
Grade 1:  English-Language Arts 
 

Retells stories; demonstrates an understanding of the central message or lesson 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 
I can tell about the 

story. 
I can name key details 

from the story.  
I can retell the story and 

tell its message or 
lesson. 

I can retell the story and 
include its message or 

lesson in the beginning, 
middle and end.  

 
Uses illustrations to describe characters, setting, and events 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

I can name the story 
elements. 

I can describe one or two 
of the story elements 

using key details. 

I can describe story 
elements using the key 
details and illustrations 

I can describe story 
elements using key 

details and tell how they 
go together. 

 
  



Compares and contrasts the adventures and experience of characters in familiar stories 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

I can tell about the 
story. 

I can tell about the 
character’s adventure or 
experience in one story. 

I can tell what is the 
same and different about 

the characters’ 
adventures or 

experiences in two 
stories. 

I can describe patterns 
in characters’ 
adventures or 

experiences in more 
than two stories. 

Retells texts 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

I can identify a topic 
from the text and tell 

details I know. 

I can name the main 
topic from the text and 

tell details from the text. 

I can construct a retelling 
that names the main 

topic and includes key 
details from the text. 

I can construct a 
retelling that names the 

main topic, tells the 
subtopics and includes 

related details. 

 
Describes how individuals, ideas, and events are connected 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

  

I can tell information 
from a text. 

I can name information 
that goes together. 

I can tell how two pieces 
of information go 

together. 

I can tell how more than 
two pieces of 

information go together. 

 
  



Uses illustrations to understand information in a text 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

I can look at 
illustrations and tell 

what I already know.  

I can use the illustrations 
and words to name 

ideas. 

I can use the illustrations 
and words to describe 

the key ideas. 

I can explain how the 
illustrations and words 

go together. 

 
Identifies the reasons an author gives to support statements in a text 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

I can tell information 
from the text 

I can tell key details.  I can name the author’s 
point and tell reasons 

that match. 

I can identify the 
author’s points and tell 

reasons that match. 

 
Compares and contrasts two texts on the same topic 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

I can tell details about 
a topic. 

I can tell key details from 
two texts about a topic. 

I can tell what is the 
same and different about 

two texts on one topic. 

I can explain what is the 
same and different 

about two texts on one 
topic. 

 
 
 
 
 



With support, responds to suggestions and adds details to strengthen writing 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

With my teacher’s help, 
I write my ideas and I 
don’t make changes. 

With my teacher’s help, I 
can write about a topic 
and identify possible 

changes. 

With my teacher’s help, I 
can write about one topic 

and make my writing 
better by listening to 

others and adding details 
if I need them. 

I can write about one 
topic and make my 
writing better on my 
own by listening to 
others and adding 

details if I need them. 

 
Participates in collaborative conversations 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

 

I can tell my ideas to 
others. 

I can participate in a 
respectful conversation 
with reminders from my 

teacher. 

I can participate in a 
respectful conversation 

with others. 

I can start and 
participate in a 

respectful conversation. 

 
Describes people, places, things, and events with details; expresses ideas and feelings clearly 

Performance Indicator Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets Exceeds 

 

I can tell my ideas with 
my teacher’s help. 

I can tell my ideas by 
using details to describe 
things. 

I can tell my ideas clearly 
by using important 
details to describe things. 

I can clearly describe 
things with important 
details to tell a story 
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