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In May of 2015, Governor Christie called on the New Jersey 
Department of Education to review New Jersey’s Core 
Curriculum Content Standards in English language arts and 
mathematics to develop higher standards that reflect the 
educational needs and goals of our communities.
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New Jersey

DEPARTM ENT OF EDUCATION

Standards Review Committee
26 members

Guide process and updates
Make final recommendation to NJSB

Subcommittees
K-2: 22 members
3-12 (ELA & Math):
28 members each

Standards 
Committee

K-2 Content 
Subcommittee

3-12 ELA
Content 

Subcommittee

3-12 Math 
Content 

Subcommittee
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Make final recommendation to NJSB

Subcommittees
K-2: 22 members
3-12 (ELA & Math):
28 members each

Standards 
Committee

K-2 Content 
Subcommittee
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New Jersey

DEPARTM ENT OF EDUCATION

Committee Meetings

• Standards Review Committee (SRC) – 4 meetings

o September, October, November, December

• Sub-Committees – 6 meetings

o September (2), October (2), November, December

* Not including work done individually and in small groups.
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New Jersey

DEPARTM ENT OF EDUCATION

Proposal Outline

1. Background

2.  Community Involvement

3. Committee Work

4. High Level Revisions

5. Proposed Revision to Naming

6. Timelines
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New Jersey

DEPARTM ENT OF EDUCATION

Major Revisions 
K-12 English language arts 

• College and Career Ready Anchor Writing Standard 7 was 
revised as recommended across grade levels.  Influenced by 
the recommendations of the Association of School Librarians, 
the sub-committee added “an inquiry-based research process.”

‒ CCRA.W7: Conduct short as well as more sustained 
research projects, utilizing an inquiry-based research 
process, based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.
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COLLABORATIVE SCHOOL LEADERSHIP

PROBLEM SOLVING AND SHARED DECISION MAKING PROCESS

Metuchen’s Common

Inquiry-Based Research Cycle

Threaded by 

Metuchen Achievement Coaches

and Adapted from:

Action Research Processes:

NJDOE Evidence-Based Conversations

NYU Metropolitan Center for Urban Education 
Action Research Process

Kemmis & McTaggart's Action Research 
Model

Social Problem Solving Models:

Dr. Maurice Elias, Rutgers University

Dr. Myrna Shure, Drexel University

Moss School Teachers’ Common Core 
Problem Solving Model

SGO Processes:

NJDOE SGO Process

James Stronge SLO Process

S.M.A.R.T.

Goal

S.M.A.R.T.

Goal
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NJ SEL Competencies

SEL Sub-Competencies
• Develop effective problem-

solving skills

• Identify consequences 

associated with one’s 

actions

• Evaluate personal, ethical, 

safety & civic impact of 

decisions



ONE FOR ALL WORKSHOP
AUGUST 22, 2017

@ METUCHEN HIGH SCHOOL
Integrating NJ SEL Competencies

& NJSLS through Inquiry



UTILIZING ONE INQUIRY FRAMEWORK FOR 

NJSLS AND NJ SEL COMPETENCIES

August 22 AM

9:00 – 10:30 AM

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Maurice Elias:

SECD and Academics
Linking Cognitive Processes and Integrative Decision Making 
/ Problem Solving/ Conflict Resolution Strategy for SEL/CE 

Dr. Maurice Elias

Rutgers University

10:30 – 11:30 AM

Integrating newly revised NJSLS and 

NJ SEL Competencies through Inquiry
How can all teachers utilize an inquiry-based research 
process to teach social emotional learning competencies 
and academic standards at the same time? 

Rick Cohen

Assistant Superintendent of Metuchen Schools

Principal of Moss School

ESSA Coordinator

11:30 AM - Discussion



MOSS’S 
COMMON CORE 
PROBLEM SOLVING 
PROCESS

● Reading/Decoding

● Math 

● Science

● Social Studies 

● Social Problem 

Solving



New Jersey

DEPARTM ENT OF EDUCATION

Major Revisions 
K – 12 English language arts 

• Addition of “self reflection” in K-2 Writing Standards.  

