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This past summer four 
journalism students, 
including Makenna 
Dishman (11), Madelyn 
Menke (10), Hannah 
Carptner-McNew (11), 
and Angelina Denny 
(10) went to Harding 
Unvierstiy in Searcy for 
yearbook camp. Over 
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Jennifer Ben (11) went to 
Mayflower, Arkansas to 
represent our school. HOBY 
helped her learn leadership 
skills and how to serve our 
community.

Jackson Chambers (12) traveled 
to Mexico, where he got to 
snorkel down Cancun. "I had a 
lot of fun and it was so beautiful 
down there." Chambers said.

Sydney Gray (10) visited 
Scotland where she got to see 
her dad who is currently active 
on duty for the military. 

Ava Garcia (9) went to Los 
Angeles, California where she 
went shopping and visited the 
Hollywood walk of fame. 

HATE SUMMER?
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"I loved summer, because I 
had free time from school. 
Also, I got to hangout with all 
my friends." 

"I hated my summer, it was 
so boring. I didn't get a job 
so I was so disappointed." 

"I enjoyed my summer 
because it was my first year at 
a public school, so it was nice 
to have a break." 
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by Kyana Webster & Ava Armstrong

YEARBOOK 
CAMP

three days the jourmalists practiced photography, 
editing skills, and brainstormed ideas for the 2020 
yearbook. Denny focused more on the photography 
side, "We learned about setting cameras such as 
ISO, aperture,  and shuttle speed. I had a lot of fun, 
because I learned more about being experimental with 
photos." Denny said. In addition to participating in 
team building activities, the journalist met with an aritst 
to design the cover, met with a yearbook rep to plan 
the budgetand dealines. They attented workshops 
covering the topics of design, leadership, caption 
writing, photography, coverage, etc. "It was really fun 
to bond with other memebers of the staff and really get 
to know them," Denny said. 

by Chance Nelson
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  his summer, while other students  
   were relaxing and on vacation, 
Braxton    Barranco (12) was at Basic 
Training in Benning, Georgia. He decided 
that serving his country was more import-
ant than spending long days at the lake or 
on the beach. "I feel like it is my job as an 
American to put my life at risk for the free-
dom and safety we have in this country." 
Braxton said, when asked what led him to 
go to Basic. 
 Later on in our interview he also admits 
that it was hard to adjust to the lifestyle 
and doing physical labor work every day 
in the heat. Having no contact with loved 
ones and the outside world only added to 
the difficulty.  Though there were some 
struggles along the way, Braxton felt as 
though it was worth it. In his own words, "I 
definitely learned that freedom is not free, 
everything has a price. Basic showed me 
that I have been taking things for granted, 
now I appreciate and am thankful for every 
little thing." 

 At our school we have recruiters that will 
help you if you are interested in going into 
the Military. Not only does Basic Training 
teach you to have respect it also teaches 
you to have self-discipline. 
 When asked to give advice to anyone in-
terested in going to Basic Training, Braxton 
was quick to respond, "If you plan on going 
to Basic, wait until you graduate and enjoy 
your summers off with family while you still 
can. Spend time with your friends, try to do 
push-ups and run more, It will be easier. 
Last but not least try to get your self a rou-
tine of waking up at four in the morning."  

by Bailey Bearden

DEALIN' 
WITH THE 

HEAT

Not So Basic Summer  
"I feel as though it is my 
job as an American to 
put my life at risk for the 
freedom and safety we 
have in this country."

The Banner 
September 20, 2019

by  Whitney Mann

"I get water to help me stay 
cool. I also stay inside with 
the air conditioning because 
I don't like the heat."

"I usually just wear light 
clothing. I also eat and drink 
cold things."

Tanila Roy (10)

Morgan Wylie (11)

"Dealing with the heat is pretty 
easy for me because I enjoy 
being warm. When it gets too 
hot I just stay inside." 

Ava Armstrong (10)

photo submitted by Braxton Barranco 
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, by Irelynn Mackey

It looks like a college, very 
big. The stairs are a bit to 
much, but I love the new 
water fountains. 

Kiya Williams (11) 

There is a lot of stairs, I 
really like the bathrooms 
though. The Bear 
Necessities needs to be 
open more because I 
want some cookies. 

