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Background 

Paw Paw, Illinois is a community set among farmland just east of Interstate 39 in North Central Illinois, 
just over 25 miles southwest of DeKalb, Illinois and just under 40 miles west of Aurora, Illinois. Students in 
Paw Paw and the surrounding area are served by Paw Paw Community Unit School District 271 (CUSD 
271). Through the 2018-2019 school year, Paw Paw CUSD 271 operated an elementary school and a 
junior/senior high school. With 52 high school students during the 2018-2019 school year, the Paw Paw 
CUSD 271 Board of Education brought the question of deactivating its high school and sending Paw Paw 
High School students to Indian Creek High School, within Indian Creek Community Unit School District 425 
(CUSD 425) to the voters. With 375 votes in favor of deactivating the high school to 305 votes against the 
proposal, in November 2018, the Paw Paw CUSD 271 Board of Education voted to deactivate the high 
school after the 2018-2019 school year and to send ninth through twelfth grade Paw Paw CUSD 271 
students to Indian Creek High School for two years beginning with the 2019-2020 school year. As part of 
this arrangement, Paw Paw CUSD 271 pays tuition for its students to attend Indian Creek High School. 
There are other financial supports and guidance that are provided from the Illinois State Board of 
Education (2019). 

During the final portion of the 2019-2020 school year, the Paw Paw CUSD271 Board of Education 
contracted with the Northern Illinois University (NIU) P-20 Research & Data Collaborative to conduct a 
study to provide information for the Board regarding students’ performance as well as the perspectives of 
students and parents regarding their experience at Indian Creek High School.  

Two years later, during the 2021-2022 school year, the Paw Paw CUSD 271 Board of Education contracted 
once again with the NIU P-20 Research & Data Collaborative to conduct a follow-up study, which is this 
study covered by this report. For this current study, overall, students and parents were asked similar 
questions as to the previous study two years earlier. In the original 2020 study, students and parents 
were asked questions that directly compared their experiences at Paw Paw High School and the first year 
of their experiences at Indian Creek High School. This year, those questions were omitted from the study 
due to the very few students (only Class of 2022 twelfth graders) who had attended both Paw Paw and 
Indian Creek as high school students, due to the overall passage of time, and due to the unique nature of 
these past two school years due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The NIU P-20 Research & Data Collaborative identified the following key research questions in 
collaboration with the Paw Paw CUSD 271 leadership for this 2021-2022 version of the study. 

 What are the perceptions of Paw Paw CUSD 271 students and of parents with regards to the 
school environment at Indian Creek High School? 

 What are the perceptions of Paw Paw CUSD 271 students and of parents with regards to 
instruction at Indian Creek High School? 

 What are the perceptions of Paw Paw CUSD 271 students and of parents with regards to co-
curricular activities at Indian Creek High School? 

 In what courses are Paw Paw CUSD 271 students enrolled at Indian Creek High School?  
 Describe the academic performance of Paw Paw CUSD 271 students enrolled at Indian Creek High 

School.  
 Describe the attendance of Paw Paw CUSD 271 students enrolled at Indian Creek High School. 
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Methodology 

A comprehensive, mixed methodology study was developed and implemented. This methodology closely 
modeled that employed during the 2019-2020 study with a few notable differences. The perceptions of 
students and parents were initially gathered through comprehensive surveys of each group respectively 
that focused on perceptions of the school environment, academics, and co-curricular activities. Survey 
data was then analyzed initially, and a student focus group as well as a parent focus group were each held 
in order to further explore specific questions based on the survey results.  Course enrollments, 
attendance data, and academic performance data was collected via the student information system at 
Indian Creek High School. 

Like with the 2020 study, SAT data was not included in this analysis. The timing of this study, with its 
completion required prior to the end of the year in June 2022 meant that the use of SAT assessment data 
could not be included. Additionally, SATs have been administered in inconsistent ways over the past four 
years, including not being administered at all in 2020, which has made their utility to track performance 
across groups and over time within a school or district impossible during this period of time. 

Student and parent surveys were developed that covered questions focused on the school environment, 
classroom instruction, and co-curricular activities, as well as basic and relevant demographic questions. 
Prior to being asked to participate in the surveys, parents and students were notified from Paw Paw CUSD 
271 in advance. In all cases, the surveys were completely optional and anonymous. Surveys were 
distributed electronically with students and parents through a link to their respective surveys, which 
could then be completed via a web browser on an Internet-connected device, including mobile phones, 
tablets, laptops, and desktop computers. 

The year’s student survey included a total of 61 questions. Of these, 21 were focused on the school 
environment, including one open-ended question that allowed respondents to add any comments that 
they would like to include. The next 27 questions were focused on instruction and also included one 
open-ended question to which participants could freely respond. There were 8 questions regarding co-
curricular activities and one free-response questions to allow for any comments from students. Finally, 
the survey included 4 demographic questions. The survey was estimated to take students less than 15-
minutes to complete. 

Overall, the parent survey was very similar to the student survey, though it was shorter as parents are not 
in school and experiencing the details of the day alongside their children. There were a total of 43 
questions in the parent survey. The first 14 questions of the parent survey were about the school 
environment, including an open-ended question at the end of the section through which parents could 
share their own thoughts. There were 14 questions about instruction, which also included an open-ended 
question at the end of the section. There were 5 questions about co-curricular activities, and again, these 
included a free response question in which parents could share whatever they felt was necessary. The 
remaining questions consisted of demographic questions. Of these, there was also a very general open-
ended question at the end of the survey to allow parents to share anything they would like “about the 
deactivation of Paw Paw High School and the attendance of” their children at Indian Creek High School. 
Like the student survey, the parent survey was designed to be taken in under 15 minutes. 

It is important to note that in the case of both surveys, the collection of data was completely anonymous. 
Individual survey data collected by the research team is maintained at NIU. Aggregate question-by-
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question data is included with the appendix of this report. The survey windows for both the student and 
parent surveys were originally scheduled to be open for responses from February 14, 2022, through 
February 25, 2022. Prior to launching the surveys, an initial email announcement was sent from the Paw 
Paw CUSD 271 administrative team to parents and students, and then a similar announcement was sent 
to open the survey window. During the survey window, additional emails were sent reminding the school 
community about the optional survey. This year’s surveys were completed by 40 students and 31 parents 
respectively for calculated response rates of 78.4% and 60.8%, respectively. 

Student attendance data, course enrollment data, and academic performance data in the form of course 
grades were collected directly from Indian Creek Community Unit School District 425 after collaborative 
meetings between the two districts and the NIU research team. The small number of students in 
disaggregated groups of students made the data statistically unreliable to analyze according to groups of 
students so there is very little analysis by gender, by graduating class, and based on the characteristics of 
the students, other commonly used educational and social science demographic factors, such as 
race/ethnicity, whether or not students had an Individualized Education Plan (IEP), or whether or not 
students lived in a household considered Low Income as a result of qualifying for free or reduced price 
meals were also not analyzed due to the extraordinarily small size of each of these groups of students. 

