake drop, I realize that today’s weather will turn dangerous
and fortunately our students and staff will be home safe with an early day off before
Thanksgiving Break. Making these decisions are difficult and I never studied meteorology. I am
thankful for the amount of resources available to gather data to make decisions and usually
factors like timing, travel conditions, snow amounts, and wind play different roles in each
decision. This is a good time to remind everyone about taking safety precautions in preparing
your vehicle, how you dress, and your driving habits to ensure you get to school and home safe
this winter. A reminder, all of our notifications are sent out to families through our phone
dialer system. Anyone can access our notification system by downloading our mobile
application, checking our social media accounts, and viewing our website. For school closings
or delays we also notify KOLN/KGIN, KLKN, and WOWT television stations.
On an exciting school front, S-RC will embark on the process of revamping our Career and
Technical Education departments through the Revision 2.0 process in order to be eligible for
grant funds. The goal will be to focus on career development curriculum and equipment in
Agriculture, Industrial Technology, Welding, Business/Marking, and Technology courses that
support our College and Career Pathways and enhance employability skills and exploration for
all students. Every year we look for ways to enhance the educational opportunities for our
students and this is an exciting development for the future of S-RC.
Recently I have had two incredible experiences. One might be the most rewarding experience I
have encountered as the District’s leader. I was privileged to present at the State Education
Conference in Omaha with Board President Jeff Kuhnel and Senior Clare Kohl (Daughter of
Kenny and BranDee Kohl) on our Student Board Representative program. It was rewarding to
watch a student speak professionally and passionately, before a packed room, about this
program and our school. It was amazing to watch our Board President talk about the
importance of developing civic leaders in our student body. There was no question that this
was a moment that makes me continue to be “Proud to Be a Husky”. My second experience
included attending a workshop called “Bridges out of Poverty”. This program continues to
better educate all of us on the importance of building bridges not road blocks when it comes to
developing key aspects of our school district for students. My greatest take away is that we
often view students and families in a similar, singular mold and our expectations are often
geared toward that vision. When we better understand the impact poverty can have on
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families and students, we can better align our expectations and supports – they don’t need to
be lowered, but they need to be realistic to the differing family models that can exist.
My Student Spotlight this month is on Senior Alyssa Blohm, the daughter of Steve and Penny
Blohm. Alyssa was recently chosen to be part of the All-State Choir (her 2 time) and will sing
the National Anthem at the NSAA State Swimming and Diving Championships (her 2 NSAA
State Event). Alyssa also competes in Golf, One-Act, Speech, and Dance Team among several
school organizations. This is another great example of a student who excels in many areas and
is focused enough to be an outstanding student and achieve a high level of success at the State
level. Congratulations and Thank You Alyssa for how you represent S-RC!
nd

nd
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Cody Bobolz 6-12 Principal
Hour of Code As we close out 2019 it is amazing to reflect on how much
technology has continued to impact education. It is hard to imagine where we
would be without many of the technology opportunities, we provide our students on
a daily basis. It also seems that kids are starting to use technology at an earlier
age. In fact, 42% of young children have their own tablet, which is up 7% from four
years ago, according to a survey done by Common Sense Media. Technology will
only continue to play a bigger role in education, which is why we feel it is important
to expose our students to different technology opportunities.
SRC was recently connected with Rick Prokupek, brother of Travis Prokupek, who works for Amazon.
Amazon has started a program called “Hour of Code” in an effort to promote technology, and get kids
excited about coding. Coding is what makes it possible to create computer software and websites.
There is certainly a need in this type of work. Amazon is targeting rural schools in an effort to boost
schools’ technology resources. Rick, on behalf of Amazon, will be coming to SRC on Tuesday,
December 10th to work with our 3-12 graders on coding. We are very excited about this opportunity
and we look forward to hopefully partnering with Amazon in the future.
October Husky Recognition Rally Our rally was held on Monday, October 28th at 8:30 am in the
West Gym. During the rally, students were recognized for achievement in music as well as NSCAS
and ACT achievement. October students of the month were announced, and PBiS winners were
drawn for both middle school and high school.
One of the main features of this rally was to
recognize the October Students of the Month.
Students are nominated by their teachers.
Nominations are based around the 4 pillars of
SRC (innovation, integrity, accountability, and
service). Each student received a certificate, a
t-shirt, and lunch on the principal.
October Students of the Month:
6th – Celsta Isordia
7th – Taya Pinneo
8th – Ava Larmon
9th – Gustavo Vallejo
10th – Jordie Nekl
11th – Haley Hanak
12th Aspyn Harrison
Upcoming Dates December 10th- Hour of
Code (3rd-12th grade)- 9:00-12:00 pm December 11th- Pre-ACT Testing
(Sophomores)- 8:30 am-12:00 pm December 16th- Middle School Winter
Concert- 7:00 pm December 19th- High School Winter Concert- 7:00 pm
December 20th- Husky Recognition Rally- 8:30 am (West Gym) December
23rd-January 6th- Winter Break
Happy Holidays!
Go Huskies!
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Mark your calendars and plan to join us for our upcoming