Cohl Abernathy (11) 

FIRST DAY
JITTERS 

by Whitney Mann

"After the summer, I was 
ready to come to school 
and get good grades. 
I wasn't nervous, just 
ready to see the people 
I didn't see over the 
summer."

Ramauri Boone (11)

Krysta Larkan (10)

"The first day was 
confusing because I 
didn't know where to go. 
I definitely don't enjoy 
the stairs. I was nervous 
but excited to see my 
friends." 

"I woke up prepared 
for the day and luckily I 
wasn't nervous." 

Taylor Burns (9)

A Bear Necessity 
This year, if you're traveling 
through the new building you 
might come across Bear Ne-
cessities. This store comes 
from the minds of Mr. Guffey 
and Mrs. Camp and their small 
business students. Mr. Guffey 
is very excited to finally get 
this rolling after a survey two 
years ago started the idea. 

by Chance Nelson 
photos by Madisen Murphy

This gives students in their class-
es the opportunity to get real expe-
rience in business and work. "It's 
pretty entertaining to work here. 
It's better than actually sitting tho-
rugh class, but at the same time it 
really prepares me for working in 
the real world," Isaiah Manes (12) 
said. 
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by  Kyana Webster & Ava Armstrong 

 Every year we have several students coming from all over the world. 
Many of theses students are leaving their families behind to come and learn 
in America. It must be hard to leave your family behind but also think about 
how much you can learn and experience in America. 
 One of the students we have this year is Ines Brun (10), who is 
coming from France. Brun expresses to us that everything in Arkansas is 
different than in France such as the weather and food. "I miss my family and 
friends very much, but my favorite thing about being here would be the food,"  
Bruns said.  
 She decided to come to America to learn English and to learn the 
different things we have here. Students who come here often feel odd or 
different than everyone else here but once they get use to it they end up 

GRIZ Z ZONE ‘19
September 27- Blue Out 
October 4- Jersey Night 
October 11- White Out 
October 18- Pink Out 
October 25- Purge Night 
November 1- Hawaiian Night 
November 8- Superhero Night 

WHAT MAKES A GOOD 
STUDENT? 

"Paying attention and 
having good behavior 
in class. Also being 
respectful to your peers 
and teachers."

"A good student is 
someone who is very 
diligent, reasonable, and 
responsible. They study 
daily and not the night 
before."

Braden Crowley (9) Jermaury Gaddy (12)

by Kyana 
Webster

ACROSS

liking it here. 
 Marina Cambra (11) is another one of students coming here from 
a different country. Cambra is coming from Spain, although she loves her 
home she also likes it here in Arkansas. "Since day one I have  met a lot 
of nice people every day that were interested about my country and my 
culture," Cambra said. 
 Futher into our interview we learn that in Spain they do not have 
clubs, sports, or even homecoming and prom. One of the many reasons 
she likes it here is because she can experience things she cannot in Spain.  
 Sometimes we often do not recongize how hard it is to be away 
from your family and your friends. Although she is having trouble adapting 
here she is very thankful that there are people here who always try to put a 
smile on her face. Let's try to make them feel welcome by saying hi or even 
a nice smile will help. 

TH
EWORLD
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Bear Fest
This year's Bear Fest was held on Saturday, August 24th, where all day 
long volleyball and football games were held for grades 7-12, as well as 
cheer team and band. While Bear Fest is a great way to get students to 
come and support the school,  it's also a way to raise money for the Athlet-
ic Trainer. Blakely Baker (12) enjoyed her time at Bear Fest, while playing 
flute for the band. "My favorite part about being at Bear Fest was playing 
in the stands and seeing all the spirit and excitement for the upcoming 
football games," said Baker. Bear Fest is an event where the community of 
Sherwood comes together to show spirit and to root for the football team. 

by Chance Nelson
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)"I prepare for the 

season by waking 
up at four a.m. and 
go to the gym. I think 
this year, the team 
will win some and 
lose some, but we 
are all trying to stay 
positive." 

"I prepare for the 
season by showing 
up to all summer 
practices to push 
myself to get 
better. We have a 
chance of going all 
the way this year if 
we just try." 

