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The future of technology:
Robotic Club makes gives members chance to explore

“In Robotics, we learn many 
things. Most importantly, we learn 
to work well with others. We have 

a great team who are all friendly 
no matter what grade you are in. 

We also get mechanical, electrical 
and computer skills with what we 

do on the team.”
Cavdon Stark, 9

“Robotics helps not only me, 
but everyone on the team with 
leadership skills, as well as 
teamwork skills.  Being part of 
the club helps build skills I’ll 
use in the future because it’s 
a very hands-on, all-inclusive 
environment.”

Megan Henry, 10

“Through Robotics, I have learned 
many important skills, such as 
teamwork, time management, 

commitment and how to build and 
operate a mechanical robot. The 

time I spend on the team helps 
both my decision on possible 

majors in college, and furthermore 
my paths after college.”

Sydney Ponto, 12

“Robotics is a very unique type 
of club, as it not only focuses on 
problem solving and critical thinking, 
but also teamwork. As captain of the 
team, I must ensure that the different 
parts all come together, and mesh for 
the best possible outcome. I aim to 
use these skills in the future, because 
not only is robotics engineer-oriented 
experiences, the same skills can be 
applied to life in general.”

Sam Dunaway, 12

How does Robotics Club help you?

They’re inside houses, phones and cars. They listen when people talk, 
guide others on unfamiliar paths and deliver retail packages. Robots are 
beginning to enter the world’s daily lives more and more, especially 
from GPS’s to virtual personal assistants like Siri and Cortana. 

Robots are often the center of sci-fi films, typically depicted as things 
to be feared. This is fairly contradictory to current uses of robotics, 
where they are more frequently utilized in manufacturing and delivery 
settings. 

“Much of our world today is already automated, from the appliances 
we use at home, to the robotics that are used to make the products we 
use, to -- even more recently -- ways that we transport goods,” said 
Robotics Club advisor Eddie Schmitt. Manufacturing robots typically 
overtake simpler and more repetitive jobs, which 
help with the efficiency of the company and the 
production of its products. 

“Many traditional low-skill jobs are being 
replaced by automation currently.  What we are 
seeing in the job market is that low-skill jobs 
are not only low paying, but are going away in 
increasing numbers each year,” said Schmitt. 
Replacing humans with robots allows for those 
humans to do more talent-inclusive work, which 
benefits both the company and the individual. 

As robots continue to make inroads into 
society, the Robotics Club teaches students 
important skills regarding the building and the 
use of robots.  

President of the Robotics Club, senior Sam 
Dunaway, believes that robotics can help students in the future. 

“Students should join robotics because it teaches you things school 
simply can’t.  In STEM, it’s not just number crunching, but also teamwork 
and being able to work [with the] pressure cranked all the way up. 
Working together can be hard, but it’s necessary,” said Dunaway. With 
more and more jobs involving the use of AI’s (artificial intelligence) 
and robots, this club prepares students for what they’re going to be 
dealing with if they choose to work alongside them.  According to 
Wired.com, researchers at Oxford University have predicted that nearly 
47% of jobs within the U.S. will become automated in as soon as the 

next two decades. 
Dunaway added, “Robots and devices like them play into many 

aspects of our every day lives, and will continue to do so. However, 
there are downsides as well, as many people have lost and will continue 
to lose jobs due to the evolution in machinery. Elon Musk [CEO of 
SpaceX] has even proposed that if a standard wage is not established, 
a tyranny of those in control of working machinery could take place.”

Robotics Club member senior Matt Spangler agrees on the 
importance of educating students on robots and the ways they improve 
people’s lives. 

“I think robots benefit our everyday lives in multiple ways,” said 
Spangler. “My most immediate thought is in the use of manufacturing, 

like that of cars, [however] they can also be used in 
other ways as well.” In Robotics Club, students 

learn to build and program robots, which helps 
them to learn how they work. All students are 
involved and they all must work together to 
successfully build a functioning robot. 

“I typically do wiring and some 
programming,” added Spangler. “I plan on using 
the problem solving skills that I have acquired 
in robotics to help me in my engineering classes 
at Purdue. This will [benefit] me further in the 
future because I plan on going into electrical 
engineering.”

Robots have always been included in visions 
of the future, from The Jetsons to Walt Disney 

World’s EPCOT, and this is finally becoming a 
reality. Self-driving cars are an actuality, all-knowing AI’s are in phones 
and multiple retail products are produced by mechanical people. With 
the world constantly changing, it is important that people stay informed 
and updated on the latest technologies and advancements.

“Robotics in the manufacturing sector is growing at an alarming rate; 
if we are not creating a workforce that is skilled and prepared to meet the 
challenges that come along with more complex manufacturing systems, 
then we are going to be left behind in the world’s manufacturing 
economy,” said Schmitt.

Story by Kayla Mays

“Students 
should join  

Robotics Club 
because it 

teaches you 
things school 
simply can’t.’

Sam Dunaway, 
12
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Twice as Nice:
Student-run organization expands vision

According to The 
Guardian, the average 
United States family 

may spend up to $1,160 dollars on 
Prom-going teens -- a lot of money for 
an activity that only lasts a few hours. 
However,  there is a solution to over-
spending on this event. 

Costs can be lowered with help 
from Prom re-sale businesses and 
organizations. 

Fortunately, PHS has just such an 
organization. With the help of Spanish 
teacher Jamie Nichols, seniors Emily 
Burnette and Belle Jacobs created Twice as Nice their 
freshman year. Twice as Nice not only sells dresses for 
only $20 each, but they also sell accessories such as shoes, 
jewelry and clutches.

“Twice as Nice is a Prom resale program. Our whole 
goal is to rebel against the idea that Prom is about 
extravagance, like buying a $300 dress. Our goal is to 
collect dresses,” said Burnette. “A lot of our dresses still 
have the price tags on them, so they’re brand new; we 
have dresses from Nordstrom before they went out of 
business; we have dresses from Deb, when they went out 
of business. People also donate dresses that they’ve worn 
once or twice and then we sell those for $20. 