Winter Concerts
Third, Fourth and Fifth Grades:
Tuesday, December 10, 2019
Pre-K, Kindergarten, First and Second Grades:
Thursday, December 12, 2019
Middle School:
Monday, December 16, 2019
High School:
Thursday, December 19, 2019

all concerts will be in the West Gym at 7:00 pm
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The SRC Unified Bowling Team is in its 3rd season. Unified Sports are a
Special Olympic event that are a fast-growing initiative. The mission of a
Unified Sports Team is to bring people with and without intellectual
disabilities together on the same team to compete, promote social
inclusion, and build friendships.
This year’s SRC Unified Bowling Team is off to a great start!! The team practices once a week in
Columbus at Westbrook Lanes. The team members have a great time at practices. There is a
strong school, parent, and student body support for this sport. Unified Bowling gives all
students a chance to participate in a school sport. Team member Zoe Kuhnel stated that her
favorite part about Unified Bowling is getting a strike and hanging out with her friends.
On November 14th SRC bowled at their first ever hosted event at Westbrook Lanes. It was a
successful day. Bringing home 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place medals. The team then continued their
season by bowling at the Northwest Invitational at the Westside Bowling Alley in Grand Island.
Zoe Kuhnel, Riley Eller, Bailey Belt, Grady Belt and Alison Nekl placed 4th overall. On November
18, the team bowled at the High Plains meet in Aurora. The team brought home 2 nd and
3rd place medals. On November 20th the team rallied at the Columbus Discoverers Dual and
brought home 3rd and 4th place medals. The team bowls next on November 23 in Norfolk at
King’s Lanes at 10:00am and will compete in Districts on December 3rd at Sunset Bowl in York at
10:30am.
The team consists of: Bailey Belt, Grady Belt, Ty Cemper, Zoe Kuhnel, Riley Eller, Alison Nekl, Eli
Noyd, Gustavo Vallejo, and Fischer White. The team is coached by Stacy Stewart.
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The S-RC Kindergarten classes held a toy drive on November 18 through the 22 . All week long
they worked hard to collect gently used toys for boys and girls during this holiday season. They
were able to collect several boxes of toys to donate to the Genesis House in David City and the
Columbus Rescue Mission.
th

December 2019

nd

Congratulations
to seniors
Alyssa Blohm and Eli Noyd
who performed in the 2019 NMEA All-State Choir
directed by Dr. Brady Allred
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Come
watch!!
NOTE:
Postponed
until
Dec.2nd at
7:30 PM

The 4th Annual Future Business Leaders of America Dodgeball Tourney held in late
November was a huge success! Not only did the participating students and staff have a blast,
but they also raised $100 for the NE FBLA Foundation Trust and just over $200 for the March
of Dimes
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3-5th Grade Science
In science, the fifth grade just finished exploring space. They traveled to different planets and
learned about gravity. Fourth grade has been learning about sound and vibrations. Students made
phones with string and cups to talk to each other. While third grade has been learning about
animal adaptations and dinosaurs. Students utilized measurements of their legs to see if they
could outrun a dinosaur. Now they are looking at different animal traits.