"I prepare for 
the season by 
preforming my 
hardest in prac-
tice, working hard 
all summer, and 
getting my body 
prepared season 
to come."

Preparing for the Season by Kyana Webster

All We Do is Win
On August 19, 2019 our Bears football team went up against Greenbrier. We won 
with a score 28-23. Several of our players, such as Jessie Watson (grade) and Myles 
Gather (12) scored touchdowns. Although we may have won, there are some things 
that they could have improved or did better. Many great things can happen at a 
scrimmage, such as learning what can be improved and which things they do best. 
"I thought we learned a lot about our team at the scrimmage," Coach Withrow said. 
"Our offensive executions need some improvements and I thought our defense played 
really well at times." Lets support our bears by having school spirits and showing up 
to football games.

by Brittney Allen

photos by Brittney Allen

SPORTS

photo by Angelina Denny 
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Meet The Volleyball Players

Upcoming 
Events

Their Last Year
by Alexis Billings 

Paeton Tucker (12)

"I feel sad that this is my last year, but 
I'm glad to be able to end my high 
school volleyball career with this team. I 
do plan on playing volleyball in college 
because I love the sport. 

Meredith West (12) 

"I feel excited that I get to play this 
year with a great team and coach. 
I'm sad that it's my last year ever 
playing volleyball. If I get a scholar-
ship or it it's an option I might play 
volleyball in college." 

9/24: JV,V Volleyball @home 5 p.m.
9/26: JV, V Volleyball @White Hall 5 p.m.
9/27: Varsity Football @Pine Bluff 7p.m.
10/1: JV, V Volleyball @home 5 p.m.
10/3: JV, V Volleyball @Parkview 5 p.m.
10/4: Varsity Football @home 7 p.m.
10/8: JV, V Volleyball @home 4:30 p.m.
10/10: JV,V Volleyball @Jacksonville 6 p.m. 
10/11: Varsity Football @Marion 7 p.m.
10/15: JV, V Volleyball @home 5 p.m. (Se-
nior Night) 
10/18: Varsity Football @home 7 p.m.
10/25: Varsity Football @home 7 p.m. (Se-
nior Night) 
11/1: Varsity Football @Jonesboro 7 p.m.
11/8: Varsity Football @Searcy 7 p.m.

"I think we are going to have 
a great season. My favorite 

thing about this sport is that 
it is so positive and every-

one is so supportive." 

"This season is going to be 
different. In the past I could 
feel tension between play-

ers but this year we're like a 
team. My favorite part about 
this team is that there is al-

ways room for improvement." 

"I feel like this team is going 
to have a great season, we've 

come a long way since last 
year. My favorite part about the 
team is the bond that we have 

together, whenever someone is 
down, we pick them back up."
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by Alexis Billings
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Monthly
Music

GOALS FOR THIS YEAR 
"To not get stressed out about 
school because it has been a prob-
lem in the past." 

"My goal for this year is to be a 
better person than I was in the 
past. I would like to get better 

grades then I have gotten in the 
past."

"My goals for this year are to get 
into the Air Force, to get good 
grades, and to have fun my last 
year of high school." 

Faith Maynard (9) 

Cherokee Reed (11) 

Madisen Murphy (12)

by Bailey Bearden

WHAT'S YOUR STRANGE
OBSESSION? 

"Cereal, because 
it's good and I have 
been eating it since 
I was young." 
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"My strange ob-
session is license 
plate, they are so 
interesting to me."
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"My obsession would be 
the band "The Beatles, 
I grew up listening to 
them with my dad. so I 
know all of their songs." 
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by Irelynn Mackey 

