
Grade 3: Math 

 
Solves two step word problems using all operations. 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

Students will be able to 
identify and use 

pertinent information to 
solve a two-step problem 

with appropriate 
operations and revisit 
the problem to justify 

their solution. 

I can write an equation 
using numbers from the 

problem.  

I can make sense of a 
problem, represent it 

with an equation that has 
an unknown and then 

solve it.  

I can make sense of a 
problem and represent it 
with an equation that has 

an unknown. After I 
solve the problem 

accurately, I can explain 
my solution and why it 

makes sense.  

I can identify similarities 
and differences between 

my thinking and 
someone else’s. 

 
Multiplies and divides to solve word problems within 100. 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

Students will be able to 
solve word problems by 
using multiplication and 

division.  

I can represent the 
problem accurately with 

help.  

I can determine the type 
of problem I see and 

represent it accurately.  

I can accurately solve 
multiplication and 

division word problems. 

I can explain how my 
solution makes sense in 

the context of the 
problem.  

 
Fluently multiplies and divides equations within 100. 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

Students will be able to 
multiply and divide within 

100.  

I can multiply and divide 
with help from my 

teacher.  

I can multiply and divide 
within 100 when I use a 

tool. 

I can multiply and divide 
efficiently, accurately, 
and flexibly within 100. 

I can multiply and divide 
beyond 100. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Applies area concepts to real world situations. 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

Students will be able to 
explain area by using 

addition and subtraction. 

I can decompose, tile a 
shape and count up the 

tiles to find the area. 

I can explain how I used 
the operations of 
multiplication and 

addition to find the area.  

I can explain why I used 
the operations of 
multiplication and 

addition to find the area.  
I can prove my thinking 

with area models.  

I can apply what I know 
about finding the area of 

rectangles to explain 
how to find the area of 

different polygons.  

 
Relates fractional parts to the whole. 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

Students will be able to 
demonstrate an 
understanding of 

fractions as they relate 
to a whole. 

I can show how a whole 
is partitioned into equal 

parts. I can label the 
parts.  

I can identify the 
numerator and 

denominator. I can tell 
what each part shows.  

I can explain what a 
fraction is by telling 

about the unit parts and 
how they are related to 

the whole. 

I can use equations to 
explain how the unit 

parts of a fraction are 
related to the whole. 

 
Explains fraction equivalence and compares fractions with the same numerator or denominator by reasoning about their size.  

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

Students will be able to 
compare fractions and 

demonstrate an 
understanding of 

equivalence.  

I can compare two 
fractions and record the 
relationship by using the 

correct symbol. 

I can compare two 
fractions and record the 
relationship by using the 

correct symbol. I can 
justify my comparison 

with help from someone 
else. 

I can compare two 
fractions and record the 
relationship by using the 

correct symbol. I can 
justify my comparison by 

using a model(s). 

I can compare two 
fractions with different 

numerators and 
denominators. I can 

justify my comparison by 
using a model.  

  



Math Practices 
THIRD GRADE Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

MP.1:  Make sense of 
problems and 

persevere in solving 
them 

 
 
 

I can solve problems and 
discuss how I solved them. 

I can solve problems and 
discuss how I solved them. 

With my teacher’s help, I can 
determine if my answer makes 
sense within the context of the 

problem. 

Before solving, I can discuss 
the givens, constraints and 

extra information. I can solve 
problems, discuss how I solved 

them and determine if my 
answer makes sense within the 
context of the problem. When I 
listen to how others solved a 

problem, I can make 
connections between different 

strategies. 

I can use another strategy to 
check my answer and verify 

its accuracy. 

MP.2:  Reason 
abstractly and 
quantitatively 

 
 
 

With help, I can think about 
the units involved and the 

meaning of the quantities in a 
problem. I use manipulatives 
and/or pictures to represent 

the problem.  

I can think about the units 
involved and the meaning of 
the quantities in a problem. I 

use manipulatives/pictures and 
equations to represent and 

accurately solve the problem. 

I can think about the units  
involved and the meaning of 
the quantities in a problem. 
Then I can use equations to 
create and explain a logical 

representation of the problem.  

I can explain how my solution 
could be different if the 
context of the problem 

changed. 

MP.3:  Construct 
viable arguments 
and critique the 

reasoning of others 
 

 

I can find and explain 
similarities and differences 
between my friends’ math 

thinking and my own. 

I can consider my friends’ 
feedback and use objects or 
drawings to refine or defend 

my argument. 

I can come up with an 
argument based on what  I 

know from solving the problem. 
I can use objects or drawings 

to support my argument or 
critique someone else’s ideas. I 

can defend my argument. 

I can explain other problems 
and examples to defend and 

clarify my thinking.  

MP.4:  Model with 
mathematics  

I can represent real-life math 
situations with an equation 
and I can explain how my 

equation matches the 
problem. 

I can identify important 
information in order to 

represent real-life math 
situations with models and 

equations. I can explain how 
my models and equations 

match the problem.  
 

I can determine ways to 
simplify the problem and then 

model the problem. I can 
explain my model of the 

problem and how it relates to 
my equation.  

I can reflect on whether or not 
my model was efficient and 

effective. I can revise or 
defend my model.   

 



THIRD GRADE Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

MP.5:  Use 
appropriate tools 
strategically (ex: 

language, materials, 
symbols) 

I can use different tools to 
make sense of a problem and 

solve it. 

I can choose a tool that directly 
models the problem. I can use 
this tool to solve the problem.  

I can choose from various 
tools, including estimation, 

depending on the task. 

I can explain how my 
estimation connects to 

another tool that I used to 
solve a problem.  

 
MP.6:  Attend to 

precision 
 

 

I can accurately solve 
problems. I can share my 
ideas and strategies, and 
explain my solution  with 
precise math words and 

symbols. 

I can solve problems 
accurately and efficiently. I can 

justify my reasoning with 
precise math terms, labels, 

and symbols. 

I can solve problems accurately 
and efficiently. I can justify my 
reasoning with precise math 
terms, labels, and symbols. I 
can ask specific questions 
about someone else’s work 
using precise math terms, 

labels, and symbols. 

I can connect my work with a 
friend’s and explain the 

connections with precise 
math terms, labels, and 

symbols. 

 
MP.7:  Look for and 

make use of 
structure 

I can look for patterns in 
numbers and use them to 
solve new problems. I can 

use the properties to add and 
subtract. 

I can find and tell about 
patterns in numbers and 

explain how to use them to 
solve new problems. I can use 

the relationship between 
addition and subtraction, and 
multiplication and division to 

help me solve problems.  

I can find patterns and make 
use of structure in numbers 
and strategies when I solve 
problems. I can use what I 
know about how different 

properties work to help me 
solve a variety of problems.  

I can compare my solution 
with the solution of someone 
else’s. I can tell how structure 

and patterns were used 
differently or the same. 

MP.8:  Look for and 
express regularity in 
repeated reasoning 

When I’m working in math, I 
notice when something 

happens more than once. I 
can use what I noticed to help 
me in other math situations. 

When solving problems that 
are alike, I can tell how other 

similar problems can be 
solved. I can use my 

experiences with different 
types of problems to figure out 

efficient strategies.  

I can use my experiences with 
different types of problems to 
figure out efficient strategies. I 

can use what I know about 
computation to help me come 
up with shortcuts for solving 

problems.   

I can apply my shortcuts to 
new problems. I can explain 
when there are constraints 

and why. 

 