The organization’s good will does not stop there, though; the 
community benefits as well. “The money we collect goes to The 
Gathering Together, which is a hospice in Plainfield,” added Burnette. 

For a venture as big as Twice as Nice to work, it had to be thoroughly 
planned out, in advance so all of the kinks could be worked out. It 
started with a general idea.

“Our first idea was for people who need help with paying for stuff 
like that, but then we realized that everyone else could look at them, 
too. We shouldn’t just offer it to only certain people,” said Jacobs. 
“You don’t really have to do anything [to donate]. If you want to 
donate, you can take it to the Main Office, Guidance, Mrs. Nichols 
room or contact me or Emily. You can get a discount if you come look 
at our dresses.” 

Burnette added that with the discount, a dress that costs $20 would 
only cost $10; or a shopper could buy two pairs of shoes instead of 
one. 

Though the opportunity to shop is available to anyone, Twice as 
Nice is often thought of as a program to help students who are less 

fortunate.
“I feel like people believe it is only for people 

who can’t afford to buy items for Prom. [Some 
people think] that you don’t have money if you 
look at stuff like that,” said Jacobs. “That’s not 
what we’re going for – we’re trying to make 
Prom dress prices more reasonable because now 
they’re almost $600. We’re just trying to make it 
affordable for everybody.” 

Burnette agreed:  “People had this idea that 
Twice as Nice was for people who couldn’t 
afford a Prom dress, and that is not our goal at 
all,” she said “The average family nationally 
spends $3,000 on Prom a year for one person to 

go, according to The Huffington Post. Our goal is to 
rebel against that idea that you have to spend over 
$3,000 just for a dress that you wear one time.” 

An organization this expansive cannot be handled 
by only a couple of people, so students and family 
members step in to help as needed.     

“I helped out at Twice as Nice last year when 
we had a sale during the weekend. I was a floater 
– which basically meant I helped girls find dresses 
in their size, helped them find a fitting room, etc.,” 
said senior Paige Downey. “I think that if we tried 
Twice as Nice at schools that are less fortunate, then 
it would be a bigger hit. I think that there is a stigma 

here that people are supposed to buy expensive dresses.” 
Despite the misconceptions that some have about the group, it has 

grown since its start four years ago. “That was our hope, [that it would 
grow big]. We would like for it to be even bigger. I’m glad it has 
grown from the first year. Then, we only had a couple people,” said 
Jacobs. 

“I had no idea [it would grow this big]. We started this freshman 
year and spent the whole year just planning it,” said Burnette. “The 
first year we had maybe 100. I would bet this year we’re close to 275-
300 dresses. A lot of that is just in donations. People will message me 
on Twitter saying they have a Prom dress and people who graduated 
a couple of years ago will ask if I want their Prom dress. People don’t 
wear them anymore, but they paid so much for them that they hang 
onto them.” 

After reflecting on the great success of the store, Burnette added, “I 
can’t even fathom how crazy it has become.”

Story by Chase Cupples and Jack Estes
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PHS graduate Jenna Wagonner 
and seniors Belle Jacobs and 
Emily Burnette

Photos courtesy of Emily Burnette



SATURDAY, APRIL 22
Mark your calendars now:

RECORD STORE DAY
is National

Stop by your local record store for 
discounts, food, and great music!

2028 Stafford Road, Suite A
Plainfield

765-894-1559
rockbottomtreasures.com
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When it comes to sports, most people think 
of football, soccer and other athletics -- but not 
sophomore Emma Mount. Instead of participating in 
a school sport, Mount has spent the last eight and a 
half months exercising in an unique way. 

“Aerial silks are a type of performance where 
one or more artists perform aerial acrobatics while 
hanging from a fabric. It is similar to dance and 
yoga in the sense of being a performance,” said 
Mount. “I first got into [aerial silks] out of curiosity 
for aerial activities. I take lessons at a gym in 
Indianapolis, but I practice at home with an aerial 
hammock, which is very similar to silks but instead 
of two pieces of fabric there is one.” 

Aerial acrobatics originated from a late 1950’s 
French circus school, according to VerticalWise.
com. The art of aerial silks became widely known 
by Isabelle Vaudelle and Isabelle Chasse after they 
performed Quidam as part of a Cirque du Soleil 
show, one of the biggest aerial performance teams 
and one of the biggest circuses. 

“My goal is to get to the point where I can join a 
performance team and run away with the circus,” 
said Mount.  “The flamingo pose is the most 
elegant and prettiest pose. Other poses I enjoy are 
candy cane and the cocoon.” 

Aerial silks are beautiful, but also dangerous. In 
2013, a Cirque du Soleil aerial performer fell to her 
death during a show. “Aerial silks are extremely 
difficult, it’s a full body workout and it tests your 
flexibility. It’s also extremely dangerous and can 
lead to serious injuries and death. You almost 
always end up with bruises,” said Mount “There are 
physical limitations with aerial silks, the main being 
males [not being able to] participate due to male 
anatomy.” 

She also stated, “Depending on what silks you’re 
on and what you are doing you can be 30 feet in the 
air free falling into your next pose.” It is speculated 
that the founder of aerial silks is Andre Simard who 
specialized in the research and development of 
acrobatic moves of Cirque du Soleil since 1987 as 
said by VerticalWise.com. “The adrenaline rush you 
get while dropping is my favorite part.” 

Smooth as silk
Sophomore Emma Mount 
shares the ropes of aerial silks

Story by Ava Worthington



“Andrew is in his second year of running 
track. His first year, as a junior, he was 
our anchorman on the 4x400 m relay 

team that finished 6th in State. Andrew 
has worked really hard in the off-season 
to get stronger and faster. He is a true 

leader. He leads our team before practice 
for our warm-up, he leads by example 

throughout practice and leads our team 
after practice for post-practice rolling and 

stretching routine.”

