
 
                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kansas History 
Museum Field Trip 

 
Kirsten Conrad & Gabe Hayes 
 
 The Maple Hill Elementary students 
and staff went to the Kansas Museum of 
History in Topeka, Kansas on 
Wednesday, August 31. We visited the 
museum before it closed for 
renovations. While we were there, we 
learned about our history and the 
important places and people of Kansas. 
Also, while there, we played bingo and 
went hiking. To finish our visit, the K-5 
students had a picnic lunch together. 
We all had a great time and are looking 
forward to visiting the museum again 
when it reopens after the renovations.  
 

Culpepper and Merriweather 
Circus 
 
Liam Maxfield 
 
Students and staff from Maple Hill 
Elementary joined Alma Elementary in 
Alma to watch the Culpepper and 
Merriweather Circus raise the big tent. An 
employee talked to us about how they put 
the tent up and what it is like to be a part 
of the circus. After the tent was up, we 
got to see the lion and tigers that are in 
the circus.  They also had ponies, horses, 
and dogs traveling with the circus. 
Several of the students went to the 
performance later that night. 
 
 

Fun and Exciting things happening at MHES in 2022-23! 
Here at MHES, we try to incorporate some creative ideas to help keep our students excited about 
learning! One of the really cool things we do is to offer our students a chance to be involved in an 
enrichment center two or three times a month. Each staff member in the building decides on an 
activity that they would like to share with the students. The centers are based off of staff interests 
and things we think the students would get excited about. This year, the centers being offered are: 
book club, drawing club, agriculture, zoology, robots and Legos, nutrition, and news club. Each 
quarter the students will select a different activity to learn more about.  Here is the first edition of 
the student created newsletter! 
 
Meet the new staff 
 
Derryk Trummer, Cyler Orton, Brayden Eastman, & Mrs. Mumpower 
 
MHES saw many new faces to the staff this year. Dr. Troy Pitsch joined the Charger Family and is 
our new superintendent. He has been in the education field for 22 years. He actually lived in the 
area as a child and is happy to be back! Robert Schawo is the new principal for the elementary 
buildings. He has been involved in education for the past 23 years primarily as an elementary 
teacher. He has a passion for ancient history and reading. Cheryl Hurla is the new MHES secretary. 
She is new to education, but has been a lifelong resident of Wabaunsee County and graduated 
from WHS. She is excited to join the MHES family and help out wherever she can! Monica Lopez-
Reece is the new 1st grade teacher. She is entering her 19th year in teaching and is looking forward 
to our Charger Family experience! Maddie Bird is our new teacher’s aide and preschool para. She 
attended MHES and is excited to be living back closer to her family and preparing for her upcoming 
wedding. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Types of Transportation Used by MHES Students 
 
Abbey Stone, Ben Garrison, & Addie Bryan 
 
This is the MHES transportation article. I went around the classrooms asking students how they 
got home after school. Here are the results. 
 

 
There are a lot of different ways students are leaving MHES at the end of the day! Sometimes 
they leave or transport a different way on different days so they were asked to pick their most 
frequent choice. Everyone gets back home fine no matter what happens.  

The Shakespeare 
Festival began 
September 23rd! 
 
Josh Moser 
 
The play this year was Othello. It was 
held at Sir Williams Hollow, 28170 Mt. 
Calvary Rd.,St. Mary’s, KS. You can 
enjoy good food, games, horse rides, 
shops and the play of course!  All the 
activities are included in your 
admission cost. Next year, you should 
try to come to the Shakespeare 
Festival! It’s usually held near the end 
of September or beginning of October.  
 
 

Vote Yes! 
 

2022 Bond Issue 
 
Cyler Orton 
 
A high school, junior high, and elementary 
school all in one school is what USD 329 is 
trying to do with their latest bond. It will be 
built in Alma, Kansas. The school is 18 million 
dollars. This bond will make it easier for 
teachers to work together to make the best out 
of everything. We would have an art room, 
lunch room, and a music room. It’s better for 
everyone. November 8th is voting time, so 
please vote yes so your children could have 
an amazing education at USD 329. 
 

 