‒ W.K.5:  With guidance and support from adults, strengthen 
writing through response and self reflection utilizing 
questions and suggestions from peers. 

‒ W.1.5:  With guidance and support from adults, focus on a 
topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers 
and self reflection, and add details to strengthen writing 
and ideas as needed.

‒ W.2.5:  With guidance and support from adults and peers, 
focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed through 
self reflection, revising and editing.
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New Jersey

DEPARTM ENT OF EDUCATION

Major Revisions 
K-12 English language arts

• The SRC agreed to incorporate language from the American 
Association of School Librarians into Grade 3-12 ELA standards.

oAn example of this is the addition of the phrase “and reflect 
on” to the College and Career Ready (CCR) Anchor 9 across 
all grade levels. 

oThe revision was also incorporated into Reading Literature 
standards 1 and 9 through the phrase “and reflect on (e.g., 
practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) central message/theme, lesson 
and/or moral.”
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Dr. Grant Wiggins’ scheduled training 
in Metuchen, June 2nd, 2015

• Do students understand that the aim of instruction is 
transfer of learning? Make this yearlong goal crystal-
clear all year. Design instruction backward from 
autonomous transfer of a repertoire of meta-
cognition and comprehension strategies. Vary the 
tasks, contexts, and texts to ensure that students 
learn to self-prompt and transfer, regardless of 
prompt or task specifics; decrease prompts and 
reminders over time, sometimes suddenly, to see 
what learners do when unprompted.
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UTILIZING ONE INQUIRY FRAMEWORK FOR 

NJSLS AND NJ SEL COMPETENCIES

August 22 PM

1:30 – 2:30 PM

“Utilizing an Inquiry-based Research 

Process” Across Curricula:  

How to utilize one inquiry-based research process 

(NJSLSA.W7. ) to authentically engage students in 

rigorous reading and writing across all content.

Deanne Opatosky

BDO Consulting

Metuchen School District Literacy Consultant

2:30 – 3:30 PM

Inquiry, Metacognition and Reading 

Comprehension

Helping students achieve their full literacy potential 

and newly revised NJSLS through metacognitive 

processing during the planning, monitoring, and 

reflecting steps of their inquiry work.

Susan Stevens

Author of Dr. Goodreader

Literacy and Metacognition Coach

SMART 

Goal

SMART 

Goal

Metuchen’s Common 

Inquiry-Based Research Process



New Jersey

DEPARTM ENT OF EDUCATION

Major Revisions 
K-2 mathematics

• The sub-committee members made appropriate changes to 
the standards.  Revisions to the K-2 mathematics standards 
focused mostly on examples and word choices.  The revisions 
serve to clarify standards and to provide examples more in line 
with developmentally appropriate instruction.
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New Jersey

DEPARTM ENT OF EDUCATION

Major Revisions 
3-12 mathematics

• The sub-committee members made appropriate changes to 
the standards.  Revisions to the mathematics standards 
focused mostly on specific formulae, examples, and word 
choices.  The revisions serve to clarify standards and to 
provide examples more in line with classroom instruction. 
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New Jersey

DEPARTM ENT OF EDUCATION

Proposed Renaming

• New Jersey Student Learning Standards

o English language arts

oMathematics

o Science

o Social Studies/History

oVisual/Performing Arts

o Comprehensive Health and Physical Education

oWorld Languages

o 21st Century  Life and Careers

o Technology
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New Jersey

DEPARTM ENT OF EDUCATION

Implementation Timeline

• Anticipated Adoption May 2016

• District Curriculum Realignment – Fall 2017

‒ NJDOE will provide guidance documents, 
materials, resources, and training 
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New Jersey

DEPARTM ENT OF EDUCATION

Assessment Timeline

• The revised standards adoption will not impact 
PARCC for Spring 2016 and the 2016-2017 school 
year.

• Once the revised standards are adopted, we will be 
doing a routine assessment audit to ensure 
alignment.

• These standards revisions are unlikely to significantly 
impact PARCC moving forward.
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