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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PAXTON-BUCKLEY-LODA 
COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 10 BOARD OF EDUCATION OF 
FORD, CHAMPAIGN, VERMILION, IROQUOIS, AND LIVINGSTON COUNTIES 
OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS HELD WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11, 2018 AT 7:00 P.M. 
AT THE PAXTON-BUCKLEY-LODA BOARD ROOM IN PAXTON, ILLINOIS. 
 
President Dawn Bachtold called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   

 
Upon roll call, the following board members answered present:  Dawn Bachtold, Craig Loschen, Dave 
Dowling, Allen Johnson, Steve Pacey, and Doug Wolken.  Shawn Young was absent. 
 
Others present were Cliff McClure, Barry Wright, Amanda Wetherell, Josh Didier, Travis Duley, Dustin 
Franckey, Tara Chandler, Jesse McFarling, Brian Mrozek, Amy Johnson, Matthew Ducker-Duffy, Junior 
High Students from Project Lead the Way, High School Competitive Robotics Club, Jeff Faust, Ryan 
Anderson, Brock Niebuhr, and Amy Teske - Board Secretary. 
 
Mr. McClure introduced Mr. Ducker-Duffy and the junior high students involved with Project Lead the 
Way to the board.  Mr. Ducker-Duffy informed the board that Project Lead the Way helps develop 
STEM curriculum for school districts and helps students with their problem-solving and critical thinking 
skills. He stated the district received a $20,000.00 grant over the course of three school years.  The 
junior high students gave a presentation to the board regarding Project Lead the Way. 
 
Mr. McClure introduced the high school competitive robotic club to the board.  The students addressed 
the board asking them to consider adding competitive robotics as a team at PBL so they can compete.  
The students stated that there are currently sixteen students involved in their organization.  The 
organization is STEM related, or similar to junior high Lego League.  They advised that the robotics team 
teaches programming, electrical wiring, and computer software skills and design.  Competitions are 
generally all day long and take place in Champaign, Bloomington, Decatur, and Springfield.  The students 
would like to be recognized as a PBL team, have access to district transportation, technology, insurance, 
and access to district buildings to host meets, and permission to create a bank account to manage funds.  
The students advised that $2,000.00 is what they would need to begin the team, and they have already 
received $550.00 in grants, applied for a $500.00 grant from John Deere, and are hosting a Monical’s 
fundraiser to help raise the $2,000.00.   
 
The junior high Project Lead the Way and high school competitive robotics students left the meeting at 
7:18 p.m. 
 
Dave Dowling read a letter dated April 11, 2018 from Amanda Wetherell requesting FMLA at the start 
of the 2018/2019 school year. 
 
Dave Dowling read a letter dated April 11, 2018 from Carol Irvin resigning as PBL High School special 
education teacher at the close of the 2020/2021 school year and requesting the three-year retirement 
incentive. 
 
Dave Dowling read a letter dated April 10, 2018 from Jason Peterson resigning as PBL High School 
English teacher at the close of 2017/2018 
 
 
Dave Dowling read a letter dated March 22, 2018 from Briana Jackson resigning as PBL Junior High 
paraprofessional effective March 28, 2018. 
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Dave Dowling read a letter from Blake Bodine resigning as PBL High School assistant basketball coach. 
 
Dave Dowling read a letter from Brock Niebuhr resigning as PBL High School assistant football coach. 
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve the consent agenda consisting of previous month’s board 
minutes, resignations, donations, budget-to-actual report, high school guidance report, and 2018 
summer maintenance projects.  Allen Johnson made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  Dave 
Dowling seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was 
unanimous, and the motion passed.     
 
Allen Johnson made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report.  Craig Loschen seconded the motion.  
Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.    
 
Allen Johnson made a motion to approve payment of current board bills.  Craig Loschen seconded the 
motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion 
passed.   
 
No visitors were present to address the board. 
 
