
Grade 2:  English-Language Arts 
 

Recounts stories; determines message, lessons, and moral 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

I can tell about the story. I can describe what’s 
important about the 

story. 

I can recount a story by 
telling important details 
and naming a message, 

lesson or moral. 

I can recount a story and 
use important details to 
tell about its message, 

lesson or moral. 

 
Describes how a character responds to events and challenges 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

I can tell what happens 
in a story. 

I can describe how a 
character acts, thinks or 

feels. 

I can describe how a 
character acts, thinks or 
feels when something 
important happens in a 

story. 

I can describe what a 
character is like on the 

inside by looking for 
patterns in how they act, 

think or feel. 

 
  



Compares and contrasts story elements (character, setting, problem, and solution) 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

I can identify story 
elements and craft 

moves. 

I can describe story 
elements and craft 
moves in a story. 

I can explain how the 
story elements and craft 
moves are the same and 

different. 

I can describe patterns 
in stories. 

 
Describes the connection between events, ideas, concepts, or steps in a text 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

I can name people, 
ideas or events in a text.  

I can describe people, 
ideas or events in a text. 

I can describe how 
information about 

people, ideas or events 
goes together. 

I can describe how 
information goes 

together and use specific 
words that show how it 

goes together. 

 
Identifies main purpose of a text 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

I can list details from the 
text. 

I can identify the main 
topic of a text. 

I can identify what the 
author wants to answer, 

explain or describe.  

I can identify what the 
author wants to answer, 
explain or describe and 
tell how the author feels 

about the topic. 

 
  



Describes how reasons support statements an author makes 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

I can list details from the 
text.  

I can identify an author’s 
points and reasons.  

I can describe how 
reasons support an 

author’s points.  

I can describe how 
reasons support an 

author’s points and tell 
how the author feels 

about the points. 

 
Compares and contrasts most important points in two texts on the same topic 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

I can describe the most 
important points in a 

text. 

I can identify similarities 
and differences in the 
most important points. 

I can explain how the 
most important points 
are similar and different. 

I can explain how the 
most important points 

and reasons are similar 
and different. 

 
With support, focuses on a topic and strengthens writing by revising and editing 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

With help, I can put my 
ideas on paper. 

With help, I can write 
about one topic and 

identify possible 
changes. 

With help, I can write 
about one topic and 

make my writing better 
by fixing up my writing. 

I can write about one 
topic and make my 

writing better on my own. 

 
  



Participates in collaborative conversations 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

 

I can tell my ideas to 
others. 

I can be part of a 
conversation with others. 

I can be part of a 
respectful conversation 

with others. 

I can explain my ideas 
after  I listen to the ideas 

of others. 

 
Tells a story or recounts an experience with facts and details 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

I can say something to 
others about people, 

places, things or events. 

I can use important 
details to describe 

people, places, things or 
events for others. 

I can use important 
details to tell a story or 
recount an experience 
so my audience can 
hear and understand 

me. 

I can create an 
organized presentation 

of ideas. 

 
Uses grade-level language conventions 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

I can recognize the 
conventions of spoken 
and written language, 

with help. 

I can recognize the 
conventions of spoken 
and written language. 

I can use the 
conventions of language 
when I speak or write. 

I can explain when to 
use appropriate 

conventions when 
writing and speaking. 

 
 

 
 