“He has turned into a leader. Last year he was the only 
junior on the [State] 4x4 team. He is the only one left, [so] 
he’s pretty good. He has an injury right now, [but] him being 
around all the sprinters will bring the energy up and improve 
the whole team. He is a good teammate; he encourages a 
lot of people. He wants you to do the right thing. He doesn’t 
want you to skip a workout or practice just because you 
can. [He] gives us a bit of hope because we don’t really 
have that many guy sprinters. It pushes people to want to 
be on his team. He and Dante Keys are the top runners and 
everyone wants to be with them; it pushes the rest of us to 
be the best we can.”

Tyler Maple, 11
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KEYS TO
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6   Athlete of the Month

“Running in track is terrible, but my teammates and having success 
makes up for it. The great thing about track is the close bond you end up 
creating with your teammates; we all suffer so much we can’t help bonding 
over our pain. My teammates are the only reason I have continued to do 
track; I couldn’t do it without them. They help motivate me and to get better 

every day. I don’t want to let my teammates down. The thing that drives 
me is Coach Pelkey. My coaches have taught me so much about track 
and have helped to show me what I can accomplish through hard work. 
I want to have fun this season. I’m working on discus and hopefully will 
be competitive at it. This season, I want our team to win Conference. [I 
wish to] go to indoor State in the 4x200 m relay and to the State track 
meet for the 4x100 m relay.”
 “I always thought track seemed like something I could be competitive 

at, but it conflicted with baseball. I loved baseball, but when junior year 
came around, I was skeptical if I would make varsity baseball so I decided 
I would go out and see what I could do. I’m really glad I did. Hurdles 
aren’t the only obstacles in track. It’s a lot more complicated than running 
in a straight line. Perfecting your starts and hand-offs takes time and 
practice. [It] can be the difference in winning and losing a race. Managing 
school and track is easy when we have normal practices because they 
aren’t long and I have time to finish my school work. Meets are another 
story. They last all day long, and when we have multiple meets in one 
week, it becomes especially difficult. [But] there’s a bit of downtime at 
meets where I can work on my homework then. Track helps get you in 
shape and as the season goes on, you can really notice a difference in 

your body. Your times begin to drop and you get faster and faster.”

  Andrew Zoss, 12
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Hard Work
“Everyone else is 
working hard; you have 
to work harder than 
them. You want to be the 
best [athlete] you can 
be.”

Determination
“Everyone who is out 
doing anything, they are 
trying to win it; when it 
gets hard you have to be 
determined. You have to 
go through it and keep 
pushing yourself. Other 
people won’t have that 
determination and they’ll 
quit.”

Good support
“You need support, too. 
You can’t do everything 
by yourself. It takes your 
team and family and 
everyone working together 
to help you [achieve your 
goal].”

Interviews by Maggie McGuire and Molly Trivett
Photos by Jade Stone and Ava Worthington

Brian Pelkey, coach 
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[which] you get when you get the animal – 
have good information on them,” said Adair. 
“Unfortunately, sometimes people don’t 
follow it. People can get good, cheap stuff 
on Craigslist, if [money is] a problem, but 
they don’t.” 

He believes that people might see a 
animal they are interested in and buy it 
without a second thought -- and also without 
finding out the specific needs the animal 
has. “Ask questions to know what your pet 
[needs],” said Adair. “Go to a vet and ask 
questions,[or] ask people at pet stores.”

The way to avoid this safety violation is 
to prepare for an incoming pet; research and 
make sure to provide everything that they 
need. Smaller animals are mostly harmed 
by this lack of knowledge. Dogs, on the 
other hand, are hurt mostly by free-roaming 
policies.

Dogs are active animals with a need for 
the outdoors. Owners neglect this need, as 
they tend to be busy. Owners unintentionally 
abuse their dogs by not giving them the 
walks they need; however, some owners 
‘bypass’ this problem by letting the dogs 
wander freely. This poses a lot of danger 
for the dog; they can easily wander too far 
away from their home. Senior Emily Gist 
shared a story about this. 

“My dog ran away to my neighbor’s 
house down the street,” said Gist. “In my 
opinion, if you are going to get a dog, you 
might as well keep it inside [most] of the 
[time].” Letting a dog roam freely or off-
leash runs this risk if the owner does not 
keep the animal inside some of the time. 

“There is no point to getting an animal if you are just going to keep it 
outside and hardly interact with it,” Gist continued. “I would definitely 
keep my dog indoors, [except] for walks.” 

This problem may be exclusive to dogs, but it is part of a broader 
range of safety issues that plague all species of pets.

All pets are affected if their owners neglect to find out the information 
that is necessary to keep them healthy and happy. What solves this 
issue that causes neglect and abuse is simple: ask questions. Asking 
questions of the right sources, such as veterinarians and animal experts 
will give an owner the right tools to succeed in the world of pet care. 
“Misinformation – like people not knowing – is neglect,” said Adair. 
“Ask questions to know what you need to know, and don’t rely on the 
internet.”

Story by Jack Estes
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Unintentional harm:
Pet owners be aware-- you may be hurting your pet without even knowing it

Think for a second about 
a beloved pet – whether it be 
dog, cat, fish or reptile, most 
students  have had a pet at 
one time or another. Naturally, 
keeping them safe and happy is 
always a priority. 

However, unknown to most 
Americans, keeping an animal 
safe isn’t as easy as it sounds; 
according to the Animal Abuse 
Database -- a website that keeps 
records of animal neglect cases 
across the United States -- 
neglect for a pet’s needs is the 
most common form of animal 
abuse. Pet owners don’t even 
have to know they are abusing 
the animal to breach pet safety 
protocol; for instance, people 
who leave their dogs and cats 
outside are neglecting their 
animals by preventing them 
from shelter, but they don’t see 
it as abuse. 

The way to solve animal 
neglect is simple – owners 
need to ask questions and get 
answers  about their pets from 
animal experts or veterinarians 
to understand the animal’s real 
needs.

For example, English teacher 
Shelley Knapp believes 
overfeeding a pet is a breach of 
pet safety. 