Mr. McClure informed the board that the Policy Review Committee met to review a new Press issue.  
He advised that the new policies have been uploaded to the board’s website for their review.  Mr. Pacey 
stated that he had some questions with regard to Policy #2 and grievance issues.  A brief discussion was 
held regarding Mr. Pacey’s s question.  Mr. McClure advised that all the policies contained in the new 
Press issue are strictly updates to policies that are already in existence.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve the 2017/2018 Sequence of Honorable Dismissal list.  
He stated the district is required to prepare an honorable dismissal list each year.  Mr. McClure advised 
that this list has been shared with PBLEA.  Dave Dowling made a motion to approve the 2017/2018 
Sequence of Honorable Dismissal list.  Doug Wolken seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board 
members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure informed the board that the groundbreaking ceremony was held this afternoon at Clara 
Peterson Elementary.  He stated that several people from the community attended, and Mr. Franckey 
has posted pictures from this event to Facebook.  Mr. McClure thanked Gilbane and Reifsteck Reid as 
well as administration for assisting the district with the groundbreaking ceremony. 
 
Mr. Mrozek addressed the board regarding the construction progress at Clara Peterson Elementary.  He 
advised that they are currently working on the sewer system, and then will begin working on the storm 
water system.  Mr. Mrozek stated that they are beginning to work on the cut for the building pad and 
road within the next two weeks depending upon weather.  He advised they will begin concrete 
foundations towards the beginning of May.  A brief discussion was held regarding outstanding vendor 
contracts, and a lengthy discussion was held regarding the concrete underground septic tank at Clara 
Peterson Elementary. 
 
Jeff Faust of Environmental Consultants, Inc. addressed the board regarding the asbestos removal 
project at PBL High School.  He stated that bids have come in for this project within budget.  Mr. Faust 
explained the asbestos abatement process for the high school.  He advised that during the month of May 
they will be demolishing the old boiler.  No asbestos abatement will be performed during the day as this 
will be done during second shift only.  He stated they want to clear the area out so that Gilbane can 
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begin their work promptly this summer.  Mr. Faust informed the board that their work is highly 
regulated by the State of Illinois.  He stated he makes sure that everyone and everything remains safe. 
Notification signs will be posted so that the community can visibly see.  He advised that work will begin 
on Monday, April 30, 2018 and should be completed some time in mid-July.  Mr. Faust stated that he will 
be on site every day to make sure that staff and students are safe.   
 
With regard to bids, Mr. Faust stated that two bids were received at the bid opening, and Midwest 
Service Group was the low bidder in the amount of $109,000.00 with a $20,000.00 contingency on the 
project.  Mr. Faust explained the $20,000.00 contingency money and how these funds will be utilized if 
necessary. If the money is not utilized, it will be credited back to the district.  Mr. Faust also explained 
that there is some health/life safety work that needs to be completed at the high school, and the 
estimated cost for this work is $26,500.00.  Mr. McClure suggested that the district could pay for this 
work through the O & M Fund as an alternative bid.  Mr. Faust stated the work is located behind the 
visitors bleachers.  Dave Dowling made a motion to approve the asbestos abatement bid winner and 
health/life safety work to Midwest Service Group in the amount of $155,800.00.  Craig Loschen 
seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and 
the motion passed.   
 
Mr. Faust addressed the board regarding a student mentoring/internship program he has initiated 
through his company.  He would like for one junior or senior male and one junior or senior female 
student from PBL to be selected who are interested in the environment or construction and have them 
job-shadow his company during the construction process.  Mr. Faust explained how this program began 
in his company and would like to offer this program to PBL.  He stated that he will be paying each of the 
students a $1,500.00 stipend towards their college of choice.  
 
Mr. McClure informed the board that Mr. Franckey is reviewing the district’s acceptable use policy.  He 
stated that the athletic code of conduct handbook was updated last summer for the junior high and high 
school, and he does not have any changes to this handbook at this point in time.   
 
With regard to the coaches’ handbook, Mr. McClure stated that language has been changed for heat 
days/early dismissal days.  He stated that it is difficult for parents and students to leave during an early 
dismissal day and very difficult from a supervisory standpoint.  A discussion was held regarding ideas for 
early dismissals and practicing after an early out due to heat.  Mr. McClure stated that there are minor 
language changes to awards night, and the volunteer coaching application and form have been updated. 
 
