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Registration Now Open! 
 
Who can participate? Current students  
going into grades 5-8 at Lyme, Belleville-

Henderson, Copenhagen, LaFargeville, Sack-
ets Harbor, and Alexandria Central Schools. 

 
What is it? A week long summer day camp 
run by Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jeffer-
son County made possible through the Fort 
Drum RISE grant. 

What’s it about? Hands on STEM activities, 
career exploration, & Fun!   

 - Drone Technology 

 - Forensic Science 

 -  Alternative Energy 

When & Where? Camp will run from 9 A.M. 
to 3 P.M. at Lyme Central School. Transpor-
tation will be provided to Lyme from Belleville-

Henderson, Copenhagen, LaFargeville, Sack-
ets Harbor, and Alexandria Central Schools. 

 
Camp is FREE and lunch will be provided! 

See your school guidance counselor  
for a registration form! 

Our first Fort Drum RISE 

STEM Night was a huge 

success! We had more 

than 100 students and 

parents in attendance at 

Copenhagen CSD. 

Families enjoyed a meal together and then 

participated in hands-on STEM activities 

sponsored by the school and Cornell Coop-

erative Extension of Jefferson County. There 

was information on preparing financially for 

college and information about the many  

accomplishments of the RISE grant. 

 

Upcoming RISE STEM Nights: 

4/25- Belleville-Henderson 

5/2 Alexandria Bay CSD 

5/16-LaFargeville 

 



 
Saving for College with a 

New York 529 Plan 

A 529 plans is an investment account that can 
be used for higher-education savings. The 
name came from Section 529 of the Internal 
Revenue Code, which specifies the plan's tax 
advantages. A 529 plan is a powerful savings 
vehicle because of the tax savings. Your earn-
ings grow federally tax-deferred, qualified 
withdrawals are tax-free, and some states 
(like New York) have additional tax benefits. 
 

Nearly anyone can open a 529 account. Par-
ents, grandparents, other relatives, and even 
friends —as long as they’re a U.S. citizen or a 
resident alien. As an account owner, you can 
pick your investments, assign a beneficiary, 
and determine how the money is used. There 
are saving options for every level of investor. 
Your choices will depend on how comfortable 
you are with risk and when you expect your 
student to need the money. You can start sav-
ing with as little as a $25 dollar initial invest-
ment.  
 

Money from a  529 plan can be used to pay 
tuition at any qualified higher-education insti-
tution. It can also be used to pay for books, 
supplies, some computer equipment, soft-
ware, and certain room and board fees. 529 
plans sponsored by the State of New York can 
be used by students to attend any eligible ed-
ucational institution (including eligible trade 
and vocational schools) in the United States 
or abroad. For more information on 529 plans 
visit www.nysaves.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
College Field Trips! 

 

Thanks to funding from the Fort Drum RISE 
grant students from Alexandria Bay, Bellville-

Henderson, Copenhagen, LaFargeville, Lyme, 
and Sackets Harbor Central Schools visited 
St. John Fisher and Nazareth colleges. Stu-
dents toured both campuses, met with college 
student ambassadors, and participated in an 
informational session at each school. 



 
 

FREE Tuition at SUNY and CUNY Schools! 
 

In what proponents are calling a historic move, New York Governor Andrew Cuomo and 
state legislative leaders announced that tuition will be free at the City University of New York 
(CUNY) and State University of New York Systems (SUNY) for families with annual incomes 
up to $125,000. 
 

The plan will be phased in over three years, starting in the fall of 2017 with new students 
from families with incomes up to $100,000. The governor's office estimates that nearly 
940,000 families in the State will be eligible. Students who receive free tuition will be re-
quired to live and work in New York for the same number of years they received the grants. 
If they don’t the grants would convert to student loans.  
 

In addition to free tuition at SUNY and CUNY schools, a new grant program will be estab-
lished for students who choose to attend private colleges in New York State. Private school 
students are eligible for a $3,000 scholarship if their private college agrees to match the 
grant and to freeze tuition for the duration of a student's grant. 
 

 

Source: www.insidehighered.com 



 
 

Student Success!  
 

 

RISE COURSES 
 

Computer Science 
Summer Health 

Human Anatomy 
Nutrition 

 
 

See Your Guidance  
Counselor to Sign Up! 

 

FAFSA DAYS! 
 

Thanks to our partnership with Northern Credit 
Union (NCU) we were invited us to setup a FAF-
SA information table at several of their branch 
offices during the month of March. We were also 
on the radio and TV promoting the event. To-
gether with NCU we were able to raise aware-
ness around the importance of completing the 
FAFSA, provide on-on-one support filling out the 
FAFSA, and answer questions about preparing 
financially for college. NCU has been a wonder-
ful partner in supporting our mission to provide 
financial education to students. On April 12th 
NCU was awarded the, It Takes a Community 
Award,” for their ongoing support of RISE’s Mad 
City Money initiative. 

 

  

 

 

 

Kylie Guyette is a 
senior at Copen-
hagen Central 
School. Because 
of the RISE grant 
she has been ex-
posed to many 
opportunities to 
enhance her 
STEM learning 
and has decided 
to attend St. John 
Fisher and study 
biology.  

She hopes to work in the medical field 
someday. “Copenhagen is a great school 
that allows students to connect one-on-

one with their teachers because of its 
size,” said Kylie. Since she is interested in 
studying science in college, Kylie has de-
veloped a special bond with Copenha-
gen’s science department.   

 

Kylie was able to take AP Bio and Nutrition 
thanks to the RISE grant. “I wanted a chal-
lenge, AP bio is a rigorous course, which 
will help me significantly in my college ma-
jor,” said Kylie.  She added, “the nutrition 
course has helped me learn more about 
the human body and since I will be enter-
ing some kind of medical field job it will be 
nice to have some background behind it.” 

 

Thanks to the RISE grant students at Co-
penhagen, Alexandria Bay, Belleville-

Henderson, LaFargeville, Lyme and Sack-
ets Harbor have been exposed to wonder-
ful learning opportunities in STEM educa-
tion. Kylie is just one example of many sto-
ries of success across the six schools.  

 
 

 
 

 


