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We will be running an eight week series on the Sources of Strength that our peer leaders and teachers 

will be sharing with us.  We will highlight a different strength each week.  This week, we want to share 

with you the different ways a mentor can be a source of strength for you. A mentor is someone you 

trust and who can help guide you through your adolesent adventure. A mentor is an important part of 

the Sources of Strength wheel. Having a mentor is a great way to expand your horizons and experience 

thing you had never thought of before...from books, to cultures and even foods. One of the project 

Mrs. Kleve, an 8th grade ICAP teacher, did to show junior high students the many mentors available in 

our school is the Helping Hands poster in the junior high commons area. Each student wrote a staff 

member 's name that they trusted on a paper hand and stapled them to a big green paper heart. I 

interviewed Mrs. Kleve and one of the questions I asked her was what Helping Hands was exactly, she 

replied, ?Helping Hands is an off chute of the ornaments project our school did last year for Sources of 

Strength.? Why is helping hands even a thing?  ?Helping Hands is a thing because, as teachers, we 

wanted to make sure that we knew where the students could turn to go get some help.?  according to 

Mrs. Kleve  Knowing where the students go to get help when they are struggling with depression, 

anxiety, or just flat out hurting is a good resource for the school district. Mrs. Kleve said, ?Helping 

Hands is meant to be done as the ?mentor-type? people of Sources of Strength.?  As you look at the 

heart where the hands are all displayed you can see the love our teachers feel for us.  It is great to 

know there are so many people in this building who student 's

can turn to in the rough and the good times in their lives. Our 

school district is full of people we considermentors, but that  

does not mean there are not people in the community who 

could be considered mentors too.  Who do you turn to when 

you need help?  Who is your mentor?  If you don't have one, 

take the time to find one...we all need someone we can turn

to for help. 



Veteran's Day

 By Sawyer  Sigler

HOLYOKE CO- Monday, November 11, 2019, was one of the most important days of the year. The 

Holyoke High School honored the veterans in our community with a breakfast and an assembly on their 

behalf. On June 1, 1945, Dwight D. Eisenhower declared that on this day, we will honor those who have 

served or are currently serving. This day is important because without it how will our veterans and 

active-duty soldiers know how thankful we are for their service to our country. During the breakfast, 

students served bacon, orange juice, syrup, and pancakes. The bacon served was donated by Seaboard 

and cooked by Blisties. The orange juice and syrup were donated by the Vet 's Club. On behalf of the 

school, we would like to extend our thanks to Seaboard, Blisties, and our Vet 's Club for their part in 

making this event special. Junior high students particpated in the Patriot 's Pen essay contest and the 

theme was ?What Makes America Great?. The 1st place winner was Wyatt Sprague, second place was 

taken by Anna Hayes, and third place went to Addison Goldenstein. Not far behind was 4th place, Leah 

Struckmeyer, followed by Andrea Marquez. Congratulations to these 5 winners. High school student 's 

participated in a similar event, called the Voice of Democracy, a speech competition. The winners for 

the Voice of Democracy were Hailey Van Overbeke( Junoir) with first place, second place was Max Kleve 

(Freshman) and Erick Marriquin (Junior) was fourth place. Michel Pell was sick on Monday and was 

unable to attend, but was the third-place winner. Congratulations to all who participated. Mike Hardy 

gave an amazing speech about how he became a soldier and the mindset he used to get to that spot. 

