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The First Quarter 
Over the course of the first quarter, the 

choirs of Mid-Carolina high school have 
achieved and accomplished many things such 
as learning and performing their musical 
materials, learning the fundamentals of singing 
and music theory as well as working toward All 
State Auditions. The amount of energy and 
work put towards learning this material is 
noteworthy, time consuming and requires 
extreme dedication.  

The Beginning Choirs of Mid-Carolina have been working on many different 
things such as sight reading, music theory, solfege and christmas tunes for our 
upcoming concert on December 16th at Wiles Chapel. We 
decided to interview some of the students in order to see 
how they are improving, and also how they view chorus. 
We decided to interview one of the students, Rachel 
Redd, in order to see how chorus is helping the beginning 
choirs develop their musical abilities. We asked Rachel 
“What have you improved on since the beginning of the 
school year?” to which she replied “I feel like I have 
learned a lot so far this year because we’ve been talking a 
lot about things such as ledger lines, ties, and slurs; And 
this has really improved my sight reading”. We asked 
Rachel “What do you enjoy most about chorus?”. She said 
“I really enjoy the singing because singing is my favorite 
thing to do”. To wrap up the interview, we asked Rachel 
what the beginning choirs were working on, and Rachel 
said that you can expect to hear songs such as “O Come Emannuel” and “Carol of 
the Bells” at the christmas concert.  

The advanced choirs of Mid-Carolina recently had a fall concert on November 
7th titled “Viva La Musica” or “Long Live Music”. The songs that they performed were 
about how music can change our lives and how music can be revolutionary. We are 

 



 

 

 

united and blended together when 
we are singing, and their 
performance reflected that. When 
both of the advanced choirs came 
together, there was an energy that 
brightened up the sanctuary. When 
performing “Music Makers, 
Dreamers of Dreams” Dr. Chris 
Sheppard of Newberry College had 
the baritone solo, and absolutely 
rocked it! The Bel Canto advanced 
women’s choir did an excellent job 
performing songs  such as “She Sings” and “Sing Out a Joyful Song”. The chamber 
choir also had an outstanding performance of the song  
“How Can I Keep From Singing”.  

The 2019 All State Chorus did an amazing job at auditions this year at Cayce 
United Methodist Church. These students had to learn and practice their music on 
their own time. The effort that these people put into their performance should not 
go unnoticed. The audition 
process for all state can be very 
nerve-racking. First, the 
members of all state were 
grouped together into 
quintets, and perform the 
piece for judges, who were 
behind a curtain. Then, when 
they finish, they immediately 
go into a room and are given 
one minute to look at a piece 
of music and sing it. Out  of all 
of those who auditioned, two 
very talented young men were 
accepted into the All State 
chorus. Those gifted young 
men go by the names of 
Jonny Ruff and Jerran Long. We are so fortunate to have these students 
representing the Mid-Carolina choirs at All State Chorus in March! 

 


