
Competency: Analyzing narratives
Standard – RL.11‐12.1, RL.11‐12.2, RL.11‐12.3, RL.11‐12.4, RL.11‐12.5, RL.11‐12.6

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

I can decide how a motif or symbol is 
developed in a text through patterns of 
character behavior, events, or description, and 
explain its importance in relation to the central 
conflict of the text.

• Character 
• Climax
• Mood
• Plot
• Motif
• Setting 

• Symbol
• Tone
• Dialogue
• Description
• Motivation
• Diction 

3.0
I can analyze how an author chooses to 
develop and relate the organization, events, 
setting, and characters of a narrative

Resources

2.0

I can

• Annotate words and phrases that describe the 

setting of a text.

• Annotate sections of a text that develop characters 

through dialogue, description, or character action.

• Describe patterns of character behavior.

• Outline important events in a text.

• Summarize what is known about the characters in a 

text.

• Summarize how the setting of a text is portrayed by 

the author’s diction.

• Identify events that serve as the turning points or the 

climax of a narrative.

• I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
• Brown Girl Dreaming

• textbook

Evidence

Narrative Analysis project

ANALYZING NARRATIVES



Competency: Generating narratives 1

Standard – W.11‐12.2.D, W.11‐12.3, W.11‐12.3.A,CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.11‐12.3.B, W.11‐12.3.C, W.11‐12.3.D, W.11‐12.3.E

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
I can integrate multiple plot lines and points of view to create a 
narrative that represents the complexity of a conflict, an event, 
or a set of characters

• Character

• Conflict

• Resolution

• Setting

• Description

• Sensory language

• Verb

• Syntax

• Diction

• Dialogue

• Reflection

• Flashback

• Foreshadowing

• Narration

• Pacing

• Sequence
3.0

I can use description, sensory language, and precise 

details to create a vivid picture of characters, settings, 

and events in narratives

Resources

2.0

• Describe the difference between abstract and concrete 
language.
• Generate a list of sensory details that could describe a scene, 
image, or person.
• Give examples of descriptive metaphors and similes.
• Describe techniques that can be used to make writing more 
descriptive (such as using unique modifiers, descriptive verbs, 
figurative language).
• Annotate words or phrases that could be more descriptive in 
a draft or example text.
• Generate a list of descriptive details about a character, 
event, or setting.
• Use sensory language to describe a character, event, or 
setting.

• I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings

• Brown Girl Dreaming

• textbook

• Selected essays

Evidence

Narrative/memoir essay

GENERATING NARRATIVES



Competency: Generating narratives 2

Standard –W.11‐12.2.D, W.11‐12.3, W.11‐12.3.A,CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.11‐12.3.B, W.11‐12.3.C, W.11‐12.3.D, W.11‐12.3.E

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
I can Integrate multiple plot lines and points of view to create a 
narrative that represents the complexity of a conflict, an event, 
or a set of characters

• Character

• Conflict

• Resolution

• Setting

• Description

• Sensory language

• Verb

• Syntax

• Diction

• Dialogue

• Reflection

• Flashback

• Foreshadowing

• Narration

• Pacing

• Sequence
3.0

I can use dialogue and reflection to develop 

characters’ points of view

Resources

2.0

• Use a graphic organizer or outline to map out the traits or 
backgrounds of characters for a narrative.
• Identify different ways that dialogue can reveal character 
traits (such as through word choice, syntax, formality, humor).
• Properly format and punctuate dialogue.
• Introduce dialogue with dialogue tags.
• Use different patterns of speech for different characters.
• Describe how reflection can reveal the inner thoughts and 
conflicts of a character.