As part of the data, Indian Creek High School included each student’s unweighted cumulative grade point 
average on a 4.0 scale. This covers all of each students’ semesters in high school, and it is equivalent to 
the research grade point average (Research GPA) that was developed and calculated by the research 
team in the previous study in 2020. For this study, the research team also implemented the Research GPA 
to compute a 2021-2022 grade point average for each student. The Research GPA provides a consistent 
GPA for each student that could be used each year and across school districts regardless of school district 
policies about weighted grades or the calculation of plus and minus grades and/or changes to such 
policies. Each of these GPAs is equivalent in its values and calculation. 

The Research GPA was calculated based on the following alignment of grades to points as outlined in 
Table 1 below. 

Table 1. Research GPA Defined 

Grade Point 4 3 2 1 0 
Included Grades A+, A, A- B+, B, B- C+, C, C- D+, D, D- F 
 

The Research GPA was ultimately calculated by adding up the total number of points earned by each 
student and dividing it by the number of courses in which the student had participated for each semester 
and for the full academic year. In addition to analyzing individual course grades, a Research Grade Point 
Average (GPA) was calculated for each student for each semester and the full academic year. The scope 
of this study cannot determine if there are instructional or cultural differences with regards to the relative 
values of grades, or the resulting GPAs, between Paw Paw and Indian Creek or between Indian Creek 
today and Indian Creek two years ago. Likewise, as in most schools, there is also an assumption that there 
are differences in the meaning of course grades among different teachers and possibly across different 
school subjects. This study also assumes that there is a similar range of approaches and attitudes toward 
grades and grading between the staff members of each school, and this study makes the assumption that 
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these grades and GPAs can be compared across schools without additional limitations though such 
comparisons are not included in this report in 2022. 

 

Key Findings 

Survey Findings 

During the 2020-2021 school year, there were 51 Paw Paw High School students who attended Indian 
Creek High School. 40 students and 31 parents completed the online survey regarding their experiences 
at Indian Creek High School during the window for survey completion, which ran from February 14, 2022, 
through February 25, 2022. This resulted in a response rate of 78.4% for students, up from 33% two years 
earlier during the opening months of the COVID-19 pandemic. For parents, if we assume that only one 
parent per student completed each survey, and if we assume that there are no students who are 
members of the same family (i.e., siblings), this is a 60.8% response rate for parents, up from 30% two 
years ago. 

School environment – With regards to school environment, a much higher percentage of students 
reported favorably on the school environment in the 2022 survey than did so during the 2020 survey. At 
that time, 50% of students reported feeling “comfortable and safe” at Indian Creek. This year, 66.7% of 
students reported feeling “comfortable and safe” at Indian Creek by answering Agree or Strongly agree. 
Other consistent patterns emerge when the school environment data is examined more closely. Even 
higher percentages of students report positive feelings about teachers and how the school treats 
students. Between 70 and 75% of students agreed or strongly agreed with statements like ‘teachers care 
about students’ and ‘teachers are available for students’. Students report positive feelings about their 
peer relationships as they answered questions on these topics with 70 to 75% of students agreeing with 
most of the peer-focused school environment questions and over 90% of students responding positively 
to questions about good friends and new friends.  

Given the concern that schools have for each individual student, it is important to recognize that three 
students consistently responded negatively to the school environment, most notably these students 
stood out for their negative responses with regards to their peer interactions. As the survey was 
completed anonymously, it is not possible to identify these students from the survey data, but it will be 
important for Indian Creek High School to engage all students in understanding their feelings of 
connectedness and belonging to both school and their peers and to ensure that they have positive outlets 
for communicating their feelings and for support with their feelings and actions. Such actions will not only 
address students social and emotional needs but should also enable students to be more available for 
academic learning and to achieve at higher levels. 

For the most part, students’ comments about the school environment were positive, with the only truly 
negative comments being three that focused on teachers not caring as much as teachers did at Paw Paw. 
While one student did say, “I feel bullied,” there were also students who said things like “Indian Creek is 
the best thing that ever happened to Paw Paw” and that ‘Indian Creek is more accepting of people of 
color and LGBTQ+ people’ than was Paw Paw. 
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“Overall, student responses regarding the school 
environment were very positive, and they were as positive 
or even more positive than they were two years earlier. 

 

Parent responses to questions about the school environment follow similar patterns to the student 
responses. Overall, approximately two-thirds of parents consistently responded that aspects of the school 
environment were positive. This range of parent responses was similar to the survey results from two 
years ago. Also similar to the survey results from two years ago was that there was a small but very 
consistent group of parents that were very negative in their responses to questions about the school 
environment. Two years ago, this group was approximately 25% of the total parent respondents, which 
was only four parents at the time. This year, depending on the question, this group of parents that felt 
very strongly in a negative way about their family’s experiences at Indian Creek High School ranged from 
approximately 16% to 25% of respondents depending on the question. 

In 2020, the NIU research team provided context for data around school environment. The context of this 
data is important, and students’ general feelings toward school provides some of that context. In 2020, 
62% of students stated they generally like going to school, whereas 38% of students generally do not like 
going to school (disagree or strongly disagree). This year, the results were almost identical despite the 
much larger sample size and the impact of two years of schooling during the COVID-19 pandemic. In 
2022, 63% of students stated that they generally like going to school with 37% of students stating that 
they generally do not like going to school. 

As they did during the 2020 study, these results continue to mirror the results for schools state-wide on 
the Illinois 5Essentials Survey, including both Paw Paw and Indian Creek High Schools in 2018-2019. The 
Illinois 5Essentials Survey is administered annually in Illinois schools at the direction of the Illinois State 
Board of Education by the University of Chicago, which developed the 5Essentials Survey. The 5Essentials 
Survey examines five areas that generally contribute to overall school success, and it is designed to be 
both one gauge of the school environment as well as a tool for school improvement. The five areas of 
broad focus within the 5Essentials Survey are: 

 Effective Leaders 
 Collaborative Teachers 
 Involved Families 
 Supportive Environments 
 Ambitious Instruction 

While there is not an exact match to the survey instruments used here, in analyzing data across all 
institutions statewide, using the 5Essentials scale, a similar pattern emerged in the Supportive 
Environment category. Looking at the 2018-2019 5Essentials results, both Paw Paw Jr./Sr. High School 
and Indian Creek High School scored in the Average Implementation range for Supportive Environment, 
and the data from the deactivation survey is consistent with that performance range in 2020, and these 
patterns remain consistent today, though 2022 5Essentials Survey data is not, of course, available as of 
yet for direct comparison. 
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Academics – In examining students’ perceptions as they relate to academics, first, it is interesting to note 
what students are planning, at the moment, for their next steps following high school graduation with 
regards to career and postsecondary education planning. As Figure 1 below shows, Paw Paw high school 
students are planning for a wide-range of options following their graduation.  

