
Northwood School District
Student Acceptable Computer Use Agreement

This document is given to all student users of the Internet in the Northwood School District.  Each
student must sign the agreement and obtain a parent or guardian's signature before being allowed to access
district technology and the Internet.

Internet access is available to students in the Northwood School District.  We are very pleased to bring
this access to the students and believe the Internet offers vast, diverse, and unique resources to it's students.

The Internet is an electronic network connecting billions of computers and users all over the world.  It
provides students with access to information and news from resources such as NASA, the Smithsonian
Institution, and the Library of Congress; public domain software and shareware of all types; discussion groups
on a wide range of topics ranging from Japanese culture to the environment to music to politics; information
from most universities and from hundreds of thousands of commercial, governmental, and other sources.

In accordance with federal law requirements and the Child Internet Protection Act, a technology
protection measure (i.e. filtering) shall be in operation on all district computers with Internet access that protects
against access to inappropriate or harmful material on the Internet, including visual depictions that are obscene
or pornographic.  On a global network, however, it is impossible to control all materials and a persistent user
may discover controversial information.  The District believes that the benefits of Internet access to students, in
the form of information resources and opportunities for collaboration, far exceed any disadvantages.

The continued availability of the Internet in the school district relies upon the proper conduct of it's
users.  Guidelines are provided so that students and their parents or guardians are aware of the responsibilities
that accompany the privilege of using technology.

Guidelines for Use of the Internet

1.  The use of school computers must be consistent with the educational goals and objectives of the Northwood
School.  Accessing Internet sites or transmitting materials that are obscene, pornographic, harmful to minors, or
inappropriate is prohibited.  Hate mail, harassment, discriminatory remarks and other antisocial behaviors are
unacceptable.

2.  Illegal activities are strictly forbidden.  Transmission of any material in violation of any U.S. or state
regulation is prohibited.  This includes, but is not limited to, copyrighted materials and threatening or obscene
material.

3.  Users shall abide by the rules of network etiquette.  These include using appropriate language, respecting the
privacy of other users, and not disrupting the use of the network by other users.

4.  Any communication on school e-mail systems or sent from within the district's network shall follow the
guidelines of this agreement and follow the rules of network etiquette.

5.  For their own safety, users should not reveal any personal addresses or phone numbers online.

6.  All information accessible via the network should be assumed to be private property and subject to copyright
protection.  Use of these sources shall be credited appropriately as with the use of any copyrighted material.  In
some cases, author's permission may need to be obtained before materials may be used.

7.  Students may not subscribe to "list-serves" or "newsgroups" without prior permission of the system
administrator.  Illegal file sharing, such as torrents, is also not authorized.



8.  Attempts to gain unauthorized access to system programs, equipment, or content filtered by the network is
prohibited.  Use of proxies is likewise prohibited.

9.  Any attempt to harm or destroy data of another user is prohibited.  This includes modification of data
without the expressed consent of the user.

10.  Staff devices (computers, tablets, laptops, Chromebooks, cell phones, etc) and land-line phones are off
limits to students without the specific permission of the supervising staff member.

11.  Foods and beverages are not allowed in computer labs, or near devices.  Problems caused by such mistakes
are easily identified and will be subject to appropriate discipline and possible monetary fines for replacement or
repair of damaged equipment.

12.  Intentionally disrupting the usage of devices for other users shall result in the loss of privileges.  This could
include, but is not limited to, unplugging cables, misusing peripherals, changing settings, intentionally
damaging hardware, etc.

13.  Students should not use or share passwords or accounts with others.  Not logging off may result in
inadvertently allowing others to access your account.

14.  Users shall accept responsibility for all material received or stored under his or her account.  This applies to
personal devices and the account for accessing the network using personal devices.

15. Student cell phones/personal electronic devices are not to be seen or heard in the classroom for any reason.
It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that a cellular phone or electronic device is set to silent during their
class periods and secured out of sight.

Supervising instructors shall monitor Internet activities of students in library media centers, computer labs, and
classrooms where computers are connected to the Internet.  Supervising instructors will determine what
constitutes inappropriate use of the Internet.

Consequences for Misuse
A student’s failure or refusal to obey the requirements of this policy shall result in the following penalties:
1.  First Offense-  Loss of technology privileges for two weeks
2.  Second Offense-  Loss of technology privileges for nine weeks
3.  Third Offense-  Loss of technology privileges for one calendar year

Privileges are not automatically reinstated.  Students must reapply and sign appropriate use documents.  If loss
of privileges occurs, the student's responsibility for assignments, such as typing a report, does not diminish.
The student must find other resources and coordinate with teachers.  The School District of Northwood reserves
the right to hand out more severe discipline than may otherwise be determined by the discipline code on the
basis of the seriousness and number of offenses the student has had.  Plagiarism and insubordination are
examples.  Individuals may also face further consequences as a result of violations identified in the Student
Handbook or other appropriate Board policy.  Local authorities may be called upon in serious or extreme cases.
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Student Usage Agreement

To be completed and returned for all students before technology access will be granted.

I understand and will abide by this Acceptable Use Agreement.  I further understand that any violation
of these guidelines may result in my technology use privileges being restricted or revoked and also
may result in school disciplinary action.  If the violation constitutes a criminal offense, appropriate
legal action may be taken.

(Each student in the family should sign in the provided space)

Student's Name:_________________________     Student's Signature:_______________________
Grade:_______________ Date:_______________________________

Student's Name:_________________________     Student's Signature:_______________________
Grade:_______________ Date:_______________________________

Student's Name:_________________________     Student's Signature:_______________________
Grade:_______________ Date:_______________________________

Student's Name:_________________________     Student's Signature:_______________________
Grade:_______________ Date:_______________________________

Parent Or Guardian Agreement

As the parent or guardian of the above named student(s), I have read this Acceptable Use Agreement.
I understand that this network access is designed for educational purposes.  I recognize that some
controversial materials exist on the Internet.  I will not hold the school district responsible for
materials acquired by my child on the network. I understand that students that do not adhere to the
technology use agreement will have limited or no access to district technology and resources. I hereby
give permission for my child to use the Internet at school.

Parent or Guardian's Name:( please print)______________________________________

Parent or Guardian's Signature:______________________________________________

Date Signed:_____________________________________________________________