• I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings

• Brown Girl Dreaming

• textbook

• Selected essays

Evidence

Narrative/memoir essay

GENERATING NARRATIVES



Competency: Generating narratives 2

Standard – W.11‐12.2.D, W.11‐12.3, W.11‐12.3.A, W.11‐12.3.B, W.11‐12.3.C, W.11‐12.3.D, W.11‐12.3.E

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
I can Integrate multiple plot lines and points of view to create a 
narrative that represents the complexity of a conflict, an event, 
or a set of characters

• Character

• Conflict

• Resolution

• Setting

• Description

• Sensory language

• Verb

• Syntax

• Diction

• Dialogue

• Reflection

• Flashback

• Foreshadowing

• Narration

• Pacing

• Sequence
3.0

I can pace and organize narratives to create a smooth 

progression of experiences or events

Resources

2.0

•Introduce characters, events, and conflicts in a narrative in 
ways that create interest.
• Provide a logical conclusion or ending to a narrative.
• Create a storyboard or outline of the events that will occur in 
a narrative.
• Describe the purpose of flashbacks, flash-forwards, and 
foreshadowing.
• Alternate between summaries and descriptions of events in 
narratives.
• Alternate between narration, description, and dialogue in 
narratives

• I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings

• Brown Girl Dreaming

• textbook

• Selected essays

Evidence

Narrative/memoir essay

GENERATING NARRATIVES



Competency: Analyzing language

Standard – RL.11-12.2, .RL.11‐12.3, RL.11-12.5, RL.11-12.6, RL.11-12.7, W.11-12.9, SL.11-12.1, L.11-12.4, L.11-12.5

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
I can evaluate how an author uses patterns of word choice to 
reveal details about the characters, setting, events, ideas, or 
themes and why the author chose to use those patterns.

• Figurative language

• Allusion

• Imagery

• Metaphor

• Personification

• Symbol

• Context

• Diction

• Rhetoric

• Annotation

• Denotation
3.0

I can analyze the development of important terms 

throughout a text

Resources

2.0

•Highlight words or phrases repeated throughout a text.
• Annotate the text surrounding a repeated word or phrase for 
definitions or descriptions of the concept or idea.
• Describe how a word or phrase is illustrated or portrayed in 
different passages of a text.
• Describe possible connotative meanings of a repeated word 
or phrase.
• Compare how a word or phrase is used in a text to how it 
might be used in everyday life.
• Summarize the information a text gives about a word or 
phrase.

• The Tragedy of Macbeth

• Beowulf

• The Canterbury Tales

Evidence

Literary analysis: theme and soliloquy, essay, boast

TOPIC: ANALYZING LANGUAGE



Competency: Analyzing language

Standard – RL.11-12.2, .RL.11‐12.3, RL.11-12.5, RL.11-12.6, RL.11-12.7, W.11-12.9, SL.11-12.1, L.11-12.4, L.11-12.5

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
I can evaluate how an author uses patterns of word choice to 
reveal details about the characters, setting, events, ideas, or 
themes and why the author chose to use those patterns.

• Figurative language

• Allusion

• Imagery

• Metaphor

• Personification

• Symbol

• Context

• Diction

• Hyperbole

• Alliteration

• Annotation

• Denotation3.0
I can analyze the meaning and role of figurative 

language in context

Resources

2.0

• Annotate figurative language in a text.
• Describe examples of figurative language.
• Describe the connotations, feelings, or images that might be 
associated with an instance of figurative language.
• Explain possible meanings of figurative language.
• Annotate the text surrounding an instance of figurative 
language for clues about its meaning.
• Describe patterns in the use of figurative language in a text.

• The Tragedy of Macbeth

• Beowulf

• The Canterbury Tales

Evidence

Literary analysis: theme and soliloquy, essay, boast

TOPIC: ANALYZING LANGUAGE



Competency: Comparing text 2

Standard – RL.11-12.2, .RL.11‐12.3, RL.11-12.5, RL.11-12.6, RL.11-12.7, W.11-12.9, SL.11-12.1, L.11-12.4, L.11-12.5

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
I can decide how effectively a text reinterprets or transforms a 
source text to communicate something new about its themes, 
main ideas, characters, or events

• Theme

• Motif

• Plot

• Setting

• Source text

• Type here

3.0 I can analyze multiple interpretations of a text

Resources

2.0

• Describe important elements in a text (such as setting, plot, 
characters).
• Describe important elements in an interpretation of a source 
text.
• Compare the elements of a source text and its interpretation.
• Identify an element of a source text that seems to be 
emphasized by its interpretation (such as the sound of the 
language, the appearance of the characters, an event in the 
plot).
• Compare the experience of reading a source text to 
watching or listening to its interpretation.
• Generate a list of adjectives that could be used to describe a 
source text or its interpretation.
• Identify elements that are missing from or have been added 
to an interpretation of a source text.