Figure 1. Post-High School Graduation Plans as of Spring Semester 2022 

 

A substantial majority of over two-thirds of students do plan to go directly to continuing their education 
in a postsecondary setting, either at a trade or technical school, at community college, or in a four-year 
university. Students are also planning to begin working directly following high school graduation as well as 
entering the Armed Forces or taking time to travel or engage in service activities. This data includes all 
respondents regardless of grade level, and it would be expected that ninth grade students might be less 
certain of their answers than twelfth grade students. Ideally, as students move through their high school 
experience, a mix of classroom, work-based learning, and extracurricular activities, along with proactive 
career and college counseling, will help students make informed decisions about what they will each do 
after high school graduation. When examining the answers just among respondents in the Class of 2022, 
the results are similar to the results shown above in Figure 1. Six of the ten high school seniors planned to 
go directly to a university (three), community college (two), or to a trade or technical school (one). Three 
more students planned to go directly to work, and one student planned to take time to either travel or 
engage in service activities. This data is important for contextualizing students’ perceptions of their high 
school academic environment. 

In taking an overall look at students’ perceptions regarding academics, a strong pattern emerges – 
approximately two-thirds to three-fourths of students consistently report that their classes are relevant, 
challenging, and interesting. Likewise, the vast majority of students, approximately 75%, think that the 
skills that they are learning in their classes are both helping them develop the skills that they need now 
and the skills that they will need in their futures. A high percentage of students (again, approximately 
75%) also report that their teachers connect what they are learning to life beyond the classroom, and this 
is a critical factor in ensuring that students are able to apply their learning to new situations and that 
what students learn in a class is retained beyond a test at the end of an instructional unit or the end of 
the class itself. 

Overall, these student survey results related to academics are very positive, and they are certainly 
supported below with the analysis of the courses in which students are enrolled and their performance in 
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those classes. Despite these many positives with regards to academics, there are areas that can be 
highlighted for continued improvement. Like in many, if not most, high schools, nearly 85% of students 
report that teachers do the majority of talking in their classrooms. With the important instructional adage 
that “whomever is doing the talking is doing the learning,” continuing to shift to instructional strategies 
and classroom environments in which students are actively talking and doing in class should remain a 
critical priority of Indian Creek High School’s school improvement efforts. 

Parent responses related to academics were consistently positive and/or as expected of the type of 
responses that one would receive from the parents of high school students. For example, over three-
fourths of parents believe that their children are academically on-track for success with ongoing learning 
after high school. Similar percentages of parents feel that there are a wide range of interesting courses 
available to their children, and parents overwhelmingly feel that the work that their children are doing in 
their classes is helping them develop the skills that they need now and in their futures with over 90% of 
parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with these statements. The one question from the survey that, 
notably, did not follow this pattern was the question about whether or not their children wanted to take 
classes that were not available to them. Just under half of parents (45%) agreed or strongly agreed with 
this. While there is no reason to doubt the veracity of these responses, it is important to also keep in 
mind that students have consistently had a much wider range of courses available for enrollment at 
Indian Creek High School in both the 2019-2020 and the 2021-2022 study than students did previously 
when attending Paw Paw High School in the 2018-2019 school year. 

 

Extra-curricular activities - Extra-curricular activities are traditionally considered to be an important part 
of the high school experience in the United States as students connect with educators in different ways 
and collaborate with classmates in their efforts to create successful performances, win athletic 
competitions, govern or serve the school and/or community, or simply to learn and pursue their passions 
and interests (Mahoney, Carins & Farmer, 2003). According to the respondents of the student surveys, 
100% of the students who completed the survey participated in at least one club or sport. This has been 
enhanced by Indian Creek High School’s student-focused practice of not cutting students from sports 
teams, including all students who want to play and working with them to encourage their effort and skill 
development as determinants of playing time. Moreover, over two-thirds of the student respondents 
were involved in at least one club and at least one sport. It is interesting to note that parents may not be 
aware of the level of participation in clubs and/or sports that their children are reporting as 
approximately 25% of parents stated on the parent survey that their children were not involved in sports, 
clubs, or performances at Indian Creek. 

82% of students believe there are lots of chances for students to get involved in sports, clubs, and other 
activities outside of class at Indian Creek. 61% of students who completed the survey stated that they 
regularly attend school-sponsored events. Paw Paw students reported being involved in 10 different clubs 
and 7 different sports. Over one-third of the Paw Paw students who participated in this research study’s 
survey reported being involved in FFA, and a similar percentage reported being part of the volleyball team 
and the soccer team while nearly 40% of the Paw Paw student survey respondents were part of the 
basketball team. 
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In many cases, high school extra-curricular activities also provide a compelling way in which parents 
connect with both the school, their own children, and other parents of high school students. Parents 
attend extra-curricular activities as spectators and are often involved as supporters or even volunteers. 
Over 70% of parents attended a sporting event, performance, or non-school day activity at Indian Creek 
High School during the 2021-2022 school year, and over 80% of parents agreed that there were a wide 
variety of clubs and sports offered for students at Indian Creek. 

 

Focus Group Findings 

As part of the 2021-2022 school year study, the Paw Paw CUSD 271 Board of Education elected to also 
have the research team engage in focus groups in an attempt to dive further into learning more about the 
survey results. A separate focus group was held for students, and a separate focus group was held for 
parents. Students were invited to be part of the student focus groups based on a random selection from 
among the Paw Paw students attending Indian Creek High School. The focus group was held in-person at 
Indian Creek High School during the school day. Parents were invited to submit their interest in 
participating in the focus group via an online form. If more parents expressed interest than spots in the 
focus group allowed, parents would have been selected randomly based on those who applied. As it 
turned out, five parents expressed interest, and all five were invited to participate. The parent focus 
group was held in the evening via Zoom. 

Focus groups were conducted by the Northern Illinois University Center for Governmental Studies (NIU 
CGS) as part of the NIU P-20 Research and Data Collaborative research team. Focus group prompts were 
designed based on the initial analysis of the survey data respectively for the student focus group from the 
student survey data and for the parent focus group from the parent survey data. The focus groups were 
recorded to aid the NIU CGS in transcribing and then analyzing the data that emerged from each focus 
group. 

After a careful qualitative analysis of the focus group data, the themes that emerged confirmed the 
survey findings. In short, the findings of the focus groups were: 

 School environment – Students and parents commented that the social experience for students is 
better at Indian Creek High School than it was at Paw Paw High School due to the larger size of 
each class/grade level of students.  

 Academics – Students and parents identified that there are more academic opportunities at 
Indian Creek High School than there were at Paw Paw High School, and they believe that the 
classes that students are taking are preparing them for success with careers and college. 

 Extra-curricular Activities – Students and parents identified the greater variety of extra-curricular 
activities at Indian Creek than at Paw Paw, and they specifically mentioned that athletics at Indian 
Creek High School is superior to what can be offered Paw Paw. 

Two suggestions for improvement also emerged from the focus groups: 

1. Student Assistance Program, which would allow high school students to sign-up and provide 
academic support to an elementary school student. 
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2. Communication, which was good, and the parent who commented knew what events were 
forthcoming. This parent also commented that they may not typically know what took place at 
the event or what the event was specifically about. 

 

Academic Performance Findings 

Academic Data Analysis – Background and Context 
2021-2022 student course grades were provided by Indian Creek High School for each Paw Paw CUSD 271 
student that attended Indian Creek during the school year. The data was provided by Indian Creek CUSD 
425, exporting it directly from the district’s local student information system, with course and semester 
grade information for each student’s full schedule from the 2021-2022 school year. 