Mr. McClure informed the board of minor language changes to the faculty handbook for 2018/2019.  Ms. 
Wetherell stated there are no language changes to the Clara Peterson/Eastlawn Elementary handbook.  
Mr. Didier stated that there are minor language changes to the junior high handbook, specifically to the 
tardy policy and cell phone policy.  A brief discussion was held regarding these junior high changes.  Mr. 
Duley stated that there are minor language additions and changes to the high school handbook, 
specifically to dual credit and items being hung on student lockers and in the hallways. A brief discussion 
was held on the language changes and additions. 
 
Mr. McClure stated that he is recommending no increases in student fees for the 2018/2019 school year 
at this time.  He informed the board that some of the student fees were increased last school year.  He 
is waiting on the lunch equity tool to be completed with regard to lunch and milk prices, and he should 
have more information on this by next month.   
 
Mr. McClure informed the board of student insurance costs for the 2018/2019 school year.  He stated 
that this is voluntary insurance, and the board has made a practice of paying $200.00 per student 
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towards football insurance only.  The vendor is Markel Insurance, and the premium did not increase for 
the 2018/2019 school year.  Mr. McClure added that there is very little participation in this insurance.  
Dave Dowling made a motion to approve the 2018/2019 student insurance rates and for the board to 
contribute $200.00 per student for football insurance only.  Allen Johnson seconded the motion.  Upon 
roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve the Resolution to Prohibit Sexual Harassment.  He 
explained that Illinois has passed a new law that school boards must approve a resolution prohibiting 
sexual harassment on school property, who to report the sexual harassment to, and potential 
consequences according to State law.  Steve Pacey made a motion to approve the Resolution to Prohibit 
Sexual Harassment.  Dave Dowling seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being 
present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve Carmen Gronewold (Buckley-Loda Class of 1976) and 
Tom Meents (Paxton High School Class of 1985) as the 2018 PBL Hall of Fame inductees.  Steve Pacey 
made a motion to approve Carmen Gronewold (Buckley-Loda Class of 1976) and Tom Meents (Paxton 
High School Class of 1985) as the 2018 PBL Hall of Fame inductees.  Dave Dowling seconded the 
motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion 
passed.   
 
Mr. McClure informed the board that he has received the results of the board’s strategic planning 
session from March 26, 2018.  He explained that the board’s next steps are to make sure the vision and 
goals are appropriate and that they are reflective of every board member.  He stated that Tara has 
created a Google document survey for the board to complete so that we can keep this process moving.  
Mr. McClure stressed that the board cannot move forward until the full board completes this survey 
and that this must be done by next Friday. 
 
Mr. Niebuhr addressed the board regarding a wrestling cooperative with Rantoul Township High 
School.  He stated that he has communicated with Travis Flessner, Rantoul’s wrestling coach, and their 
program is in the same position as PBL’s.  They are lacking numbers.  Mr. Niebuhr explained that 
Rantoul would be the host school should the board approve a cooperative, and they have a set facility 
for practices and matches.  He stated that he is still trying to work out where PBL would host matches 
and practices would begin at 4:0 p.m.  Mr. Niebuhr stated that wrestling is not a huge sport in our 
current conference.  A discussion was held regarding transportation.  Mr. Niebuhr stated that the 
wrestling season is from November through February and that the draft cooperative agreement states 
that PBL will pay for transportation while Rantoul would pay for any fees.  Also, Mr. Niebuhr stated that 
PBL will continue to pay for their head coach, and Rantoul would pay for their head coach.  A lengthy 
discussion was held regarding the differences between the golf cooperative with Rantoul in comparison 
to the proposed wrestling cooperative.  Mr. Pacey stated that he wants to ensure the district is treating 
the golf participants equally to the wrestling participants.  Mr. Niebuhr stated the commitment with 
Rantoul has to be for at least two years per IHSA.  Mr. Duley stated that the high school has tried to 
create and grow its wrestling program for years and feels this is the next logical step prior to eliminating 
the program all together.  
 
Brock Niebuhr left the meeting at 8:38 p.m. 
 