He told us how his role model became a soldier and how

he wanted to be like his role model. Hardy did become a 

soldier in the Military, and we are thankful for your 

service. To all the veterans and current soldiers, we hope 

to extend our gratitude and appreciation to your services 

and the sacrifices you have made on behalf of our great 

country.  
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FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS

By Karlie Martin

HOLYOKE CO- The Holyoke Dragons played the Rocky Ford Meloneers on Saturday, November 9th. In 

the 1st quarter, the dragons came off on a rough start against the Meloneers. Rocky Ford got the first 

touchdown but they missed their extra point, making the score 0-6. Then Holyoke kicked it into high 

gear and made many touchdowns, finishing the game with the score 57-6. The Dragons made so 

many touchdowns it was hard to keep track of them! One of the kicks from Alexis got blocked but 

later in the game Carlos Legarreta, with Stephen Murray?s through, made a two-point conversion. Our 

status is 10-0, 30 seconds before half-time, Caleb Deaver got hurt. He was holding the ball for Alexis 

to kick and he got hit hard. The boy that hit him immediately got ejected from the game. Caleb got 

escorted by an ambulance to MMH. Do to his injury, Caleb will not be starting on the game on 

Saturday, he will be cheering his team on. The dragons play Colorado Springs Christian again for the 

Quarter Finals on Saturday, November 16th. Same thing applies this weekend only CHASSA and 

CHSCA passes work and Students are $5, adults are $8, and kids under 4 are free.

By Elly Brown

HOLYOKE CO- On Saturday, November 9,  the lady dragon?s volleyball team

 went to Del Norte to compete in regionals. They played against the Del 

Norte volleyball team first and we won all three sets. The next playoff match

 was against Swink. During the Swink match we won two sets and they won

 the next set but we fought back and won the next set. We had to play against Del Norte again for one 

set to 25 points and we sadly lost. This year?s volleyball team was great none-the-less and we will miss 

the seniors greatly after this year. The whole community of Holyoke was inspired by the volleyball 

team?s endurance and strength this year. Holyoke is excited for next year?s volleyball season to  start.                       

END OF THE VOLLEYBALL SEASON 



SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Seth Watson 

By Emma Sprague

HOLYOKE CO-Seth Watson is a senior who is playing 
football and baseball, although Seth claims he would 
never play basketball or track. Seth feels really 
confident after their win against Rocky Ford last 
Saturday as they had won 57-6. When the Dragons 
had been ahead, Caleb Deaver had gotten a hard 
tackle following a trip to the hospital,when he was 
being the holder. Although Caleb?s injury had been an 
obstacle in the Dragons way Seth says the Holyoke 
Dragons have lots of reliable players that would be 
willing to go in and play for others spots. He also 
believes they are going to go to state, but mainly 
hopes they will win. As the Dragons are going against 
Colorado Christan for the second time Seth thinks they 
will do wekk just like they did last time. Even though 
they have beaten Limon on the edge, Seth still sees 
them as their biggest threat. Seth says that football 
has made him a better person. He plans on doing 
sports in college, but isn?t looking at any specific 
college at the moment. He has applied to some 
colleges and wants to study wildlife biology. Blake 
Mosenteen is Seth?s best friend and has been with him 

the whole way.  

Jackie Valenzuela

By Dahira Castillo 

HOLYOKE CO-Jackie is planning on going to college 

for health management or business management 

in Fort Luis or CSU. She?s excited and nervous to 

graduate and has prepared by applying for 

scholarships. Sophomore year was the easiest for 

Jackie because she had easy classes. Jackie enjoys 

seeing her brother, Ivan in the halls, ?I don?t see 

him a lot but it 's funny when he makes faces at me, 

it 's also weird because people say we look alike.? 

Jackie has done swimming for four years and golf 

for three years. If Jackie could talk to her freshman 

self she would say, ?Don?t stress over the small 

things, keep going.? The advice she has for the Jr. 

High kids is, ?Time passes by really fast, enjoy every 

moment.? Jackie will miss her parents and being 

around her friends. One of her favorite high school 

memories is anytime she was hanging and being 

around her friends. Something Jackie has 

accomplished that she is very proud of is being a 

part of the NHS, National Honor Society.



Lorem ipsum dolor sit  amet, 
consetetur sadipscing elit r, sed diam 
nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut 
labore et dolore magna aliquyam 
erat, sed diam voluptua. 

At vero eos et accusam et justo duo 
dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd 
gubergren, no sea takimata sanctus 
est. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit  amet, 
consetetur sadipscing elit r, sed diam 
nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut 
labore et dolore magna. 