Table 2. Number of Paw Paw students at Indian Creek 

School Year Number of students 
2019-2020 50* 
2021-2022 51** 
*One student transferred out during the 2019-2020 school year. Data was included for the portion of the year that the student 
was enrolled at Indian Creek High School. 

*One student transferred in during the 2021-2022 school year. Data was included for the portion of the year the student was 
enrolled at Indian Creek High School. 

With one key exception, this year’s academic data analysis will follow the same pattern and questions as 
the academic data analysis that was completed at the end of the 2019-2020 school year. This 2021-2022 
study will not compare performance among students at Indian Creek High School to performance at Paw 
Paw High School prior to its deauthorization. When that comparison was made throughout the 2019-
2020 report, the research team was comparing the performance of individual students at Indian Creek 
High School against their individual performances the previous year at Paw Paw High School. During this 
past school year, it was only the twelfth grade students who had attended Paw Paw High School, and that 
was over three years ago and as ninth graders. Comparing students’ performances at ages 14 and 15 to 
their performances at ages 17 and 18 is challenging in the best of circumstances. Making such 
comparisons across two different high schools with a high school experience that was dominated by the 
uniqueness of circumstances as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic raises far too many unusual issues 
that the research team would not have any confidence in the conclusions that might be drawn. 

Additionally, while data will be presented together for both years, the NIU P-20 Research & Data 
Collaborative asks Paw Paw CUSD 271 Board of Education members, administrators and teachers, and 
parents and community members to resist making actual comparisons between the two years given the 
extraordinarily unique circumstances of each year and of this period of three years. 

 The 2019-2020 school year was the first year of the transition of Paw Paw students to Indian 
Creek High School. Making comparisons between that year and subsequent years may not make 
sense even in ordinary times given that it was a larger group that moved to Indian Creek all at 
once and given that it was the first year of collectively integrating and building relationships with 
students and staff members at Indian Creek High School. Following that first year, subsequent 
years would see only incoming ninth grade and transfer students needing to integrate into Indian 
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Creek and build those relationships, similar to what is done at high schools across Illinois and the 
United States that integrate students in ninth grade from multiple middle schools. 

 As mentioned above, the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on each year over the past three 
school years has been enormous, with the term unprecedented frequently in use by both 
practitioners and in the mass media. Given the ways in which different people, including students 
and educators, reacted to the experiences of COVID-19, it is difficult to confidently draw 
conclusions based on these years to predict future years, particularly if COVID-19 transforms 
from pandemic to endemic. 

Considering all of the particular circumstances of this current school year and recent school years, this 
report seeks simply to inform the Paw Paw CUSD 271 Board of Education and community by providing an 
analysis of how Paw Paw students performed during the recently concluded 2021-2022 school year at 
Indian Creek High School. 

 

GPA Analysis 

For the 2019-2020 report, the NIU research team created a metric for analysis, Average Research GPA. 
Essentially, this is an unweighted GPA on a 4.0 scale. For the previous report, average research GPA was 
calculated for each semester and for the full year.  Students were given a scale score as follows (A = 4; B = 
3; C = 2; D =. 1) and then the total number of points earned was divided by number of courses taken by 
each student. For this report, Indian Creek provided unweighted cumulative GPA data included with the 
data export. The research team also calculated each student’s 2021-2022 Semester 1, Semester 2, and 
Full Year GPA using the Research GPA calculation referenced above. 

For the previous report after the 2019-2020 school year, semester-based analysis was critical as Semester 
1 was students’ first semester at Indian Creek High School, and Semester 2 saw students spend 
approximately half of the semester learning at home as a result of the mandated shelter-in-place at the 
start of the COVID-19 pandemic in March 2020. These unique circumstances required analysis by 
semester as each semester presented its own context that may have impacted students’ performance as 
identified through GPA. For the 2021-2022 school year, the research team did not identify any evidence 
that would suggest that it was necessary to evaluate each semester separately in contrast to the 
important reasons to do so during the 2019-2020 school year. Nevertheless, analysis was conducted for 
first and second semester GPAs in an effort to be as comprehensive as possible. 

First, in exploring Cumulative GPA, while there is a wide distribution of student performance as defined 
by GPA, approximately two-fifths of students have a GPA have 3.5 or higher on the 4.0 scale. The mean 
GPA is 3.01. Based on GPA performance, there are specific Paw Paw students who are struggling to be 
successful in high school, but the majority of Paw Paw students are performing well at Indian Creek High 
School. 
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Figure 2. Distribution of Cumulative GPAs among Paw Paw High School Students 

 

“Student performance as measured by GPA has remained 
steady with the majority of students performing well as 
defined by GPA. 

 

As mentioned early in this report, the ability of the NIU research team to disaggregate data is limited due 
to the overall small size of the group of students. Nevertheless, Cumulative GPA was broken down based 
on two other factors – Gender Assigned at Birth and Graduating Class. With regards to Gender Assigned 
at Birth, there was no statistically significant difference between the performance of females and males 
on Cumulative GPA. There was also no statistically significant difference between students in different 
Graduating Classes.  

In looking more specifically at GPA data from just the 2021-2022 school year for Paw Paw students at 
Indian Creek High School, the mean was nearly identical to the mean for the Cumulative GPA. The 2021-
2022 Research GPA calculated mean was 3.09. Additionally, the range and distribution of GPAs, which can 
be seen below in Figure 3, were very similar to the Cumulative GPA. In other words, students performed 
about the same this school year, as they have been performing throughout their high school experiences. 
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Figure 3. Distribution of 2021-2022 GPAs among Paw Paw High School Students 

 

Finally, analysis of each semester was also completed. While this school year does not provide the same 
dramatic storylines for each semester as did the 2019-2020 school year, Research GPAs for each 
semester were calculated for each student. The mean GPA for first semester was 3.06, and the mean GPA 
for second semester was 3.12. There was no statistically significant differences between Semester 1 and 
Semester 2 GPA performance. 

 

Course Analysis 

The number of courses students in which students are enrolled and the nature of the courses in which 
they are enrolled is one area that can and should be compared over time, despite the pandemic. 
Additionally, this topic yielded very important results during the 2019-2020 study as that research 
revealed that the move to Indian Creek High School resulted in Paw Paw students being enrolled in more 
classes, taking more diverse classes, and participating in more courses offering early college credit, a key 
indicator of postsecondary success and a major focus of improvement efforts for schools from the Illinois 
State Board of Education, the General Assembly, and both Governors Rauner and Pritzker.  

The number of courses taken by Paw Paw students at Indian Creek High School during the 2021-2022 
school year ranged from 5 to 14 classes. In the previous study, course enrollments, ranged from as few as 
2 courses to as many as 10 courses. While seeing a minimum of 5 classes was reasonable, seeing the 
maximum number of enrollments in the range increase from 10 to 14 was surprising to the NIU research 
team. Additional analysis demonstrated that the one student enrolled in 14 courses during the 2021-2022 
school year was not an outlier as there was also one student enrolled in 13 classes, two students enrolled 
in 12 classes, and four students enrolled in 11 classes. In other words, 8 Paw Paw students (from a total of 
51) enrolled in more classes during the 2021-2022 school year than the highest number of courses 
enrolled in by any student from two years earlier. 
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Given this distribution, the NIU research team analyzed the average number of course enrollments per 
Paw Paw student at Indian Creek High School during the 2021-2022 school year. This year, Paw Paw 
students enrolled in an average of 9.16 courses per student. This is a significant increase from the 7.84 
course enrollments per Paw Paw student at Indian Creek High School during the 2019-2020 school year 
and the 7.79 course enrollments per Paw Paw student at Paw Paw High School during the 2018-2019 
school year. Students are taking more classes than they were two and three years ago. 

