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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PAXTON-BUCKLEY-LODA 
COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 10 BOARD OF EDUCATION OF FORD, 
CHAMPAIGN, VERMILION, IROQUOIS, AND LIVINGSTON COUNTIES OF THE 
STATE OF ILLINOIS HELD WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2019 AT 6:00 P.M. AT THE 
PAXTON-BUCKLEY-LODA BOARD ROOM IN PAXTON, ILLINOIS. 
 
President Dawn Bachtold called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.   

 
Upon roll call, the following board members answered present:  Dana Bergandine, Shawn Young, Steve 
Pacey, Allen Johnson, Craig Loschen, Jason Dirks, and Dawn Bachtold.   
 
Others present were Cliff McClure, Barry Wright, Josh Didier, Travis Duley, Amanda Styck, Travis 
Duley, Jesse McFarling, Will Brumleve, Russ Leigh, Anya Minetz, Jeff Faust, Melinda Busby, David Monk, 
Pat Tavenner, Brock Niebuhr, and Amy Teske - Board Secretary.   
 
Russ Leigh addressed the board regarding the FY 2020 audit. He informed the board that the audit and 
opinions were clean again and added that there were very few issues and nothing significant.  Mr. Leigh 
reviewed Pages 3 and 5 of the audit with the board.  He stated that the district received financial 
recognition again from the State.  Mr. Leigh reviewed the district’s revenues and expenditures for FY 
2020.  He stated that the district’s expenditures increased a bit over last year’s but less than five 
percent.  He pointed out that the Transportation Fund had a deficit in FY 2020 but stated that this fund 
has not been fully funded in the past several years from the State, and Evidenced-Based Funding 
provided the district with a little bit of revenue.  However, Mr. Leigh stated that the State will eventually 
take it away through pension shift or less funding somewhere else.  He stated that all-in-all the district’s 
expenditures were very consistent, and Transportation Fund is the only troubled fund in which the 
superintendent will need to keep monitoring closely.  Mr. Leigh advised the district is in good shape 
from a financial standpoint.  He stated the district’s operating expense per pupil is $10,000 which is 
standard with a school district this size.  He stated the district’s estimated pension debit thus far is 
$700,000+ which eventually will become the district’s responsibility.  Mr. Leigh advised that the district’s 
IMRF is accumulating a little bit of money which rate may need to be lowered for FY 2021.  He also 
added that athletic deposits should be deposited quickly. 
 
Russ Leigh left the meeting at 6:09 p.m. 
 
Mr. Pacey read a letter dated October 9, 2019 from Jessica Grabow resigning as a custodian at PBL 
Junior High effective October 26, 2019. 
 
Mr. Pacey read a letter dated October 10, 2019 from Diane Sullivan resigning as a paraprofessional at 
PBL High School effective immediately. 
 
The following visitors addressed the board. 
 
David Monk addressed the board regarding Eastlawn Elementary.  He stated that Eastlawn Elementary is 
a monument for local, regional, and community families.  He stated that he would like to see this 
building remain intact for a while.  Mr. Monk stressed that Eastlawn Elementary is a gold mine and a 
place where tourists could come and see where Paxton is and what this town has to offer.  He feels that 
Eastlawn Elementary has functional reuse, and the same architect built the City building.  He thanked the 
board for listening to his concerns. 
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Anya Minetz addressed the board regarding Eastlawn Elementary.  She stressed that her questions and 
the community’s questions are not getting answered by the board regarding Eastlawn Elementary.  She 
invited the board to have a conversation with her regarding Eastlawn Elementary and the possible reuse 
of this building.  President Bachtold advised Ms. Minetz that she is welcome to provide the board with 
her comments, but the board will not be engaging in a conversation with her.  Ms. Minetz stated that the 
board could stop the demolition process now if they wanted to.  She stressed that Eastlawn Elementary 
is a beautiful structure, and she cares about this building and community a lot.   
 
Shawn Young made a motion to go into closed session to discuss the appointment, employment, 
compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal 
counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of 
the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity.  However, a 
meeting to consider an increase in compensation to a specific employee of a public body that is subject 
to the Local Government Wage Increase Transparency Act may not be closed and shall be open to the 
public and posted and held in accordance with this Act pursuant to 5 ILCS 12/2(c)1.  Craig Loschen 
seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and 
the motion passed.   
 
Closed session began at 6:25 p.m. 
 
Allen Johnson made a motion to come out of closed session.  Jason Dirks seconded the motion.  Upon 
roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Closed session ended at 6:46 p.m. 
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve the consent agenda.  Allen Johnson made a motion to 
approve the consent agenda.  Jason Dirks seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being 
present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Shawn Young made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report.  Craig Loschen seconded the motion.  
Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Allen Johnson made a motion to approve payment of current board bills.  Jason Dirks seconded the 
motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion 
passed.   
 
