
MINUTES OF SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
November 12, 2019 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Fairmont Area Schools Board of Education was held on 
Tuesday, November 12, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. in City Hall.  Members in attendance were 
Rufus Rodriguez, Nicole Green, Dan Brookens, Julie Laue, Mari Myren, and Michael 
Edman.   
 
A motion was offered by Nicole Green, seconded by Julie Laue and carried to 
unanimously approve the October 22, 2019 school board meeting minutes. 
 
A motion was offered by Mike Edman, seconded by Dan Brookens and carried to 
unanimously approve the November 12, 2019 school board meeting agenda as 
amended. 
 
Joice Forster, EMF president, shared with board members that American Education 
Week (AEW) is November 18-22.  Superintendent Brown read a proclamation declaring 
the same.  Ms. Forster noted the many activities that teachers and students will 
participate in next week to commemorate AEW and the importance of education.  In 
closing, she thanked school board members for their continued support of education in 
Fairmont.    
 
Superintendent’s Report 
 Superintendent Brown commended the performers and everyone who was 

involved with the successful “Bye Bye Birdie” musical at the high school.  
 Mr. Brown noted that a special Veteran’s Day lyceum was held at the high school 

yesterday in recognition of Veteran’s Day 
 Current enrollment is down 10 students from last month, due primarily to 

movement of migrant families 
 On November 25, an open house of the new Martin County Automotive Academy 

will be held at the high school.  Some local vendors will have booths set up to 
talk with students about the vocational needs of their businesses. 

 
A resolution was introduced by Dan Brookens, seconded by Julie Laue and adopted on 
a unanimous roll call vote to accept the following: 
1. A $25,000 donation from Kahler Automation for the Construction Trades 
 Academy 
2. A $6,000 grant from Fairmont 3M to purchase equipment for the elementary  
 MakerSpace 
3. A donated accent chair, valued at $345, from Fairmont Slumberland for the 
 ECFE Parent Room 
4. A $100 donation from J. Hokanson Print for elementary and high school activities 
 funds 
 
Business Manager Chris Muhvich reviewed the November 12, 2019 financial reports. 
A motion was offered by Julie Laue, seconded by Nicole Green and carried to 
unanimously approve the September, 2019 treasurer’s report, wire transfers for 
10/18/19 – 11/7/19, the October, 2019 single checks, and payment of the November 12, 
2019 bills. 



 
Kim Niss, principal of curriculum, instruction, and research, shared an overview of the 
2018-19 Student Achievement Report (SAR).  She noted that the District participates in 
two main assessments, the MCA’s and Fastbridge.  The MCA’s measure student 
proficiency and growth. Fastbridge assessments are for the purpose of identifying 
students at risk while also measuring student growth. Ms. Niss shared a variety of 
results in reading, math, and science that compared the performance of Fairmont Area 
Schools to the state averages.  These results are used extensively in determining the 
academic needs of our students.  
 
Jenny Diegnau reported on this year’s Educational Improvement Plan (EIP).  She began 
by saying how helpful it has been to have a Principal of Curriculum on staff to help with 
development of the plan, crediting Mrs. Niss for her assistance.  Ms. Diegnau reviewed 
the District’s academic initiatives and the strategies that have been put in place to help 
achieve the goals.   
 
A motion was offered by Nicole Green, seconded by Julie Laue and carried to 
unanimously approve the 2019-2020 Educational Improvement Plan. 
 
A motion was offered by Nicole Green, seconded by Mike Edman and carried to 
unanimously approve the 2018-2019 Student Achievement Report.   
 
A motion was offered by Dan Brookens, seconded by Nicole Green and carried to 
unanimously approve canceling the regularly scheduled board meeting of December 24, 
2019. 
 
A motion was offered by Mari Myren, seconded by Nicole Green and carried to 
unanimously approve the following personnel items: 
 
1. Employment of Leah Moreno as an ELL teacher, effective December 16 at a 
 salary of MA, Step 1 (prorated) 
2. Employment of Natanael Moreno as a community outreach coordinator, effective 
 January 23, 2019 at a salary of $46,004 (prorated) plus a $5,000 relation stipend 
 of which half will be paid in January and the other half in July. 
3. Employment of winter coaches for 2019-20 
4. Resignation of Lisa Dorow, Title I aide, effective 12/13/19 
 
Board members reported on the following:  Curriculum Committee Meetings of 10/28 & 
11/4; SPEC Board Meeting of 10/18; Staff Welfare Committee of 11/5; Board / Student 
Council Meeting of 11/6; and SDCC Meeting of 11/11. 
 
A motion was offered by Dan Brookens, seconded by Mari Myren and carried to 
unanimously approve adjourning the school board meeting at 6:38 p.m. 
 
  

__________________________ 
Dan Brookens, Clerk 

 
 
 
 