 

“One of the most significant findings of the 2019-2020 
study was the wide range of courses in which Paw Paw 
students were enrolled, and that pattern has continued in 
this most recent study in comparing the courses in which 
Paw Paw students are enrolled at Indian Creek High School 
versus the courses in which previous Paw Paw students 
were enrolled at Paw Paw High School. 

 

Table 3 below shows the enrollments by course category, or department, during the 2018-2019 school 
year, during the 2019-2020 school year, and during the 2021-2022 school year. It is important to note 
that the 2018-2019 data only included 39 students, students who, at the time, were in ninth, tenth, and 
eleventh grades. The Class of 2019 twelfth graders were not included in the 2019-2020 study because of 
the study’s methodological design which focused on comparing individual students to themselves. 
Likewise, it is important to acknowledge that twelfth grade students are able to take more diverse 
elective classes in many high schools, so there is some bias included in the table because of the samples 
included in each study. Nevertheless, this factor does not account for all of the variance in course 
enrollments. Even taking this into account, Paw Paw students participate in more courses and more 
diverse courses at Indian Creek High School than they did at Paw Paw High School. This, of course, is not a 
surprise, as larger schools can more easily offer more different courses as they will naturally need to offer 
more sections overall, and they will have larger staffs, which increases the potential to have teachers with 
more diverse licensures. 
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Table 3. Course Enrollments by “Department” – 2018-2019, 2019-2020, 2021-2022 

Department Number of students 
enrolled at Paw Paw in 

2018-2019 

Number of students 
enrolled in Indian Creek 

in 2019-2020 

Number of students 
enrolled in Indian Creek 

in 2021-2022 
Career ED 7   
CTE-Agriculture 7 16 15 
CTE-Autos   1 
CTE-Business 22 2 25 
CTE-Construction  5 6 
CTE-EDU  5 12 
CTE-Fashion  1  
CTE-Foods  13 27 
CTE-IT  11 2 
CTE-IVVC 2 8 5 
Driver Education 15 10 14 
ELA 38 70 78 
Fine Arts 34 25 31 
Health & PE 52 59 71 
Math 38 51 50 
Science 36 48 48 
Social Science 42 37 72 
Study Hall  12  
World Languages 11 19 9 
Total Number of 
Courses 

304 392 467 

Number of Students 39 50 51 
Average number of 
Courses 

7.79 7.84 9.16 

 

Expanded participation in Career and Technical Education (CTE) courses continued during the 2021-2022 
school year at Indian Creek High School.  Five students participated in three courses at Illinois Valley 
Vocational Center, the local Area Career Center, and this was down from eight students two years earlier. 
There were a total of 94 student enrollments in CTE courses this year, approximately one-fifth of the total 
course enrollments. This is particularly notable because CTE coursework is increasingly being viewed at 
both the state and national levels as a critical component of Career and College Readiness for all students, 
regardless of what their next postsecondary steps will be after high school graduation. This focus is 
evident in the Illinois State Board of Education’s legally mandated College and Career Readiness 
Indicators that are becoming part of the Summative Designation for all high schools and by multiple 
pieces of legislation recently signed into law in Illinois requiring the implementation of the Postsecondary 
and Career Exploration (PaCE) Framework, the Career Pathway Endorsements, and designed to make 
community college and university attendance more accessible for more students. The 94 CTE enrollments 
is almost double the number of CTE enrollments two years earlier, when there were 50 CTE enrollments, 
and for context, in 2018-2019 at Paw Paw High School, there was a total of 38 CTE enrollments. 
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Another area in which there was a major increase in enrollments over the last two years, despite the 
pandemic making teaching and learning more challenging for both students and teachers, was with 
enrollments in early college credit courses. Two years ago, there were 9 enrollments in a mix of 1 
Advanced Placement and 3 Dual Credit courses. This year, there were 23 enrollments in a total of 11 early 
college credit classes, with a mix of Advanced Placement and Dual Credit courses. In short, there was 
more than a doubling of early college credit courses and course enrollments among Paw Paw students at 
Indian Creek High School over the period of the past two years. 

Other course areas that saw sizable increases in enrollments over the past two years included: ELA 
courses with a 10% increase, Fine Arts courses with a 25% increase (though still lower than involvement 
at Paw Paw in 2018-2019, possibly due to the increased overall course offerings), and essentially a 
doubling of the number of course enrollments in Social Science courses. 

 

Attendance Analysis 

In this year’s study, attendance data was included. Attendance data was not previously included in the 
2019-2020 report, and there is a significant body of research that demonstrates that attendance is a key 
marker of school success. Typically, attendance research is viewed around the metric of Chronic 
Absenteeism, which is defined as missing 10% or more of the school calendar for any reason. As one 
might expect intuitively, students who experience Chronic Absenteeism are more likely to have lower 
educational outcomes than their peers who have higher levels of attendance. As stated earlier in this 
report, the attendance data was provided by Indian Creek CUSD 425 with an export from their local 
student information system. The district provided the number of days present for each student as well as 
the total number of possible days present for each student. Nearly all students were enrolled for the full 
177 days of the 2021-2022 school year. From this data, the research team computed the percent 
attendance for each student and conducted the analysis below of attendance data as well as examining 
attendance data in relation to academic performance as defined by students’ grade point averages. 

The mean attendance percentage for all Paw Paw students attending Indian Creek High School is 89.04% 
with the lowest individual student attendance percentage at 64.41% and the highest individual student 
attendance percentage at 100%. For this recently completed school year, 19 students, or 37.3% of Paw 
Paw high school students attending Indian Creek High School, will be considered Chronically Absent. At 
first glance, that seems very high. In the four years that the state has published data on Chronic 
Absenteeism, the state-wide rates of Chronic Absenteeism for all grade levels have been: 16.8% (2018), 
17.5% (2019), 11% (2020), and 21.1% (2021). Of course, the data for the last two years in that sequence 
is impacted by COVID-19, and this current year’s data, which will be published on the Illinois Report Card 
website on October 30, 2022. Until that time, it is hard to contextualize whether there was a real issue 
with attendance among Paw Paw high school students during the 2021-2022 school year or whether this 
is normal for this year—particularly when one considers the number of students who were out for 10 
days at a time due to COVID-19. This is an important topic to revisit later this fall, but for now, it remains 
simply an open question. 
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“While there was a high percentage of students who are labeled 
as Chronically Absent for the 2021-2022 school year, this may not 
be unusual for this year, and attendance has been found to either 
have only a small correlation or no correlation at all for Paw Paw 
students attending Indian Creek this year. 