Mr. McClure informed the board that a meeting was held today with Gilbane and Chris Beiser and Ben 
from DLR Group.  He stated that they are developing a plan to finish up the punch list items that are 
remaining.  Mr. McClure advised that there were eight trades working over the weekend at Clara 
Peterson Elementary.  He asked the board to consider purchasing new bulletin boards for the hallways 
in the renovation portion of Clara Peterson Elementary which could be installed over the Christmas 
break.  Mr. McClure stated that the asbestos abatement process continues at Eastlawn Elementary. 
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve the FY 2020 PBL CUSD No. 10 audit as presented by 
Russ Leigh.  Craig Loschen made a motion to approve the FY 2020 PBL CUSD No. 10 audit.  Shawn 
Young seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, 
and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure advised the board that he has prepared a preliminary levy.  He stated that most of the levy 
is driving by Ford and Iroquois County EAVs.  Mr. McClure advised that there is a slight increase in the 
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district’s EAV from last year and that he would like to believe that the district could reduce its rate again 
this year after final EAV numbers are in.  Mr. McClure advised that next month he will present the 
proposed levy to the board. 
 
A discussion was held regarding the Triple I conference in Chicago.  Mr. McClure informed the board 
that they need to appoint a delegate to attend the Delegate Assembly at the conference.  President 
Bachtold appointed Shawn Young as the delegate.  Mr. McClure also stated that he has provided the 
board with position statements for their review and discussion at next month’s meeting. 
 
Mr. McClure informed the board that he has received final rate for 2020 health, dental, and vision 
insurance through IERMP.  He explained that the Cooperative took a 19.50% increase due to a couple of 
difficult years of claims, and the district’s insurance committee has met.  He stated that they are in 
agreement that the district needs to move off of the POS 2500 100% to a POS 2500 80% and HDHP 
plan.  Mr. McClure suggested that the board cover up to $621, or single coverage, for one of these 
plans.  He stated that Brian Loman plans to meet with PBL staff on two separate meetings to explain the 
health insurance changes.  Allen Johnson made a motion to approve the board contributing up to $621, 
or single coverage, for one of the two health insurance plans offered for the 2020 year.  Craig Loschen 
seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and 
the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure informed the board that Brock Niebuhr has some ideas to improve Memorial Field.  Mr. 
Niebuhr stated that he has received a quote for a thirty foot high backstop and to replace the fencing 
down both sides and along the new road.  He stated that he has been working with Jeff Anderson on 
pricing.  A discussion was held regarding if the Paxton Swedes pay a rental fee for the baseball field and 
who is the legal owner of Memorial Field as the deed is written.  Mr. Pacey stated that the trustees 
conveyed the property to the school district, but the mayor, township clerk, and Chamber of 
Commerce have a say in the improvements and use of the field.  However, Mr. Pacey advised that the 
school district actually owns the property, but the deed is subject to language.  Mr. McClure suggested 
that the board needs to discuss some issues regarding the use of this property. 
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve a complete appraisal of the district by Industrial 
Appraisal.  He stated that the district is due for an updated appraisal due to the construction project at 
the high school, Clara Peterson Elementary, and the demolition of Eastlawn Elementary.  Mr. McClure 
added that a complete appraisal is recommended every five to seven years.  A discussion was held 
regarding the appraisal process and how the list of items is updated each year.  Steve Pacey made a 
motion to approve a complete appraisal of the district by Industrial Appraisal.  Jason Dirks seconded the 
motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion 
passed.   
 
Mr. McClure informed the board that he has uploaded a draft intergovernmental agreement with the 
Ford County Sheriffs Department for their review.  He advised that Chris Miller has reviewed this 
document.  Mr. McClure stated that the purpose of this agreement is for the Ford County Sheriffs 
Department to have access to the district’s surveillance information during a crisis situation.  He stated 
that there are limitations to this agreement and that this document is for review only at this time. 
 
Mr. McClure informed the board that the district will be hosting a Veterans Days performance again for 
the students and public.  He stated this event will take place at PBL High School on Monday, November 
11, 2019. 
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Shawn Young made a motion to go into closed session to discuss the appointment, employment, 
compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal 
counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of 
the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity.  However, a 
meeting to consider an increase in compensation to a specific employee of a public body that is subject 
to the Local Government Wage Increase Transparency Act may not be closed and shall be open to the 
public and posted and held in accordance with this Act pursuant to 5 ILCS 12/2(c)1.  Craig Loschen 
seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and 
the motion passed.   
 
Closed session began at 7:12 p.m. 
 
Steve Pacey made a motion to come out of closed session.  Allen Johnson seconded the motion.  Upon 
roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Closed session ended at 8:05 p.m. 
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve Hannah McDermaid as junior high speech sponsor.  
Steve Pacey made a motion to approve Hannah McDermaid as junior high speech sponsor.  Craig 
Loschen seconded the motion. Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was 
unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve Daniel Turkowski and Edward Powers splitting the high 
school robotics team stipend for the 2019/2020 school year with Dan Turkowski receiving 25% and 
Edward Powers receiving 75% of the stipend.  Allen Johnson made a motion to approve Daniel 
Turkowski and Edward Powers splitting the high school robotics team stipend for the 2019/2020 school 
year with Dan Turkowski receiving 25% and Edward Powers receiving 75% of the stipend.  Jason Dirks 
seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and 
the motion passed.   
 
Mr. McClure recommended the board approve Kyle Goetting as a volunteer coach for high school 
robotics team.  Steve Pacey made a motion to approve Kyle Goetting as a volunteer coach for high 
school robotics team.  Allen Johnson seconded the motion.  Upon roll call, all board members being 
present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
Allen Johnson made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Dana Bergandine seconded the motion.  Upon 
roll call, all board members being present, the vote was unanimous, and the motion passed.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 
President, Board of Education Secretary, Board of Education 