Mr. McClure informed the board that Mr. Franckey has prepared a technology proposal to upgrade the 
district’s wireless infrastructure.  He explained that the district will need to purchase and install 
upgrades at the junior high and high school.  Clara Peterson Elementary will be upgrading its wireless 
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infrastructure during the addition and renovation process.  Mr. McClure explained the proposal consists 
of the district purchasing: 
 

 Three (3) more Chrome carts for Eastlawn Elementary which will bring them 1:1 
 Firewall protection which is highly recommended by a local IT person and suggested by the 

agency the district utilized during the recent cyber incident that occurred earlier in the year 
 Fifteen (15) touch panel smartboards at Clara Peterson Elementary 
 Makerspace items through Title I to assist the district with PreK-5 robotic kits.  This would be 

the foundation for STEM and Project Lead the Way. 
 
Mr. McClure stated that 2018/2019 is the first year for the lease levy, and these funds could be used to 
assist the junior high and high school accomplish 1:1.  He also stated that the PBL Education Foundation 
may help the district purchase the high-powered laptops at the high school.  A lengthy discussion was 
held regarding the district’s technology plan over the next two years.  Mr. McClure stated that the 
technology proposal is approximately $135,000.00. 
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve the 2018/2019 IESA membership dues in the amount of 
$980.00.  Steve Pacey made a motion to approve the 2018/2019 IESA membership dues in the amount 
of $980.00.  Allen Johnson seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the 
vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure informed the board that Emily Valencia was a WCIA teacher to know and that end of the 
school year dates have been uploaded to the board’s website.  He also informed the board that 80+ 
students have registered so far for kindergarten at PBL for the 2018/2019 school year which is a much 
higher number than last year. 
 
Dave Dowling made a motion to go into closed session to discuss the appointment, employment, 
compensation, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for  
the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the public 
body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2(c)5; 
collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives, or 
deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees pursuant to 5 ILCS 
120/2(c)2; and the purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, including meetings 
held for the purpose of discussing whether a particular parcel should be acquired pursuant to 5 ILCS 
120/2(c)5. Allen Johnson seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the 
vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.    
 
Closed session began at 9:03 p.m. 
 
Steve Pacey made a motion to come out of closed session.  Allen Johnson seconded the motion.  Upon 
roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Closed session ended at 9:38 p.m. 
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve the hiring of Gabriel Palmer as a fourth grade teacher at 
Eastlawn Elementary for the 2018/2019 school year.  Allen Johnson made a motion to approve the hiring 
of Gabriel Palmer as a fourth grade teacher at Eastlawn Elementary for the 2018/2019 school year.  
Doug Wolken seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was 
unanimous, and the motion passed.   
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Mr. McClure recommended the board approve the hiring of Blake Bodine as high school assistant 
football coach, Gabriel Palmer as high school assistant football coach, and Quinton Hatfill as high school 
assistant basketball coach.  Steve Pacey made a motion to approve the hiring of Blake Bodine as high 
school assistant football coach, Gabriel Palmer as high school assistant football coach, and Quinton 
Hatfill as high school assistant basketball coach.  Dave Dowling seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all 
board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve the FMLA request of Amanda Wetherell.  Dave Dowling 
made a motion approving the FMLA request of Amanda Wetherell.  Craig Loschen seconded the 
motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion 
passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve the resignation of Carol Irvin as special education 
teacher at PBL High School at the close of the 2020/2021 school year and the three year retirement 
incentive.  Dave Dowling made a motion to approve the resignation of Carol Irvin as special education 
teacher at PBL High School at the close of the 2020/2021 school year and the three year retirement 
incentive.  Craig Loschen seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the 
vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve the superintendent’s contract through June 30, 2023.  
Dave Dowling made a motion to approve the superintendent’s contract through June 30, 2023.  Allen 
Johnson seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was 
unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve the hiring of Tom Shallenberger as interim principal at 
Clara Peterson Elementary for forty-five days at the rate of $300.00 per day.  Allen Johnson made a 
motion to approve the hiring of Tom Shallenberger as interim principal at Clara Peterson Elementary for 
forty-five days at the rate of $300.00 per day.  Steve Pacey seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all 
board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Dave Dowling made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Allen Johnson seconded the motion.  Upon roll 
call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous and the motion passed.       
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 
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