At vero eos et accusam et justo duo 
dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd 
gubergren, no sea takimata sanctus 
est Lorem ipsum dolr sit  amet. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit  amet, 
consetetur sadipscing elit r, sed diam 
nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut 
labore et dolore magna. 

At vero eos et accusam et justo duo 
dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd 
gubergren, no sea takimata sanctus 
est Lorem ipsum dolor sit  amet. 

STAFF SPOTLIGHTS                            
       

By Krista Noffsinger 

Mrs. Clyaton is the science teacher at Holyoke Jr/Sr High School, she
 has been teaching her for 11 years. Mrs. Clayton went to college at
 the University of Northern Colorado. As a kid, Mrs.Clayton always 
wanted to be a teacher but as a kid, her loving and yet concerned 
parents wanted a life for her in which she wouldn't struggle financially so she went to college 

with the intent of being a pharmacist which she did not enjoy beside from helping people. She 

soon went back and worked to gain her CNA license. Eventually she got the opportunity to work 

at a high-risk middle school and she loved every minute of it, she knew it was too late to go back 

to school for a teaching major so her advisor suggested to try to obtain her teaching license 

through an alternative licensure program, she did just that and she is very glad that she did. One 

thing Mrs.Clayton loves is going to graduation every year because she gets the opportunity to 

see students celebrate 4 long years of hard work. Mrs.Clayton likes to teach because she likes to 

see students take on new challenges and learn and grow from them.

MRS. CLAYTON 

STACEY KROGMEIGER 
By Isaiah Rueter  

HOLYOKE CO- Stacey has been working for the Holyoke junior/senior high off
and on for 20 years, working as a sub, para, and now secretary. She has also 
worked at a Case IH dealership. Stacey loves her job because she loves kids. 
Stacey has three kids Luke, Kayla, and Dominic. Luke is taking online classes
through the University of Colorado. Luke also lives in L.A., He is interested in
the film industry. Dominic studies writing and art. He is enrolled at CU 
Boulder and England for a semester abroad. Dominic also helps around the
family farm. Kayla is also interested in microbiology and is also in England. Last summer she spent time 

in Germany for an internship for plant biology. Stacey is going to fly to L.A. To spend Thanksgiving with 

Luke. Stacey grew up on a family farm irrigating, driving tractors, and also driving combines. Stacey has 

got an AA from NJC, a degree in education with a minor in science from the University of Wyoming. 

Stacey gets along with all the students and her co-workers. According to Stacey, ? Holyoke?s school is 

cleaner than others, students are nicer to one another, and students have strong bonds with teachers.? 

It makes Stacey sad when people focus on the things that are wrong instead of the things that are right 

and positive in life.? Stacey is very good at her job and we appreciate her each and every day for the 

things she does to keep this facility running. 



BREAKING NEWS
SHOULD KIDS HAVE PHONES?
By: Areli Murillo

DENVER CO- Phones. Why are parents giving their children phones at 

such an early age? Phones can harm your health. Children either have 

phones, tablets, or computers. According to Healthline, a connection to 

phones, laptops, and tablets can cause short-term or long-term mental 

health problems. The time children spend on their electronic devices can seriously strain their eyes. 

According to The Denver Channel, a recent study by the non-profit Common Sense Media found that 53% 

of kids have a smartphone by age 11, and 69% by age 12. Many parents think elementary school is too 

young for a child to have a phone. At the same time, parents want to keep in touch with their children or 

child. There are many ways to keep in touch with your child without giving them a phone. There are 

watches that you can buy, like the Verizon GizmoWatch. It retails for $179.00 plus a $5.00-a-month service 

plan. There are also many more ways like two-way radios, flip phones, and internet messaging apps. 

According to The Denver Channel, educators say even the alternatives can be a distraction in the 

classroom. Bear Valley International School educator Chris Plesko says even basic flip phones or watches 

can be a distraction in the classroom.

