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Definition 

“Balanced Literacy combines all 
aspects of various literacy 
philosophies, programs, and 
tools throughout both history 
and research in education. ”  

– Dorothy Strickland 



Celebrating Success 

!   Comprehensive 

!   Authentic 

!   Student-
centered 

Instruction and Assessment 



Comprehensive 
“As students advance through the grades and master the standards in 
reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language, they are able to 
exhibit with increasing fullness and regularity these capacities of the 
literate individual.”    

• They demonstrate independence. 

• They build strong content knowledge. 

• They respond to the varying demands of audience, task, purpose, 
and discipline. 

• They comprehend as well as critique. 

• They value evidence. 

• They use technology and digital media strategically and capably. 

-Key Design Consideration, CCSS (2010) 



Anecdotal Evidence: 
Comprehensive 

“The students we
re 

utilizing multip
le 

reading strategi
es." 	

“I couldn't believe how they were able to communicate their thinking as they were applying the various strategies.”
"The transition between 
reading and writing was 

seamless which is so 
meaningful for the students.”!

"I was impressed by 
the students' ability 
to communicate their 
thinking about using 
strategies.”



Ongoing Assessment in Reading 

Developmental Reading Assessment 2 (DRA2), 
Grades K-5 

Oral Reading Fluency 
Rate (WPM) * Accuracy * Expression * Phrasing 

Comprehension 
Retelling * Use of Text Features * Questioning * 

Predicting * Summarizing * Literal Comprehension * 
Interpretation * Reflection 



Report of DRA2 Growth, Grades K-5  
SY 2012-13 to 2013-14 



Ongoing Assessment 
in Writing 

Narrative Task, 
Grades 2-3 

Written Expression 

Language and 
Conventions 

Research Simulation Task 
(RST), Grades 4-5 

!   Comprehension of Key 
Ideas and Details 

!   Written Expression 

!   Language and 
Conventions 



Strategy Focus: Visualizing 

AS READERS WE… 
“Use our imagination 
and information from 
the text to picture a 

writer’s ideas.” 

AS WRITERS WE… 
“Use our imagination 
and information from 
the text to describe 

our ideas.” 





Authentic 
Students engage in: 

•  exploring real-word problems. 

•  critical thinking and inquiry-based learning. 

•  captivating audiences which extend beyond the 
classroom. 

•  building a “community of learners”. 

•  self-monitoring of progress. 
Editorial: “The Components of Authentic Learning” by Audrey Rule, Journal of Authentic Learning 

Volume 3, Number 1, August 2006, Pp. 1-10. 



Anecdotal Evidence: 
Authentic 

-"I am so impressed with how actively 
engaged your third grade students 
were engaged in writing.  You 
provided choices for them to write 
independently, cooperatively, and/or 
with technology.  Their stamina, focus 
on application of the mini-lesson in 
using signal words for cause and 
effect, and actual performance 
demonstrates the community of 
readers and writers in the classroom."!

"Our district would definitely 
benefit from… aligning reading 
and writing. Utilizing one mentor 
text would not only save time, 
but make the experience more 
meaningful for our students."  



Student-Centered 
“…student-centered environments emphasize supportive 
relationships between students and teachers in 
academic environments that are challenging, relevant, 
collaborative, student-directed, and connected to real-
life situations. Students are assessed on their mastery 
of knowledge and skills and have multiple 
opportunities to demonstrate that mastery. Educators 
are supported in creating a student-centered learning 
environment through opportunities for reflection, 
collaboration, and leadership.” 

-Student Centered Schools: Closing the Opportunity Gap Case Study,  
Stanford Center for Opportunity Policy in Education (2014)   



Anecdotal Evidence: 
Student-Centered 

“You made significant 
improvement in your 
conferencing and taking 
anecdotal notes as a 
formative assessment 
which was your goal 
based on our last 
collaborative session."!

"You have 
really 
empowered 
your 
students.” !

"The students were actively engaged throughout the lesson.” !



Sustained Professional 
Development 

         Clinics Articulation  



In Progress… 
•  Curriculum mapping to align reading and 
writing strategies instruction, with Common 
Core Problem Solving in grades K-5 

•  Nonfiction texts to broaden students’ 
knowledge base, and make interdisciplinary 
connections 

•  Informational writing forms as a means 
for demonstrating student understanding of 
content 