 

Knowing that the nexus between attendance and academic performance has become a major focus of 
educational research and knowledge over the past 5 years, in particular, the NIU research team also knew 
it was necessary to identify if there was a connection between attendance and academic performance 
among Paw Paw students enrolled at Indian Creek High School. The most relevant test is to examine the 
correlation between student attendance during the 2021-2022 school year and course grades for each 
student during the 2021-2022 school year. There is not a statistically significant correlation (at the .05 
level) between these variables. Interestingly, there is a statistically significant correlation (at the .05 level) 
between Cumulative GPA and this year’s percent attendance, but it is a small correlation of .303. Overall, 
this data also suggests that this year’s attendance data may not be indicative of success in school, and it is 
possible that it may not be related to attendance in other school years. This second point will begin being 
answered when data from other neighboring high schools and state-wide data is released at the end of 
October 2022. 

 

Recommendations for Action 

The reason for a study such as this is to provide school leaders, teachers, parents and Board members 
with data that they can use to make more-informed decisions.  Whether it confirms or refutes their day-
to-day understanding of what is taking place within the school, it gives a data-focused look so that data-
informed decisions can be made for students. The recommendations below are offered by the research 
team based on the findings of this study. These recommendations should be considered opportunities for 
discussion among various groups of Paw Paw and Indian Creek educators, students, parents, and 
community members. It is of particular importance to note that the recommendations offered here 
based on the results of the 2021-2022 Paw Paw High School Study are likely to be recommendations 
offered to many high schools regardless of size, composition, or setting. 

These recommendations are not presented in any particular order: 

 Transitional activities to welcome and include Paw Paw High School students and families – This 
recommendation was offered in the 2020 study, and the results of this study demonstrate a need 
for this to continue being offered. While this research study offered only intentionally very 
limited comparison between the experiences of Paw Paw students at Indian Creek High School to 
the experiences that students previously had at Paw Paw, there remains a fairly small but 
consistent theme to continue striving to improve the transition experience of Paw Paw’s 
graduating eighth graders as they enter Indian Creek High School. This is a similar challenge to the 
one faced by high schools across Illinois who integrate students from across multiple middle 
schools, and like is the case in the Indian Creek – Paw Paw scenario, this is particularly true for 
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thousands of students each year in the many places in Illinois that have students leaving multiple 
elementary school districts and descending on one high school district. 

 Continued focus on identifying specific students with particular social and emotional needs – Like 
schools across Illinois, around the United States, and beyond, the impact of the COVID-19 has 
made it more clear than ever that caring for students’ social and emotional needs is a critical 
component of school success and a necessary prerequisite for academic success. In the survey 
data, responses stood out from a very small group of individual students that demonstrated a 
consistent disconnect from their school environment and, possibly, from their peer group. While 
this survey was anonymous and not designed as an individual screener for school clinicians and 
other educators to identify students who would benefit from support and/or interventions, these 
results demonstrate the importance of this. Indian Creek High School is encouraged to continue 
developing new and increasingly effective ways to provide “Tier 1” social and emotional learning 
opportunities to all students and to identify students who would benefit from more targeted and 
ongoing “Tier 2” or “Tier 3” supports. 

 Focus on improved attendance – As mentioned earlier in this report, it will not be possible to 
provide a state-wide context for the attendance data that was revealed here from the 2021-2022 
school year until the release of the Illinois State Board of Education Illinois Report Card for this 
year at the end of October 2022. Nevertheless, it will be important for Indian Creek High School 
to institute practices to closely monitor student attendance over the opening weeks of the 2022-
2023 school year and to work with students and their families by mid-September who are on-
track to miss more than 10% of school days. Being in school is a critical foundational component 
of school success, and this is likely to be a significant challenge in schools on a broad basis in the 
coming years. 
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Appendix 

The analysis of survey results is designed to be completed around each of the factors on which the survey 
is focused. In this case, both the student and parent surveys focused on three factors: school 
environment, instruction, and involvement in co-curricular activities. All of the questions related to a 
particular factor should be analyzed together in support of the factor with which the questions are 
aligned rather than as individual questions. The data is presented here in aggregate in accordance with 
the ethical considerations around participation for respondents of surveys such as this. To ensure the 
anonymity of respondents that was promised through their participation, individual survey data is only 
maintained by the research team at the NIU P-20 Research & Data Collaborative. It should be noted that 
some free response answers have been edited for anonymity (i.e., removal of names). Otherwise, all free 
response answers have been left unedited from how the respondent entered their own answers, 
including retaining the inclusion of misspellings, grammar errors, etc. 

 

Student Survey Individual Question Results 

1.I agree to participate in this survey and understand that I can stop completing the survey at any time by 
simply exiting out of this tab/window in my browser. 

 
 
 
2.All students at Indian Creek are treated the same regardless of whether they are from Paw Paw or 
Indian Creek. 
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3.My teachers at Indian Creek know that I previously attended Paw Paw. 

 
 
 
4.Students at Indian Creek are treated equally well regardless of gender. 

 
 
 
5.Adults that work at Indian Creek treat all students respectfully. 
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6.I knew students at Indian Creek prior to starting school there. 

 
7.Students at Indian Creek welcomed me when I started school there. 

 
 
 
8.I have good friends at Indian Creek. 

 
 
 
9.I have made new friends this year at Indian Creek. 
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10.I have remained friends with my friends from Paw Paw while at Indian Creek this year. 

 
 
11.Teachers at Indian Creek understand my problems. 

 
 
 
12.Teachers at Indian Creek are available when I need to talk with them. 

 
 
 
13.It is easy to talk with teachers at Indian Creek. 

 
  



 

 
Paw Paw High School Study 2022 | 25 

 

14.My teachers at Indian Creek care about me. 

 
 
 
15.I am happy to be at Indian Creek. 

 
 
 
16.I feel safe at Indian Creek. 

 
 
 
17.School rules are applied equally to all students at Indian Creek. 
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18.Discipline is fair at Indian Creek. 

 
 
 
19.I feel like I am a part of the school at Indian Creek. 

 
 
 
20.I feel socially accepted. 

 
 

21.Overall, I feel as comfortable and safe at Indian Creek as I did at Paw Paw. 
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22.If you would like to do so, please add any comments you have about the school environment at Indian 
Creek and at Paw Paw.                
Indian Creek has been the best thing that has happened to Paw Paw 
Paw paw had better lunches 
Paw paw had better lunches 
No 
bulldogs for life 
No 
Some of the students were verbally and sometimes still are excluding us depending on the place we 
came from 
Some teachers at Indian Creek care more than others, also some students are more welcoming at first 
but i didnt feel very welcomed first coming here 
indian creek is more acceptable of people of color and people part of the LGBTQ+  
It is great and I have no complaints. Coming to Indian Creek was the best decision Paw Paw could've 
made. 
the school environment is very safe locate i feel, and the school has many things to try out/ learn 
im having fun here  
I hated Paw Paw, the bullies and trouble makers could do whatever they wanted and the kids who 
stayed out of trouble got pushed aside. I have made many great friends at IC and rarely interact with my 
paw paw classmates. The classes are harder but I feel some of that is because I was behind the iC kids 
from the start because they learned more in jr high. 
I feel bullied, teachers don't care about my problems. 
Teachers at Paw Paw take the time and help where at Indian creek they don't care as much and kind of 
rush  
I won’t say names, but staff here don’t care at all except about the money going into their pockets 
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23.I have access to a wide range of classes that are interesting to me. 