“A lot of pets are overfed,” 
Knapp said. “When they become overweight, there are a 
lot of health issues that come with it.” When animals are 
overfed, it’s usually unintentional. Knapp shared a story 
about this problem. “My sister’s cat just recently stopped 
eating; so she thought it was just a cold – [where] hunger 
would be reduced – [and] she waited a little bit too long in 
my opinion before taking him to a vet,” she said. “Then it 
was discovered that his skin was really yellow and he was 
having liver problems. It was either a result of a liver disease 
called fatty liver disease or liver cancer.” This disease in cats 
is caused by overfeeding. 

For cats, overfeeding is the biggest major problem -- but it 
is easy to stop. 

In addition to overfeeding, there are other issues that can 
cause pet owners to be less-than-great caregivers.

Senior Hunter Adair believes that buying animals and not 
researching their needs properly is a major pet safety issue. 

“I work at PetSmart and I tell people that our care lists – 

WITH HIS HAND reaching for his dog, freshman 
Cole Works explains his favorite thing about owning 
a pet. “He jumps at me when I get home, and 
it’s someone I can play with,” said Works. Works 
explained how he his family adopted his dog. “His 
original owner was sick,” he said. “We got him for 
free from a shelter.” He added that while owning 
a pet is a big responsibility, he still loves his dog.

Photo by Mason Burress
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You spin me right round
Vinyl records -- a staple from the ‘60s 

and ‘70s -- are making a huge comeback, as 
hipsters and teens seek out vintage albums 
from their favorite groups, like Pink Floyd 
and The Beatles, as well as newer bands.

Locally, the best place to pick up vinyl 
is Rock Bottom Treasures. And junior 
Joey Copeland does show there. But, he 
also travels far and wide to add to his vast 
collection of a mix of artists from all sorts of 

genres that he has been 
collecting for years, 

“I started collecting 
vinyl albums 
around 2011,” said 

Copeland. “I found 
a resurgence 

since my 
p a r e n t s 
collected 
t h e m . 
I have 
a r o u n d 
m a y b e 
c l o s e 

to 900, I 
think. Some 
of them 
aren’t even 
at my house 
-- some are 
in Florida, 
some are 
here. I have 
six crates here. 
At home right 

now, I think 
I have about 
500.” F o r 
Copeland, one 
of the functions 
his albums have 
is to help him 
get his creative 
juices flowing, 

no matter 

what format.
“Vinyl albums inspire my artwork,” he 

said. “ It’s kind of observing old relics, art 
and everything with it. Within the sleeves and 
turning it makes it kind of like a ritual. Not 
like in an occult way, though. It’s pretty 
fun. Pulling all the sounds, distorting 
the tapes and everything is really 
cool.” Copeland believes that 
his first ever album was got 
him into vinyl, other than the 
fact that his parents used to 
be into them.

“I don’t know [the 
first album I got for my 
collection]. I remember 
getting a Cream record. I was 
really obsessed with Michael 
Jackson’s Off the Wall from 1979 
as a kid, so I think I got that first 
maybe. It’s kind of generic to say but 
that’s it,” he said. “I don’t know my favorite. 
It cycles around kind of. There is this guy 
named Todd Rundgren from the ‘70s. I’m 
really obsessed with his album Todd right 
now. It’s really weird, low-fi recordings 
and tapes. It’s pretty funky.” 

While Copeland owns many 
unique vinyls, he has met even more 
unique people and been to unique places 
on his adventures throughout the country to 
buy and collect record albums.   

“It’s pretty interesting to go around the 
country and talk to people,” said Copeland. 
“When I travel to different places, there’s a 
lot of different people I come across that are 
kind of funny.” 

He added, “[In] Orlando, Florida I’ve 
bought a lot. Cincinnati, too. I just [go] 
mostly where I’m at. I’ll also go online 
to Discgogs and such.” 

With these places and experiences under 
his belt, Copeland has acquired many 
interesting vinyl albums during his collect-
a-thons, including some that are rare 
and expensive.  

Junior Joey Copeland showcases 900 + vinyl 
album collection purchased from around the U.S.

“ I 
d o 
have [this 
one] from a guy – he had a 30-minute LP, self-
titled – it’s kind of rare, I think,” Copeland said. 
“It’s worth, like, $400.” Rare albums like that 
one are some of his favorites, although some 
oddball ones do stand out more than others. 

“I have a lot of odd ones,” Copeland said. 
“I have an aerobics one from 1983; it’s a kids’ 
aerobics [album].” 

Story by Chase Cupples and Jack Estes
Photos by Alyssa Franklin



Review   9

QS Early Spring 2017

Oh mama mia!
New pizza place opens in Plainfield

LaSpada’s Pizzeria, known for 
the Western New York style pizza, 
is the latest addition to the pizza 
scene in Plainfield.

A family-owned business from 
Buffalo, New York LaSpada’s is 
located on East Main Street. 

Out of tons of options, we finally 
decided and ordered a quarter-
sized cheese pizza, garlic pull-
apart bread, ham-n-cheese logs 
and for dessert, monkey bread. 

The pizzas are handcrafted 
made from fresh ingredients. From 

the cheesiest of pizzas to the to-
die-for-monkey bread, we were 
highly satisfied with the business. 
The items are reasonably priced. 
Our total order was only $21.96. 

In addition, the service was 
outstanding. The family-friendly 
atmosphere and the smiles that 
came from the workers made 
everyone feel welcome. 

If you are a pizza lover, make 
sure you call in or dine in for 
some great pizza.

Review by Juliann Schroer and Abi Postma

Contact

2368 East Main St.
Plainfield

(317) 268-6169
www.laspadaspizzeria.com

Photos by Juliann Schroer
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“No. It’s lying. 
[People catfish 
other people] 
because they want 
to get to know the 
other person, but 
they don’t think 

that person would like them back. 
In some way, I think [that people 
who catfish are damaged]. If it’s not 
just a dare, then I would say so.”

David Abbott, 9
“No. It’s wrong 
because 
someone 
believes you’re 
someone else. 
[Someone would 
catfish because] 
they’re bored or they just don’t want 
to be themselves. If they’re shy, 
or insecure. I don’t think it’s very 
common.”