3-5th Grade Math
3rd Grade: Skip counting, adding on, equal groups, and arrays are a few ways that the third
graders have shown their knowledge of their math facts. We will continue to practice these
throughout the year. 4th Grade: Students are currently focusing on multiples, factors, prime
numbers, and composite numbers. We are practicing on these skills in class through peer
activities and songs. 5th Grade: Multiplication is such a huge skill for upper elementary students
going into middle school. We are currently wrapping up multi-digit multiplication and multiplying
by decimals numbers.

4th and 5th Reading & Language Arts
As we wrap up our personal narrative unit in Language Arts, we are working hard to revise and
edit our writing to take it from “good” to “great”! The students enjoyed using a checklist to edit
their classmates’ writing and give constructive feedback. 4th grade reading students are working
on identifying main idea and key details in the texts we read, and 5th grade reading students are
continuing to identify the theme of various stories.

3-5th Grade Social Studies
The 3rd grade has been learning about the resources communities need to grow and thrive. The
4th grade has been studying the Native American tribes that lived in Nebraska and the 5th grade
are looking at how and why countries like France, Spain, and England wanted to start colonies in
North America. All grade spent time learning about Veterans Day.

3rd Reading & Language Arts
The 3rd grade students have been reading to make predictions, determine the author’s
point of view and theme. Students have been writing “How to” texts and concentrating
on making sure steps are in order and easy to follow. Our latest writing was How to
Cook a Turkey. Recipes not recommended for your kitchen.
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EducationQuest Foundation

College Planning Bulletin
A monthly college planning guide for Nebraska high school students
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What to expect after you submit your FAFSA
The FAFSA opened October 1, so many of you have already completed and submitted your form. Here’s
what happens next:
Expect a Student Aid Report (SAR). You’ll receive it via an email link if you provided an email address
on your FAFSA. The SAR acknowledges that your FAFSA was received and lets you know if you need to
take further action to process your FAFSA.
Make sure you applied for admission to colleges you listed on your FAFSA. Colleges that receive
your FAFSA results typically won’t send you a financial aid package until you’ve applied and have been
accepted to the school.
Watch for verification requests. The college(s) you listed on your FAFSA might request verification of
your FAFSA information. If so, send the required documents to the colleges’ financial aid office.
Watch for financial aid award notifications. The colleges you were accepted to – and listed on your
FAFSA – will send you financial aid award notifications detailing the types and amounts of aid they’re
offering based on your financial need.
This EducationQuest Blog article has more details about what happens after you submit your FAFSA.

Haven’t completed your FAFSA yet?
No problem! You and a parent can complete the form at FAFSA.gov. Before you start, create an FSA ID
for you and one for a parent at fsaid.ed.gov. You’ll need them to access and sign the form.
For free help with the FAFSA, watch these FAFSA Demo videos, use our free FAFSA Tools, or call
EducationQuest to make an appointment:
Omaha – 888.357.6300
Lincoln – 800.303.3745
Kearney – 800.666.3721
Scottsbluff – 800.303.3745, ext. 6654

Winning the scholarship game
Follow these tips to increase your chances of earning scholarships:
Don’t ever pay for scholarship searches! Use free resources such as ScholarshipQuest at
EducationQuest.org with over 2,000 Nebraska-based scholarships, or free national sites like Cappex,
GoodCall, and Chegg.
Visit your school counselor often for information about local scholarships.
Focus on local and college-specific scholarships because you're more likely to earn them.
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Update your activities, honors, community service or paid jobs using the Activities Resume at
EducationQuest.org.
Earn the best possible ACT/SAT scores by taking the exam(s) in the spring of your junior year and
again in the fall of your senior year.
Use quality references such as a teacher, coach, or counselor. Encourage them to write specific
examples of your leadership skills. Give them a specific deadline, and a copy of your Activities Resume.
Tailor your essay to the scholarship. Ask an English teacher to read your essay and offer advice on
making a big impact. Your essay will need to stand out from other applications.
Want more tips? Click here!

December “To Do” List
Complete these tasks during December to stay on the right college planning track.
Seniors:
__ If you haven’t already, submit college applications and the FAFSA.
__ Continue to apply for scholarships.
__ Use this College Timeline to stay on track to college.
__ Follow EducationQuest on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for a chance to win a $500 scholarship.
Juniors
__ Take an ACT prep course.
__ Set up a ScholarshipQuest profile and start searching for Nebraska-based scholarships.
__ Use this College Timeline to stay on track to college.
__ Follow EducationQuest on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for a chance to win a $500 scholarship.