Spencer  Dam n

By Estrella Quintana

HOLYOKE CO - During a cold morning, Kenny Angel had 

gotten a knock on his door. Two of the workers from the

 utility in northern Nebraska had come with a warning 

saying, ? Get out of your house.?  Just over a quarter-mile 

upstream, the 92-year-old Spencer Dam struggled to contain, the ice-covered Niobrara River after an 

intense both snow and rainstorm. The workers tried but they failed to open the dam?s frozen gates. 

Fearing the worst, they went on their truck, stopping trying to warn him before leaving, driving away.  

After a couple of minutes have passed, the dam crashed down, the flowing waves of water carrying the 

huge ice chunks, the size of a car. Angels? home was wiped away along with his body, which was not  

found. A brother of Angel, Scott Angel, had said, ? He had about a 5-minute notice, with no warning the 

day before.?  A former Ohio official, Mark Ogden, said, ? There are thousands of people in this country 

that live downstream from dams that are probably considered given current safety.?  The association 

estimated that it would take even more than $70 billion to repair. 



Misunderst ood Holidays

By Grace Whisenhunt

HOLYOKE CO-Have you ever noticed how there is not a lot of 

Thanksgiving candy that you don?t have to make? Nor is there 

a lot of Thanksgiving decorations that aren?t turkeys? Turkeys 

are a big part of Thanksgiving, but they are not the only part. 

Thanksgiving is not the only holiday that gets misunderstood. Christmas, Easter, and St. Patrick's Day 

are all misunderstood as well. These holidays are supposed to be religious. Instead, people focus on 

presents, hiding eggs, and pinching each other if you?re not wearing green. Christmas is supposed to 

be about the birth of Jesus Christ, but instead, America focuses on presents, which has nothing to do 

with that. Easter is supposed to be about Jesus dying on the cross for us, but instead, we focus on 

eggs. St. Patrick's Day is supposed to represent Saint Patrick and the arrival of Christianity in 

Ireland.To conclude, almost all holidays are not perceived as they should be. Mankind has converted 

meaningful holidays into days where you have to fake liking that gross, baggy sweater your grandma 

made you.  

  

HOLIDAY SEASON

THE MUSICAL
By Layna Wear

The play will take place on the regularly scheduled date, but the 

Saturday performance may be pushed back depending on the football 

schedule. The play could start at 7:30 PM or 8 PM on Saturday night.

We will know for sure on Saturday after the football games. The

FCCLA dinner theater is only Friday evening at 6 PM and the play 

starts at 7:30 PM. The dinner prices are  $10 for adults and $8 per kid.

The tickets are $7 for adults and $5 for kids to the actual musical. If you would like a ticket, go talk to a 
FCCLA member, any actor, or Mrs. Kleve. The play this year is ?Damn Yankees,? which is the story of 
Joe Boyd and his wife Meg. Joe is a loyal fan of the unsuccessful Washington Senators and is obsessed 
with baseball, which has an effect on Meg. Come see what happens when Joe declares he would sell 
his soul to the devil, for his team to beat the Yankees.



  Monday, November 18 - NO SCHOOL/Staff Inservice

Wint er  spor t s prat ace st ar t s 

Tuesday, November 19 - FFA chapter Speaking @ 4PM in Mrs. Kleve's room

Wednesday, November 20 - Nothing schedule  

Thursday, November 21 -  JH Boys Basket Ball @ Burlington Depart at 2 PM

Friday, November 22 - FCCLA Dinner Theater @ 6:00 PM

      Fall Musical @ 7:30 PM

Saturday, November 23 - Possible HS Football Semifinals  in  Wray or limon

      Fall Musical (time still TBD)

Monday , November 25 -  Late Start /  Staff Meeting

                             NHS dodgeball @  6:30 PM 

Tuesday, November 26 - JH Boys Basket Ball @ Merino @ 6 PM

November 27-29  No school  Thanksgiving break   

HAPPENING IN DRAGON COUNTRY 
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