Taylor Brown, 10
“Not really. You 
really are playing 
somebody’s 
feelings if you 
do. It’s pointless 
to play with 
someone. If 

you’re going to do it, you might as 
well just stop.”

Gavin Jacobs, 11
“No, because 
you shouldn’t try 
to be someone 
you’re not. It’s 
really messed up 
if you’re playing 
with someone’s 
feelings like that. I’m not quite sure 
why you’d want to do that.”

Ella Kenninger, 12

Is catfishing 
morally right?

 of surveyed students said that 
they had been catfished

Source: Student poll, 100 students, 3/17 by Molly Trivett

The slang term for creating fake 
profiles on social media to create false 
identities has its origins in the 2010 
movie ‘Catfish,’ a pseudo-documentary 
that followed a young man’s online 
friendship with a woman that turned out 
to be very different from her Facebook 
profile. 

Yaniv (commonly known as ‘Nev’) 
Shulman is a man who got deeply 
wounded when finding out who his online 
Juliette, a young woman named Meghan, 
really was. Nev finds out that ‘Meghan’ 
is actually a lady named Angela, who 
originally posed as Meghan’s mother. He 
was crushed, but instead of turning all 
that frustration outward, Nev decided 
to start a television series 
named ‘Catfish: the TV 
Show’ to help other 
people who believe 
that they might be 
getting catfished 
themselves.

In Merriam 
Webster’s Collegiate 
Dictionary, catfishing is 
described as “luring someone into 
a relationship by means of a fictional 
online persona.” People act different, use 
pictures of other people, or even act as 
the opposite gender to make a personal 
connection with someone through social 
media. Catfishing can be used as a form 
of revenge or simply for entertainment 
purposes.   

Sophomore Jessica Dorsett came 
to the conclusion that when being in a 
relationship, a person needs to see the 
other person’s actions, not just hear their 
words. “[In face-to-face relationships], 
you tell things about a person through 
their actions, rather than just what 

they’re saying. Because [of being] 
online, you know what they’re saying, 
but you don’t actually know what they’re 
thinking or how they act when they’re in 
front of you.”

Sophomore Jacob Montgomery 
agreed: “People can be different on the 
internet than they can be in person. They 
can act differently; they can be a totally 
different person. They can post things 
that make them seem one way, when in 
reality, they are totally different.”

Dorsett added, “[When a person finds 
out that they’re getting catfished] they 
would be mad. They thought someone 
actually cared for them, but no, they’re 

just doing it for fun.”
Montgomery believes 

that the person who was 
catfished would be more 
frustrated then anything. 
“They could’ve said some 

things. And then they find 
out that they didn’t mean it. 

If they were deep, meaningful 
things, it would be frustrating,” 

he said.
Some people develop romantic 

feelings for a person over the internet 
through online dating. Online dating is 
the number one source for catfishing. 
“Real feelings can come from it, but 
once they find out you are not who you 
say you are, they’re not going to want 
to talk to you (the catfish) anymore,” 
Dorsett said. 

Catfishing really came to the forefront 
recently after the invention of the smart 
phone. Montgomery said, “Catfishing 
was probably very vague beforehand, 
and now it’s a bigger problem with the 
rise of technology.” 

Story by Maggie McGuire  and Molly Trivett

Secret identity:
‘Catfishing’ on the rise

15%

of online daters 
believe that someone 

else has presented 
false information in 

their profile,

54%

Source: scientific
american.com
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“There was one time where I ate a 
spoonful of vegetable oil for a dollar, it 
was pretty nasty. I just thought it’d be fun 
to do. I have also accidently put eggnog 
in my cereal before, I thought it was milk, 
it was pretty bad as well.”

Connor Hudson, 9

“I’ve eaten a mosquito before. It was 
when I was running and it flew in 
my mouth by accident. It was pretty 
disgusting -- a weird flavor for sure -- but 
surprisingly it didn’t taste like blood. I 
also ended up having a mosquito bite in 
my mouth.”

Evan Betzner, 10

“The strangest thing I’ve eaten in my life 
was alligator tail from FudPuckers down 
in Florida. It didn’t taste gross, it just kind 
of tasted like chicken, but with a kick. 
It wasn’t what I expected; I expected 
something slimy and dull, but it was 
pretty good, surprisingly.”

Emma Kersey, 11

“I ate a banana whole one time, peel and 
all, it was pretty good. It’s got a bitter 
taste; bitter and sweet at the same time, 
I guess. It’s more of a personal mood 
kind of thing; only when I’m in the mood 
is when I’d eat a banana whole. Plus, it’s 
less waste that way.”

Victor Popov, 12

Sophomore Trevor Bowen makes a disgusted face 
while trying the pickled pig’s feet. “This is really, 
really bad,” said Bowen.

Sophomore Zoie O’Conner holds potted meat on a 
cracker in her hand before giving it a try. “It’s not bad, 
but it’s really salty. I’d eat it, but not all the time,” she 
said.

Photos by Payton Moulder

Junior Cavin Montgomery tries the pickled pig’s feet, 
which he promptly spat out. 

Senior Dustin Kehoe ate both some pickled pig’s feet 
and a chocolate covered bug. “I would never try that 
again,” said Kehoe. 

Senior Kayla Lampe tries her first bite of potted 
meat. “It tastes like cat food,” she said.

Officer Bruce Felix did not try the potted meat, but 
when asked if he wanted to, he said: “Are you trying 
to give me a heart attack? There is so much sodium 
in this.”

Brave volunteers tempt -- or torture -- their 
tastebuds with bugs, potted meat, pigs feet

Wondering what the 
weirdest food teens 

have ever eaten was, 
Quaker Shaker staff 
members came up 
with a challenge to 
see who would be 

willing to taste some 
unconventional foods.
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12   Editorial

OUR PERSPECTIVE: 
We believe that children are getting 
electronics at too young of an age. 
Children should not get electronics 

until they are fully aware of the 
dangers and consequences that come 

along with them.

Student Perspectives

POLL

Source:  Student poll, 100 students, by Taylor Wise and Kyra Howard 3/17

Yes NoSAY 
WHAT?