For free help with college planning, contact EducationQuest Foundation:
Omaha
Lincoln
Kearney
Scottsbluff
402-391-4033 402-475-5222 308-234-6310 800-303-3745 ext. 6654
888-357-6300 800-303-3745 800-666-3721
EducationQuest.org
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram!
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Above is a breakdown of behavior reports by month and then a year-to-date report. The PBiS
(Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports) team meets each month to look for trends and
problem behaviors in our district so our staff can reteach expected behaviors. Team members
include: Mrs. Sarah Augustin, Mr. Cody Bobolz, Mrs. Denise Glock, Mrs. Melanie Hoegerl, Mrs.
Julie Kuhnel, Ms. Aundrea Morner, Mrs. Kate Nienhueser, Mrs. Stacy Stewart, Mr. Turner
Trofholz, and Mrs. Sandy Voss.
As you can see, students being tardy is a problem that we have in our district. As of October,
139 of the 540 recorded violations were students being tardy to school/class. Students need to
be at school/in class by 8:30 to not be counted tardy. Middle School and High School students
also need to be in their class within 5 minutes of the tardy bell as the day proceeds. Please refer
to page 41 of the Student Handbook to review the tardy policy.
We are also noticing that disruptions are on the rise. As of October, 115 of the 540 recorded
violations have been student disruptions. Instructional time is very important. Each disruption
takes away from instructional time. Students are expected to be actively participating in
classroom instruction and show respect to peers, staff, and school property. Please refer to
page 60 of the Student Handbook to review the PBiS Expectations (Be Responsible, Active
Learning, Respect Others and School, and Keep Safe).
Our goal is to have a safe school that promotes a positive learning environment. Please help
us to make this the best academic experience for your student(s) as we will do the same. We
know our students are capable of going above and beyond the expectations as there have been
over 550 positive paws given out so far this year! We hope to see the trend of being tardy and
disruptive behaviors go down and the number of positive reinforcements go up.
•
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Kate Nienhueser

Congratulations to senior Aspyn
Harrison for being named first team
all-area in the Wahoo Newspaper!
#BLUERIVER PANTHERS
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Shelby Community Library Hours
The Shelby Community Library is also available to the public when
school is in session (8am-3:30pm)
When school is in session
Open weekdays
8:00 Monday thru Thursday
Closed at 4:30
Friday Close at 3:00
Open Saturday 9:30-1:30
When school is NOT in session
Monday-Tuesday-Thursday
9:30-12:00; 12:30-4:30
Wednesday 12:30-4:30; 5:00-7:30
Friday and Saturday 9:30-1:30
Look for the BLINKING “Open” sign
Website: http://libraries.ne.gov/shelby/
FACEBOOK: Shelby Community Library
Twitter: @shelby library

The Fitness Center IS Always
OPEN!!!
24 HOURS A DAY
7 DAYS A WEEK
join and enjoy the Fitness Center
Comfort of a secure environment
Stop in the Main Office (Door 9)
to get your membership
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WEATHER CANCELLATIONS
All school cancellations or delays due to weather will be sent out by phone and
text through our school messenger system. Additional information will be sent
to KOLN/KGIN-TV (Lincoln), KLKN-TV (Lincoln), Local Radio-Weather Threat,
and our social media accounts.
Decisions will be made as close to 6:30am the morning of school as
possible. If decisions are made the night before it will be sent out by 10:00pm.
All before school activities are cancelled on late starts and additional information on school activity
cancellations or postponements will be provided on days school is cancelled independently.

The LUNCH PROGRAM
would like to thank all the
people that donated produce
to the lunch program this
Fall. The children really
enjoyed all the fresh
vegetables.

Important Information
End of 1st semester 12-20-2019
NSAA Moratorium 12-22 thru 12-26
S-RC Holiday Basketball Tournament 12-27 & 12-28
Holiday Break for students
12-23-2019 thru 01-06-2020
01-06-2020 Staff Development (no students)
Start of 2nd Semester 01-07-2020
(first day for students after break)
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