
Naloxone Policy

In accordance with Arkansas Code § 17-92- 101(16), and to reduce the morbidity and
mortality of opioid overdoses among students, staff, and school community members,
Arkansas Arts Academy school district has chosen to stock NARCAN® Nasal Spray
(naloxone HCL) for use in emergencies. The purpose of this policy is to establish
guidelines and procedures governing the utilizations of the opioid antagonist naloxone
administered by staff members of Arkansas Arts Academy.

Arkansas Arts Academy will stock the opioid antagonist naloxone on each campus to
treat a case of suspected opioid overdose in a school setting. Any trained nurse or staff
member may administer an opioid antagonist, during an emergency, to any student or
staff suspected of having an opioid-related drug overdose whether or not there is a
previous history of opioid abuse. Naloxone will be administered in good faith when the
staff member professionally believes there is an opioid-related emergency. No school
staff member shall be liable for civil damages which may result from acts of omissions
relating to the use of the opioid antagonist which may constitute ordinary negligence;
nor shall the school personnel be subject to criminal prosecution which may result from
acts or omissions in the good faith administration of an opioid antagonist.  This immunity
does not apply to acts or omissions constituting gross negligence or willful or wanton
conduct.  No staff member shall be subject to penalty or disciplinary action for refusing
to be trained in the administration of an opioid antagonist.

The campus nurse will be responsible for obtaining doses of naloxone for their campus
from a local pharmacy or from the Arkansas Department of Health depending upon
availability.

A naloxone emergency kit will be prepared for use on both campuses. The kit will
include:
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-Naloxone 4 mg/0.1 mL intranasal spray (box contains two doses)
-Latex-free exam gloves
-Mask/barrier device
-Instructions for administration

Naloxone will be stored in the health offices on both campuses. Staff will be informed
where the naloxone kit can be found in case of an emergency. Naloxone will be stored
in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions to avoid extreme cold, heat, and direct
sunlight. Naloxone will be discarded when expired and new doses will be obtained.

In case of a suspected opioid overdose, school nurse teachers or other trained staff
shall follow the protocols outlined in the naloxone training:

-Call 911
-Administer rescue breathing
-Prepare and administer naloxone
-Alert the school crisis response team
-Continue rescue breathing
-Give another dose of naloxone in 3 minutes if no response or minimal breathing

or responsiveness
-Naloxone wears off in 30-90 minutes, which necessitates definitive medical care
-Provide comfort, but be aware; patients can wake up agitated after receiving

naloxone
-Ensure patient is transported to the emergency department
-Document emergency details
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