Interesting 
conversations 
heard around 

the school

“I don’t know if I have dimples, I never smile.”

“How many people would have to die for an 

ordinary citizen to become president?”

“People tell me I’m okay all the time. I don’t 

believe them.”

“And they say murder is a sin.”

“I like the feeling of teddy bear flesh and skin 

under my nails.”

QS Early Spring 2017

Do children get electronics at 
too young of an age?

When children are handed a device by their 
parents to keep them busy, it may entertain the 
child -- but it can also affect the child’s health. 
Children who are under age ten with access 
to phones, tablets and electronics are not fully 
aware of how dangerous they can be. Even 
some teenagers are not aware of the dangers 
these devices present. From health issues to 
the unsafe practice of talking to people they 
don’t know—electronics can be harmful in 
many ways. 

According to medlineplus.gov, the average 
American child spends five to seven hours a 

day on some type of electronics. While 
parents may get a break by allowing kids 
to watch TV or play a game, it can be 
hurting the child -- from an increased risk 
of mental health issues to having trouble 
sleeping at night. Problems can range 
from depression and anxiety to attention 
issues and more.

This not only affects the child but 
can cause stress on the family. Most 
youngsters do not know when to stop 
watching television or playing games 
-- and parents are not always great at 
setting timers or pulling the plug.

Along with too much time spent in 
front of TV screens and games, children 
are getting smart phones and tablets at 
a very young age. It may seem normal, 
since many kids are often seen using 
devices, but it is not necessarily a good 
thing. When a child who doesn’t know 
the dangers of talking to strangers on 
social media has unrestricted access to 
social media, it can lead to some serious 
consequences. If a teen or a child gets 
contacted by someone they do not 
know, that youngster may not realize 
the person could be someone with bad 
intentions. According to kidshealth.org, 
17% of teens say they’ve been contacted 
online by someone they didn’t know in 
a way that made them feel scared or 
uncomfortable. 

On top of not knowing who may be 
behind some social media accounts, 
most children do not know how to avoid 
bullying and bad crowds. 

When a child gets bullied, it can lower 
his or her self-esteem. Most children 
and teens will not speak up when they 
are bullied which can lead to severe 

c y b e r b u l l y i n g .  
About 42% of 
children have 
been bullied 
online, with one 
in four being 
verbally attacked 
more than once, 
according to 
bullyingstatistics.
org. 

Children and 
teens should not 
be exposed to 
things like bullying 
and social media 
at a young age 
because it could 
possibly cause 
serious harm to 
the child’s mental 
health

“I believe that kids 
don’t get electronics 

too early. Most kids are 
given more freedom 

and they need a form 
of communication. Kids 
also should be able to 
enjoy technology as 
much as adults can.”
Logan Coffman, 9

“I believe that kids 
shouldn’t get phones 
until they are about 

13 or 14. If they were 
to get phones at an 

older age, they would 
be outside more, 

instead of worrying 
about their social life.”

Tylor Turnbull, 10

“I have really little 
cousins that are 

seven years old with a 
phone. I think it’s too 

soon because parents 
don’t take enough time 
to inform children on 
what is out there on 

the internet.”
Mary Aung, 11

“Children need 
to spend time 

being outside and 
exercising, and 
not be inside on 
their phones and 
computers. They 

need to be healthy 
kiddos.”

Elizabeth Mariscal, 12

Plugged in too soon?

Some of these problems can be eliminated, simply 
by spending more time with teens and children and 
getting them to do activities other than watch TV or 
use electronics. Children can also be given limited 
access to their devices. Having set time periods in 
each day for use is an easy way to allow them to have 
time on devices while being cautious and keeping 
a close eye on what they are doing, who they are 
talking to and what information they are sharing.  

Children may want to spend a lot of time on their 
devices, but their health and safety should always 
come first -- neither of which is positively affected by 
too much screen time.

Being exposed to electronics at an early age can be harmful

82% 18%



On l y 
6 2 . 8 
miles.

That is the 
distance from 
Plainfield to 
Delphi, Indiana, 
where two 
young girls 
were found 
murdered on 
February 14 
-- shocking 
not only to the 
small, quiet 
town of 2,888, 

but to the state of Indiana as a whole.
Though Plainfield has a 

significantly larger population -- 
30,097 people as of 2013 -- it still 
retains the “small-town” feel that 
people have come to know and love. 
Many residents think that staying safe 
only applies to trips to Indianapolis 
or other larger cities. But, that’s what 
the people of Delphi also thought.

When people are told to stay safe, 
they may think of driving safely, 
wearing a helmet on a bike or simply 
just staying out of harm’s way. Something to think twice about is personal 
safety and surroundings. While living in a community that is a small or 
quiet, feeling safe is what seems to be normal. Seeing bad things happen 
all over the news in big cities and thinking “That could never happen 
here” may be one of the most unsafe mind sets to have.  

In Delphi, two teenage girls were murdered while walking on their 
local trails. The girls had been dropped off to hike a few hours before; 
when a family member 
arrived to pick them up, he 
could not locate them. This 
led to a search that later 
found the girls’ bodies in 
the area. 

Quiet towns like Delphi 
-- and Plainfield  -- seem 
to be safe and most people 
don’t think twice about 
their surroundings. But 
there are always dangers, 
even in places where it 
appears things are safe. 

Plainfield Police Department Captain Jill Lees has had firsthand 
experience with safety and difficult situations.  “Delphi is a small 
town and it shows that crimes against people can happen anywhere,” 

13   News
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“When I was eight or nine, my 
family took a trip to Gatlinburg, 
Tennessee. We parked next to 
the woods when we went out to 
dinner, and we got back to the car 
[there was] a giant black bear was 
in front of it. We all ran to get in 
the car and drove off.”

Allan Grimes, 9
“My mom was driving for one of 
the first times and I was in the 
car with her. We were by a semi 
and another one started merging 
onto the road. She had to slow 
down really quick so we didn’t 
get crushed between them. I was 
terrified.”

