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Staff Survey Results



Rationale for Long-Term Facilities Plan



Benson Village School Project Proposals



Castleton Elementary School Project Proposals



Castleton Village School Project Proposals



Fair Haven Grade School Project Proposals



Orwell Village School Project Proposals



Fair Haven Union High School Project Proposals



District Middle School Educational Specifications



Comments, Questions, & Suggestions
- Philosophically and thinking long term I think the 

committee should reexamine the placement of the 6th 
grade students. Developmentally, 6th graders are 
ready for a clear and distinct separation from their 
elementary counterparts. After conversations with 
many educators working in current K-6 arrangements, 
the 6th graders are under-served and because they are 
treated like their elementary counterparts often have 
many behavioral issues, because they are ready for a 
vast transition. It seems like the rationale for the 
exclusion of 6th grade from the district middle school 
was made without taking the unique developmental 
needs of middle level students. The argument that 
many middle school teachers have 7-12 licenses does 
not address that many of us have middle school 
specific licenses which permits us to work with 
students from grade 5-9.

- What is the step?
- How will a stable, high quality faculty be achieved with 

so many .4 positions? How can we turn these into 
full-time position that will draw and keep talent?

- Please know that the recommendations that come out 
of this committee are deemed adequate by this 
non-member and trust the research and the work that 
is done in this committee to be the best information to 
meet our goals as a supervisory union



Community Survey Results



Adequate Information to Make Informed Decision



Rationale for Long-Term Facilities Plan Well Defined



Facility Needs & Renovations Adequately Address School Needs



District Middle School Educational Specifications



Comments, Questions, & Suggestions
❏ More details. What is going to be done specifically at each school in the district? Will the Orwell Town Hall be torn down? Or 

renovated? I think renovation to the Town hall is the best solution.
❏ I don’t believe this project should be shoved through the process. I believe great care needs to be taken since the future of local 

grade schools are at stake even if the board will not discuss that part. I think that are pros and cons and I don’t think we should 
sacrifice our children’s educations in any way. And I think closing schools just save a few dollars is taking doing just that.

❏ Continue to keep community informed, leave brochures at local businesses, telephone reminders of meetings. The people who 
go are the same people at every meeting. We need to reach the non-attendees.

❏ Monetary estimates for projects and timeframe for completion.
❏ I was overwhelmed with information at the “forum” I attended. The first twenty minutes was devoted to detailed readings from a 

powerpoint presentation. The information was impossible to absorb. On top of that it wasn’t clearly stated why we were getting 
all that stuff. Rather than the meeting being attendee centered it was dominated by the staff. If you want feedback you need a 
different format for meetings. How about starting by asking people what is on their minds. How about stating three of four 
issues to structure their input.

❏ There seems to be no effort to this point to balance the needs of a declining student population against the already dramatic 
burden on property tax payers.

❏ How will the separation of the middle school be achieved? How many staff will be let go?
❏ I’d like to know more staffing impact -- are we likely to stay with current staff, gain additional staff or will some staff be 

considered no longer needed if there is overlap?



Comments, Questions, & Suggestions (cont.)
❏ I do not think the plans address the safety needs of students. I believe that middle school students should be completely 

separate from high school students. They need a separate resource officer and a separate location. Also, I do not think I makes 
sense to do such major renovations when moving benson middle school students will leave the building empty. I think Orwell 
should absorb the younger students from benson and all the middle school students should be at benson. Also sizes must also 
be kept small. The plan for two teams is very inappropriate. We moved to this town and chose small class sizes. Two teams 
puts 25 students in a classroom. This is unsafe and will prevent real learning from occurring. Class sizes should be no larger 
than 18 and need to be kept small. I also want to know that if we invest such large amounts of money in the outlying schools 
that you will not close the school. Orwell is small, but happy. I am happy to pay taxes to support my school and my community. 
But I do not think any to pay higher taxes to fund a new wing so that “a few 8th graders” can go to physics. That is not a smart 
financial decision. Make a middle school but put it in benson. We should support that community.