K-Pop group Everglow recently 
had their first comeback since 
their debut with the song Adios. 
As someone who was a big fan 
of their debut song, I had high 
hopes for this release and was 
not disappointed. My favorite part 
of the song would have to be 
Mia's part in the second chorus 
as it just suits her well. However, 
the song gained mixed reactions 
from  fans, some not enjoying the 
beat drop and just not being a fan 
of the overall sound of the song. I 
would rate this song a 6.5/10. 
Taylor Swift is also back with her 
new song, Lover. This song has 
the same feeling as some of her 
older music and I think it's just a 
really pretty song. The music vid-
eo is also beautiful and suits the 
song well. It wasn't exactly what I 
expected from her but overall still 
a solid release. I would rate this 
one 6/10. 
     Though I know that I'm biased 
in saying this, by far the beat re-
cent release has got to be People 
by The 1975. The thing that I love 
the most about their music is 
that you never know what they're 
going to release, so I had no idea 
what to expect and was pleasantly 
surprised. It's a loud dance-punk 
track, with lyrics discussing topics 
such as climate change and cap-
italism. Overall, this song would 
get an 8/10. 

by Ava Arnstrong
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by Bailey Bearden

WHAT'S SOMETHING WE CAN IMPROVE

What's Your Favorite. . .
Whats the newest trends? 
Nike air Max 90, this is one 
of Nike's newest releases
The Max is one of my 
favorite line of shoes from 
Nike, and theses are 
definitley a statement peice
and can clash easily if you 
don't wear something simple with it. Overall 
it's a nice pair of shoes, the colors are wild 
but nice and well used. Another great trend 
that is new would be the Van set of camo 
like-line. It comes with camo shoes, camo 
shirt, and also camo pants. The Cordura Old 
Skool would be my top choice. The colors 
are mellow and simple but still unique, if that 
is what you are looking for. Fila Disruptors S 
Low Salmon is the newest shoe for Fila. The 
Disruptors have become extremely popular 
shoes and many different designs have been 
made based on the orginal. Thick Platforms 
have made a comback, and Filas are a nice 
and safe choice for this type of shoe. 

Our Tip to You: Thrifting is always a fun way to 
find good and vintage clothing and shoes, but 
sometimes these thrift stores can be a bit pricey. 
The best alternative to this money problem is 
Goodwill. There's always new clothes to find there 
and it's extremely affordable. A lot of the clothes 
are different and most of the time, you won't find 
seomone wearing the same thing.

Off the Cuff
by Angelina Denny

LIFESTYLE

Holiday? Christmas 

Teacher? Mr. Olberts

YouTuber? Logan Paul

Class? Lunch

Song? I Don't Care by Ed Sheeran 

Color? Purple

Food? Brisket sandwhich 

by Whitney Mann & Irelynn Mackey

ABOUT OUR SCHOOL?by Irelynn Mackey and Essence Mays

"I would improve the dress-
code, amount of time we 
have to get to class, and the 
temperature of the class-
rooms. I think these things 
have a large impact on the 
school environment." 

"To be able to use the elevators, 
we should also fix the clocks 
on the third floor because it is 
different from every other clock 
and it makes me late to my first 
period class. Also, the bells 
never ring on time."

Mykhia Brown (9) Jenelly Perera (11)

Roberto Garcia (12)

Kyana Webster (10)

Holiday? Christmas 

Teacher? Coach James

YouTuber? N/A

Class? Choir

Song? Nurse's Office by 
Melanie Martinez

Color? Pink

Food? Pasta
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ACT DATES
Test Date

Oct. 26, 2019

Dec. 14, 2019

Feb. 8, 2019

Apr. 4, 2020

June 13, 2020

July 18, 2020 

The Banner is published monthly by the journalism 
students at Sylvan Hills High School. The Banner 

does not discriminate against anyone base on race, 
gender, religion, nationality, or orientation. The 

Banner is a member of Arkansas Scholastic Press 
Association and Quill and Scroll.

SNAPCHAT                    INSTAGRAM
shhsbanner                           grizzzone

FACEBOOK                        TWITTER
sylvanhills.highschool         sylvanhillshigh

      SCHOOL WEBSITE
     shhs.pcssd.org

Deadline

Sept. 20, 2019 

Nov. 8, 2019

Jan. 10, 2020

Feb. 28, 2020

May 8, 2020 

June 19, 2020 

Late Deadline

    Oct. 4, 2019 

    Nov. 22, 2019 

    Jan. 17, 2020 
  

    Mar. 13, 2020 
   

    May 22, 2020

    June 26, 2020 

Tonia Weatherford

If you have any questions or comments 
please email ballen5506@stu.pcssd.org