Ilanna Bullock, 10
“A situation where I haven’t felt 
safe is when I almost got in a car 
wreck with my mom. We were 
driving on country roads and she 
hit a patch of black ice. We were 
swerving and I remember her 
trying to avoid going off the road 
into a steep ditch. Thankfully, we 
were safe, but to this day, I try to 
always pay attention to roads in 
unsafe conditions.” 

Maggie Evans, 11
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The number of the tip line for any 
information known about the Delphi 

murders is 1-844-459-5786 
More than 13,000 tips have been received. 
There is a reward of over $230,000 for the 

tip that leads to the arrest of the killer. 

said Captain Lees. “I think teens need to realize how important it is to 
have personal safety. Children at a young age are taught stranger safety; 
however, as they get older, they aren’t reminded of the dangers or they 
feel that it won’t happen to them.”

Lees explained how smaller 
communities are still a place to be 
careful. “I think kids should be 
aware in smaller communities. It 
goes back to reporting suspicious 
activity and not putting yourself in 
a risky situation,” said Captain Lees. 

Captain Lees’ son, sophomore 
Eric Lees stated that he too thinks 
personal safety is important. “To be 
safe as a teen, you have to be aware 
and vigilant of your surroundings at 

all times,” said 
Eric. He went 
on to add that the Delphi murders can allow teens 
to see bad things can happen to anybody no matter 
where they live.

Senior Riley Lautenschlager agrees that the 
murders in Delphi could be an eye opener for local 
teens. “I think it is really sad, but it could help teens 
realize things happen and they need to be aware,” 
said Lautenschlager. 

Of course, when looking at the 
evidence of the crime and knowing habits 
of modern day teens, the idea of the crime 

being somehow connected to social media is not a far stretch 
for many, and experts have reportedly been investigating 
those avenues.

Lees related that she has seen this up close. 
“The biggest issue I have dealt with among teen safety is 

internet safety and putting way too much information on social 
media. Teens put too much personal information out there for 

everyone to see,” said Captain Lees. 
She stressed the common problem of 
some people not being honest about 
their identities online. “People out 
there that contact teens aren’t always 
who they say they are and that is very 
dangerous. We have experienced this in 
the past and I don’t even need to talk 
about that specific issue,” said Captain 
Lees. 

Eric, too, believes social media can 
influence teens and their safety. “I think the 
biggest problem of teens being in danger is on 
social media. Teens talk to people on social media 

they think are other teens but, they can actually be a lot older,” said Eric. 
Lautenschlager expressed her views on social media and the role it 

could possibly have played in the Delphi murders. “[If the girls were 
under the assumption] that they were meeting someone their age, that 
could have played a huge role,” said Lautenschlager. “You never realize 

how easy it is for someone to lie about who they are. That can be extremely 
dangerous.” She added that parents can be helpful by watching their kids’ 
social media accounts up until a certain age, as well as speaking to them 

about the dangers of social media. 
Despite what is going on in Delphi, 

Captain Lees feels confident about her 
son’s safety in Plainfield. “Overall, we 
live in a safe community with a safe 
school system; however, we can’t forget 
that bad things can happen anywhere,” 
she explained. “It is really important 
that he knows to be aware of his 
surroundings and not to put himself into 
risky situations.”

Captain Lees sees both sides of how 
growing up with a police officer as a 
parent has affected her son. “It is a curse 
and a blessing to have parents that are 

police officers,” she said. “It is a curse because we have a front row seat 
to the worst show in America.” She mentioned that her son may have 
been affected by her job is that he has seen both what she has dealt with 
and also how she carries herself. Captain Lees said she hopes she has 
influenced him to be aware and use common sense. “I have done my best 
to be the best role model I can for him and to keep him safe both now as 
a teen and through adulthood,” said Captain Lees. 

“I feel safe 
in Plainfield. I 
know what is 
going on and I 
am very vigilant 
about preventing 
unsafe things,” 
said Eric. “When 
I was younger, 
someone tried 
to break into 
my grandma’s 
house while my 
mom and I were 
there. My mom 

went into ‘cop 
mode.’ I learned 
a lot that day 
from the way my 
mom addressed 
the situation and 
taught me how to 

handle that type of thing.”
While Eric may feel safe in Plainfield, it is highly likely that the 

Delphi girls felt safe too, until it was too late for them to think otherwise. 
Therefore, knowing one’s surroundings and being cautious is always 
vital.

The Delphi investigation is ongoing and there have been search 
warrants served, but no arrests have been made. Thousands of tips have 
been called in and there is a reward of over $230,000 for the tip that leads 

Have you ever been in a 
situation where you haven’t 

felt safe?

Yes 85%    No 15%
Source:  Student poll, 100 students, 3/17 by Kyra Howard

Abby Williams and Libby German
Source:  www.ABCnews.com

IMAGE OF SUSPECT in Delphi, Indiana murders. Captain Jill 
Lees gave tips on how to be safe. “Be alert and aware of your 
surroundings at all times. Stay off your phone.  Looking down at 
your phone is not safe. Keep music low and have one headphone 
out of your ear so you can hear if anyone approaches,” she said. 
“Do not be on the trail system or in the parks at night (between dusk 
and dawn). That is a Town of Plainfield Ordinance.”

Photo source:  Fox 59 news

to the killer or killers. 
“I hope that tips from the community can help apprehend the suspect 

in the case of the murdered Delphi girls and seek justice,” said Captain 
Lees. “My thoughts and prayers go out to the parents and families of 
Libby and Abby during their time of grief.”

Story by Kyra Howard

Plainfield Crime Statistics
 “Months ago, I was planning on 
going up north to ski. It’s the only 
sport that I love to participate in, 
but it is filled with danger. Going 
downhill at high speeds can lead 
to broken bones and death. Even 
more so when you try to pull off 
tricks.”

Ross Davis, 12

In 2016, there were 87 juvenile arrest reports with 90 charges filed.
The majority of charges filed were for theft/shoplifting (47).  
Other charges include
- 3 alcohol-related offenses 
- 11 battery charges
- 5 drug charges
- 9 robbery/burglary charges
- 15 other offenses. 
 Total reports were lower than in 2015 by about 27% and   
 the charges were relative to the reports taken.      

