
Kindergarten:  English-Language Arts 
 

Manipulates words, syllables, and sounds 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 
With help, I can use 
what I know about 
spoken words and 

sounds. 

I can use what I’ve 
learned about spoken 

words and sounds. 

I can manipulate words, 
syllables, and phonemes 

by myself. 

I can orally produce 
single-syllable words by 

blending sounds 
(phonemes), including 

consonant blends. 

 
Knows and applies grade-level phonics to decode words 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

With help, I can use 
what I’ve learned to 

read words. 

I can use what I’ve 
learned to read words. 

I can use what I’ve 
learned to read books. 

I can identify other 
patterns in books. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Retells stories 
Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 
 
 
 

With help, I can name 
story elements. 

With help, I can 
construct parts of a 

retelling. 

With help, I can 
construct a retelling that 

includes key details. 

I can construct a retelling 
that includes key details 

on my own 

 
Compares and contrasts the adventures and experiences of characters in familiar stories 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

With help, I can tell 
details from the story. 

With help, I can describe 
a character’s experience 

or adventure. 

With help, I can tell what 
is the same and different 

about the characters’ 
experiences and 

adventures in stories. 

I can tell what is the 
same and different about 

the characters’ 
experiences and 

adventures in stories, on 
my own. 

 
Retells the main topic and key details 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 
 

With help, I can 
identify a topic from 

the text and tell details 
I know. 

With help, I can name 
the main topic from the 
text and tell details from 

the text. 

With help, I can 
construct a retelling that 
names the main topic 

and includes key details 
from the text. 

I can construct a 
retelling that names the 
main topic and includes 
key details from the text 

on my own 

 



Describes how individuals, ideas, and events are connected 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

  

With help, I can tell 
information from a 

text. 

With help, I can name 
information that goes 

together. 

With help, I can tell how 
information goes 

together. 

I can tell how 
information goes 

together on my own. 

 
Identifies the reasons an author gives to support statements in a text 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

With help, I can tell 
information from the 

text. 

With help, I can tell key 
details.  

With help, I can name 
the author’s point and 

tell reasons that match. 

I can name the author’s 
point and tell reasons 
that match on my own. 

 
Compares and contrasts two texts on the same topic 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

With help, I can tell 
details about a topic. 

With help, I can tell key 
details from two texts 

about a topic. 

With help, I can tell what 
is the same and different 
about two texts on one 

topic. 

I can tell what is the 
same and different 

about two texts on one 
topic on my own. 

 
 
 
 



Responds to suggestions and adds details to strengthen writing 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

With my teacher’s 
help, I write my ideas. 

With my teacher’s help, I 
can identify possible 

changes in my writing.  

With my teacher’s help, I 
can make my writing 
better by listening to 
others and adding 

details if I need them. 

I can make my writing 
better on my own by 

listening to others and 
adding details if I need 

them. 

 
Participates in collaborative conversations 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

 

 

I can tell my ideas to 
others. 

I can be part of a 
respectful conversation 
with reminders from my 

teacher. 

I can be part of a 
respectful conversation 

with others. 

I can be part of a 
respectful conversation 

by talking about the 
ideas of others. 

 
Asks and answers questions for different purposes 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

With my teacher’s 
help, I can ask and 
answer questions. 

WIth my teacher’s help, I 
can use questions to get 
help, to get information 

or to help me 
understand. 

I can use questions to 
get help, to get 

information or to help me 
understand. 

I can ask questions to 
learn more about 

something. 

 
 



 
Describes familiar people, places, things, and events with details 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

With my teacher’s 
help, I can name 

things that I know. 

With my teacher’s help, I 
can describe things that 

I know. 

I can describe things 
that I know and add 

details with my teacher’s 
help. 

I can describe things 
that I know and add 
details on my own. 
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