• The Tragedy of Macbeth

• Beowulf

• The Canterbury Tales

Evidence

Film analysis

TOPIC: COMPARING TEXTS



Competency #x: AST1

Standard – RL.11-12.2, .RL.11‐12.3, RL.11-12.5, RL.11-12.6, RL.11-12.7, W.11-12.9, SL.11-12.1, L.11-12.4, L.11-12.5, W.11-
12.5, W.11-12.9, SL.11-12.2, SL.11-12.4

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

I can evaluate how the style and tone of a text 

differentiates a writer's approach to a topic or 

theme from the approach of another writer to the 

same topic or theme.

• Alliteration

• Imagery

• Details

• Connotation

• Denotation

• Repetition

• Diction
• Style

• Syntax

3.0

I can explain how an author's style impacts a 

reader's understanding of characters, events, and 

the resolution of the story.
Resources

2.0

I can:

• Describe the syntax, organization, dictions, and 

formality of a text

• Annotate rhetorical devices throughout a text

• List types of rhetorical devices and their purposes

• Describe the genre or form of a text

• Describe how the genre or form of a text affects 

the style of the text.

• Describe how language choices and rhetorical 

devices contribute to the style of a text.

• Describe how stylistic choices influence a 

readers' interpretation of a text's ideas, them, 

and/or characters.

• Frankenstein

Evidence

Analyzing Tone and Mood poster project

Author’s Purpose project 

TOPIC: ANALYZING STYLE AND TONE



Competency #x: AST2

Standard – RL.11-12.2, .RL.11‐12.3, RL.11-12.5, RL.11-12.6, RL.11-12.7, W.11-12.9, SL.11-12.1, L.11-12.4, L.11-12.5, W.11-12.5, 
W.11-12.9, SL.11-12.2, SL.11-12.4

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

I can evaluate how the style and tone of a 

text differentiates a writer's approach to a topic or 

theme from the approach of another writer to the 
same topic or theme.

• Alliteration

• Imagery

• Details

• Connotation
• Denotation

• Repetition

• Diction
• Style
• Syntax

3.0

I can explain how an author's tone reveals their 

overall feeling for the topic and shapes a reader's 

perspective

2.0 I can:

• Annotate passages in a text that describe the topic, 
settings, or characters

• Compare passages in a text that describe the same topic

• Summarize what various words and phrases reveal about 
the topic of a text

• Summarize how various words and phrases make a reader 
feel about the topic of a text.

• Generate words that could be used to describe a writer's 
approach to a topic.

• Compare formal and informal tones

• Compare subjective and objective tones

• Describe what kind of tone might be used in different 
genres or forms of writing.

Resources

• Frankensti4en

Evidence

Analyzing Tone and Mood poster project

Analysis essay

TOPIC: ANALYZING STYLE AND TONE



Competency #x: APVP3

Standard – RL.11-12.2, .RL.11‐12.3, RL.11-12.5, RL.11-12.6, RL.11-12.7, W.11-12.9, SL.11-12.1, L.11-12.4, L.11-12.5, W.11-12.5, W.11-12.9, SL.11-12.2, SL.11-
12.4

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
I can decide how an author uses satire or irony as well as point of view 
to challenge expectations or common practice

• Context

• Irony

• Hyperbole

• Imagery

• Details

• Author's purpose

• Frame narrative

• Romantic

• Gothic

• Diction

• Connotation

• Denotation
3.0

I can analyze situations in which the intent or purpose of a 
text is not literally or directly stated

Resources

2.0

•Describe possible purposes for satire.
•• Describe why an author might use irony in a text.
•• Identify passages in a text where a reader’s knowledge is different than 
the characters' knowledge.
•• Identify passages in a text where one character’s knowledge about an 
event is different than another’s.
•• Identify passages in a text where what is said is not the same as what a 
character means.
•• Identify outcomes in a text that refute the audience’s expectations.
•• Annotate passages in a text containing hyperbole or understatement.
•• Annotate passages in a text where situations or character behavior seem 
absurd or unexpected.