 
 
 
24.There were classes that I wanted to take at Indian Creek High School that were not available to me. 

 
 
 
25.In my classes, the work that is assigned to me helps me develop skills that I need now. 

 
 
 
26.In my classes, the work that is assigned to me helps me develop skills that I will need in the future. 
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27.After high school, I think that I want to... 

 
 
 
28.In my classes, what we are learning is relevant to me. 

 
 
 
29.In my classes, the work that teachers assign to me is interesting. 
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30.In my classes, I can show creativity in the work I do. 

 
 
31.My teachers expect me to do my work all of the time. 

 
 
 
32.My teachers give me individual attention and support when I need it. 

 
 
 
33.My teachers recognize when I have done high quality work and/or improved greatly. 
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34.Most of the time, my classes are fun. 

 
 
 
35.I have generally liked going to school. 

 
 
 
36.My counselor helps me plan for what I am going to do after high school. 

 
 
 
37.My counselor helps me plan what classes I am taking. 
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38.My classes are challenging in a way that keeps me interested in learning. 

 
 
 
39.My classes are too challenging, and I am often frustrated or overwhelmed. 

 
 
 
40.My teachers often connect what I am learning to life outside the classroom/school. 

 
 
 
41.I have a lot of chances each day to be a part of class activities or discussions. 
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42.Teachers do most of the talking in my classes. 

 
 
 
43.Students do most of the talking in my classes. 

 
 
 
44.I feel like I am academically on-track for success with learning after high school. 

 
 
 
45.I am taking, have taken, or plan to take at least one Advanced Placement (AP) or Dual Credit class. 
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46.In most classes, I get homework at least 3 days per week. 

 
 
 
47.I do about _____________ minutes of school work before or after school each day. 

 
 
 
48.In general, my classes really make me think. 
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49.If you would like to do so, please add any comments you have about academics and learning at Indian 
Creek and at Paw Paw. 
Indian creek is better in any academic way 
lot more class at Indian creek 
I have enjoyed some classes here that showed me that maybe college is not for me, but am still going to 
take advantage of some college prep course in case I change my mind. I do enjoy school more here than 
I ever did at Paw Paw. At least I am not picked on here like I was at jr high. 
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50.Please check any of the activities in which you participated during the 2019-2020 school year at Indian 
Creek High School. 

 
 
 
51.Please check any sports in which you participated during the 2019-2020 school year at Indian Creek 
High School. 
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52.Did you try-out for a sport but not make the team? 
 

 
 
 
53.Please list any performances/performing groups in which you participated. 

 
 
 
54.There are lots of chances for students at Indian Creek to get involved in sports, clubs, and other 
activities outside of class. 

 
 
 
55.At Indian Creek, students have lots of chances to help make decisions about clubs and activities. 
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56.I regularly attend school-sponsored events, such as activities, sporting events and performances 
(participating or watching), and school dances. 

 
 
 

57.If you would like to do so, please add any comments you have about activities, sports, and 
performances at Indian Creek and at Paw Paw. 

IC has better sports and options to play 
Indian creek can actually win unlike a certain school that shall not be named "Paw paw" 
not enough and none that are interesting. 
there alot of things and activites 
They have a no cut policy, so everyone makes the team. The coaches expect us to earn our playing 
time, and I have noticed that some of my paw paw classmates do not like that because they never 
had to work for anything before. There is alot more school spirit and support here at all school 
functions. 
 
 
58.Grade Level 

 
 
 
59.Gender 
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60.My family has an Internet connection at home with a wireless network in our home. 

 
 
61.I have my own smartphone. 
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Parent Survey Individual Question Results 
1.I agree to participate in this survey and understand that I can stop completing the survey at any time by 
simply exiting out of this tab/window in my browser. 

 
 
 
2.The transition to Indian Creek from Paw Paw was smooth for my student and my family. 

 
 
 
3.The communication that I received from Indian Creek during the transition from Paw Paw was clear, 
timely, and helpful. 
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4.The communication that I regularly receive as the parent of a student attending Indian Creek is clear, 
timely, and helpful. 

 
 
 
5.I feel that the staff at Indian Creek know and care about my child/children. 

 
 
 
6.I feel that the staff at Indian Creek know and care about our family. 

 
 
 
7.My child/children has made new friends at Indian Creek. 
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8.I feel positive and comfortable about my child/children's social life at this time. 

 
 
 
9.Teachers at Indian Creek are available for and supportive of my child/children 

 
 
 
10.I have interacted with _____________ teachers at Indian Creek this year. 

 
 
 
11.I feel that my child is safe at Indian Creek. 
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12.I am happy that my child is at Indian Creek. 

 
 
 
13.Our family feels like we are part of the school at Indian Creek. 

 
 
 
14.Overall, we feel as comfortable and safe at Indian Creek as we did at Paw Paw. 
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15.If you would like to do so, please add any comments you have about the school environment at Indian 
Creek and at Paw Paw. 
Bullying, Child is just a # compared to knowing background/interests/family life. Parents have not been 
welcoming 
Boys bathrooms need more privacy 
The school is dirty, my kid never use the bathroom because they don’t have doors and my kid don’t 
care about their lunches. 
My child has missed many days at Indian Creek. She is miserable at school. I feel as if the only one at 
that school that understands and is compassionate is the school secretary, Finley. She answers her 
emails back before the counselor does. My daughter has a 504 plan due to her high anxiety and at 
times counselor is helpful but I'm still waiting for a response from at least from probably 5 days ago. In 
other words it's Finley whom has helped tremendously with everything. 
I think it's the best place for my kid to attend high school. 
I’m extremely unhappy with the lack of communication from Indian Creek. I never hear about events 
until they have passed. 
I feel the opportunities that are offered the the students at IC are far exceeding the possibilities paw 
paw can offer regardless of financial status! 
My student had excelled at Indian creek in every aspect. He has improved dramatically academically 
and his now reading at grade level. His math has increased dramatically. Even though he wasn’t taught 
division at Paw Paw. He has made more friends and lives going to school. At paw paw he had select few 
people to be friends with. He had a hard time at Paw Paw due to being bullied and made fun of. He now 
never wants to miss school. He is participating in tons of extra curricular parts and clubs 
This deactivation was for some parents agenda 
Indian Creek has been a good change for my child. They have done well with making him feel welcome 
and part of the school climate. 
My child feels much more comfortable at IC, was bullied and picked on at Paw Paw, now at IC has many 
new friends and actually says the kids complaining most about any bullying at IC were the biggest 
bullies at Paw Paw. 
I could not have disagreed more, this merge was absolutely devastating to our town. I originally voted in 
favor and now all I can do is hope that the next generation of students STAY in Paw Paw. 
my child is thriving at indian creek! Paw Paw ( a school i grew up in ) was ok but not for my child, so 
many more oportunities for her at IC! 
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16.There are a wide range of course that are interesting to my child/children. 

