
Our school has a water drainage problem.  After even a small rain we tend to get large puddles of water 

in front of some of the main doors used on our campus.  In the winter the snow melt creates large ice 

patches that have caused injuries to people.  The water does not drain or go away since the land slopes 

the wrong way in many places.  The land below the largest snow piles is mainly gumbo and does not 

absorb water easily.  There is rocks on top in some areas, but there is still a great deal of mud created.  

The water has seeped into the building after larger rains and we have sandbags stored at the doors to 

help direct it away.   Students walk on the grass in an attempt to stay out of it, but that just kills the 

grass and creates more mud that is then tracked into the building.  The mud has damaged the rugs and 

carpets in the rooms as well as created mold.  The water that runs in has damaged the tile floors which 

are now raised in spots high enough to trip students.  We need to address it. 

  

  

I feel technology can help us decide proper drainage angles that could be applied to various surfaces 

using mathematical concepts of geometry.  Technology could also be used to conduct drainage studies 

of the land.  Engineering would be used to redirect or collect the water to use in a different and more 

productive way.  The science of botany would shed a light on which plants would be best to grow in the 

areas to reduce mud and drainage into the building.  Earth science would allow us to choose better 

materials to help with drainage and better understand how water naturally moves on earth's surface.  

We may even be able to use geothermal heat as a way to keep ice from forming in certain areas.  There 

are many solutions that may work, but we need to figure out which one works best so we aren't wasting 

school money and resources on attempts that don't work.  We are not a rich school district and we need 

an economical plan that basic science can help us create.  At the very least the students would learn 

more about all the areas of science involved. 