• Frankenstein

Evidence

Author’s Purpose project 

TOPIC: ANALYZING POINT OF VIEW AND PURPOSE



Competency #x: GCER1

Standard – RI.11-12.5, RI.11-12.6, RI.11-12.7, SL.11-12.3, RL.11-12.1, RI.11-12.1, RI.11-12.3, RI.11-
12.4, .RI.11-12.5, W.11-12.7, W.11-12.8, SL.11-12.2, SL.11-12.4

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
I can choose the strongest claim for an argument and an appropriate 
counterclaim by evaluating the available evidence

• Claim

• Counterclaim

• Credible

• Context

• Evidence

• Relevance

• Validity

• Ethos

• Pathos

• Logos

• Rhetoric

• Rhetorical appeals

• Fallacy

• Premise
3.0

I can define precise claims and counterclaims by 
distinguishing them from alternatives

Resources

2.0

•• Annotate a prompt before developing a claim.
•• Identify reasons from a text or other sources that support a claim.
•• Describe the grounds and backing that support a claim.
•• Describe any qualifiers for a claim.
•• Define important terms in a claim that will be examined in a text.
•• Suggest several counterclaims to a central claim.
•• Describe how closely several counterclaims mirror a claim’s purpose.
•• Annotate passages of a text or source which support either a claim or 
counterclaim.
•• Describe how the evidence for a claim could refute a counterclaim.

• Selected podcasts

• Pruno, Ramen, and a Side of Hope 

• Punching the Air

• The 57 Bus

Evidence

Annotated bibliography

Research project

TOPIC: GENERATING CLAIMS, EVIDENCE, AND REASONING



Competency #x: GCER2

Standard – RI.11-12.5, RI.11-12.6, RI.11-12.7, SL.11-12.3, RL.11-12.1, RI.11-12.1, RI.11-12.3, RI.11-12.4, .RI.11-12.5, W.11-12.7, W.11-12.8, SL.11-12.2, SL.11-
12.4

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
I can choose the strongest claim for an argument and an appropriate 
counterclaim by evaluating the available evidence

• Claim

• Counterclaim

• Credible

• Context

• Evidence

• Relevance

• Validity

• Ethos

• Pathos

• Logos

• Rhetoric

• Rhetorical appeals

• Fallacy

• Premise
3.0

I can support claims and counterclaims using relevant, 
sufficient, and logical evidence

Resources

2.0

•• List main ideas in a text or other sources that support a claim.
•• Annotate a text for specific examples and supporting evidence.
•• Describe a text’s context.
•• Explain how a text’s context can inform inferences about the text.
•• Rank evidence according to relevance for the claims in a text.
•• Organize chosen reasons and evidence for a claim using a graphic 
organizer or outline.
•• Explain what the evidence for a claim specifically illustrates or proves.
•• Identify any subtopics, ideas, or conflicts the evidence collected for a 
claim does not address

• Selected podcasts

• Pruno, Ramen, and a Side of Hope 

• Punching the Air

• The 57 Bus

Evidence

Annotated bibliography

Research project

TOPIC: GENERATING CLAIMS, EVIDENCE, AND REASONING



Competency #x: GCER3

Standard – RI.11-12.5, RI.11-12.6, RI.11-12.7, SL.11-12.3, RL.11-12.1, RI.11-12.1, RI.11-12.3, RI.11-12.4, .RI.11-12.5, W.11-12.7, W.11-12.8, SL.11-12.2, SL.11-
12.4

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
I can choose the strongest claim for an argument and an appropriate 
counterclaim by evaluating the available evidence