 
 
 
17.There are classes that my child/children wanted to take at Indian Creek that were not available to 
them. 

 
 
 
18.In my child/children's classes, the work that they are doing is helping them develop skills that they 
need now. 

 
 
 
19.In my child/children's classes, the work that they are doing is helping them develop skills that they will 
need in the future. 
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20.In my child/children's classes, the work that they are doing is interesting to them. 

 
 
 
21.In my child/children's classes, the work that they are doing is challenging them in a positive and 
engaging way. 

 
 
 
22.In my child/children's classes, the work that they are doing is too challenging, and it is frustrating 
and/or overwhelming. 

 
 
 
23.My child/children's teachers are available to help and give them individual attention and support when 
they need it. 
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24.My child/children's counselor is helping them plan for what they will do after high school. 

 
 
 
25.I feel that my child/children are academically on-track for success with learning after high school. 

 
 
 
26.Most school days, my child has an appropriate amount of homework. 

 
 
 
27.In elementary school, my child/children found school to be a fun and positive place. 
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28.Currently, my child/children find learning in school to be fun and positive. 

 
 
 
29.If you would like to do so, please add any comments you have about academics and learning at Indian 
Creek and at Paw Paw. 
Kids from paw paw have more options at Indian Creek 
Selection of classes is definitely better at indian creek but still not great. 
Paw Paw would offer NOTHING 
I feel like paw paw is lacking the bridge in Education that was talked about to get us on the same page as 
IC so we weren’t behind when our kids got there. 
Paw Paw has and will never offer higher education classes. IC offers several 
Both of my children are currently in classes that Paw Paw just wasn’t able to offer due to size. 
My child misses Paw Paw it felt like more of a community, and definitely felt the school was more caring. 
My child has no friends and feels isolated. My child’s Indian creek experience has been a major 
disappointment for the both of us. 
I am thrilled with all of the class offerings and opportunities the kids now have. With classes like FFA, 
cooking, ceramics, welding, etc…most kids are able to experience much more than when at Paw Paw. I 
also love that the kids who are college bound have opportunities for dual credit and AP classes without 
having to leave campus. 
My child has told us that they have to work harder at IC, at Paw Paw no one checked grades for playing 
sports, that you could have 6 f's and still play because there would not be a game if they made the kids 
with bad grades sit. We have felt that the kids who try to excel at Paw Paw get overlooked and the kids 
who could care less and misbehave and disrupt class are rewarded. 
 
 
30.My child/children has/have been involved in sports, clubs, or performances this year at Indian Creek. 
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31.There are a wide variety of clubs and sports offered for students at Indian Creek. 

 
 
 
32.I have attended a sporting event, performance, or other non-school day activity at Indian Creek this 
year. 

 
 
 
33.Within the clubs, sports, or performance groups at Indian Creek, my child/children have ample 
opportunities to participate in the activities (such as getting enough playing time, being on-stage, etc.). 
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34.If you would like to do so, please add any comments you have about activities, sports, and 
performances at Indian Creek and at Paw Paw. 
Worst experience ever. Coaches rude, students rude and parents rude. School did not address. 
Sports in paw paw are unrealistic compared to most schools. It’s not typical for all kids to play all the 
time due to low numbers but our poor standings are also a reflection of those numbers in my opinion. 
In sports, Paw Paw has always been the laughing stock of the lil 10 conference 
There are more opportunities for students to be involved at a Indian Creek. The selection of sports and 
clubs is much more comprehensive than what was offered at Paw Paw. 
Wide range, but not welcoming or even try to get them involved. My child was and would be in far more 
activities in Paw Paw than IC 
I love the fact that my child now has to earn their spot and playing time, and is learning that hard work is 
rewarded and putting in no effort gets no reward. At Paw Paw my childs teammates could skip practice, 
skip school, be flunking but still play. 
The athletic program is a joke. The music program, was a casualty of all the attention being paid to only 
athletes. After high school athletics what will these kids be doing? 
Question 33 is a double edged sword. Having coached for many years what a parent thinks is 
appropriate playing time may not coincide with their child’s work ethic or practice behavior. Most 
parents don’t know or don’t want to know how their child acts when they aren’t around. Just expect 
them to get equal playing time. Which I’m sorry but if they don’t put the work in they don’t play. My 
kids tell me they aren’t playing the first thing I ask is what is your attitude and effort in practice. 
 
 
35.Most days, my child/children that attend Indian Creek get there... 

 
 
 
36.NOT counting children currently in high school, how many children have you had that previously 
attended Paw Paw Jr/Sr High? 
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37.How many children do you have that attended Indian Creek H.S. during the 2019-2020 school year? 

 
 
 
38.Does your child (or at least one child if you have multiple) that is currently attending Indian Creek H.S. 
have an Individualized Education Plan (IEP)? 

 
 
 
39.Did you attend high school in Illinois? 

 
 
 
40.My family has an Internet connection at home with a wireless network in our home. 
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41.I have my own smartphone. 

 
 
 
42.If there is there anything else you would like to share about the deactivation of Paw Paw High School 
and the attendance of your child/children at Indian Creek H.S. during the 2019-2020, please feel free to 
enter it here. 
Sometimes less is more. While IC may offer more, many kids are not as involved as they were in Paw 
Paw. Transportation is an issue, feeling part of the school is an issue. We were told if we don’t like it in 
two years we could come back. How does the board decide if we like it or not? Just this survey? How 
will the board handle the situation of many kids hating the environment and looking at home school or 
different school options because they don’t want to attend IC? 
I think sending out kids to Indian Creek was the right move. There are growing pains and situations that 
need to be worked out, but I still think it where the should be. 
Probably should have a N/A answer for many of the questions. 
Attending IC was the best decision that could’ve ever been made!! 
This has been a blessing for us as our oldest dealt with serious bullying in paw paw and had to be pulled 
out of school and hospitalized/medicated due to it. I know it’s everywhere but at least at IC there were 
more options of things for her to be involved in and people for her to be friends with to get away from 
those that bullied her!! 
THE BOARD SHOULD BE TALKING ABOUT PLANS TO CONSOLIDATE THESE TWO SCHOOLS! 
Get this consolidation done and quit messing around! 
I am grateful that the kids have more opportunities academically, athletically and socially! 
I would rather my child attend Paw Paw HS and coop with another school for classes and or sports 
I find it absolutely insane that we would even consider bringing our high school back. There is 
absolutely no way we can staff and provide the students with the opportunities that they have at IC. I 
feel we need to focus on our K-8 program and preparing them for high school. 
I feel it is the best option we currently have. From what I can see, we currently spend less money 
sending the kids there than teaching them ourselves. More opportunities, more classes, less $. Win in 
my book. Not to mention our school struggles to keep teachers at k-8 level, how could we possibly 
think we could staff a HS that would even come close to what we get at IC? Is IC perfect, no. However 
no school will ever keep everyone happy. 
I feel this was the correct choice for the students! 
Paw Paw did not have the support or resources that IC has. we need to focus on education for these 
children and that is what is important! IC has what they need. politics aside. 
 


