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The Litchfield Board of Education held a Community Listening Session beginning at 7:00p.m. at Litchfield Public Library, 
1205 S State St., Litchfield, IL. 62056 Board members in attendance included: Julie Abel, President; Ron Anglin, Vice-
President; Valerie Cain, Secretary; Mark Bloome; and Mike Fleming. David Belusko and Gregg Hires were absent. Also in 
attendance were: Dr. Gregg Fuerstenau, Superintendent; Mrs. Jennifer Thompson, Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction; Bob Witter, Director of Buildings and Grounds/ Transportation. Administrators: Mr. Doug Hoster, Mr. Russ 
Tepen, Mr. Adam Favre and Mr. Jeremy Heigert. John Hanafin of the Litchfield News Herald.  

 
The audience was informed that the Board would not respond to questions asked or comments made by those in 
attendance. The Board’s primary job for the evening was to listen. Dr. Fuerstenau asked questions to the crowd while 
Mr. Favre took notes. Discussion questions included: What is our role as a school district in the community; What do you 
see that is going well; What are some of the things that are getting in our way? 

 
Great input was given by the participants. Running theme throughout the discussion and the community listening 
session on August 12th was recapturing and encouraging a sense of school and community pride; vocational classes and 
preparations should be looked into further; student safety issues; dual credit and advanced placement classes should be 
encouraged for those seeking higher education after high school; Lincoln Land Community College is an asset in our 
community; tax payer dollars and school funding and what does the future hold. Communication is key to all of these 
topics. 

 
Dr. Fuerstenau on behalf of the Board and school district thanked all that come to this first community listening session. 
Those in attendance were asked to fill out a survey and leave their contact information. Dr. Fuerstenau will be forming a 
Superintendent’s Advisory group to move forward with the district’s growth. 

 
Being no further discussion, a motion was made by Mike Fleming and seconded by Mark Bloome to adjourn at 
8:09 p.m. Voice Vote: Aye: Abel, Anglin, Bloome, Cain, Fleming. Motion carried. 5-0 