Source:  Captain Jill Lees, Plainfield Police Department



new requirements, schools had to 
switch to the ISTEP+ test. 

It’s possible that the ISTEP+ 
test will have the same shortened 
lifespan that the ECA tests did. 
Even after legislation decides (if 
it chooses to) to remove the test, 
it still will not be completely 
removed until a new test comes 
in place. “What people don’t 
understand is that you cannot 
get rid of ISTEP+ until there is 
something to replace it with,” said 
Schwanekamp. “It’s not entirely 
inaccurate when someone says 
that legislators are done with 
ISTEP+, but we’re still working 
our way through that.”

Even though the ISTEP+ might 
be the current standardized test 
used for graduation requirements,  
sophomore Rachel Marsh, 
along with Griffin, both took the 
ECAs as well as the ISTEP+. “I 
personally was a little upset to find 
out that the scores didn’t matter 
for the ECAs that I took, because 
I studied and prepared a lot for 
them,” said Marsh. “The whole 
curriculum was sort of based on 
what was going to be on the test 
and now that it doesn’t matter, I 
feel like a lot of the preparation 
that was behind taking the test 
was useless. I have mixed feelings 
about taking ISTEP+ because it’s 
good for us to see where we are, 
but it’s a test that no one really 
wants to take. I feel like the state 
could still see that we’re learning 
if we took a test like the ISTEP+, 

but one that wasn’t so time- 
consuming,” Marsh said. 

Griffin also saw a similar 
solution, “I don’t necessarily 
think that bringing ISTEP+ 
to the high school level was 
a good idea because I think 
it’s counter intuitive. They 
could maybe have made it so 
that it was based on what the 
students learned that year, 
so it is more specific to the 
students’ education.”

Story by Anu Nattam

can be a sophomore and a senior, 
or something along those lines. 
Since each teen has different rules 
to follow, the parents can get 
confused with what to expect.”

Not only that, but instead of 
testing after taking a specific 
class, students are often tested 
over that particular material a 
year or more after having taken 
the class the test is based on. “In 
our sophomore class, there are 
kids in Pre-Calculus, Algebra II, 
Geometry and Algebra I, and as 
a school, we have to figure about 
how to test all of these kids,” said 
Schwanekamp. “There’s really not 
a great way that we’ve come up 
with to do it.”

Sophomore Kyle Griffin agreed 
with Schwanekamp with the time 
of the testing. “A lot of what the 
test covers is stuff that I haven’t 
revisited in two or three years, 
so I hardly remember any of the 
material sometimes,” Griffin said. 
“It takes a ton of class time for 
review, but most of the material 
that we review is really easy. 
Testing also takes up a lot of time, 
and in that time I end up missing 
a lot of important classes and fall 
behind in schoolwork.”

Even though both Schwanekamp 
and Griffin agreed that the ECA 
was the more preferred of the 
two tests, those tests were based 
on old standards, which aren’t 
as rigorous as the new standards 
adopted by the state of Indiana. 
In order to accommodate these 
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When it comes to school, one 
thing has always been a constant:  
testing. Students have officially 
entered testing season, and 
number two pencils and Scantrons 
are a regular part of most high 
school students’ lives. Although 
testing is the norm, the tests that 
students are taking have changed 
a lot recently. What once used 
to be ECAs, or End of Course 
Assessments have been replaced 
with the ISTEP+ test. There has 
been talk at the state government 
(and consequently, in the media) 
of completely getting rid of the 
ISTEP+ test. All of these factors 
contribute to a confused public 
who is not exactly sure about the 
requirements that need to be met 
in order to graduate from high 
school in Indiana.

Whether it’s ISTEP+ or the 
ECA, these tests work to measure 
student achievement in the 
subject areas of English/language 
arts and mathematics. Assistant 
Principal Brent Schwanekamp 
shared what he thinks might be 
the reason behind all the test 
confusion. “I think the hardest 
part with standardized testing 
right now in the state of Indiana 
is that there’s a lot of different 
groups that are graduating with a 
lot of different rules,” explained 
Schwanekamp. “In Indiana, the 
graduation rules are based on 
what year you graduate. That’s 
where the confusion comes in. 
Sometimes, in households, there 

“Personally, I 
think it’s sad that 
the ECA scores 
don’t count 
anymore, but I 
think that ISTEP+ 
is better. I would 
have preferred to 

be in my normal classroom because 
I feel more comfortable testing with 
people I learn with. I feel like it’s hard 
to take one test that determines a 
great deal about my future.”

Carli Perry, 11

Do you think 
standardized 

testing is 
necessary?

Not so standard anymore:
Testing from ECA to ISTEP+ ... what next?

YES: 63% 

“I feel like the ECA and ISTEP+ 
tests are totally 
different. They 
are graded 
differently and 
are formatted 
differently, but 
they both count 
for the same 
thing. If I had to pick one, I would 
choose the ECA ,though, because 
I feel it’s easier to take a test over 
something that you learned that 
year instead of a variety of topics 
that you might have learned a while 
ago. As a senior, I understand 
the importance of doing well on 
standardized tests, and I think that 
whichever test you take, you should 
try your very hardest.” 

Zane Janneck, 12
“I think the ECA 
is better than 
the ISTEP+; I 
think that has 
a lot to do with 
the reputation 
that the ISTEP+ 
has. Not many 

students found great joy taking the 
ISTEP [in elementary school], but I 
often find my peers have less of a 
disliking toward the ECA. To me, it’s 
more or less just another final exam 
on steroids.” 

Joel Wolfe, 11

“I wasn’t really bothered when I found 
out that my ECA 
scores from the 
past don’t really 
matter anymore. 
I prefer ISTEP+ 
because I feel 
like it’s much 
easier and 
its less nerve 
wracking. It’s a test that I’ve been 
taking for a while, so I know what it’s 
like when I’m going into it.” 

Winnie Watkins, 9

Source:  Student poll, 100 
students, 4/17 by Anu Nattam
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