• Claim

• Counterclaim

• Credible

• Context

• Evidence

• Relevance

• Validity

• Ethos

• Pathos

• Logos

• Rhetoric

• Rhetorical appeals

• Fallacy

• Premise
3.0 I can strengthen claims using valid reasoning

Resources

2.0

•• Describe how reasons and evidence support a claim.
•• Describe what conclusions the reasons and evidence for a claim suggest.
•• Describe common logical fallacies (such as ad hominem attack, anecdotal 
fallacy, red herring, appeal to authority).
•• Explain what makes an argument valid or invalid.
•• Describe the relationship between a premise and a conclusion.
•• Provide examples of valid and invalid arguments.
•• Rewrite the argument of a text as a set of premises and a conclusion

• Selected podcasts

• Pruno, Ramen, and a Side of Hope 

• Punching the Air

• The 57 Bus

Evidence

Annotated bibliography

Research project

TOPIC: GENERATING CLAIMS, EVIDENCE, AND REASONING



Competency #x: RS1

Standard – RL.11-12.4, SL.11-12.1, L.11-12.1, L.11-12.2, L.11-12.3

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
I can develop a strategy to review an existing piece of writing for a new 
audience and purpose

• Formal

• Informal

• Purpose

• Audience

• Perspective

• Rhetoric

• Evidence

• Opinion

3.0 I can adapt writing style as appropriate to purpose and task

Resources

2.0

•• Annotate a prompt to highlight the purpose and task of a response.
•• Summarize the purpose(s) and task(s) of a response.
•• Describe whether a task calls for an informal or formal style.
•• Describe common purposes of a text (such as to inform, persuade, 
entertain).
•• Describe the qualities of a formal and objective tone.
•• Use a formal and objective tone when appropriate.

• Selected podcasts

• Pruno, Ramen, and a Side of Hope 

• Punching the Air

• The 57 Bus

Evidence

Annotated bibliography

Research project

REVISION AND STYLE



Competency #x: RS2

Standard – RL.11-12.4, SL.11-12.1, L.11-12.1, L.11-12.2, L.11-12.3

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
I can develop a strategy to review an existing piece of writing for a new 
audience and purpose

• Formal

• Informal

• Purpose

• Audience

• Perspective

• Rhetoric

• Evidence

• Opinion

3.0
I can adapt the content and style of writing as appropriate for 
an audience

Resources

2.0

•• Annotate a prompt to highlight the audience for a response.
•• Describe possible audiences for a response.
•• Describe possible audience biases.
•• Describe the characteristics of an audience (such as age, gender, values, 
education, knowledge of a topic).
•• Describe why a specific piece of evidence would appeal to an audience’s 
perspective and values.
•• Identify rhetorical strategies that could appeal to a defined audience.

• Selected podcasts

• Pruno, Ramen, and a Side of Hope 

• Punching the Air

• The 57 Bus

Evidence

Annotated bibliography

Research project

REVISION AND STYLE



Competency #x: RS3

Standard – RL.11-12.4, SL.11-12.1, L.11-12.1, L.11-12.2, L.11-12.3

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
I can develop a strategy to review an existing piece of writing for a new 
audience and purpose

• Formal

• Informal

• Purpose

• Audience

• Perspective

• Rhetoric

• Evidence

• Opinion

3.0
I can revise writing so that it consistently fits audience, 
purpose, and task

Resources

2.0

•• Annotate language that suggests an opinion or uses first-person 
pronouns (such as I believe, I think).
•• Revise sentences with first-person pronouns or statements written as 
opinions so that they have an objective and formal tone.
•• Annotate generic adjectives, verbs, and nouns in a draft.
•• Generate substitutions for generic adjectives, verbs, and nouns.
•• Annotate passages in a text where ideas may be unclear to readers 
unfamiliar with the sources or ideas being discussed.
•• Incorporate precise details, figurative language, specific language, and 
additional evidence to clarify ideas for readers.

• Selected podcasts

• Pruno, Ramen, and a Side of Hope 

• Punching the Air

• The 57 Bus

Evidence

Annotated bibliography

Research project

REVISION AND STYLE



Competency #x: Type Here

Standard – Type here

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Type here
• Type here • Type here

3.0 Type here

Resources

2.0 • Type here
• Type here

Evidence

TOPIC


