
Unofficial Minutes 
 
November 18, 2019 
Wabaunsee USD 329 
District Office 
6:00 pm 
 

Board President, Justin Frank called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All 
Board members were present. 

Cross Country coach Roger Alderman, reported on the boys’ and girl’s teams.  Both placed 10th in state 
competition, with this being the 3rd year in a row for the boys.  In addition, Rebekah Stuhlsatz made All State.  He 
thanked the Board for their support.  Volleyball coach Tracy Capoun, reported on the team’s accomplishments.  
They placed 1st in State and enjoyed many successes this season. Some of these were: All State Team First 
Team-Laurel Barber, Lauren Schutter and Second Team Alexis Hafenstine; All Tournament Team at State- 
Megan Strait, Lauren Schutter; Mid-East League-Megan Strait, Laurel Barber, Alexis Hafenstine, Lauren 
Schutter, Maddie Wertzberger (Honorable Mention).  On behalf of the team, Laurel Barber thanked everyone for 
supporting their team. 

Principals submitted written reports.  Mr. Weisshaar reported on the numbers for HS winter sports.  He 
also shared that the K-State band is planned to be present at the HS games on January 31st.  Mr. Oliver reported 
the 8th grade had toured Manhattan Area Technical College.  With assistance from Tom Watkins-Wabaunsee 
County NRCS, Wabaunsee County Farm Bureau, and Farm Credit, lunches were provided for the students.  Mr. 
Craghead informed the Board, 107.7 called and said Mrs. Heine was selected to be "Teacher of the 
Month" this month.  They have awarded her with a Crystal Apple, will be coming out to Maple Hill 
to interview her and her students, and qualifies Maple Hill Elementary for a possible gift of $1000.   

Written reports were submitted by Maintenance/Transportation Director Freddie Johnson 
and Technology Director Josh Nisly. 
 Board member Don Frank moved to approve the consent agenda which included:  Approve Minutes 
of the October 14, 2019 Regular Meeting; Approve payment of bills; Accept “Truth Revisited:  Unchanging 
Truth for Changing Times” by Ron Schultz ($13.95 value) for the WHS Library; Recognize State Cross 
Country teams and Volleyball State Championship Team.  Board member Oliver seconded.  Motion carried 
7-0 
 Jessica Lindsley, Auditor with Varney & Associates, presented the 18-19 CPA Audit.  She reported it  
was a clean audit and any recommendations that had been presented last year, had policies put in place to 
address those recommendations.  Board member Conrad moved to accept the Audit for the 18-19 School 
Year.  Board member Murray seconded.  Motion carried 7-0 
 Facilities Committee meeting update-Mr. Starnes thanked members of the facilities committee for 
their willingness to serve on the committee.  Committee spokesperson Robin Schuckman, introduced some 
of the members who were present, and reviewed the areas they represented.  He reported the committee 
had looked at all the options presented to them for review, and were unable to come to an agreement on 
recommending one of those options to the Board for a bond issue. The committee then proposed an 11th 
Option, which includes:  close Paxico MS, close Maple Hill Elementary School, move 7/8 to Wabaunsee High 
School (new roof/partial HVAC/electric/minor renovations), convert WHS kitchen to a cooking kitchen, 
replace gym floor at Paxico, replace gym floor at original high school, add gym divider curtain in new high 
school gym, move MHES/AES onto current JH site create Wabaunsee Elementary School, move district 
office/possibly day care to Annex, remove original AES, remove original WJH, remove PMS, remove 
modulars, new classrooms (Pre-K-6), new roof/HVAC at new portions of JH.  After receiving information 
from HTK on the 11th option, the committee came to a unanimous vote, to recommend this option to the 
Board for a Bond Issue at the April 2020 election.  Mr. Schuckman presented many reasons supporting their 
recommendation for Option 11, as well as explanations for not supporting Options 1-10.  There was much 
discussion, and the Board felt they were not prepared to vote on an option at this time. The Board feels 
they need more time to discuss the recommendation.  Clayton Kelley with Piper Jaffray, presented 
information on bonds, reviewed mill rates, tax increases, interest rates, and financing options. Board 



member Hess moved to table voting on a bond option to the next regular meeting.  Conrad seconded.  
Motion carried 7-0 
 Board member Justin Frank, shared he does not plan on attending the December KASB meeting in in 
Wichita. 
 Mr. Starnes addressed the Board on the importance of communication to the public.  He 
recommended using Cogent to assist with a plan to get information to the patrons on the proposed bond 
issue, so they can make an educated vote.  Board member Conrad moved to utilize Cogent to a maximum 
of $5,000.00 for assistance with public relations.  Justin Frank seconded.  Motion carried 6-1. Jerome Hess 
abstained equaling a No vote. 
 At 7:53 pm, board member Justin Frank moved to go into executive session to discuss an individual 
employee’s performance pursuant to non-elected personnel exception under KOMA, and the open meeting 
will resume in the board room at 8:08 pm.  Board member Murray seconded.  Motion carried 7-0.  Mr. 
Starnes was included in the session.  The Board reconvened at 8:08 pm.  At 8:08 pm, Justin Frank moved to 
go into executive session to discuss an individual employee’s performance pursuant to non-elected 
personnel exception under KOMA, and the open meeting will resume in the board room at 8:13 pm.  Hajny 
seconded.  Motion carried 7-0.  Mr. Starnes was not included in the session.  The Board reconvened at 8:13 
pm. 
 Board member Conrad moved to approve Substitute Classified Staff-Melissa Bolinder; Approve 
Employment-Garrett Eck-WHS Boys’ Assistant Basketball Coach, Brandi Miller-WHS Girls Assistant 
Basketball Coach (contingent upon numbers of girls), Bus Volunteers-Kent Watson and Emily Carmona; 
Resignation-Jess Rutledge-WHS Boys’ Assistant Baseball Coach; Retirement-Lori Zeller-AES/WHS Cook.  
Oliver seconded.  Motion carried 7-0 
 Superintendent Forum-Mr. Starnes reviewed the findings of the KSDE Audit.  In addition, there was 
discussion on the tower, as the district will be finished with Nex-Tech in February and will no longer need 
the tower.  Board member Conrad shared he has received several compliments from patrons, on Norma 
Burris and the fantastic job she is doing as custodian at Paxico Middle School.  He commended her for a job 
well done.  He also recognized Tracy Capoun for receiving “2A Coach of the Year” award.  Board member 
Murray shared he believes the lights at the tower are not on, and asked if that could be checked out.  Board 
member Oliver  expressed her concern that she feels there is a need to further discuss facilities before 
voting on an option for a bond issue.  Board member Frank encouraged members to email their thoughts, 
questions, and concerns to Mr. Starnes so he can compile a list to email back to the Board.  Justin Frank 
moved to schedule a Special Board Meeting for Facilities Planning at 6:00 pm on Monday, December 2 to 
be held at the District Office.  Murray seconded.  Motion carried 7-0.   
Board member Justin Frank requested a thank you be sent to City Marshall, Rich Johnson. There was an 
area on Highway 99 he felt was deteriorating and was posing a safety issue for our students , busses, and 
staff traveling to the schools.   Mr. Johnson assisted in communicating to the state, the section of the 
highway that needed to be patched.  The area has been repaired. 
 Board member Justin Frank moved to adjourn.  Conrad seconded.  Motion carried 7-0  The meeting 
adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
 
Submitted by Cheryl Zeller 
Clerk 


